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F the Rambler is right when he (ays, " That no nlan 
"ever obtains more from his moil zealous endea- 
vours, than a painful conviction of his own defe6fa," 
how flrongly mufi that convicStion prefs upon her mind, 
who having coUedted all thefe fa£b together, prcfents 
them as an obje(S): df RetrofpeBitm to the J^ublick. Of 
thofe who turn them over J hov^idifiefeiit;;fibw- numerous 
will be the cenfures! while eadbf ea|)e^^ his favourite 
hero, his beft-remembered incid^^'*t6. -Jtift dilated and 
brought forward ; — inftead of which others perhaps ap- 
pear, and take the lead. 

Different obfervers attach to every obje<ft, different 
degrees of importance; Taking' a country- walk one day 
in a remote province, the fteward advifed fpeedy remo- 
val of an ugly flag-horned tree. ** Oh!** cried out a gen- 
tleman in company who was taking views — ** pray fpare 
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VI PREFACE. 

" the favourite feature in my landfcape." " You have 
"been, fir, a friend to the diflrefled," faid another of 
our party, who profefTed natural philofophy — " in fav- 
ing from the axe thole old dry bougjis, for there are 
birds which will not jDcrch among thick foliage, mak- 
ing rather a ftag-horned tree like this, their feat of 
" delight all fummer." 

This converfation has come often to my mind, but the 
die is now caft, and complaints are vain. If however, 
I fhould have made improper choice of fa^s» and if I 
Ihall be found at length moft to refemble Maifter Fabyan 
of old, who writing the Life of Henry the Fifth, lay^s 
heavieft ftre^ on a new weather-cock fet up on St. Paul's 
fteeple dujlfi^'m&t 'eveiilful reign ; my book muft ihare 
the fate of hi$,.ii^.:**pe like that forgotten : reminding 
before its deat^*|)eHffiHi|>£i a friend or two, of a poor man 
living in later times, that DoAor Johnfon ufed to tell us 
of : who being advifed to take fubfcriptions for a new 
Geographical Dictionary, haftened to Bolt-court and 
begged advice. There, having liftened carefully for half 
an hour — " Ah, but, dear fir!'* exclaimed the admiring 
parafite^ " if I am to make all this eloquent ado about 
" Athens and Rome, where fhall we find place do you 
" think for Richmond or Aix la Chapelle?" The per- 
plexity 
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piexity was laughable enough — yet fuch are the perplex- 
ities of a compiler; and for a mere compilation ftretched 
to two quarto volumes, the apology muft be a ferious 
one. It will be found however ; but among things and 
fituations fo far from laughable and ludicroys, that they 
appear even awfully impreffive. 

To an age of profound peace and literary quiet I fhould 
have confidered fuch an abridgment as infulting : to our 
difturbed and bufy days abridgments only can be.ufeful. 
No one has leifure to read better books. Young peoplei 
are called out to a6l before they know^ before they could 
have learned how thofe have a6ted who have lived before 
them. Hiftory is voluminous, and fafhionable extra6ls 
are fo perpetually feparated from each other by verfes or 
by eflays, that they leave little trace of information on 
the mind : a natural confequence, and manifeft difadvan- 
tage attendant upon all fele<5tions, where no one thing 
having any reference to another thing, each lofes much 
of its efFe6l by ftanding completely infulated from ail the 
reft. Our Work, though but a frontifpiecc and ruin, 
contains between the two fome (haded drawings, fuch as 
we find in rudiments of painting, and will, like them, be 
good for young beginners. Perhaps too, thofe who long 
ago have read, and long ago defifted from reading hif- 
tories well-known, may like to pleafe their iimcles with 
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the RetrofpeB of what they feel connected in their minds 
with youthful ftudy, and that fweet rcmei;nbrance of 
early-dawning knowledge on the foul. 

Their criticifm I not only tleprecate, but hope, by dint 
of petty amufement, in fome meafure to difarm : a plea- 
lant ftory will divert, a tender tale afFe<5l them. No in- 
folently obtrufive opinions through thefe pages, no air of 
arrogance will offend, or provoke fuch readers to fay., 
however they may thinks that the neceflity of dilating, 
AS it advances, like an inverted cone or fugar-loaf, robs 
my whole building of that folid bafis which many fa- 
bricks boaft, on which, after all, little fometimes is reared. 
A moment's thought indeed will Ihew fuch criticks, that 
any other way would have been worfe : and half a mo- 
ment will fuffice to prove, that whilft the deep current 
of grave hiftory rolls her full tide majeftick, to that ocean 
where Time and all its wrecks at length are loft ; our 
flafhy Rch'ofpeB, a mere jet d'eati^ may ferve to foothe 
the heats of an autumnal day with its light-dripping fall, 
and form a rainbow round. Did no fuch book catch the 
occurrences, and hold them up, however maimed and 
broken, before the eyes of our contemporaries, we really 
ftiould very foon forget all that our anceftors had done or 
fuffered. The fever of thefe laft ten or twelve years has 
formed a heat fufficient to calcine the images upon our 

minds 
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nvnds to dpft and aflies, which once feenied ftro^g as if 
engraved on marble ; and if fome fa6ls 05 chara6lers have 
been called bac}^, 'tw^s for the ufe of confultation they 
were fetched, then thrown again intq the general heap, 
like papers we have dpi^e with, doomed to bijrn. In fucli 
a furnace, fuph aji all-devpuring crucible, events can 
fcarpe regain their proper value, and the mufb^ooni of a 
night ha^ equal chance to come forth unhurt, as has the 
oak of a century. Belides that our motto fpeaks fairly 
for the chapter it precedes, and fays, 

** This work, I grant you, is at beft a fragment ; but what elfe Ihall 
wc find in the moft finifhed labours of man ? The biography of one 
particular Ibvercign is a mere fragment, broken off from his own dy- 
nafly. The revolutions of a peculiar ftate form but a larger fragment; 
one piece, one page, torn from the great book, the general account of 
all mankind ; which is itfclf at lail no other than one fpecies, one 
genus rather, among thofc uncounted millions that animate and people 
the earth, air, ajid water, of our terraqueous globe. That globe a frag- 
ment too, a tricing ipot, of which the moft exa6t and faithful nac« 
ration would be found but a fhort chapter in the grand hiflory, the 
univ^rfal volume of our Creator's works, containing the changes and 
chances of iyftems without number, rolling in illimitable ipace, at dif* 
tacices not to be judged of by humanity.*/ 

Vol. I. B ^ But 
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But 'tis by darkening the glafles that we look at 
brightcil objects } and fpots in the fun could never be dif- 
cerned unlefs we firft abridged him of his fplendour. Old 
Bradftiaw, who wrote upon the origin of Chefter, muft 
in fome fort ferve as my model, who live near him, 
when he fays in his prologue to a work rather hiflorical 
than legendary, and more valuable (as Warton tells us) 
for virtuous fentiments than fplendid di6lion ; how 

To defcrybe bye hiftoryes I dare not be to boldci 
Sithe fuche is a mater forclcrkcsconveynierit; 
As of the fevene ages and our parentes oldci 
Or of the foure empyrcs whilom moft cxcelentc^ 
Knowinge my Icrnying thereto infufficyent. 
And for wicket balades ye (hall have none from me„ 
Excyting lyght hertes to plefure and vanitye. 

For though I borrow not the Doctor's chair, whence at my^ 
eafe to di<5bite creeds and ethicks, 'tis my intent, that 
from this book be drawn nothing that can prove detrir 
mental to readers whofe attention I am deiirous to lure 
away from fidtion to known truths, no leJfe extraordinary, 
and at this moment far more interefting. To this end I 
have endeavoured not to prefs on them with my own re- 
fle<Stions, rather fuggefting thoughts in their minds, than 
forcing forward thofe entertained by the author: yet if 
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the chain of events here untwifted fhould lend them rea- 
foh to be lefs furprifed at what is pafling now, there's no 
harm done ; the warnings have been given. 

Here then begin we a fummary account of what has 
happened in thefe eighteen centuries. I thought to have 
given fome importance to the work, by prefixing on its 
firft page the name of one of my earUeft and moft refpecft- 
ed friends — ^than whom no wit, no fcholar, nor no man 
of general knowledge, ever had more reafon to delight in 
RetrofpeBion: but Pennant is gone, and I will fearch no 
further for a patron. The fame kind and encouraging 
Publick which has ever looked upon my labours with a 
tendernefs, and a good-natured defire of being pleafed, 
more flattering far than hard-earned approbation, fhall 
take as it is; and if they feel themfelves pleafed with the 
colours prefented in the varying changeful mafs, will try 
to hinder fome critick's heavy hand from breaking it ; re- 
membering that an opal lofes all power of playing be- 
fore the eye, foon as a crack is made in its thin fur- 
face. 

But I will Tun down my own book no more. The 
duty of an author is difcharged, when what the title pro- 
mifes has been performed. Yet let it not be faid of Re- 

B % tro/peBion, 
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troJpeBm^ as once by a Ftench wit» when Ferrand's Ero- 
tica, a dull differtation upcmthe paiEon c^love, came 
out, 

Ut titulum vidi fum libri captus amore, 
Ut librum legi, liber amore fui. 

The title iofpir'd me a ftiong inclirMition, 

But reading the book, I wa» ciu'd c^ my pa^n. 
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CONTAINING THE FIRST CENTURY ; 

FROM TIBERIUS TO TRAJAN. 

BEING arrived at a fixed period, whence a new centxiry rifes to 
purfue its courfe, my contemporaries will not, perhaps, feel dif- 
pofed to look with particular unkindnefs upon a writer who recom- 
mends, and endeavours to facilitate, RetroJpeSiion. When Regnard* 
and his companions had made many voyages, had feen three conti- 
nents, and wintered in three different zones, they came at laft to a 
point in Lapland, beyond the Ar<ftic Circle. There with no fmall 
labour ereding a ruftic column, they engraved on it their names, and 
the names of fome places they had vifited, ending the infcription with 
this impreffive line — 

Hie tandem iletimus, ubi nobis toto defuit orbis. 

So it appears to us : the \ailgar a&ra (and I will not teize my readers 
with any ftale arguments againft its authenticity) calls this the 1801 ft 
year fmce our redemption was accompliihcd. That portion of our 
time which is to come, rolls in a rapid defcent before Imagination's- 

* There is a life of Regnard, with the ftory of Zulima in it, fomewherc— and thcfe 
lines ; but I quote from memory alone, and Dr. Johnfon's repetition of them." 
** Gallia nos genuit, vidit et indica tellus," is another, or like it ; but the reft have flipt 
my recaUedliMii^aad I knovf not where to £nd ihcau . > . .1 

- Vol. I. C eye, 
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eye, like earth viewed from its polar region by the travellers, and 
whilft Hope and Fear, bent forward with anticipating hafte, are fcen 
explaining to their eager votaries the fhadows as they follow one ano- 
ther faft into the impervious mifts of futurity ; Heic tandem Jijiimus — 
and caft a retroJpeSlive glance behind. That glance will, at our 
Saviour's refurreftion, find the furface of our' habitable globe deli- 
neated by Strabo with deficiencies enough, but yet with care well 
worthjj admiration from its prefcnt race of inhabitants — ^who will 
obferve the great geographer's own country; Greece, ivith all her vir- 
tues, arts, and arms, and excellence of every kind, loft, not quenched, 
but like a fixed ftar by moonlight, fcarce difcernible through the ili- 
perior blaze of Roman glory. Sgypt and Babylon meanwhile ex- 
tinguifhed, and Tyre even literally tumbled in the duft, exhibit proofs 
that tbofe fcriptures were indeed of divine inipiration, which promifed 
Mefidah to a finful world — a world become fo finful, that leis than 
the blood of Chrift could not hare clean^ it. 

The chara(5lers of the fix firft Caeiars, given by Tacitus, too clearly 
fhew, that good parts a£l not as natural protedors to virtue, unleis reli- 
gion regulates their powers ; whilft in Julius the moft eminent orators 
(fays he) found an illuftrious rival, and the dignity of Auguftus's mind 
was reverenced in his didion. Precife Tiberius too, though terfc in 
his cxpreflSon, never was undefignedly obfcure ; nor did the fiery tem- 
per of turbulent and reftlefs Caligula difcover itfelf, in compofitions 
previoufly written dowi> and delivered before the Senate, where even 
/ Claudius's difcourfes made no mean figure ; nor could his JiyU be 
charged, even by thofe who kiughed at his behaviour, with wanting 
elegance, intereft or learning. That Nero's firft fpeech was didated 
by his tutors, the praifes^ beftowcd on them in it, fijfficiently evince ; 
but Nero was then a boy : the tenor of his future life betrayed a 
paffion for,the fine arts, which cmelty could not ftifle, nor vice diflblve. 
But contradidions in thefe early days fo mingle, or at leaft fo crois each 
ethcr^ as greatly to difturb our geivenl Eitrtfi^^ wkac ttic ficft fad 

that 
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that ofiers may be called the condud of the unbelieving Jews, who, 
without fcruple, could condemn the Lord of Life and Glory, out of an 
unn>eaning zeal for C«far ; to whofe imperial ftandard they roughly 
refufed admittance in their temple, and being prefled by Pilate for 
compliance, offered him — 'twas all they had — their throats to cut. 
Tiberius, indulgent of their antipathy, commanded his Governor to fee 
the colours carried fafely to Ccefarea, and moved the Senate to deify 
our Saviour, while he refufed divine honours to his own perfbn, pol- 
luted by a long courfe of far beyond brutal depravity. In this one 
inflance the Patricians manifcfted their ill-defcrved independence; in 
this one ihfbince their diffembling mailer fhewed himfclf fincere. .He 
never would be worlhipped. It is from one of this Emperor's fpeeches 
that the allufion, now lb trite, was originally taken ; how the body 
politic refembles the body natural ; and the flate was by him firfl 
called the Conftitution. To his good fenfe we owe the admirable 
adage, fince by imperial ufe well known — ^That honefly's the beft 
policy — ^nor can more perfeA teftimonial to its truth be found, than 
that fiich was the fixed opinion of a prince, confummate mailer of 
difCmulation. Machiavelli borrowed one of his tarlier maxims ; Chi 
non sa jingere^ non sa regnare ; and keeps, I think, pofTcflTion of the 
icntcncc. 

It is, perhaps, not lefs important what Pliny tells us, that the 
difeafe, now called a bilious cholic, .in his reign was new ; and he the 
firfl who fufFered by its rigour :* fome old phyiicians fpeak of the 
chordapfus, Tiberius had bad health when he retired from bufinefs, 
and probably his mode of life increafcd it — if half what is related of 
him can be true. Voltaire, indeed, does doubt the poflibility of many 
accufations, but Voltaire never was at Naples or Capra». The general 
KetroJpe5i oi tvW however ; the ilrong mixture of madnefs with mif- 

* PJiny fays it ftde in upon us, irrepjit is Ibc word he ufes ; and I have heard that 
a famous piaflage in Cdfus tends to corroborate the opinion. 

C 2 chief; 
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chief: and of grofs folly with thofe falfc refinements upon fenfual 
plcafures pracflifed in Rome ; head-quarters of human rcfidencc, ex^^ 
cite at prefent no fenfations but difguft, mingled with fome little 
cfteem oT. modern manners, which thus could prompt a wit of our 
ow n days to deny what ancient learning (b fteadily confirms. But 
whilfl: he fought in groves and grottoes, a Iheher for his own depravity, 
new cities rofc around the extended empire, and Ratifbon was named 
Tibcrii after him. Aventine avers, indeed, that it was originally the 
work of Ingram, a Scythian chief, who, when Rhamefes ruled in 
Upper Egypt, and Joftiua led the Ifraelites to war, laid the firft ftone, 
and called it his Harminia, from Hermione, the wife of Cadmus> 
names familiarized to us by Ovid, but who arc confidered by Fourmont, 
and other antiquarians, as leaders of a troop of Hivites — ferpent-wor- 
fhippers, driven from the Promifed Land by Mofes' fucceflbr. Mr. 
Bryant fays that Cadmus means oriental, the man who comes from 
the eaft. The city called after his fair companion was afterwards better 
known by the name of Rhafabona, from its inhabitants the Rha^tians, 
and this appellation has been fcarcely changed. But we muft hold 
our eye firm to the firft century, which has produced fuch deathlefs 
writers, heirs of immortal praiic — 

Whofe honours with increafe of ages grow, 
As ftrcams roll down enlarging as they flow. 

Among thefe may be counted Pomponius Mela, though to that 
great geographer the limits of the Cafpian Sea were all unknown, 
and much of what we now call India was to him terra incognita. 

The poliftied Romans feemed to care but little what thofe vaft 
regions of the world contained, except wild beafts to combat in their 
amphitheatres ; yet had the fupreme ftatc commendable attention to 
make a topographical furvey of the places they fubdued. Casfar had 
given an elegant account of his own conquefts long before, and Vel- 
fcius Paterculus, with nice penetration, found the true caufc of Quin- 

tilius 
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tilius Vams's, fo ill fuccefs in the martial charader of thofe Germans, 
who, like their fucceflbrs in later ages, dreamed not of judiciary de- 
terminations, but ended private as public quarrels by the fword. 
Feigning, however, to admire the newer mode of fettling between 
plaintiff and defendant, they contrived to occupy the Roman General's 
-mind with caufes of difpute ; then, fuddenly fetting on his legions in 
a furious onfet, cut them all to pieces. 

Hiftoric powers indeed were frequent in the age preiented to our 
Retrojpe^^ that age which, had ieen Livy and produced Tacitus, and 
may be juftly confidered as fruitful beyond .all others in genius, elo- 
quence, and majefty. Although the account given of their own ori- 
ginal, by the firft named of thefc great meni is nothing lefs than accu- 
rate, we own, while Strabo himfelf fcruplcd not to tell mankind how 
Pater iEneas ftirred not beyond the walls of Troy, as Bochart bcft 
confirms. That Livy gloried in his partialities ; that he adopted one 
ftill nearer to felf-love, by clinging to his own provincial dialed:, def- 
pifing, as do modern Venetians, the charge of patavinity, may ftand 
as his excufc : but who fhall make apology for Tacitus, when he re- 
lates peculiarities of the Jews which, we all know, could never have 
had exiftence. Yet, in accounts of every other nation,, we muft con^- 
tent ourfelves with fuch a portion of veracity as they, in their omni- 
potence, fhall think proper tobeftow; for who can contradict Roman 
hiftorians ? The world was then all Roman, born {o^ or fo adopted, 
io become ; for conqucft led but to incorporation. In that enormous, 
that amazing city, centered all knowledge, all pleafure, all wealth, 
all power. What wonder then if, midft a heterogeneous mafs of in- 
habitants, raked out from every country under heaven, plurality of 
gods and variety of worlhips, licentious maftcrs and permitted flaves,. 
republican ideas and elective empire, all contrarieties of cuftom and 
of climate, miraculoufly accumulated in one vaft fwellingtown , which 
YoflLus ikys, though I believe him not, contained at one time fourteen. 

millions ^ 
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millions of rcfidcntiary dwellers ? What wonder then, Ihould fermen- 
tation aSi upon the foul congeries ? What wonder then, 

Should Nature breed 



Perverfc ! all monftrous, all prodigious things^ 
Abominable ! unutterable I and worfe, &c. 

That fo Ihe did breed, we are unable to doubt or to deny. Imperial 
Rome having confented to his death who lived alone to blels and 
purify mankind, became herfelf accurfed, like ientenced Babylon, in 
fcripture language, a cage for every unclean and hatefiil bird. A rapid 
fucceffion of rulers now feemed ftriving for the palm of wickednefs. 
Frantic Caligula, invefted on his grandfire's death with the long 
fighed for purple, feemed chiefly diligent to dip it in human blood ; 
and while he meditated its laft diigracc, by giving his country a fa- 
vourite horfe for Conful, he robed himfelf in the drefs facred to divi- 
nity, and pufhed to an unheard-of excefs his ihidied profanations. To 
this mad mailer of an abjcA world fucceeded heavy, iluggifh-minded * 
Claudius ; whofe foul, a fuUcn prifoner, feen but ieldom, peeped out 
unwilling from its cage of clay, and viewed, unmoved, the vices of his 
Emprefs. When the laft agonies had firft broke in upon this preter- 
natural tranquillity, the care of humankind, in evil hour, devolved 
upon nefarious Nero, whofe name, firft on the rolls of guilt and in- 
famy, was pulhed up by deliberate parricide to that abhorred pre- 
<rminence. The murder of a mother was, in thofe days, a crime 
particularly detefted, even by thofe who, in Macbeth's phrafe, had 
fupt full with horrors ; and when at laft this wretch difpatched him- 
felf to avoid punilhment a more nwjorum, it was chiefly for Agrip- 
plna*s death he dreaded to meet his own. Rome looked on tamely, 
while for his dlverfion he ftuck the Chriftian martyrs up alive, in 
drefles daubed with tar, and fet on fire to illuminate the town, when 
day hid his head indignant ; or when he hunted them about his Co- 

liflco. 
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liiTco, wrapt in the fkins^ of fomc wild animal, thus to. deceive the 
dogs into a cruelty their gentler nature would have Ihrunk from : 
but beaib appeared abroad, as if permitted to reproach our fpecics 
with their fuperior virtue. Aulus Gellius relates the ftory of the lion 
whofc grateful recoilcdion fparcd the flave, obferving, he had often 
met them in the ftreets together, during the reigns of Caligula and 
Claudius, coUeding money from children and paffers^by. 

Mankind, meanwhile, was funk in fad degeneracy, and ifeemed as 
if deferving of thcfc dreadful leaden, who, although tyrants in wici- 
edneis, could not boaft privileges exclufive of their fubjeds. Caius 
Chersea, when he killed Caligula, mafiacred, with unfeeling rage, his 
infant daughter in her mother's arms. Tacitus relates of many nobles 
a condu<ft tittle behind that of the Emperors thcmfelves ; and Pliny,, 
like a good naturalift, calh Aquileius Regulus omnium bipedum nequif^ 
^us. Penurious Galba, and his gay iucceiTor, who had preiided long 
in Nero*s court as minifter of pleafure, ihewed, indeed, as fome odd 
plants, moll beautiful in death ; for Otho^ though immeried in ien<- 
fiiality, retained fon>e trace, ibme latent fpark of Virtue's unquenched; 
flame, when the furrounding gloom ihewed it to all advantage^ E^ 
alone, for the firfl fcventy years of Retrojf^&iony he alone, till the tre* 
mendous day when a licentio^is fbldieiy lorded it in the metropolis, 
and tofTed the bloated body of pampered Vitellius into Tyber, had 
proved himfelf not totally negligent of that overgrown iUte, which 
their beft care coi^d fcarce have rendered happy ; while ardent only 
to chace affrighted Vice into the arms of impoffibility. In that fbangc 
caufe they rufhed on filicide, and braved aflaiiinations,. which few 
cfcaped, till Flavius Vefpafian, rough, honeil, artleis ; born near the 
Sabine farm, lb famed fox the iimplicity and temperance of its pofTef- 
ibrs, tried to recover the credit of humanity, and prove that a hot ibil^ 
however ibrangled with its waile redundance, will yet, among the- 
wceds, produce fbme flowers. Thus we fee Titus, brother to Domi?- 
tian, and rcfled that the wife of Paotos was cotenciporary vvith Mefla- 

Una.. 
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dina. Nor was depravity confined to fouthcrn climates. Our Britifli 
Cartifmandua, jnftly for other crimes buried alive by- Corbred, exhi- 
bited a fteady, cold perfidioufiiefs, fcarce to be matched in any nation's 
<innals^ when flic betrayed her gallant fon-in-law, Cara<3:acus, then 
greateft — when turning from the ftiov^^s of Rome w^ith fcom, he 
-•difplaycd foul of fuperior mould, not to be awed by mere appearances, 
after having contefted with and conquered rough realities. Let Retro- 
fpe^]on too iurvey wuth pride the daring Boadicea's bold" appeal for in- 
jured innocence, when aided by the Scottifli hero, who puniflied per- 
fidy in Cartifmandua. She forced the Romans to confcfs our ifland, 
iayagc as it was, could not be fubjugated by lefs than their beft troops 
•and wifeft General, Agricola. That excellent commander, objed: of 
Tacitus's perfonal regard, an Emperor's envy and a nation's gratitude, 
after penetrating through the Caledonian forefls, pafling over what was 
called the Dolorous Mountain, and building the bridge and caftle there 
near Stirling ; after making way for the facred truths of Chriflianity, 
by driving from druidic Mona its frantic fuperftitions, and foftening 
the rugged Cambrian's fullen \4rtue by his urbanity ; this great Agri- 
cola feleftcd for himfelf the mofl: delightful fpot our variegated coun- 
try boafts, and fixed his fettled refidence in Glo'fterfliire, leaving to 
Mr. Lyfons' diligence the praife of having difcovered traces o/ his 
grandeur, and giving to 'the rctrofpedive eye an opportunity of ob- 
fcrving how much the prefent times exceed the paft, in powers of 
bending divers latitudes to the conveniences of human life, and forcing 
accommodation from rebellious climates, and feafons advcrfe to our vain 
dcfircs. Voluptuous, rather than luxurious, an old Roman made fmall 
provifion for his change of country, but fet his feet on teflcrated marbles 
alike at York or Baia. Accuftomed to feek pleafure from his fenfes 
merely, he faw no method but to fpur them forward : our Englifh, 
who now vifit every continent, learn to approximate their comforts by 
contrivance ; wifliing to gladden nature, not fatigue her. Pliny, indeed, 
ipcaks of a fubtU method that Nero took to cool his water, by finking 

a glafs 
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a glafs vcflcl full in fnow: but Nero did underftand philofophy, 
and in the ceiling of his golden houfe difplaycd the planetary fyf- 
tern. How little did he dream that not one (lone of it would now 
be fbmding, while the fine temple dedicated by brave Vcfpafian to 
peace fhould yet remain, like its great patron s virtuous charaftcr, 
model of modeft excellence ! How little, too, did Columella think 
his book on agriculture would be read in Britain, when that deep 
fcience fhould be grown a toy, fubfcrvient to elegance, almoft even to 
caprice ! The fcienccs and arts, however, were not neglcded, while 
Seneca taught wifdom, and Pliny ftudied nature ; Lucan*s bright 
ilyle gliftened in the beams of general illumination^ and Perftus added 
point to his (harp iatire. Medicine, though innocent of many late 
difcoveries gained by difle^on, and waiting yet for Galen s fangui* 
nary improvements, was well attended to ; Hippocrates's aphorifms 
contained enough ; and though Macrobius fays too much of their per- 
fedion, that feems to have been no bad iet of rules which could keep 
men alive, who fapped and battered their conititution by habits of 
inCemperate groifneis. Let ibmething however be allowed to different 
cufk)ms, and let the RetroJpe£Iors of pafl ages own, that thofe nightly 
prowlers through our London flreets, who dig up the peaceful man-* 
fions of the dead, and thofe unfeeling fiirgeons that difTec^ them, 
would, by their conduft, have awakened Claudius to command fbmc 
punilhment for fuch offence, and roufed Tiberius to rcfume his pofl, 
that impiety like theirs might not be pafTed over in filence. Thus, 
though Celfus and Epidetus graced thefe times ; though Juvenal cen- 
fured, and Jofephus wrote ; though polifhed Martial feems particularly 
to delight in difplaying a keennefs of remark and acutenefs of obfcrva- 
tion, to which, by future ages, io little can be added ; we fee the 
fpirit of enquiry in fbme things reprefTcd, from delicacy little to be 
expeded, and Ignorance laying her fuccefsful traps for Study to drop 
into unawares. Suetonius, for example, whom Mr. .Gibbon calls the 
diligent and accurate, tells how a mule foaled on the invefling old 
Vol- I. D Galba 



26 THE FIRST CENTURY ; [ch. u 

Galba with the purple, a fail by which philofophy and common expe- 
rience are alike infultcd. But that biographer introduces no fovc- 
reign though but for weeks, not years, without a firiug of prodigies 
unworthy even of a woman's ftory over a winter*s fire. Witneft the 
afs, whofe lucky name of Nicon * is brought in as omen of Auguftus's 
profperity. Tacitus's amazement at the lengthened nights in- the 
north, fo fweetly, fo poetically cxprcflcd, betrays his icanty knowledge 
of aftronomy ; f and Pliny verily believes the cxiftencc of a phoenix^ 
which was but going backward in difcovery: Herodotus defpifed 
that fable long before. The jack-daw, well inftruiled by fomc flioe- 
maker to compliment the Caeiars with Good-day, Tiberius, Good-day, 
Drufus, &c. was the true phoenix among birds in thofe times. A rival 
fhoemaker, however, wrung his neck off, becaufe he had obtained the 
Emperor's notice ; which the more liberal populace reienting, pulled 
down the fpitcful fellow's houfe, burying the crow with great iblem-* 
nity. That the Britilh channel ever flowed with blood, mti/i have 
been falie ; although related about the 60th year after our Lord's af^ 
ceniion, by hiftorians ; and at the very clofe of the firil century, it is 
faid Decebalus deceived the warlike Romans, by caufmg a forefl to be 
felled in the night, and armour (hick upon the {locks of trees. Xiphi 
Ixnus, patriarch of Conftantinople, is our authority for this fad, ap- 
parently incredible, although fome (Iratagem of the kind ieems to 
>have obtained belief in the world ever fmce Abimelech ; who made 

* Nicon means vidoriouc, I have heard. Do we call an afa NUky^ from this fortu^ 
nate one feen by OftaTiiis ? The ftatue, recording both beaft and driver, was one 
of the antiquities defiroyed at Conftantinople by the Latins, and lamented by Nici- 
tas, in a fragment pceferved in the Bodleian Library. It proves the accident known 
to -be no fable. 

t Juvenal feems to have known the peculiarities of our iilands well enough. 

Armo quid ultra 
Littora juverne promovimus et modo captas 
Orcades, et minima contentos no£te Britannos. 

* his 
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his foldicrs each of them cut a bough, and carry before them to con- 
ceal their numbers;, thus unperceived advancing to the tower he 
meant to defla:oy,rth en throwing the wood at its feet, foon fct the 
place on fife. Shakefpear makes this familiar to us on the ftage; 
but Caefar's veterans could not fuxcly have been fo impofed upon. 
Of .the Chriftian perfecutLons diiting all thcfe reigns, more has not 
"been aflerted by hiftory, however, than, daily examination amply con- 
firms. Gibbon, with triumph, pretends to find out what Jortin, with 
candour, had before allowed ; that the negleft flicwn by bad princes 
towards all religion w^ Icfs unfavourable to the progrefs of ours, than 
that aftive zeal for Paganifm which. diAiriguiihed the pibus ones. 
Jortin is indeed generoUB to the fcoiFcrs, and they hive repaid him as 
he fays the Romanifts did GrOtius, with fijch gratitude as might be 
well expefted. He who delights in ftroking a tyger with intentiou 
to hear him pur, will probably lofe a finger in courfe of the experi- 
ment. The ears and eyes of Englilh travellers to R6mc, turn away 
difgufted with the proofs of cruelty authorized by the mifchievous 
wantonnefs of wild Caligula u^on a race of harmlefs mortals, who, 
had they w/ been Chriflians, would have engaged the tender pity qf 
every modern' infideU for the difinterefled bravery with which they 
were well known to have fheltered one another, while they expofed 
themfelves ; contrafling the courage and virtue of St. Paul againfl the 
profligacy and cowardice of Nero, a diflSmilitude not to be matched 
for remotenefs within the limits of humanity. When that detefled 
wretch, however, deflroyed the houfc and lineage of Caefar, by flriking 
with his heel hia own half-fcwrmed image in the womb of his once* 
loved Poppaeay who owed the dreadful deaths it is faid, to her foft 
pleadings for a Chriilian martyr.*— Offended heaven fent a fudden 

. * Thofc who attribute Ncrtfs fudden fury to his wife's teizing hitp, becaufc . he 
ftaid too long at the chariot race, feem to think (he took ftrange liberties indeed with 
fo tremendous a tyrant. I rather fancy, with our early church writers, tliat the poor 
Emprefs leaned towards Chriftianity. Be that as it will, the family of Julius was 

D 2 extinguifhed 
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thunderbolt, and dalhed the gold c^^.from the tyrant's hand. Thun* 
dcrbolts at Rome arc certainly no procligies, though that perhaps had 
its peculiar commiffion. Unnatural fins cry out for vengeance out of 
Nature's bounds ; and that portents do mark important incidents fome* 
times, though many pafs without being fo noticed, it would be very 
difficult and very ufelels to deny. All Titus's army faw the meteor 
which, refembling a flaming fword, hung over Jerufalem's devoted 
walls ; the gates of whofc temple burft open fcven years before at 
Pentecoft, when voices were heard in the air, and evident miracles 
proclaimed their deftru<flion who helped to crucify the Holy One of 
Ifi^el. The great prophetic word had hid exprefsly, that mortals 
then alive ihould fee that temple's final end whence he, its sh£KJ[« 
NAH, was chaced with ignominy; and before fourfcore years were yet 
expired, one fl:one was literally not (landing on another ; whilfl: the 
heroic youth appointed to deftroy it, refembling in charaftcr and 
manners Cyras, who overthrew the Babylon they hated ; was called, 
in admiration of his fuperior excellence. Delight of human kind. 
Now too, as if the world would fain repofe after the bloody contefts 
between Otho and Vitellius, and after this ftill more ftriking ven- 
geance on the Jews, 110,000 of whofe lives were loft during the 
fiege, and 97,000 prifoners carried to Rome; Velpafianlhut the temple 
of Janus, and dedicated his heaven-permitted fpoils to peace. Much 
of the fabrick where they were depofited is ftanding while I write ; 
and the fine arch, perpetuating the triumph of Titus, fcems to have 
acquired beauties, not loft them, by time. Affifting Retro/peSiions 
fi^ht it ftands, and waits His fecond coming whofe former mifiion it 
confirms. Holinftied and Buchanan fay, that Chriftiani^ was in 
thcfe days carried to Britain by St. Jofcph of Arimathca-Hi tindurc 

extinguilhed by the blow which killed tlie unborn infant. Suetonias wrote the lives 
#f twelve men, who have for ages fmce been called the twelve Caelan; but 'tis in com- 
pliment to the writer. 

of 
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ofwhofe love for riches pervades us ftill. That opulence overwhelmed 
not his faiths but rather confirmed him in pradlice of beneficence, 
feems hitherto not w^holiy forgotten by thofe who are defcended from 
his converts ; and if the religion he planted is really taking flight from 
other coxmtries of Europe, here may it leave its lafl remains! and 
angels roll the flone to keep it in, till the great day of general refur- 
reftion, Vefuvius meanwhile inflamed his neighbouring plains, fb 
juflly called Phlegraean ; the mountain raged with unexampled fury ; 
hot aihes, to& in air, darkened the flm at Rome, 113 miles from the 
czplofion, caufing a temporary, and for fome time, an incomprchen- 
fiblc eclipfe. 

On the fame hour a dreadful pcflilence begun that wafle which 
lafled many weeks ; arid, ranging through the contaminated town, 
thinned in fome meafiire the immenfe numbers, and lightened the 
mafs of mankind which tumefied it even to burfting. Such was the 
Hate of the metropolis. Around warm Naples and her polluted envi- 
rons, indignant earth is feen by RetroJpeSiicn s eye (much like the 
deity they worfhippcd, Saturn) fwallowing her fons alive. The fhaggy 
cavern which conceals a murderer, opens by power unfeen; the 
rocks divide ; fudden deflmdlion drops on the inhabitants. The peace- 
ful villa, retreat perhaps of fhidy, finks below the ground: the 
gaudy amphitheatre becomes a part of it ; nor lets one fruitful feafbn 
pais away, before, new- clothed with ufcful vegetation, it learns to 
iiipply poflerity with food — ^Comus and Momus fly difgraced away^ 
and laughing Ceres reaflumes the land. Boundlefs curiofity too, 
daughter of affluent wealth, and parent of general knowledge ; im- 
patient of delay, and ardent for immediate gratification, now robbed 
the world of Pliny's future labours : and while hot Parthenope panted 
amid volcanic fires, and flames of accident or flrange caprice devoured 
the flreets of Rome, burning for three nights and days with unremitting 
violence — up from the cooler ocean in the north rbfe the low rudiments 
of Rotterdam, dcflined to be the birth-place of Erafmus. Nearly with 

her 
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her coeval {prang in Spain the places now known by names of Bilbao 
and St. Jago di Compoftella, firft fabricated hqwever by Titus, who, 
in honour of his father, called itFlavio Briga, and Flavio Brigantum. 
Yet then, and before then, was London copsa negotia/orum, et com- 
meatu maxime celehre.^ Chefter and Leicefter were in being, I believe, 
and York a favourite refidence of Romans. Lanquet would make us 
think* /^^/ town cotemporary with Sefak, king of Egypt, and Jeroboam, 
king in Ifrael ; he fays 'twas built by Ebranck, probably f Evanck, 
a Britiih leader, of whofe works yet remain part of the caftle of May- 
den, in Edinburgh, and fome ftones at the caftle at Dunbar. Pliny 
calls the firft Caftrum alatum ; but *tis beft worth RetroJpeSlion s 
glance to obferve, that this old chieftain's name \%yet preferved, in fig- 
natures of our archbifhop.;}; Strabo places gold and filver among the 
produds of Britain, and Polydore Virgil fays, that cherry-trees were 
. planted here in the days of Marius and Sylla. The building of -B/7- 
lingfgate by Belinus, brother to Brennus, who facked Rome, is not fo 
well Authenticated ; but as the word Brennos means a king yet in the 
old Britifli language, one may conclude that word was rather his 
appellation than his name, among the Cimbri whom he led to Italy. 
But our immediate eye is fixed on the Vefpafians, and on the joint 
triumph of father and Ion, united in glory, in excellence, and in affec- 
tion — ^A light heart, and a fort of unimperial chearfulnefs feems to dif- 
criminate the charafter of Flavius, among whofe odd replies, full of 
foldicr-lilfe humour, I cannot help relating, that when his courtiers 
told him of the comet, and exprefTed fears for him as a bad omen, I 
rather think, fays he, it muft relate to the king of Parthia, for my own 

• So fays Tacitus himfdf. A place particularly celebrated for the number vfits mer^ 
chants and/or trade. This was in Nero's time, towards fifty years after our Lord's 
afcenfion. 

t Evancke, in Welch, means the young now. 

% He figns his name John or Thomas Eboracenfis^ 

part : 
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part : you fee it has long red hair, juft like his — and I am laid. A 
freedman of Ncro*s too, Phoebus by name, had fccn the old General 
f aft afleep while his mafter was afting a lady*s part upon the ftage ; 
and leave the city, faid the infolent fpy, or you'll repent this nap. 
Where muft Igo ? replied Vefpafiah, waking. To thegQlhws, returned 
the pandar, . and faid no more. When Flavins was made Enipetor 
this fellow came cringing, and offered him his head. Leave the town, 
faid Flavius, mimicking the voice he had fpoken in. Where would 
Caeiar conimand me to retire ? To the gallows, SLXifviercd the Emperor 
in good humour, and forebore further to punilh a creature, who, per- 
haps, added he, faved my life from his tyrant's rage, by his negleft.* 
So much for peculiarity of manners. His heart fhewcd refemblance to 
that of his favourite fon, when, though Vitellius was his grcateft 
enemy, he fought out the daughter of his foe, and fortuned her, mar- 
rying her fplendidly ito a patrician houfe. Forgivenefe is a virtue too 
good for Pagans fomehow — ^I feel as if I gradgcd it them. Titus mean- 
while ever ftudious to afcend the heights of moral pcrfeftion, lived iq 
the praAice of fclf*denying virtue from the firft day of his aflbciation 
to power: he had, when prince, protefted a favourite dancer, but 
the figurante expeding marks of falvour from paft fondnefs, was in- 
-flandy difmiiTed ; that admirable youth thought only how to live and 
how to reign, and drove feduAion from him with diligence, whether 
it bore the form of Bathyllus or Berenice.^ Having been faluted 
impcrator fifteen times, he died, expreffing regret for only one ac- 
tion of his life. Hiflorions think that he repented pardoning his mofl 
degenerate brother, young Domitian, whofe impatience for the purple 

. * Vefpafian had little care for La petite Morale-^witiiefs the welMmown tale of 
his bidding Titus finell to the coin which was paid on his tax upon urine. And 
when he was £dile, in Caligula's time, he kept the ftreets of Rome fo dirty, that the 
Emperor calling him up to bis horfe's fide, purpofely fplafhed the mud into his face. 

t Bathyllus 18 years old, Berenice 48— Gibbon fays 50. 10th vol. 8to. edit. p. 129. 

had 
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had led him into plots againft the ftate. On his acceflion, Rome with 
furprife^ beheld Agricola recalled from Britain, and heard her timorous 
tyrant confefs his worth ; but fending him into retirement, poifbned 
him flily. This odious fbvereign over haplcfs humanity, hated all ex- 
cellence, and feared all power. LucuUus, fent lieutenant into Albion, 
inflead of ieeking pearls, which were, 1 know not why, expefted from 
the coaft of North Wales — ^began a manufadure of fpears near Sheffield, 
--^and thoie who uied, called them Lucullians. This was enough ; 
Domitian heard of it, and the poor deputy was ftrangled in his tent. 
'Twas to the fame puiillanimity that fenatorial Glabrio owed his death 
— the lion he was thrown to yielded up the conteft, and the un- 
worthy fon of brave Vefpaiian had him immediately difpatched, for 
fear himfelf might fuffer by fuch giddy valour. St. John rifmg unhurt 
out of the boiling cauldron might well amaze a mind fo meanly con- 
ihuAed. An anecdote of that Apoftle, told by fome early ecclefiafti-* 
cal author,* will ihew that painting muft have been at a low ebb in 
thoie days, although Domitian loved the arts, and was a literary cha- 
radler. When the irrevocable fentence was gone forth, and our Lord's 
favourite difciple was preparing for his baniihment to Patmos, at one 
of the chriftian houfes where he had viiited familiarly, and went of 
courfe on the laft night to take leave of his friends — he iaw a large 
head hanging up. Tou will then never be weary of theic frightful 
figures, Jupiter or Pluto, or whatever you call them, cried he ; it 
breaks my heart to fee this hideous face fet up fo, jufl upon my going 
away. Dear father ! exclaimed the mifbrefs of the manfion, *tis you 
that break otir hearts. This head is neither Jupiter nor Pluto, but 
your own portrait in your own drefs ; drawn by my couiin Caius, 
who is famed for never mifling a likenefs, and he did this by me- 
mory — knowing you would not fit. The ApofUe laughed, and begged 
them to take it down. A flory Hegefippus tells is better known ; 
how reports having been long current, that from David a quondum 

* Leucius. 
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king of the Hebrews, fliould fpring in future times a fovereign of the 
world and judge of all mankind. Domitian felt himfclf tormented 
by fufpicious fears, and caufed a clofe enquiry to be made, if any of 
that race yet remained alive : two grandfons or nephews of St. Jude 
were found ; well pleafed to own the fon of Jcffe for their anceftor, and 
claiming kindred with Meffiah*s human nature. The Emperor called 
them to his prefence and was confoled ; they poffeffcd thirty-nine acres 
only of earth between them, their hands were hard with labour, their 
backs bent with toil ; curiofity, howc^'cr, prompted him to alk, of what 
nature was the kingdom he had heard and read about. They replied that 
it was neither terrcftrial nor tran{itory,but ccleftial and everlafting ; that 
Chrift, with whom their uncle had converfcd on earth, fliould come 
to it again at the coniummation of all things, and judge mankind ac- 
cording to their works. 

Domitian thought little concerning heavenly kingdoms, and fent the 
two men quietly away. Vices are often puniflied by their contraries, the 
miler hoards againft a day of want, which he accelerates by fcl{^ 
denial : whilft wilfully perverfe, unbelief is frequently the dupe to cre- 
dulous fuperftition. Thus the notion of fecond fight was fondly to- 
ceived by an anxious-minded fovereign, who rejeded with fcom the 
truths of Chriftianity. A battle, for example, was fought upon the 
Rhine, and on fome day, when all were expeding the event, a mad 
fellow ran naked through the principal ftreets, crying viSoria as he 
danced along. Domitian commanded rejoicings to be made, as If a 
courier had come from Germany with the news ; which, on arrival^ 
did indeed confirm the cra^ vagabond's early impreffion. Second 
iight was now gaining ground among all ranks ; but the beft inftancc 
of it, for benefit of all his fubjefts, was that of their unworthy 
Emperor's own death, presented pretematurally as many thought, be«> 
foarethe eyesof AppoHonius Tyanasus, then teaching philofophy in his 
own fchool at Ephefus ; where, flopping in the middle of the ledurc, 
he iiiddenly cried out, Nmv, ctyttrage StephttfrnSj andjlrikt the tyrant. 
Stephanus, one of the chamberlains, had indeed, at that very moment. 
Vol. I. E contrived 



34 THE FIRST CENTURY; [ch. i. 

contrived admiflion to his prince's prefencc, wearing his arm in a fcarf 
the better to prevent fufpicion, and conceal a dagger, which, while 
Domitian was employed in reading over a lift, of names, the bold af- 
iafSn ftruck to his heart, and ended a life which had long kept man* 
kind in perpetual alarm. The ftroUing conjurer, who faw in Afia 
what was at the fame inftant ading in Rome, is the perfbn to whom 
we are obliged for the hack phraic He has tlie hlack dog upon his back, 
when people are opprelTed by melancholy and ill-humour. Dr. Henry 
More fays, that this AppoUonius told the Greeks he had a fpirit fol- 
lowing him about in form of a black dog, which leaping on his 
back, would make him atrabilious. The learned Hugo Grotius gives 
credit to this fecond fight with regard to Domitian. I know not whe- 
ther he believes in the black dog. A better proof that the world was 
grown weary of iiich a ruler, was the frequent repetitions of the word 
afy(t^ written on the Emperor's ftatucs, triumphal arches, &c. it means 
enough ; much like the modern Italian word ba/ia : and the trick was in 
the ipirit of modern pafquinades. 

And now the firft hundred years after our Saviour's appearance upon 
earth drawing .faft towards a conclufion, the retroJpeSlive eye views 
with delight fomc feeds of his newly founded worfhip, dropt almoft 
into every country here in Europe ; feven churches of Afia too openly 
profeffing the faith, befides Antioch, where Chriflians firft were called 
fuch. That thefe feven churches, which were written to by Saint 
John^ — ^by name ; and which ranked neither with thofe of Antioch or 
of Rome> did adually at that time reprefent the feven. Proteftant 
churches, which have in later days difTented both from Greek and 
Roman rituals ; profefling purer manners, and a lefs embarrafted 
creed— it is nat my intention cither to affert or to.deny... Certain, it is, 
that of thefe laft feven one has apoftatized,. who once gloried in her 
ziches like that of Laodicea.* Qur attention, meantime being di^ 

^ Tis odd enough that Laodicea, like Holland, was a maritime fituation— its namc^ 
iD^ans ad mart, as fcholars tell mc, 
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reeled to the firft century after our Lord's afccnfion, will obfcrve that, 
although perfecuted by repeated tyrannies without, and clouded by 
acknowledged herefies within, the filent growth of that wide fpread- 
tng tree beneath whofe fhade the world finds all repofe, worked un- 
obfcrvcd its way. Trodden down by tyrants, warmed by the blood of 
martyrs, the grain of muftard-leed caft into an unheeded fpot of that 
vaft iron empire, which the firft Caefar and his fucceffors ib long 
maintained over opprcffed mankind — in Ncrva's gentler day ventured 
to unfold its beauties. The pall and crofs, now inftituted by Clemens, 
adorned the infant church, where he firft fet the bifliop's ruftic throne 
confpicuous from the reft ; and having preferred to himfelf that Linus, 
mentioned by St. Paul in one of his epiftles, modeftly accepted the 
dignity of prefident, and poft of peculiar care, juft time enough to 
liifFer for his elevation, when Trajan exiled him into Iberia for not 
having facrificed to the immortal memory of ibme dead emperor^ 
raiied to the rank of gods by Pagan folly. Nerva was the firft. wc 
read of who would have no ftatue at all erefted to commemorate his 
foft ferenity. Rome had made great advances in her adulation fincc 
Auguftus's time. When a player called him Dominus, wc are told the 
people all ftared and the fovereign chid ; but Martial fpcaks in another 
ftrain to Domitian, and Pliny tires one with My Lording Trajan. Vi- 
tellius had pufhed flattery as far as it would go, to ftupid Claudius and 
crazy Caligula, whofe madnefs, when he made love to the moon, that 
courtier contrived to encreafe, by fwearing he faw encouragement in 
Phoebe's eyes ; to Nerva none could gain accefs by fuch tricks* Tran-i 
quillity of mind and unoffending meeknefs of fpirit marked his peace- 
ful reign, yet he encouraged harmlefs fports, and called theatrical pro- 
fefTors home, who had fled affrighted from his predecefTor. Charader 
is always imiform if well underftood. Nerva was a grave man, yet he 
liked a pantomine ; Domitian was a proud man, he hated dancers and 
aftojs, and ftage exhibitors of all kinds ; Nero was a vain man, he 
would be a public performer himfelf. 

E 2 ' But 
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But now St. John returned from baniihment in Patmos^ publilhed 
thofe prophetic wonders which were there revealed to him j leaving tho 
myftic veil that covers them from common fight, to be gently removed 
or lifted up refpe^fully by Time's flow, certain hand, which gradually 
difcloiing fome feature yet unfeen; inclines mankind from obiervation of 
what's already underftood, to venerate and exped confirmation of what 
remains. Now too, a certain Jew, converted to our faith, feems to 
have written, as it were, a commentary on the Apocalypie, which 
lofes credit among Chriftians chiefly becaufe compofed imder the fic- 
titious name of Efdras, and extant only in Arabic and Latin ; although 
many beautiful and evangelical fentences may certainly be found there^ 
and fome fl:range predictions, we muft not call them prophecies ; which 
are in our own days as ftrangely cocoe to pais. The large mixture of fables, 
liowever^ like thofe afterwards coUedied into the Thalmud, deftroying 
.all poifibility of the book's being authentic, and our church having 
agreed with that of Rome to vote it as it furely is, apocryphal ; hinders^ 
many from reading, wiMt would at kaft contribute to render the Re- 
velaticHis better underfl:ood, as the eloquent author v^as coetaneous with 
St. John. Here then may Retro/j^kn reft awhile ; and if the next 
chapter fliould preient few things to the reader's eye, except fome 
€hara£fcec9> and thoft c^mpttfftdy of future emperors ; let us confefs they 
are the kaduig features — the luminous fpots : fince upon them the 
world, and all whkh it contained, depended. When the chain breaks 
•ad the parts faUing^ iqparate; Borne will have fmalkr fharc of our 
iMttcsitioni. 
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CHAP. IL 
CONTAINING THE SECOND CENTURY; 

FROM TRAJAN TO CARACALLA. 

WHAT was once faid of the ftylc of fomc writer by his contcm* 
poraries, is true of the imperial throne of Rome, Ubi htne^ 
nemo melius ; vbi male, nemo pejus. We now are to enjoy the plcafing 
tUtroJ^eSi of five princes in immediate fucccflion, who ran the race of 
excellence with ardour, no way furpaflcd by that which their prede* 
ccflfors (all but the two Vefpafians) (hewed in the caufe of vice : nor 
can the lofty powers of high-graced humanity be further carried txw 
wards philofophical perfedion, than thefe five admirable mortals puihed 
them. Had the laft public deed of Ncrva been h^/ok a<ft of royal a»» 
thority, the world would have vinited to applaud and thank him ; when 
he united with bimfelf in all the honours and the cares of iUte, immortal 
Trajan — a Spaniard^ like himfelf ; but with more energy of mind and 
charafter, to put his virtues into active motion. The pupil of Plutarch 
then, the familiar correlpondent of the younger Pliny, the chearful 
comrade of his gallant foldicrs, entered the world's metropolis on foot, 
furrounded by his hardy veterans, who in a few years more attended 
his triumph when Rome rejoiced 120 days together ; having feen her 
ibvereign, and that of the whole earth ; to his endowments in the 
arts of peace, add a reputation for military glory, undiminifhed by the 
fame of any who preceded, unrivalled by all who followed him* The 
veneration confequent on fuch decided fuperiority was not a tranfient 
or a temporary paffion. When Theodoiius was invefted with the 
purple, 300 years after the times we are reviewing^ Sisfeltcior Augufto^ 
melior Tra ja£Io, was the cry. Hb finn and fteady courage kept both 
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the capital and provinces in awe. No plots darkened his brilliant reign, 
no cruelties (except againft our Chriftian faith) were fufFered to ftain 
it ; nor was the royal car deaf to fupplications, even for what ha 
ftrong attachment to the religion of his anceftors forbade him to en- 
courage. At fuit of Tyberianus, governor of Paleftine, he ftopt that 
perfecution which Pliny bad before then perfuadcd him to relax ; al- 
though too late to fave from the fury of wild beafts the good Bilhop 
of Antioch, who was fent bound thence all the way to Rome, and 
there thrown, with unrelenting feverity, to lions. Scaliger can fcarce 
believe /A/jpoffible; yet why not? In the year 1796, probably later 
ftill, we know that Spaniards made it their fport to fee noble and in- 
nocuous animals mangle each other ; when the generous horfe, return- 
ing at command to face the horns of a juftly enraged bull, trailed his 
long entrails after him round the arena, in confequencc of the firft 
wound, yet giving not the cruel conteft up till death. Lifbon too, 
fcarce half a century ago, exhibited an Auto da JV, where human cri- 
minals were burned alive for entertainment of the firft nobility; when 
Chriftian ladies expreffed their delight in fuch amufcment, no lefs fen- 
fibly than Roman matrons and virgins felt in Trajan's time, when 
naked gladiators, groaning, died, and panthers tore each other's fpotted 
ikins, to pleafe a multitude made more ferocious by the ffequenting 
of fuch exhibitions. 

Rome qui prodiguait par un mcpris bizane 

A tout peuple etranger le titre de barbare» 

Ne repaissait fes yeux que des pieurs de mortels, 

Et de fang inondait fes theatres cruels. 

La, fous les dents d*un ours, resclave meprisable, 

Ne S9ait que faire entendre une voix lamentable ; 

Mais le gladiateur mieux instruit a mourir, 

Semble percc des coups expirer fans foufirir : 

Si la nature en lui plus long-temps vigoureuse 

En retardant la mort la rend plus douloureuse ; 

Hatez-vous d'applaodir avec une joie ^gale, 

Vous gnves fenateuiSi et toi jeune yeftale. Racinjb. 
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And Lipfius docs fay ferioufly, that no war ever took as many lives oflT 
in one year, as did the Ihows of Rome under their favourite ibvcreigii, 
who was however, juftly denominated optimta bonorum. 

It was he who threw the beautiful bridge over that branch of Da- 
nube called lantra, of which Ibme fine remains are yet cxifting ; it 
once confifted of no fewer than twenty arches, and, by Mr. Du Tems* 
menfuration, exceeded ours at Weftminfter 2146 feet. He like wife 
built the city Marcianopolis^ called fb in honour of his fifler Marcia. 
It is now known to the Bulgarians by name of Prebifiaw, but the Ve- 
netians ftill fay Marzenopoli. The town ereded on purpofc to com- 
memorate his' truly warlike exploits retains its merited appellation Ni- 
copolis, or, as we (hould fay, Vi£ioria. The pillar fet up at Home for 
him, adorned vnth all his feats of arms in Dacia, death never fufFered 
him to fee ; but before it had robbed the world of fuch a hero, he had 
adopted, with judicious carc,^ a fucceflbr from his own nation, which 
may not only boaft the beft and bravefl of foldiers in him, whofc high 
renown will long outlaft the column erefted to his memory ; but alfb 
may in Adrian, who fucceeded, admire, with equal juftice, the^mofl: 
eloquent and all-accompliflied prince that ever adorned the imperial 
purple. iJf, not content with common marks of eftecm and grati- 
tude Ihewn to his predeceiTor, placed his beft ftatue in the curule 
chair ; and, as the fad proceflion rolhed along, Rome faw her favourite 
warrior triumph cfter death. This duty once difcharged, the prefent 
Emperor being, as he faid, perfuaded that a fovereign was only made 
fuch for the people's good, began his reign by inftantly forgiving the 
forty millions debt to government. His next aft was to puniih the re- 
bellious Jews, who really had ravaged the fine ifle of Cyprus with a 
fury worthy beafts or birds of prey ; having ndt only wafted the whole, 
country, and maflacred 240,000 inhabitants, fparing neither age nor 
fex ; but forcing thofe few Wretches whom their rage had rolled over, 
to eat their own dead friends ; and purchafe, by conceflions no Chrif* 
tiau can ddicribe, a hated though Ihort exiftence. Such conduft excited 
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Adrian's deteftation ; and he refblred not only to chailife, but mortify 
a people, whoie ill underflood religion he confounded with oar own ; and 
fet a fwine's effigies over the gate at Bethlehem, consecrating a grove 
to Ventis not far off, whilft he prophaned the fpot their temple flood 
on with every thing he heard the Hebrews moil abhorred ; rebuilding 
fome of the decayed iiiburbs too, as an excufe for changing of its name 
to (Elia.^ T/iere he failed ; the name was never altered, nor the people 
ever deftroycd. The bufli of Mofes ftill bums on from age. to age, ftill 
nnconftimed, a beacon to the world. Let us a moment turn afide, like 
Mofes, and take a Retro^S of that great fight. When King Agrippa 
went to Alexandria, about the year of our Lord 39 or 40, with a great 
train and pomp, fomewhat exceeding that of a tributary prince, the 
people caught a fancy that his face reiembled that of a tame* ideot who 
ran about the ftrcets, his name Carabbas. The populace, fenfible that 
fuch a joke would not difpleafe Caligula, drefTed up the wretch in a 
long purple gown, and putting on his head a paper diadem, hunted 
him up and down under Agrippa*s windows, crying. Hail, King of the 
Jews ! Hail, King of the Jews ! Ufher ahd Tillemont have not left 
this circumilance without the remarks natural to a Chriftian ; but a 
worfe fate would have befallen him, had not that Emperors s aiTaflina- 
lion prevented the punifliments deftined to Pctronius for delaying, at re- 
queft of Agrippa, to fet the tyrant's ftatue in the temple ; all Ifrael had 
reiblved on general migration, meaning to leave their province, fo pro- 
phaned, for famine to defolate, or beafts pofTefs. Titinius Rufus, next 
after Vefpafian, trode down that diftrid: in a dreadful manner ; and 
Adrian's governor, Julius Severus, ifo wafled the whole territory, burning 



^ Jerufalcm was known by the name off Cadyth to Herodotus. The word means 
holy, or holy refidence, as I have been told ; perhaps they confidered it as £icred^ 
from its being the dwelling place of Melchifedek« D*Anville tells us, that the Arab$ 
now call it Beitel^ Makdh, and Kads She it, ^ 

^r Bethel, or Cadytis. f The Holy, in their language. 

their 



CH. II.] FROM TRAJAN TO CARACALLA. 4i 

their caftles, and ploughing up their ftrong places, after difpatching 
53,000 of the inhabitants — that Fuller fays it never did recover ; and iii 
his book upon the Holy War obferves, that ** 'tis no marvel if fo thin a 
meadow were quickly mown by him who had plenty of hands to work/' 
But wc return and follow Adrian to Britain, which, to lay true, fuffcred 
fbme little from his difpleafure; though Seldcn fays his general, Coilus, 
built Colchefter in Effcx, if it was not even then known by name of 
Cacr Colin among the old inhabitants. Some traces too of his turt- 
wall, or mound, may be (een in Cumberland ftill : and perhaps he, 
whofe fpirit of travelling prompted him to vilit fuch remote parts of 
the Roman empire, might have been induced to pafs more time 
amidft our northem provinces, had not his dainty minion, fair Anti- 
nous, been haftily knocked down by fomc rough Britifti hand ; an in- 
fult his great mailer could not be plcafed with, yet had more magna- 
nimity than to refent, except by leaving the illand. That tafte for 
feeing various life, howxver, which fuggefted his journey hither, 
prompted him to continue it through his own native country Spain, 
to Afric, where he rebuilt Carthage, and vifited the Nile. But al- 
though he erefted a monument for his horfe Boryfthenes^ and fet up a 
pillar to his memory near Barcelona, we muft remember that the an- 
cients often paid funeral honours to their favourite animals. The epi- 
taph on Craffus's mule is preferved by Porcacchi, aTufcan writer, who 
found the ftone between Rome and Tivoli. Her name was Cinda, if ! 
remember right: and although Adrian filled half Europe with fine fta- 
tues of his lels valuable favourite, the beautiful youth who fell into the 
Nile, and there was drowned ; yet fuffered this philofophic fovereign 
no idle whims, no vicious propenfities, to mingle with his ftudies or 
his ftate affairs; but apparently triumphed in the almoft boundlefi 
capacity of a mind which could folve the hardeft problems of Eudid, 
and plan with elegance of architefture a temple to Love : who encou- 
raged all artifts, and was excelled by none : whofe powers of rhetoric 
kept pace with the fitmncfs of his logical difputations : and who/e 
Vol,. I. . F progrefs 
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progrefs through his widely extended empire was marked in every part 
of it by fbme benefit conferred. 

Adrianople, the old Oreftia, he repaired, and called it after himfelf ; 
becaufe, having been built by parricide, he deemed it of ill omen. 
But though he delighted in the baths of Aix la Chapclle, as Granus, a 
general of fomc former reign, had originally dlfcovered the waters' 
efficacy, he confirmed the appellation Aquis Granum^ and by that 
name the town is ftill called by Italians, with very little alteration, 
A defcendant of that General's (called Nero's half brother in Ifaacibn's 
Chronology) &r^w/iJ Granus, wrote about the year 127 fo excellent 
an apology for the poor Chriflians^ that Adrian had thoughts of 
building them a church, but fufFered other occupations to intervene. 
Meanwhile Anacletus had prohibited, in Trajan's time, that any 
biihop fhould wear long curling hair, as did the gay young Ro- 
mans, upon w hich the clergy were foon diftinguiflied by a tonfure ; 
and Alexander L, ftyled by his own decretary -^rcAbifhop of Rome, 
ififtituted holy water for purification of thofe who (hould come un- 
prepared to church ; ibme fait was added in a natural ipirit of imita- 
tion ; the hiftral water had fait mixed with it. By his command, 
likewiie, water was mixed with wine in the facrament, moft probably 
becauie from our Redeemer's fide flowed blood and water. This haplc(s 
primate was martyr'd, contrary to Government's intent, during fbme 
accidental abfence of the Emperor; who now caufcd Pompey's tomb to 
be repaired, fet up an honorary remembrance of Epaminondas in the 
plains of Mantinaeta, and eredled for his own the Moles Adriani^ now 
Caftle St. Angelo ; — ^whilfl Sixtus 1. in thankfulnefs to heaven for 
that remifCon of roifcry which our church enjoyed, fung the Trifagion* 
or hymn, of Holy! Holy! Holy Lord God of Sabaoth ! in open day ; 
^nd fent public miffionaries into Gaul for convcrfion of profelytes, at 
which the court connived. Ill health now ftopt the fovereign's further 
travels, yet would he not yield to its enfeebling power: he ftill, as 
niuaU bathed iu a crowd of people, where he one day perceived a poor 
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old fbldicr (whom he had formerly obfcrved in his own legion) now fo 
friendlefs, as to have no one to perform for him the common office of 
a bathing guide, to fcrape or curry his back, as it was then the mode, 
ib that he was obliged to rub himfelf againfl: the wall, as beafts do. 
Adrian, who rccoUefted both his perfon and good ferviccs, aiked him 
the rcafon why ? 'Tis, faid the foidier. Sir, becauie I have no fervant. 
The Emperor immediately (ent him three flaves, and a fmall penfion 
to maintain them. Such an adion foon drew its natural confc- 
quences ; for faihions alter, but human nature is the fame. Num- 
berlefs old men took the fame method of obtaining notice from ib 
charitable a Prince. Our Spaniard, not duped however, nor as it ap- 
pears much difgufted by fuch conduft, quietly provided thofe fellows 
each dijirigily and laughingly advifed them to curry one another.* It was 
time though to be ferious. Many diforders gathering round his con- 
ftitution, he had, fome months befor(^ the time we treat of, adopted 
Lucius Verus Com modus, who died before his friend, leaving an infant 
ion. Of this man nothing is I think recorded, but that he lay on mat- 
trcfles of rofes, rendered elailic by their quantity and number ; and that 
he firft brought up the cuftom of making footmen run before a car- 
riage. Thofe deftincd for his ufe were boys, eminent in perfonal - 
beauty, dreffed like the four winds, and their Lord called them Vo^ 
lanti — they were lb dreifed at Rome when I was there, and called- (b 
then. Adrian next fought an heir among the Stoics, though he him- 
ielf and his immediate favourites were of the Epicuraean fchool. His 
laft feledion lighted on the man, whofe pure morality calls that of 
every other monarch into Ihadc ; and fearful left death fliould rob the 
Romans foon of fuch a parent, he wiflied him to entail the fucceffion 
on Hill further ; then, having provided pofterity with the protection of 
the Antonines, retired to Bai<e, confulting his health only. In that 

* The operation of champoolng, in the eaft, feems another manner of producing a 
iikeefFe£t 
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delightful retreat it was, that he compofed the well-known lines ad- 
dreffed to his departing foul ; and as he had lived a phiiofopher, de- 
fi red to die a poet.* His laft aft of authority altnoft, was Shipping off 
incredible numbers of Jewifti captives into Spain, where they fubfifted / 
by working in the gold and filver mines, both in the charafter of la- 
bourer and trader, till fomc time about the year 1500 they were ex- 
pelled cither by Ferdinand or Emanuel. A Retrofpe£l of that peculiar 
circumftance is ufcful, to elucidate the caufe of jealoufy which Spa- 
niards have been always apt to difplay, concerning the antiquity of 
their own families ; of w^hich the true fource is, fear left they (hould 
be fufpeded of fharing this old Jewifh, or elfe Mooxifh blood. When 
Sancho is afked about his mafter*s genealogy, De los Chrijiianos mas 
vieJQS, is his reply. That country, which was to Italy in Adrian's time 
what Mexico has fince been to all Europe, afforded no ill-devi(ed re- 
treat to Hebrew avarice and genius for mean traffic ; but one wpnders 
why thofe mines ihould now reft quiet, whence Pliny fays 20,000 
pounds weight of gold were annually received at Rome. There is in- 
deed a tradition, that the fhcpherds who kept goats in Gallicia or 
Afturia, having made a fire to burn fomc ftubbed roicmary, never 
could quench it ; and having often tried, left it at length to end as 
chance direded ; the fire then catching volcanic matter, fuied all the 
metal by its violence, and carried away to fea. Some rivulets there, 
as in Peru, are now called Liwaderos, from having waflied ores and 
minerals in their ftream : fome grains of gold are yet to be found too ; 
but they coniider the mines as ruined by fome accident, and can relate 
acme but this. Titus 'Antoninus meanwhile, fo juftly fumamed Pius, 

* JliiiiDula vagula bbtidula. Gentle Soul ! a mement ftay, 

Hofpea comefque corporis, Whither wouldft tl>ou wiogthy way ? 

Qu^ nunc abibis in loca I ' Cheer once more thy houfe of clay, 

Pallidula rigida nudula. Once more prattle and be gay : 



Kec ut folea dabis }oca. See thy fluttering pinions piay- 

Gentle Soul, a moment ftay ! 



the 
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the fucceflbr of Adrian, and the (ixtecnth emperor of Rome, fought for 
no trcafur.es, except in his own heart ; defired no conquefts, unlcfs over 
himfclf ; no wars, but with thofc appetite's and paflions, which how- 
ever he wilhed not to annihilate but to reftrain; inafmuch as they 
lead men to heroic ad:ions, whih under the dominion and guidance of 
that reafon which, as heaven's laft, beft gift, this wife and virtuous 
Prince mifufed not in fiibtle difputations or rhetorical flowers, but 
cxercifed in a perpetual attention to his duty, in an a6H\ c and paternal 
care of that ftate he was called to command — preferring, on all occa- 
fions, modefty to wit ; well-judged beneficence, to oftentatious difplay 
of fentiment. In proof of his liberality, he gave up, on hb acccflion^ 
the immenfe civil lift appointed for the maintenance of imperial fploi-^ 
dour ; dcfiring to live frugally, after the old Roman faihion, with one 
woman only, his wife, the firft Fauftina ; depending on hia own fii- 
perior merit to awe that world which he difdained to dazzle* But, 
though hc.cncouraged learned men, particularly Appollonius Chalcixii- 
cus, his tutor, though he rewarded Juftin, and received, well plcafcd, 
the dedication of his epitome ; he confidered goodnefs as much nearer in 
claim for favours, than either perfonal prowefs or mental endowmettt* 
He would rather hear, he faid, of one citizen faved, than of a tiMufaoi 
Enemies deftroyed. In his uncommon charaifter was verified the ^lying 
of that fage, who pronounced her the beft woman of whom leaft could 
be faid out of her own houfe — while it is the reign of Titus that wc 
arc told, affords of all others the feweft noajterials for hiftory. In his 
day Lent was fiarft inftitated» as an obfervation ofoyr church ; Tclef- 
phorus chanted the Ghria in Excelfis ; and Uyginus, a Greek by birtfa^ 
called himfelf Pope. His fucceflbr^ a native of Aquilek, oonicciatcd 
Chriftian virgins, in imitation of the Tcftsds rcTCCcd iby Pagan fupcr- 
ftition: their havixi^ been prieils to fome faeatben dcit^ tkaofebrcs^ 
before convecfion, might lead their iix)ughts peduquin the iame track. 
I take the commonly accepted chronology, and will not lofc my time 
to prove or difavow it* Maay miftakes have been made by the wifeft, 

concerning 
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concerning the years when fuch events befell ; and we arc now at fiich 
enormous diflance, that RetroJpeSlion may eafily be deceived. Remotc- 
nefs has the fame effed upon the mind as on the eye ; and as the 
traveller to Italy looks back from the firft heights of Savoy he has 
climbed, and fees the fertile provinces of France approximated by the 
eminence from which he views them ; the Rhone contrafted, till he 
cries with Dyer, 

A ftep, methinks, might pals the ftream; 
So little diftant dangers feem. 

So feels the reader of this trifling fummary. But let him, like the tra- 
veller, feel good-humoured too, and fo amufed by the variety of ob- 
je6b, as not to quarrel with the glafs he {ees them through. Much 
has been faid by authors about Quintilian, and whether he lived now 
or long before ; but there were three of the fame name and family, 
and all fupremely eminent for talents. He who faid, Natura nos ad 
tnentem optlmam genuitj muft, one would think, have lived under the 
Antonines. But if the baptifmal font was in their day, though not by 
their defire, ereAed to purify mankind from that original and native 
fin, of which even they, tranfcendent creatures as they were, had furc 
a taint ; we muft remember that Crefccns and Cerdon * flouriftied in 
that century, and Apuleius wrote his Golden Afs. He wrote, befide, 
a pretty allegorical fable of Cupid and Pfyche, in which the theory of 
man s fall and reftoration arc elegantly alluded to, with embellifliments 
both from the true and falfe religions ; but Apuleius had been much 
among the Platonifts, who myfticized every thing. Marino hands 
down the fame tale to modem times ; Moliere took it from Marino, 
and I have myfelf feen it reprefented in a pantomime ballet. Dio- 
genes Laertius gave to mankind the lives of the philofbphers during 
that century ; whence Menage's notes grew up in France^ and Stanley's 

* Two notorious heretics. 

folio 
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folio in Great Britain. Ptolemy too attradlcd notice from the world 
in thofe days ; and if his new invented fyftcoi was not better than 
that in ufc before, it had at leaft the merit of more deep reiearcb. 
The old hypothefis however, gained more laftmg praife, protrafted 
through Pythagoras, Copernicus^ and Newton ; hut Almagejly fo the 
Arabians afterwards called the Ptolomsean labours when digefted> 
continued the conteft many years. This writer drew from Egypt 
his (kill in the fcience of aftrology. The rahibow and dave^r fym*- 
bols of peace fince Noah left the ark, were known by familiar 
names at Alexandria: Cleopatra's maids were called Charmion* and 
Iras, even in Mark Antony's time ; and the favourite hieroglyphics 
which thofe names denote, the dove and rainbow, may this day be 
iccn on the great obeliik brought by Caligula (chiefly for that rcaibn,. 
I believe) to Rome. Egyptian fuperftltions obtained exceedingly 
among the emperors. Adrian had one room filled with their deities ; 
and Caligula had once a mind to maffacre the Roman fenate, quit 
his country, and make himfelf a god in Alexandria, where^ as they 
worfhipt crocodiles, fays Crevier, they might perhaps have worfliipt 
him. But we proceed to the progrefs of fcience ; for Jamblicus, in 
the fecond century, wrote his Babylonica fo much praiicd, fo fa- 
mouily abridged, and now fo completely forgotten : and Galen, called 
to Rome upon an illnefs of the young Fauftina, daughter to Titus, and 
lately married with his adopted heir, left it no more, till every effort had 
been vainly tried to detain the invaluable life of Antoninus Pius, whofc 
purity of morals, integrity of heart, and fpontaneous liberality, gave his 
fubjeft world a conftant and almoft a pcrfeA example of confummate 
virtue for twenty years together : the greateft ftretch of it was, per- 
haps, the adoption of Aurelius, in compliance to the will of the 
deceafed Adrian^and the defxred benefit of all mankind; in oppofition 
to parental feeling, and the warm wifli, which he forbore to gratify, 
of making the purple hereditary, by leaving it his own two fons. 
It was by their hands, however, that the dying Emperor fcnt the 

* Cbarmion means dove, and Iras is Iris ftilK 
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little golden image of good fortune to his beloved Fauftina and her 
hu(band ; commending it to their bed's head, as it had always ftood up 
at his own. The new Caefar haftened to receive his fbvcreign's laft 
command, and took upon himfelf to foothe thofc juftly afflided multi- 
tudes who lamented the death of their common parent and benefac- 
tor, with piercing (hrieks along the ftreets of Rome, 

Hiftorians have obicrved how the different charadters or modifications 
of excellence prevailed in the firfl kings of that amazing nation, and 
how the oppofition vifible in the manners of Romulus and Numa, of 
Tullus Hoftilius, and Ancus Martins, promoted feniibly, the general 
good, and matured the flate's profperity. A like variety, for fpring and 
autumn have a ftrong refemblance ; may be faid to prefcnt itfcif to rea- 
ders who contemplate the difpotitions of gentle Ncrva, and of warlike 
Trajan ; the fteady and domcftic habits of frugality prac^lifed by grave 
and pious Antonine, who never flept but two nights from his palace ; 
and the high-polifticd elegance of travelled Adrian, whofc voyages and 
remarks would of themfclves create a ufeful volume; but it is lefs 
difficult to dlfcriminate the virtues of the good emperors, than it is 
to feparate the vices of the bad ones. Thefc laft are really fo much 
alike, I never know which reign I have been reading, except by 
fome trait more of the author than the man defcribed. A modem 
writer fays the reafon is this, " Virtue has proportions, but vice has 
none." When in his Paul et Virginie, the old man teaches a young 
fblitary what paflTes in Ibcial life ; the boy is at no lofs while they 
are Ipeaking of good people, but foon as he begins upon the wicked 
ones; what could they mean by a<5ling fo ? fays Paul ; 1 do not under- 
hand you. Our retroJpeSlive eye may now repofe on the great luc- . 
ceiTor of thefe great princes, who uniting every quality that can adorn 
a throne, with every virtue that exalts humanity, has left the reign of 
Aurelius a finilhed model for all future monarchs. Such were the 
barriers lent by heaven awhile, to ftop the progrefs of decay ; yet all 
they did, and all they fufFered to fupport an empire, already grown 

unwieldy 
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unwieldy with age, and tottering under the weight of ills brought on 
by a too rapid influx of wealth, and a too wide dilatation of power, 
evinces that they lived in ancient Rome's autumnal day, when full 
repletion finks into faticty, and the broad fun, though rich and radiant, 
fets at an early hour, leaving the fad horizon black with thick gather- 
ing clouds, that feem to prefagc a rough and ftormy night. How, in- 
deed, could it be otherwife, when pleafure was fo completely confi- 
dered as the fole bufincfs of the Senate's care ; that when Aurelius 
went out to war, he faid to them, I go to relieve Rome from all folici- 
tude ; attend to your amufements, frequent your circus, let all an- 
xiety be mine alone ; think you of felf gratification only. His colleague, 
Lucius Veras, was indeed wiUing to pufla fuch permiffion as far as it 
would go ; for having thought it indifpenfible to alToqate him becaulc 
Adrian had chofen his father for a fucceflbr, and had recommended the 
boy to Pius and himfelf ; the prefent Emperor found much embarraff- 
ment from a companion, whofe manners were in every way a contrail 
-to his ovvn. Many fchemes of public benefit being fruftrated by one, 
who, with equal power, ufed it fo perverfely, poifoning by his pernicious 
example the conduA of thofe whom his virtuous partner was ftudious to 
reform ; among the reft Lucilla, daughter to our philofophic Marcus, but 
difpofed to refemble her hulband, not her father, who had vainly hoped 
that marriage might perhaps reclaim them both, and tame a filly fpirit 
of frolic gaiety, which overleapt all bounds of duty and decorum. Thus 
was renowned Aurelius, an example of his afiertion, who fo feldom erred 
in knowledge of life, or precepts of morality,* when he tells us that " as 
it is always lefs difficult to do evil than good ; although the wifdom or 
virtue of an individual can very rarely make many happy, yet may the 
folly or wickednefs of a fingle mind ferve eafily to make all around him 
wretched." Whilft, therefore, one fovereign meritorioufly fought 
only to exhibit in his own condudl a pattern for poftcrlty to follow, 

* Dr. Jolinfoa. 

Vol. 1. G though 
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though ever at an immeafurablc diftance ; and the other as inccf- 
fantly difplayed mifchievous pranks, of eafier imitation and ftrongcr 
ftlluremcnt ; the wiler part of the world faw its approaching change. 
Cities fprung up in regions remote from common obfervation, and 
Frankfort upon the Oder, was the work of Gauls; who wifhed to perpe- 
tuate in that town's appellation, the memory of their favourite ge- 
neral, Francus, fb called becaufe ht freed them from Auguftus Caefar's 
yoke, who permitted the family to take on them a name, by which they 
are now but too well known, over the four continents ; and Turks 
feem even yet to fancy all Chriftians originally fprung from France. 
'Till the time of Oftavius, part of what we now call fo, feems to have 
been denominated Sicambria, from Cambria^ wife of Antenor, fon to 
the firft Marcomir. Her name was probably Gomaria, Gomrah, 
Camrah, Cambria, from the great fountain of Teutonic families. Some 
of the French yet retain words from the Welch, or Cambrian language. 
The inhabitants of Bas Bretagne underfland a native of Anglefea or 
Caernarvonftiirc, at the hour I am writing, and comprehend us when 
we {a,y ycyntr odor tony in Englifli, countrymen ; or rather gomerodoriony 
meaning brothers, defcended from one ftock Gomer. Brandenburg 
likewife before this time had reared his gloomy front; and Brando, 
their chief, fet up that ftrange thing in the ftrcct which ftood there 
fafe towards fifteen years ago ; of black bafalt it feemed, its fize colof- 
fal ; I could get no one to tell me what it meant. The Germans had 
no cities in Tacitus*s time, but Marpurg now called itfelf capital of the 
Cattians ; and Cqflellum has yet fcarce funk in the word Caffel, its an- 
cient appellation. Horrid concuffions too Ihook the wide empire on 
its eaftern fide, and a portentous inundation of old Tyber frighting the 
inetropolis, left behind it a dangerous contagion. But Lucius Verus 
at length falling a facrifice to his own mad exceffes, left his colleague 
unfettered and a<ftive to provide for all. Defcended from Numa, he 
like him delighted in all the tranquil and domeftic virtues ; fon by 
adoption to Antoninus Pius, he defired Hkc him the civic crown ra- 
ther 
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thcr than the laurel ; but the late Emperor's pacific temper produced 
fome confequent vexations to Aurelius. Nor fqueezed for tribute by 
the hand of power, nor crufhed and trodden by the foot of defpotifm ; 
the barbarous nations grew more infolent : while a revolt in Britain, and 
a ftill more formidable rebellion againft the Emperor in Parthia, forced 
out thofe talents for military glory which had till then, by his own wifh, 
remained unknown. They fucceeded however, and he returned in 
triumph to his capital : where the fine ftatue of him ftill remained in the 
year 1 786, fublimc in princely beauty ; difplaying ftill that dignity of 
charafter which language labours vainly to exprefs, and fetting before 
us the majeftic warrior, of whom thofe who have only read his afts 
in ftory, form a too faint idea. And now believing that one of his 
moft fignal viAories had been won by the vaft eflforts of his Chriftian 
^regiment, called on that great occafion Legio Fulminatrix, he liftened 
the more willingly to Melito's apology, and feemed difpofed rather to 
encourage than opprefs a faith he could not prevail upon himfelf to em- 
brace. The cruelties exercifed on Polycarp, however, were truly dread- 
ful, and his endurance of them pretematurally, perhaps, heroic. When 
urged to renounce our Saviour, thefe 86 years (faid he) do I fcrve him ; 
and I pray you bind me not to the ftake, for what you have power to 
infliA, that will he give me ftrength to bear. Away with the impious ! 
exclaimed the proud Proconiul ; away with the impious ! replied the 
half-confumed Chriftian from his flames ; and if great Aurelius, when 
he heard the tale, was moved to pity fuch behaviour, and to fay that 
no more of that fe<5l fhould be punifhcd for their opinions — Jortin 
need not have wondered lb, or tried to teach the Emperor four words, 
in which he might have comprifed with neatnefs the intent of his 
decree.* Marcus Aurelius muft have underftood Latin as well as Dr. 

* Nolumus ChriJIianos amplius vexariy are the words of our Do^Sor'sprcfciiptive Latin. 
Marcus Aurelius fcems fated to occafion offence to modern pedantry. It was the 
fport of tlie French wits to plague Monfieurand Madame Dacier, by faying, Ay, ay, 
your Marcus Aurelius was a fine man ; but by whofe order was it that the faints were 
martyred at Lyons ? — to fee the comical rage into which they both would fly, particu- 
larly the lady.— Vide all the French ^«^j. 
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Jortin, we'll fuppofc, but retaliation was the tvay in thofe days ; 
and when the prince permitted refiftance, he knew his own people 
would torment them no more. He therefore wrote, to aflurc his too 
zealous goyemours, that if they pcrfifted in disturbing innocent men 
concerning crimes themfelves fcarcely pretended to imderftandt 
their bodies Ihould be condemned to bear the pains that their feve- 
rity Ihould infift on. New. wars and new commotions meantime 
calling him out once more to defend the limits of an empire, expofed 
to hourly encroachments, and grieving his good fpirit with the 
thoughts of obligation to lay on fr'efli taxes, he difpoied of the imperial 
jewels for the payment of his troops, having reduced his own efta- 
blifliment even to a primitive fimplicity — Tpite of the Emprefs's ex- 
travagant dcfires, which, though fuppofcd by all to have brought fallc 
heirs to his crown and dignity, he fufFered not to difturb the public 
welfare. As daughter to Titus he deified her when fhe died ; nor 
would fuffer any one's information to caufe a word between them 
during the life of her, through whom he became the fon of Antoninus 
Pius. Her genius for expence required his tightcft curb, and fbme- 
thing from the civil lift was ftill referved too for the reward of ufeful 
talents ; witnefs Polyenus, the Macedonian, who for eight books, con- 
taining an account of nine thoufand ftratagems employed in the art of - 
war, received a royal prefent. Cafaubon bought the Greek copies 
many ages after, and I myfelf faw them advertifed in Englifh not fevcn 
years ago* 

Such was the uniform excellence of this fovereign, that the com- 
monwealth feemed revived under hisadminiftration; which always left 
the fenate (as of old) to determine without appeal, and certain of their 
preference in all matters of moment, he chofe rather to guide their 
councils by influence of his fupcrior intellect, than to rule their deter- 
minations by dint of acknowledged authority. In return for fach ad- 
mirable, fuch exemplary conduit, the Fathers decreed him an enemy 
to the ftate, whofc houfe iliould be found without a pidure or ftatue 

of 
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of their divine Marcus Aurelius; and it was then firft fettled to a com^ 
mon proverb — • 

Libertas nunquara clariorextat quam fub rege plo.* 

Speed fays that a Chrlftian king at this time ruled in Britain; but Speed 
is hafty in his firm aflertion, for Lucius^ whom he fpeaks of^ the Em- 
peror's colleague, had long been dead, and never was baptici^ed. Yet 
that there was a king Lucius many old ballads atteft, and he, perhapa^ 
hearing of the miracle {hewn before two armies in favour of our faith^ 
might poffibly deiire and receive baptifm. Pope Eleutherius is feid, 
at his requeft, to have lent over miflionaries heie, who, ibme thinkf 
founded our firft biihop's fees, where the Arch-Flamens before them 
refided ; at London, metropolis of Britannia prima ; at York, the 
capital of Maxima Caefarienfis, and at Caerleon-upon-Ufke, in Wales, 
chief city of Britannia fecunda. Papal command near. the fame time 
prohibited the fuperftitious refufal of any thing that was man*s meat, 
and a church was built inOornhill dedicated to St. Peter. Meanwhile 
Rome's braveft General, yet unfatigued, purfiied his conquefts over the 
barbarians, which, like hydra's heads, rofe in ftill greater numbers to 
his fword ; and having left a fet of political ledlures behind him with 
the fenate, for whofe ufe they were compofed, and who, when liften'^ 
ing to his laft dire<^ions, intermptcd them only by tears of anxiety or 
acclamations of rapture— he quitted Italy and returned to it no more ; 
catching a fcarlet fever from feme prifoners in Pannonia, where the 
phyficians, fee'd by Commodus, took care he never fliould recover, 
Suffering, however, no dangers to controul his tmly intrepid fpirit, no 
forrows to awaken his ftoical tranquillity, internal peace contemning 
outward ills, beamed on his fercne majeftic countenance, till this frclh 
proof of his young fucceflbr's depravity ; then the fon's crime forced 

* An adage Claudian coniigned to poetical reinenibrance, by adaptation^ many ages 
after.— -iVi/»^««/» libertas gratior txjlat quam fub nge pio* 

from 
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from the dying patriot a groan of anguifhr-t-To what a guide, faid he, 
I leave the world ! and died. When Phoebus could but with difficulty 
poife the feat indeed, well might light Phaeton fall headlong from the 
car. The Roman power fliewed evident fymptoms of incipient decay : 
corruption could no longer be reftrained, whilft opulence flowed in 
with every tide, and vice as certainly fapped the now-foftened founda- 
tions of a ftrudure, battered by invaders from undifcovcred regions, 
and barbarous multitudes who fought but to devour and deftroy. 
Commodus cared little for their aAs or their intentions. Herodian 
defcribes, with great fpirit, the boyifti hafte he made to get to Rome, 
where his uncommon beauty fecured him admiration. Effeminate and 
gay, he foon difmifled his father's mufty counfellors ; fumiflied his im- 
perial houfe with fix hundred human creatures devoted to his pleafure ; 
powdered his own fine auburn hair with gold dufl:, to encreafe its 
brilliancy ; ipent on his toilet, in ten weeks, more than his predecef- 
for*s whole eftabliihment had coft the public in the laft ten years; and 
took arms in his white hand only to kill wild beads withal — a diver- 
fion that difplayed his elegance of mien and accuracy of eye, and in 
which he was eminently fkilfiil, cutting off the necks of oftriches as 
they ran fwiftly round the arena, with arrows curioufly conftruded 
and headed with a half-moon. It feems as if tyranny and archery had 
Ibme unaccountable connexion : not only this Emperor but Domitian 
was furprizingly certain of his aim ; and it had been his fport to make a 
child (land with his little fingers ftretched open againft a wall, and then 
ftick a dart between every two of them, Ihot from prodigious diflancc. 
The ftory of William Tell preferves the memory of our lafl renowned 
Toxopholite and tyrant of modern times : there was an intermediate 
tale of the fame kind told fomcwhere about the tenth century ; and 
our ballads celebrate their William of Cloudefelie for the fame adl of 
heroic fkill. Truth is, hiflorians ferve the dilh up again and again, 
and one fad gains belief in very feparate ages. Philip of, Macedon 
pufhed away a woman who was troublefome to him with fome peti- 
tion, 
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tion, as he journeyed along : Be not our king then, if you will not 
hear us, replied the woman : the monarch then granted her requeft. 

Auguftan Hiftory relates this of Adrian, and it was told me for a 
truth, at Vienna, of Jofeph II. Query, Was it ever true at all ? One 
thing is furc, however, that the church of Chrift gained firmnefs un- 
der the reign of this light-hearted profligate, whofe beft praife is, that 
he firft inftituted a company of com merchants for the prevention of 
famine at Rome, where a medal, ftill extant, was ftruck on the occa- 
fion ; Africa prefenting the Emperor with ears of wheat, and a Greek 
infcription, that all were happy under the reign of G^mmodus ; who, 
among his numerous new titles, took the name of Faelix, and lays he 
would renew the golden age. This fovereign erred Icfs through ma- 
lice than mere wantonnefs ; and w^hen he flit an old fenator's ear, un-. 
der pretence of having his hair cut fafliionably, we muft needs know 
that half Eton fchool would play the fame trick, were they, like this 
boy, invefted with illimitable power. Making Aurelius's worthy old 
praefeft dance nak^d among his young concubines, and letting them 
hoot and ridicule, and at length throw him in the mote to feed tame 
lampreys, was a little worfe. — That poor fellow found his no golden 
age. Oppian the poet, in thefe times, projedled his well-known poem 
on the Chace; as likely to recommend him to Gommodus's favour, 
who was fo fuccefsful in the deilruAion of wild beafts ; he afterwards 
dedicated it to Caracalla, the dreadful hunter, whole chief game was 
man ; while Julius Pollux compofed his Onomafticon, of which Pi- 
nelli poflefled a fine edition, A. D. 1/80 ; and fome Sclavonian tribes 
laid the firft ftones of Utrecht. Nor were the fchools of religion or 
learning difcouraged, though whim, and gaiety, and filly pranks were 
all the Emperor thought of. In order to fupport fuch profufe- 
ncfs, all places of truft were fet to fale, and trcafures quite incon- 
ceivable were lavilhed upon the Princess dilTolutc companions ; among 
whom all his fitters were comprized, except Lucilla, widow of Lucius 
Verus : her hufband, a Roman fcnator of ancient mould, and friend 

to 
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to philofbphic Marcus, refufed her company to Commodus*s com- 
mand ; the next day, of courfc, law him and his wife expire upon a 
fcaffold. 

Lightning now ftrack the capitol at Rome, and the great library 
collefted by Adrian, of immenfc value, was burned to the ground. 
Two thoufand people died in one circle of twenty-four hours, from a 
new peftilcnce, caufcd by the heat and crowd in this thick -thronged 
metropolis. Plagues raged at home, and famines wafted the limits of 
the empire ; whilft the young fovereign, intent on a new frolic, pur- 
pofed to fence naked in the amphitheatre, and there exhibit his fym- 
metric form to forty thoufand admirers at once. This fhamclefs pro- 
jeft, this unheard-of folly, revolted the delicacy of his moft favoured 
female, Marcia ; and prompted her to reprefent the meannefs of fuch 
conduA, in terms her uncontradifted paramour was little likely to for- 
give. He wrote her name on the dead lift immediately : but a fondled 
baby picking up the paper as he played about the apartments, and 
bringing it the lady by mere chance ; flie refolved to prevent her own 
death by her mafter*s ; and eafily engaging his chamberlains* afliftancc, 
who faw themfelves marked down with her for execution — threw her 
zone round his undefended neck while bathing, and, helped by two 
aiTaflins, foon deftroyed a prince who, had he met with any other 
death, had fcarce defcrved compaffion. Commodus fcems to have ap- 
proached modern exuberance more than any other ibvereign wc have 
mentioned yet ; he had a genius for mechanic arts. Unlike Flavius 
Vefpafian, to whom, when fome one prefented a machine for ufcful 
purpofes, the Emperor faw him rewarded, and the mechanifm burnt ; 
for how, faid he, muft my fubjeds live by labour, if all their work is 
to be done by engines ? On the contrary, this youth, elaborately volup- 
tuous, gave immenfe fums to the inventors of umbrella chariots, which, 
I believe, had fprings to them befidcs. When Pertinax afterwards made 
a fale of his efFeds, the people, loft as they were to virtue (fay hifto- 
rians), were albamcd to buy. Thus in this hcedlefs, though flagitious 

reign. 
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fcign, more evil of every fort had been diflemmated, that the paft five- 
fcore years of excellence could counteraft : nor were his fucceflbrs> 
ephemeron monarchs, likely to fupport the dignity of that dominion 
which dropt from the hands of five or fix pretenders in courie of only 
eight months. Though this much muft be faid for Pertinax, that he 
had been a fenator^ a pra£(c&, and a commififary ; had taught language 
in the fchools, and carried colours in the field ; had fufifered hardfhips 
without complaint, and acquired rank without meanncis of folicita- 
tion ; yet, though a man of incomparable underftanding, ftyled by his 
intimates the tennis-ball of fortune, and earneft to fhew flic had at 
length been juft; his name would never have defcended to pofterity, 
had he not worn the purple eighty-fix days, and feen it torn from him 
en the eighty-feventh, with life, which he valued lefs — for no fault he 
had committed, or was even fufpeded of. Mean Didius, who had 
bought the feat of rule with money, parted from it, as might be ex- 
peAed, with more reluAance, like a mifcr from his hoard ; which 
Niger arrived not at pofiTeffing, till after the Britifli and caftern gene- 
rals had for a while difputed the dangerous pre-eminenee. Accident, 
concurring with the fpirit of riot and impetuofity that. now determined 
every great event, placed Septimus Severus on the throne. The reins 
of government were held with diflSculty even by this a<ftive and vigi- 
lant coHHnander, Veri PerthiaXy Vere Severus, as he was called ; who- 
faw afloniflied, new tokens of rebellion mark various parts of the tu- 
multuous world ; and had the afiliftion to ufe, in his own camp, 
coins with effigies of Donald, king in Scotland. HarafTed on every 
fide by a variety of opponents, who, though often conquered to out- 
ward appearance, were never — never again completely fiibdued in re- 
ality ; and, more attentive to retain the fovereignty for himfelf and 
his two fons, than to fupport the authority of the parent country over 
nations rifing in refiftance every hour ; the gout leized and confined 
hixn to a painful bed at York, when fome flatterer exprefling furprife 
that he could rule fo vaft an extent of dominion, being fo lame, fick,. 
Vol. I. H and: 
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and unwieldy — I manage the empire, faid Severug, with my head, 
and, tender as they be, I will yet ftrive to keep it down with my feet. 
The gout however laying hold upon a vital part, he died here in the 
north of England, where he had long kept a fort of court, in order to 
be near at hand in cafe of any difturbance from the Gauls : and though 
an indefatigable general, eminent for the ncceflary virtues of foldier- 
like courage and manly fortitude, he felt in death the imperial power 
crumbling from his throne, a feat more highly raifed than deeply fixed 
in his day ; not as it flood in time of Auguftus Caefar, to all appear- 
ance rooted in a firm and feemingly immoveable {lability. Two hun- 
dred years about this time elapfing fince our religion firll was founded, 
the retroJ^eSirve eye refts for a moment upon St. Irenaeus's martyrdom, 
and will oblcrve Origen, iumamed Adamantius, adding new luftre to 
his great profeffion, while the warm eloquence of bold TertuUian * 
enforced thofe truths which neither hercfy could choke, nor perfecution 
kill ; though controveriy raged between the eallern and the weftern 
church with a degree of violence incredible. One may obferve, in- 
deed, that early difcuffions in faith or politics add energy and ftrengtli 
both to the church and flate. When both are founded lafely howfo* 
ever, he is the greateft blockhead who difturbs them, and tries to raifc 
a dangerous fermentation ; but when decay begins to tatnty or atrophy 
to numh their conftitution, talking their merits and their faults again 
over, revives a latent fpark once more perhaps^ and animates them to a 
longer continuance. 

* Of TertuJlian's eloquence, fuffice the fine allufion to Chrift's miracle, when 
fleeping in the little (hip betofled with ftorms — he waked, rebuked the winds, and 
there was 'a great calnn. So, fays the orator, 'tis with our Cliriftian Church, beaten 
by perfecution's rot^heft waves. Let but our Rcdecnier arife and fpeak the word, all 
Ihall at once be ftill. The affinity this has to Horace's ode, ** Oh navis refcrt in 
mare, &c." is fuvely no difcredit to the paflage ; yet fays Balzac, " On appelle ob- 
fcur ce genie cnorme ; if faut pourtant avouer que Tobfcuritc de Tertullien comme le 
noirceur dc Tcbene jette un grand eclat." It is natural for Balzac to like TertuUian. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 
FROM CARACALLA TO THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER SEVERUS. 

FIRST PORTION OF THE THIRD CENTURY. 

WE ftill are chained to biographic anecdotes, few general fadls oc- 
curring in thefe times on which to fix our retroJpeSiive glafs^ 
through which indeed the Goths are feen dividing on each fide the 
Wefer, then Vifurgis ; and called E^phalians and H^phalians for that 
caufe — while the Jews clofed the book they called the Talmud, and 
Chriftians openly and without fear celebrated the day the Saviour of 
our world was born. Of politics, as of an art, little can be predicated, 
while to the care of one mind only the great and general whole was 
fcen committed. Mankind had hitherto been influenced to good or 
ill chiefly by the example fet them by their rolers,* on whofe imme- 
diate fiat all depended ; nor did the beft among them Ipend much time 
in making laws which the next Ibvereign's lips could on the inflant 
abrogate or confirm. The lex talionis was their beft ftandard of moral 
redlitude ; and when Auguftus, fupping with a fcnator, had feen him 
enraged againft a flave for breaking one of the glafl^es that they drank 
out of, he watched how far paflion would lead the man, refolved to 
make him fuflfer the next day, and fee how he ifliould like retaliation. 
But when the poor flave was flung out of the window by his matter's 
order, the Emperor chofe not to go fo far, but fent an officer early the 

• Caffiodorus, two hundred and fifty years after this period, fays, 

Facilius errare naturam eft, quam principein fbrmare 
fiempublicam diffimilem fibi. 

Ha next: 
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next morning to break every glafs in this fenatorial houfe ; a punifli*- 
xnent that makes a modern reader laugh. Nor could Aurelius ma- 
nage any better, although his muft have really been a faultlefs charac- 
ter, could he have prevailed upon himfclf to have fet worthlcls Com- 
modus afide. But if he fell in the fnare of fondnefs for his fon, how 
muft mankind agree in condemnation of mean, felf-interefted Severus' 
cares, when dying, he advifed his boys to love each other, to revere 
his memory, to pay their foldiers well, and laugh at all the world be- 
iides. Such counfels furc almoft deferved what followed ; when the 
monfter Caracalla, foon as his father died, purfued into the weeping 
widow's arms his brother Geta, whom he murdered there, forcing the 
affrighted parent not long after into an impious marriage with him- 
felf ; and erafing every alto relievo in Rome, ercfted to perpetuate re- 
membrance of him who had fhared the pleafures of his childhood. The 
area degt ortfiei remains even now a monunient of this unnatural 
hatred, which the inhabitants of Alexandria, with more indignation 
than it was prudent to exprefs, ventured to ridicule, and when the 
Emperor came there in progrefs, CEdipus and Jocafta was afted for 
his entertainment — a jeft, faid he, for which I will loon make their 
boafted river run red to the fca with blood. Nor was he backward to 
execute the apparently exaggerated menace : when the next night the 
theatre was opened, a band of foldiers watched the audience out, and 
murdered, without fparing age or lex, all who had fecn the lucklefs re- 
prcfentation. When it is refleded on, that thefc old theatres held 
from four to live thoiifand fouls at once, we wonder not that fuch 
tyrannic meafures loon taught the terrified fubjedls a new leflbn ; they 
hafted to take out the name of Geta from medals, coins, &c. nay even 
from the comedies of Terence, fubftituting quickly fomc other in its 
room ; nor dared a private man, making his will, bequeath a legacy 
to one who bore it. Yet could not Caracalla, though temperate in his 
diet, and delighting in rough exercife, drive from his anxious mind the 
horrors of a wild diftempcred fancy : the figure of his father ftill pur- 
fued 
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filed him, and ftill the figure cried, Omnia fuu nihil expedit. Now, of 
his brother's partizans and friends fell twenty thoufand in one night at 
Rome : all who had ever fcrved him as domeftics, all houfes where he 
ever vifitcd, were marked ; yet, fpite of all that murder, all that maf- 
lacrc, fome courage and fome virtue yet remained. The ftoic advo- 
cate Papinian, commanded to plead in public, and afiert the neceffity 
of Geta's death, refufed to do fo— -offering his head to the executioner, 
who cut it inftantly away, after having heard him obferve only, that it 
was eafier for an emperor to commit fratricide than for profeffors of the 
law to jufl:ify it. Helvetius Pertinax too, fon of the momentary mo- 
narch, hearing how the name of Parthicus had been decreed to Cara- 
calla, for fome advantages gained by grofs treachery over Artabanes, 
faid, that he thought the appellation Geticus might not be much amifs 
(there were a barbarous people called the Getae), and for that witti- 
cifm he was content to lofe his life. And now his favourite female was 
no more, who partly had reftrained this rage for blood ; the lumber- 
ing dead-cart, as in days of peftilcnce, knocked nightly at fome lena^ 
torial gate, demanding vi<5lim$ to his fell revenge j who, after burning 
Ariftotle's books, and putting down all fchools throughout the em- 
pire ; after having long deferved and fecretly received the title oppofite 
to that of Titus, accurfed of all mankind ; was at laft aifaffinated by 
command of Macrinus the provoft, who fucceeded him, and reigned a 
year and half. He was lamented by his ibldiers however, who loved 
a hard hand and a generous purfe, and defplfed effeminacy more than 
they feared inexorable firiiftnefs. The phyficians no doubt thought 
his death their releafe : when teazcd by ficknefs upon Ibme occafion he 
had ordered three of them for execution, becaufe, he laid, they did not 
cure him fooner, who never retarded the fuccefs of medicine by habits 
of intemperance; his paflSon for the memory of Alexander was fup- 
pofed to have infpired him with ibme of thefe freaks. A man at 
Rome pleaded a caufc of property before him : Who are you ? faid 
the Emperor. — A Macedonian, Caefar. — And your father's name ? — 

PhUip. 
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Philip, He raifed that fellow to the rank of praetor, and gave his 
competitor's fortunes into his hand. The fon, fays he, of Philip of 
Macedon, fhali never acknowledge a conqueror. In thcfe days the 
village of Emmaus, celebrated in facred writ from our Saviour's ap- 
pearing there after his refurredion, was made into a city by the Elra- 
peror's command, and called Nicopolis, in honour of a viAory over 
the barbarians : that name remains to it ftill. Of this unrelenting 
Prince it is obferved, that all his bufts and ftatucs have a mean cha- 
rafter. Though not deformed, he was particularly ugly ; and when 
Italians employed to ftiew foreigners the curiofities of Rome, clap a 
round Englifh hat upon his head, as they delight exceedingly to do, 
he looks like Tom Nero in Hogarth's prints, called the Four Stages of 
Cruelty. Meanwhile it fignified every day lefs and lefs who was created 
emperor. Severus was an African, Macrinus was a Moor ; and iince 
the nobleft Roman had taken on himfelf the charaAer of gladiator, the 
gladiators might, with not much lefs propriety, afpire to the firft offices 
of the ftate. When high-born G>mmodus publicly took his title of Sc- 
Cutor, and fighed to engage the Retiarius on a common ftage, remind- 
ing men of his mother's paffion for a "prize-fighter, perpetuated by ftill 
exifting ftatues of Fauftina and her lover, with the infignia of Mars and 
Venus ; difgracing the purple was no more a term, and it was of 
fmaller confcquence who wore it. Sciences too fcemed to have paft 
their acme ; and as the people grew ilavilh they grew dull. Critics 
$ccufe their beft hiflorians of growing prolix and languid ; and though 
Dion does certainly defcribc the dreadful eruption of Mount Vefiivius 
with much fpirit, having himfelf heard, even to Capua, the hollow 
prcfaging roar, by which was followed an almoft unexampled burft 
from the mountain ; we find convulfions of the ftate told tamely, 
either fpun out in tedious cold narration, or broken into points equally ' 
ill-placed, by a puerile dcfire of becoming brilliant, which are as often 
blunted too by native infipidity. The fifth edition of the Bible, com- 
monly called the Vulgate, I believe, was about this time found near to 

Jericho^, 
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Jericho, hid in an empty wine calk : church-yards vrcrc confecratcd 
for Chriftian burying-places ; Zej)hirinus, a Roman Pope, made the 
communion chalice glq/s, which had till then been wood, and his 
fucceflbr, Calixtus, ordered ember days to prepare clergy before their 
ordination. He forbade marriage to the fourth degree. Thefe anec- 
dotes we have from Platina and others, but that Caracalla was the 
man mentioned in Offian's poems, as Caracul, fon to the King of the 
world, merits, as the phrafe is, confirmation. 

It is certain that the old records of our modern nations are enve- 
loped in mift, like the grey dawn when it rifes flow and fad firom be- 
hind the mountains of Morna ; when, feeble and blind, the bard liflens 
to the wind as it drives on a low-hung cloud, and voices are heard 
above. Dark among wintery ftorms, and difficult to underftand ar« 
the tales of other times, while the echoing liream of Duvranno feeks 
the black-roiling fea, leaving no trace of the poet's pride. Macphcribn 
is gone, and Johnfon went before him ; and to afcertain the authen- 
ticity of Fingal, men of lels genius than they were, muft be left. If 
Scotland did then produce heroes and bards, it is ftrange that we ihould 
read of them as cannibals in Campden or Ammianus Marcellinus, two 
himdred years after Caracul is nientioned : but different diftriAs might 
have different manners, and barbarifm mighs return again whence it 
had once been driven. It is flrange too, that the Caledofiians fhould 
call this Emperor by a foufbriquet, when BafCanus was his real name> 
and Antonine hrs affumed one. That appellation now went forward 
as the name Auguflus had done before, exprefling the greateft ho- 
nour a fubjeA world could confer upon its prince. The filky Syrian 
of Emefa, indeed, who, when Macrinus dafhed himfelf headlong from 
his car in defperation, for the death of his only fon, mounted the 
feat of power at thirteen years of age, defpifed all nominal diflinc- 
tions, except that of his own god Elagabalus Thammuz I believe ; 
or Adonis, whofe abfence was wept by women, with a thoufand 
ftrange polluted myftcrics fbewn in vifion to Ezekicl. The fcholiafl 
upon Pindar fays, that the fun was of old called a ftone, and Anaxa- 

goras 



64 THE THIRD CENTURY ; [ch. in. 

goras df Clazomcnae had prophefied, that a ftone ihould fall from the fun ; 
betros or petros was ihown as the very ftone ; perhaps by analogy or by 
corruption, petra at length was name for any ftone : there was a pro- 
hibition given the early profelytes to Chriftianity no more — ad petros 
vota reddere : be this as it may, Rome faw aftoniihed her new fbve- 
rcign bring his new deity, a great unformed ftone, with triumph to 
their ancient capitol — backing the fix milk white fteeds that drew it 
in, for purpofe of flicwing the idol more refpeft. The people gazed, 
yet could not chufe but grieve to fee the tutelar divinities of Rome 
ncglcdled, while hecatombs were weekly offered to this caftern in- 
truder, by a weak, vicious boy, diffolved in vice, who pradifed de- 
baucheries of every fcnfe, in every poffible, every //wpoffible mode, till 
folly failed, and flavery could fupply no more. They would have 
iboncr fliewn their averfion to Elagabalus the prieft, had they not 
feared to offend the god he brought with him : they recoUeded how 
the famous Cybele was fetched from Peffinus, during the fecond punic 
war, and fuppofed to bring happinefs in her train ; though, on arrival, 
ihe, like this new comer, was found to be only a large conical ftone, called 
^f the place fhc came from, Peffinuntia, Such was the image thsA fell 
down from Jupiter, the great Diana of the Ephefians— cffedl of a vol- 
canic explofion probably, ill underftood, and carried in the atmofphere 
to fome fpot where ignorance regarded it as an objeft of fuperftition. 
Shapelefs ftpipes had been fet up (ox worfliip in feveral places, and called 
Befylia, probably from thofe the patriarch Jacob flept upon when on 
his journey to Syria. The event happening at Bethel confirms the idea 
by its etymology, and it was in all times a Syrian obje<9: of adoration. 
The Syrians of Emefa were Surians,. Sums was the Sun> Dea Suria 
was Dea Solaris. This divinity ripened their: guois, fruits, and ipices ;. 
and its abfence was mourned of courfe, though not of long continu- 
wce;* it was fpmetimes god, fometinoies goddefs, but Adonis was 

*•/ thought! it ftrange the Syrians JHoM lament a lofs fo foon repaired: and 
Moofi^w B^illy (as Sii:. William Jones tells.us) faid the fame thing. Jones laughs at^ 

Bailly. 
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thc'ptrfon ckidfly. alluded to, favourite qf F'i^nus, and Heliogabalut 
we imuft ackngwledgc a prc^>er pneft for Zt/w, who mftituted a ien^te^ 
kmrfer ^foc female debates, and entertained troops of bacchante givb 
«lw4)emp«y'paiBfites, with feafta which colt fixty thoufand guineas of 
Mir/money etek^ for many mgbts together, making a hair-dreflec 
head of the privy coimcil^ a dancing-boy praeifedl of the city, and »t 
length, ibrnring a proceffion through the degraded ftreets, drawn by 
four women, the moft beautiful that could be found, in honour of an 
idol to which he facxificed rarities of quite inordinate expence, while 
he bim&If and his immediate .favourites wei« diverted by weighing the 
cobwebs of die capit&l, in order to Judge the better of its population : 
Many of his tricks and whimiies are re^iorded — ^the dinner fet for eight 
blind men, eight deiaf^ and eight fo ht they could not fit at tablej was 
given in the tme fpirit of Hcentious childhood, laughing 9t human 
infirmity; aiid poifibly it might have been from his caprice of fuiFo- 
cating people with perfumes for iport, that modern ladies in Italy 
have^fuch a dread of fcented powder, and every k'md of vegetable 
fragrance. Till his time fweets were fafhionable in Rome ; Qtho had 
fo flung perfumes about the chamber, when Nero dined with him, as 
to endanger his own fafety from the ^nrant who had efteemed him- 
felf happy in procuring a fmall phial of this ineftimable odour, per- 
haps the now well-known otto of rofes, extrafted from thole flowers 
iri the eafl even then. The eating rooms, we know, were flrewed 
with lilies, a very powerful and overbearmg fmell, and they fate with 
garlands of flowers on their heads at flipper, throwing them into the 
bowl of wine for frolic and convivial merriment. 

Thofe luxuries Were driven down into fatuity by the weak head of 

BiMlly for fiMcylag they worfliippcd iire mofk fervently in cold countries; be fays, 
Calcutta is eoM enough in Tome nionfths ; and that the tradition of a warrior bard, 
named Antarah, expiring upon a high mountain in Arabia, for want of warmth to 
drive the blood along, proves they had caufc enough for lamentation, when Tham- 
xuuz, or the iun, kept out of figlit. 
Vol. I. I childilh 
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childifli Heliogabalus, who, whilft his cdoks invented a new fejiice; 
more to the tafte of the mad girls, his gay companions, forced tbent 
to live on that they fcnt tip laft, and faw that the command wM 
obeyed even to rigour. Till tired, at lengthy with «peating taJiw 
true and falfc, concerning the marriage of this painted mmion^ who 
certainly did at the altar wed in a female drefs his own he-flave, ond 
Hieroclesi who was called publicly the Emprefs's hu(band> by whonj 
they faid he was contented to be beaten too, that the wife's charader 
might be compktely afted ; they mafllu:red the effeminate voluptuary 
one day, under whofc horfc's feet they had ftrewn filver duil fomo 
weeks before, that he might tread more ibftly. With him his mothet 
Soemis was killed, who held her darling clafped in her faithful arms, 
when the indignant foldiery, enraged at hearing he defigned to take 
his coufin's life, young Alexander; fet him upon the throne, and 
finiflied the fanatic revels of dcfpicable fuperftition, by tying the fiUy 
prieft and deity together, and throwing them into Tybcr, w^ere th« 
black ftone funk the fair yoirth at once ;' leaving their common rriana4 
to fwim along the ftrcam of ttme^ with that of Sardanapalus. their 
covmtryman, who died nine hundred or a thoufand y^ars before. 
Helvicus, the great theological profcffor, fays, that the Targum of Je- 
rufalem was compiled about this time; but Scaliger fcts it earlier, 
and I fuppofe his is the Icaft controvertible authority; he tells us> 
the Targumrfts might have fcen Jefus Chrift— if fo> we are a century 
too forward here. The Targum was a coUeAion of Chaldee para^ 
phrafes on the Old Teftannent, of which Fourmont has given a very 
curious extraft ; but RetroJ^e£iion cannot turn aiide, where learning 
calls, though loudly ; our little book muft gather common occur- 
rences as it ruflics on, and ftraws will ftick fometimes inftead of pearls. 
Meanwhile Baden was built in Germany, either by Septimius Severus^ 
father to Caracalla, who had received benefit from the warm bathing 
there ; or elfe by Alexander, kinfman, countryman, and fucccflbr to 
Elagabalus. Thefe Syrian princes attracted the notice of a Roman 

cwnp 
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camp fixed' at' Emefe; and as they were nephews to Julia Domii<r> 
iijiQthcr of raupdefcid Geta, Tvere deemed worthy of the imperial 
.purple, which feldom.ldefcended on in the fame family for any 
Jength^ef time. The emperofs.had feldom fons to live, or if they 
fh^, fomt a^^cidont almaft perpetually intervened, that caufcd iuc- 
•ceffi^n ftiU to.icbangc. its oourfe, and this rotary -of foft Adonis was now 
fno TOPr^. .Tho£ethc!n who arc Ikilled in the ftrange mcchanifm of the 
ibuil>Qiv;niubid> ohd tell us that every man, popularly fpeaking, would 
rrdther: be called rogue than fool, may, from the horrible portraits 
4>refeirved in-this iaft chapter, deduce an obfervation not unlike it. 
'Tis that the world tfeems to have felt more offence at having been, 
Aough but awhile, made miferaWy fubfervicnt to the grofs appetites 
pf biaital Vkellius, the wild caprice of mad Caligula, or the depraved 
wantonnefs of a wicked boy, their laft contemptible ruler, than they 
appeared to feel under the iron fceptre of timid and inhuman Domi^ 
tian ; or when the ftouteft heaxt palpitated with apprehenfion under 
the faaukgukiary reign of Caracalla, who, after his death, was quietly 
enrolled am6ng the gods, whilft his young fiicceflbr was toft into the 
nver, as loathfome ViteUius bad been long before. Like ^ him too 
iwas he followed by an exemplary prince, whole purity of manners 
x^eeded no contrafi to fet off its whitenefe ; on this luminous fpot the 
eye of RetroJ^Siion refts delighed, and fees at length a worthy charac- 
ter gracing the feat where fate the half celeftial Antonines ; but Alex- 
ander Severus modeftly declined a name no mortal fliould he faid pre- 
fucne to accept, but who had firft deferved it. The earlieli: ftep taken 
by him fpr that good purpoie, was to ieparate the male and female 
bathers-^^ me^fu^ &t on £oot by Domitian, and perfe<fled, in ipite 
of refinance from the fcoffers^ by Adrian's defire of poliihing his 
people. Till time of j^agabalus they had been kept apart ; and his time 
was but flxort. All his extravagamre, and all his folly, was comprdTed 
within the fpace of three years and ten months at inoft, from his ri» 
•diculoQs ,ei^ into the city with his id^l, to the bkft day^ when the 
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Prastorian bands refcued his virtuous couiln from feats of eseoution, 
and invcfted him with the fupreme command. His next care was to 
throw down the indecent ftatucs fet up by his lafcivious prcdeceflbr, 
particularly one of excjuilite workmanihip and oolofTal fize, reprefent- 
ing Volupia trampling Virtue under feet. An old Greek Jupiter and 
Leda was preferved, becaufe of its uncommon excellence and (mailer 
iize ; 'twas taken care of once again when Attila facked Rome, and 
carried to Venice, where the tale was told me. An hoi|>y(al was now 
fet up, the firft upon record, like our Aiylum, meant to preferve the 
children of poor people firom any neceffity of their proftitution. Mam*- 
msea the queen mother, was made preiident — hs^py if her fon*s pious 
gentlenefs had carried filial confideration no further^ than to have fur* 
niihed her with means of doing good : but to her avarice he yielded 
ibmewhat, and to her ambition facrificed himfelf, repudiating at her 
command the lady he propofed to marry, and never taking to himfelf 
another wife, for fear of giving her a moment of uneafinefs. Women 
bore immoderate fway in Syria, where to refnfe the fcx regard, was 
coniidered as an offence to heaven. Masfa and Soemis had been ad^ 
mitted to councils of ffaite in the preceding reign, and that Mammaea 
might be ftopt from requiring public honours, the Emperor loaded 
her with private emoluments ; while ierious ftudy or elegant arts di* 
vidcd the days and nights of this praifeworthy Prince, who fought, as it 
fhould fecm, to rcfcue human nature from the difgraces brought upon 
it by his coufin. His talents feconded his application, and he was 
eminently ikilful in painting, fculpture and architecture ; yet, ever 
ready at the call of war, he feced revolting provinces with a<^ve va* 
lour, and by dint of a difcipline worthy Fablus or Fabricius, his camp 
refembled a well-regulated city, till by reduftion of Ctefiphori and other 
diilri As in the caft, the Roman empire certainly *refiimed, with a falfe 
Ihow of priftinc virtue, a Ihort but fallacious hope of fpreading to its 
ancient limits. Imitating, though diflantly^ his admirable conduft, we 
ice his general, like himfelf, vi^rious : Cdfus drove back the Mauri- 
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tanmn^ in Afrk, and Pelmatus returned with conqueft from Armenia ; 
but «ll except bimfclf were weary of pradifing fclf- denial. The Ro- 
mans had been temperate in old times, becaufe they cQvdd not be luxu- 
rious ; but opulence like theirs is antidote to virtue, and it was to make 
their court alone, that individuals had,imder the Antonines, preferved a 
fliDW of it. Their ruler's fteady re Aitude fprung from a nobler iburce ; 
brave, chafte, and merciful, he fct the befl: example to his fubjeAs ; he 
ftopt all perfecution of the unoffending Chriftians, and though a poly- 
theift by profeffion, kept a pifture of our Saviour always in his cloiet, 
a cmcifix at his bed's head ; but better far than all exterior reverence, 
he kept the divine precept, which he delighted to repeat. Do ye io others 
asje^ would have others do to you, not only in his lipg but in his heart ; • 
not only in his heart, but in his sudlions. Upon this great, this govern- 
ing principle, the youthful monarch was £rft to refufe the flaviih 
homage praiSiibd to his predeceffors, of kiffing the imperial toe or flip*' 
per ; a cu^m, as be iaid, unworthy men, and Romans. He loved bi$ * 
people, and Lanriented only that the time was pa^ in which he could 
have fervcd them ; refolving however, tliat if they did wrong, be 
would at leaft do right : this amiable, this incomparable charader, - 
fet his doors open both in camp and town, nor feared the cenfure of 
obfcrving eyes upon a life fo blamelefs. To him virtue proved, not- 
withilanding, no invulnerable fliield. From the rough violence of in- 
fulting foldiers, Ulpian, the upright counfellor of his youth, vainly 
fought ihelter for his venerable age under his matter's robe, whither, 
purfued by cruelty inveterate, he at the laft retired to die, pierced by 
a thioufand wounds ; in vain wrapt round by the now, no longer facrcd 
purple. When rank fedition next appeared abroad, encouraged by this 
ill-deferved fuccefs againft an honeft, rough, but ufeful minifter, it was 
to attack the Emperor himfelf. He received the tumultuous, not unex- 
pe Aed roar, fitting on a temporary throne within his tent ; and for a 
moment the effed appeared to juftify hi^ confcious intrepidity. Citi- 
zens! cried he, unworthy the name of foldiers: Citizens, I fay, defift, 
^ ' • and 
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and go back peaceably this moment. The Praetorian legion ihouted s 
refcrvc your fliouts, faid Alexander undifmayed, for viftory over our 
common enemies ; mc you may deftroy, but nev«r Ihall intimidate. 
Retire, 1 tell you : the impulfe of a cuftomary obedience conquered ; 
they did retire ; but, in that fame night, under their favourite Maxi* 
mins command, returned to kill, by black aifailination, the hero 
whom they dared not face, though undefended, when in the ii^t of 
epen generous day. Thus, by the hand of a vile Goth, whom he had 
raifed for perfonal courage fhewn in that German war, fell before ^e 
town of Mentz, which they were then befleging, the all-accompli(hed 
Syrian of Emefa. Like the palmetto, where his graceful ihade, weli 
^ung.by Thomfon, hangs a high canopy betwixt the teeming earth 
and burning fun, this gallant leader iliowed his fuperiority only in a^ 
of beneficence to Rome unknown before. Like that fine tree too, 
cound his roots, and under the prote<Elion of his fpreading boughs, 
grew up all poifbnous, all baneful weeds, thwarting the ends of his fo 
fair creation, and leaving him an ornament for futurity to admire, but 
^in^ering immediate u& from his example. 
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CHAP. IV. 



FROM THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER SEVERUS TO A. D. 300, 
THE RETREAT OF DIOCLESIAN. 



THE maa who fcird this cedar of Mount Lebanon; the fpoiier 
before whofe grafp faded this bright rofe of Damafcus ; the 
gigantic Thracian whofuccccded him, is called by all his hiftorians an; 
ufurper, I guefs not why. Where no hereditary fucceffion is cftab- 
liftied, a man may feize the fovereignty by force, or procure it by arti- 
fice, or as Didius Julian did, purchafe it with money; but it is not 
eafy to fee how he can uliirp it. Maximin was made emperor by thoic 
licentious foidiers, who were become fo radically corrupt, that tyranny 
alone could reftrain them ; for young Severus's exemplary virtue had 
only fkinned and filmed the ulcerous place, which on his death broke 
out again directly. Not only members of the army were become vi- 
tiated by thofe immenfe donations which, fince Aureiius, had been 
lavilhed on them by each new candidate for public favour ; but every 
rank in Rome partook the infedion. Females fought guilty method? 
to avoid being mothers, and men difgraced their own fcx by efi^emi- 
nacy, till they became objeds of juft abhorrence to the other. Whilft 
the mornings of rich people, no longer fpent in ftudy or imprc/vement, 
were confumed in riding up and down the ftreets, at riik of breaking 
their empty heads upon the pavement ; not in the lame manner as our 
London youths gallop along Bond-ftreet or Piccadilly, dreffed like 
their grooms, but with a long train of domeftics after them, that fcarce. 
was the cook left at home to get dinner, fays the fatirical hiftorian, 
or the buiFoon to prepare new jokes for gracing of the feaft. This 

bright 
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bright example was fbon followed by ladies, who hurried from houfe 
to houfe in open litters, with a deformed groupe of antique eunuchs 
round thera, returning late to drefsfor the evening fliow, where public 
dancing was fo prized by thdm, that ^thcn, for fear of famine, fo- 
reigners were ordered fuddenly to quit the city, three thoufand 
were detained by the nobility, as having partg to perform in a new 
ballet. The fbldiers were no lefs difpofed to grofs voluptuoufnefs. 
From a new fovereign they were in expedlation of new largeffes, and 
when handfuls of gold were to be thrown amongft them, he whofe 
va&, palm was moft capacious beft fuited their idea of rttcrit ; but the 
fetfeSlions that are placed in hones and nerues, amaze the vulgar only, 
and amaze themy only for a moment. Two years and a half ended 
the reign of Maximin the wreftler, who fearful of nothing himfelC 
Iported a while with the tcnx)rs of mankind ; and as he, waking, could 
have overthrown any feven men at once, and broken a horfc's thigh by 
one ftrokc of his foot, the fly aflaffins ftole upon him fleeping, and 
gave his body up to dogs and beads of prey : while the Senate, juftly 
afliamed of fiich a niler, caufed the two Gordians to be eleftcd in his 
ftead. Defcended from the Gracchi by their father's fide, the people 
willingly fupported their pretenfions, whilft every regiment in Roman 
pay, took pleafure to relate how the mother of old Gordian was grand- 
daughter to immortal Trajan, a name ftill dear to nil. Fadion and 
ifury, however, deprived the world of thefe commanders in lefs thah 
forty days. The fon fell in the field, covered with countless wounds ; 
*he father, feventy-iix years old, I think, unwilling to fee moreforrow, 
killed ihimfclf, leaving two others, equally impotent patricians, to d\C^ 
putc the prize of momentary power. Yet perilous, as wc fliould at this 
^ifliance, feeing but with Retro/peSlionseyt, deem the ladftate of thofe 
who fl:ood, as it were, on tiptoe, with wild hafl:e to watch into whole 
hands the imperial fway fliould fall : Pupienus and fealbinus were fo 
^ameft, .each to retain the whole without participation, that both 
yvcTC maffacrcdi, in three weeks time, by thg Praetorian bands, wjio, 
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viewing their mean quarrels with almoft merited contempt, took up 
another Gordian upon their fhoulders from college, vv^here he was 
placed by the dead uncles to finifli his education. About this time 
Buda began, but not under that name, to difplay her growing graces ; 
they now adorn the fine hill which overlooks the Danube, in that moft 
beautiful part of its courfe between Hungary and Turkey ; while the 
inhabitants perfift in faying Buda jugo, Venetae pelago, Florentia cam- 
po ; and travellers fay they are right. 'Tis now called OfFen, I be- 
lieve, a fort of fiiburb *tis to the great town, as Southwark to London, 
or Pera to Conftantinople ; and in thefe warm pools which there receive 
wafte water from the warm baths, Vm informed that many forts of fifh 
live and grow fat, confirming Mr. Bruce*s afTertion which, when he 
publiihed it firfl:, revolted fo many readers. Herodian here concludes his 
hiftory, and Dion Caffius ends with his own confulfhip, after which he 
confidered all as of flight importance : like Cicero, who eager to be- 
gin his own exploits, propofed writing his narration backward from the 
time in which they were performed. The Roman commonwealth in- 
deed, and thofe of Greece, which I will call contemporary ftates ; as 
Pericles and Coriolanus flourifhed the fame year : like clumps ftrewed 
over an immenfe large park, break in fome meafiire the tedious uni- 
formity, and ferve to attraft our mental telefcope to thoie particular 
though tiny fpots, dropt as by accident upon the long flat profpeft of 
fmgle and out-ftretched dominion, which formed one vaft, one widely 
fpreading plain round the fole monarch's palace, to whofe care, whoever 
he might be, the whole of our terraqueous globe feems to have beeus 
configned for the firft four thoufand five hundred years of its exiftcnce. 
Of thefe fo thinly fcattered clumps the boundaries were neceflarily con- 
traded, and the duration fliort : each from his fellow fhrub draining that 
general moifture given to fupport one fingle timber tree, fo that fuch- 
groupes could neither much afpire, nor fpread far.* A proof of their 

* Lucumon was a Greek, he was fon to Demaratus, king of Corinth, with whom 
having quanelled, he left his own court in difguft, wandering away to Italy, where he 
was well received, and called Lucius Tarquinius ; this was about the time when Jofiah 
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contra<fUon lives in our laft fentcnce, that Coriolanus returned in 
triumph from his exile, threatening the gates of Rome, while Pericles, 
\ i<ftorious in war, and promoting at polilhed Athens the arts of peace, 
never fcems to have heard that fuch a man had being. Though grave 
philofophy had then attained perfection, tragedy trod the fiage fup- 
portcd by her great maftcr Sophocles ; and theatres for muiick, exhi- 
bitions for painting were erefted in Greece, the patronefs of (cience, 
and model for fuccceding ages : foon ! how fbon ! to become fubfcr- 
vient to a nation then fo barbarous, that although clofe to them 
they thought not of; while the fine flatues Flora, Venus, and Apollo, 
were doomed to deck Italian palaces in future times, and witneis 
the wondrous revolutions that took place in the next flxort, but 
eventful period — ^weft of the Adriatick. Among theft cluftering plan- 
tations then it was the Roman republick lailed longeft ; but conquefts 
daily extending their pofleflions, all was again concentrated under one 
fceptre's fway, of dignity inferior to thofe which had gone before it ; 
but heavier far and harder of command. Thus Babylonifh Nebuchad- 
nezzar was the true head of gold), rich, brilliant, powerful beyond all 
the rcfl ; but having offended Heaven with his pride, Cyrus the Great 
was called, and called by name, five hundred and forty years before 
his birth ; when the almighty Spirit that fpake by the prophets, pre- 
di<%ed that Jilver empire which Alexander clad in brazen arms dc- 
ftroyed.* A rougher metal reprefents the Roman power; which hung- 
her iron fetters oa mankind ; and towards the year 250 after Chrifl, the 
-eye of RetroJpeSiion will be guided {o as to difcern a new authority clofing 
like potter s clay, in manner mofl miraculous around the rufling fteel.. 
Stability hud lately been bcflowed upon our church by partial ten- 
was king of Jerufalcm — living very long, this Lucumon was furnamed Prifcus^ which 
means the old. He fent the fbns of Ancus Martius out o' hunting, and procured him- 
fclf to be eleSed king in their abfcnce. He was hufband of Tanaquil, and grand- 
fatlier to Tarquin the Proud. Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus, and all the old hiilorians» 
tell tlic fame talc. 

* See Daniel, chap, ii. vcrfe 31, to tlie end. 
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clcmcft from young Scvcrus, who, with his mother, favoured Chriftian 
doArine, and granted immunities to ibmc of its profeflbrs. Urban the 
Pope then fixed the dignitaries, and wifely appointed that no man 
ihould be bifliop who had not firft been deacon. Some veflels be- 
longing to our altars now were gilt, minifters were maintained, and 
rafters of martyrdoms kept, out of the money fpcnt on the ge- 
neral ftock. That rapid fticceffion of fovereigns inveftcd with the 
purple, ftainod by the blood of gentle Alexander, afforded in- 
deed ample fcope for records of intolerable torture, praAifed on 
martyrs that preiTed for the appellation; and it was on this fixth 
perfecution, if I am right, that the beautiful virgin Cascilia was 
ilaughtered. Whilft in more northern climes the Anglo-Italian Ca- 
raufms called himiclf emperor, and killed Alecftus, though fome defer 
the exploits he did to Dioclcfian's day. The medallifts are beft to 
fettle thefe difputes : they have preferved his effigies who, finding that 
maritinrie ftrenth was the true vts Brifannica, built ihips, and beficged 
Boulogne-fur-Mer, the new-born daughter of our natural enemy : dif- 
gracing his heroifm with cruelty however, the Britons fet up Afcle- 
piodotus againft him. He fet his forces down encj^mped near L#on- 
don, which was defended then by Livius Gallus, a Ronrian general, 
whom the new-made Duke of Cornwall killed, and threw into the 
xtinning flream, from him called Gallus* Brook or WkUbrook. Speed 
^places this event in A. D. 228, but Ifaacfon, from Cooper, fcts it ear- 
lier. Scotland, befidc, was filled with ftrange occurrences. Athirco, 
the prince, violated all laws of hofpitality, by forcibly carrying off with 
him, next day, the two daughters of Natholocus, a dependent noble, 
who had entertained one night the chieftain at his caftle : but who, 
feeling no difpofition to forgive the infult offered to his houfe, rebelled 
immediately ; and having driven his antagonifl to fuicide, feized on 
the power himfcW; aiid killed fo many of thofe Thanes that adhered 
to AfhircQ, that a furious war was kindled agaitiit him. When eager 
4o -know whet chance he had for fuccefs, he difpatched a trufty, and, 
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as he thought no doubt, ?l faithful mcflenger, into the Hebrides, for 
the purpofe of learning his future dcftiny from a witch or angekok 
refiding there, who fold favourable winds and told fortunes. Her an- 
fwer to the man who came for confultation, was fimply this — 'Ti^you 
will kill Natholocus. The mcflenger, who had not fuch a thought 
before, now entertained it ; and fearing to relate the dangerous pre- 
diftion, refolved rather to accomplifli it, preventing his matter's anger 
by his death — whilft Ofl:rogotha, another tributary of the Romans, 
drove all the Gepidae before him on the continent, chaied many Vandals 
from their ancient feats, and fo increafed his wide and wild domain, 
foon to be called after his name their founder ; that all the northern 
diftriAs of the empire felt juftly fearful of thefe gathering ftorms. 
Nor was the eaft more quiet : Agathias, whofe Perflan hifl:ory ferves as 
a fupplement to the works of Procopius, tells us the ads of Sapor, and 
his battles oft repeated with young Gordian, a virtuous, literary, and 
martial characfter, who folemnly opened the temple of Janus, and 
wedding the daughter of his preceptor Mifitheus, conduced himfelf 
with wifdom and propriety, till an Arabian chief, Ikilled in the poifon- 
.ing arts, drugged the unhappy tutor's poffet ; little doubting but that 
a boy of thofe years, let alone, would foon commit fbme; juvenile ex- 
cefles, that might be urged to countenance rebellion;. Gordian how- 
ever did not difgrace his family, all three who bore the iKime were 
fcholars and foldiers, magnificent in peace, and eminently fearlefs in 
war. So that Philip the Arab was conftrained to excite the guards 
by donatives, to murder a young man who deferved better fote ; and 
coming to the throne on his decease, kept it a while againft various 
pretenders fct in oppofition by the fcnate,. who faw with no dc* 
light a Chriftian prince invefted with royal robes, and placed in the 
firft fituation of the ftate. Eufebius fays, the infant church even then 
difplayed her power, denying entrance to their profdyte, though they 
cxifted but by his prote<flion, till he had made a public penance for 
his 6ns« As Scaligcr however doubt3 thi3 h&i, we muft wait oth^r 
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evidence. Truth is, the captain of a band of robbers, whoic name de- 
notes merely the lover of a horfe, did fmall credit to. any faith, and 
might poffibly have been miftaken for a profeflbr of ours, if, having 
been born an Ifhmaelite, he had retained fome traditionary belief in 
the Old Teftament — for Pagans were perpetually confounding our 
Chriftian creed with the Mofaic difpenfation. I gucfs not indeed, 
what could have deceived Eufebius. His celebration of the fecu- 
lar plays, when in the general gaiety and riot Pompey's fine theatre 
was burned to ground, prove him no very fcrupulous believer; 
fmce at thofe games (when the grave herald's voice called the whole 
town together, crying, Come fee the fports which no man now alive 
ever did or cycv Jhall fee more) the Emperor himfelf aded 3& pontiffs 
fprinkling the vidim's head with fait and wine — a ceremony no Chrif- 
tian convert would have fubmitted to, as for the non-performance of 
fimiiar rites numberlefs men were martyr'd every day. At thefe par- 
ticular plays, exhibited once every hundred years. Jape facias ! an- 
fwering to the oriental compliment of O Kifig^ live for ever ! was 
loudly repeated to the prefiding prince, from the day when VitcUius^ 
then an adulator in his court, flattered lethargic Claudius with the 
exprefSon — ^fince when it pafTed into a common form.* But Philip's 
reign lafted five years only ; in which time, having taken from poets 
fome old privileges, on accoimt of their obfcenity, and built a town con- 
fining upon his native country, which flill retains the name Phillipo- 
polis or Filliba ; revolting Decius called him to difpute the empire near 
Verona, as the Turks call it, where the Arab, by forced marches, brought 
his army, which on arrival fled treacheroufly to the newer favourite, 
bearing with them their general's head upon a pike, the better to fccurc 
pardon from the conqueror, who lived not indeed to enter his capital, 
though by his order the hotteft perfecution ever feen was begun there, 
infomuch that Niccphorus fays the crowd of martyrs grew fo truly im- 
menfe, that fand on the fea-fhore might as eafily have been numbered. 

* Sspe facias means do it often : prefide many times over this amufement. 
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St. Lawrencc^s fupcrior torments and conftancy give him peculiar claim 
for di{lin(^ion ; the gridiron s form on which he fuiFered, is at this 
day perpetuated in tlie Efcurial palace at Madrid, 

Meanwhile the Roman empire pafTed fwiftly through the hands of 
ihc two Decii, Prifcus, Valcns, Gallus and Voluiian — who feemed 
vying with each other in cruelty towards our brethren, on whofe ob- 
ftinate denial of their gods and goddeffcs, was now charged all the 
ttnfery of Rome — ^war, famine, peftilence, and dread of utter ruin 
from the barbarous nations, vainly bought off by Gallus with difgracc- 
fill gifts ; and ftill returning frelh to the attack, armed with new 
jpowcrs, and eager for new plunder. Civil commotions too (hook the 
metropolis, which, in thebofom of voluptuous folly, was enduring all 
th* horrors <rf a cowtcft caufed by iEmilianus*s revolt. It was not 
tkefp that the exhaufted ftate required copious bleeding : Monteiijuieu 
fays how fuch internal broils ftrengthen the nerves of government, 
»nd tells how people accuftomcd to difpute at home, become forfooth 
invincible abroad. This doArinc men are preaching while I write ; 
but the pl«>ept is dangerous and fallacious : Montefquieu meant a 
young ftate, titdt an old one. 

Our firft King Jatnes (I have read) was feized with an ague in the 
doife of life ; «nd feeling low-ipirited at *death*s approach, fomc cour- 
tiers reminded him of a proverb ufed in England ; and. Oh ! faid they, 
yoiffr Majcfly muft recoiled, that an agtie injprmg is fhyficfvr a king. 
-^Aye, but the adage meant a ^oK«^ king, replied the expiring mo- 
titodh. The c^^nt in both thefe cafes is the fame. 

Whilft one half of the Roman fulge<fts, in all parts of the empire, 
were tKHgendy cutting the throats of the other half — many falling 
upoti religious accounts — and thofe who cared not about piety were 
contending for powtr ; their helplefs emperor, the once tyrannic Va- 
lerian, ferved the Perfian prince Sapores for a footftool, whence every 
day he irrounted his horfcT tiH, trrcd with afTertmgthis unconteftcd 
privilege, he flayed the wretched prifoner yet alive, and ftrewing 
with falt^ revenged unconfbiouHy on his pampered body, the agonies 
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he had delighted to mA\6t on Chriftians. The Roman empire tiext Taw 
itfelf fplit and ruled by thirty tyrants, who could not however proteft 
the limits of dominion, while each ieparate general fought for himielfa 
not jfbr his undone country-^and the bold Oftrogoth* fpoiled all Bi- 
thynia, loading themiclvcs with treafures of which they could Jnot 
comprehend the value — nor Icemed to know, while they were wafting 
Macedonia, that in that country had been born the fovcreign of thft 
world. y 

Gallienus meantime, a fenfual prince, held the flight reins of go^ 
^xmrnent at home, and feemed (whilft flavery from mere habit mi-^ 
niftered to his plcafures) fo little difturbed by what had chanced 
abroad, that he gave himfelf wholly up to gay voluptuoufneis, making, 
as Shakefpear fays, his lofs his iport ; and fenielefsly delighting to hear 
his name recorded with that of Commodus, his model. Let him not 
lofc his well-acquired fame; 'tis to the fkill of Gallienus thatw^e owe 
the firft good plan of a fine hot-houfe, ice-houfe, and confervatoryt-r^ 
but the rough Goths hindered its execution. And now, diigufted with 
the fight and hearing of luch ill-timed, fuch furfeiting abAirdity; 
which, not confined to courts or palaces, fpread among all the ranks 
of men at Rome— -Paul, the firft hermit on record, retired ; fled from 
fociety of human kind, and living in a defert upon herbs and fruits^ 
gave rife to the idea of obtaining favour from God, by voluntary exile 
from the company of thofc who debafed their nature, and contradided 
their reafon ; refufmg the offered mercies of a Redeemer too, andi dc* 
ftroying the efFeds, fo far as in them lay, of his fo great falvation. On 
this example afterwards were founded monaftic orders— within out 
own remembrance nearly innumerable^ ; and fubjed, for that cauie and 
many others, to inconceivable abufcs. Meanwhile the hierarchy held 

* 1 have read foji)ewhefe» that Alexandei* had tlie fecret of cooling his liquors by 
ice, while be was in India, thougl) Pliny fpeaks of it as new in Nero's time, a^d fay^ 
that emperor boiled water firft, that it might freeze the eafier. If Alexander was. 
acquainted with ice, what could the ftory mean of the fpring Nlcottis, whofe waters 
were fo cold tbcj buift all refleisbut a mtdt's hoof??? 
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firm within the church, and copes and holy veftmcnts now adorned it; 
though various herefies difgraced thefe early times of Chriftianity, 
when tares were fbwn which yet perplex the field. An enemy, our 
Saviour told us> was the planter ; he faid they fiiould grow up along 
with the good corn, and who knows but that the harveft may be hard 
at hand. — ^But we're engaged not to anticipate, our bufinefs is with 
RetroJpe£lion\ nor muft lofe fight of the vaft Gothic irruptions which 
at the hour we treat of, more frequent and in fuller tides, rolled o'er 
the habitable globe, amazing all, but chiefly overwhelming Peloponae- 
fus and its contiguous claffic countries. Athens and Argo ; Sparta, 
Thebes, Dodona ; theatre of glory, virtue, valour, elegance : confe- 
crated fcenes ! where Plato taught, where Sappho fung ; where Phidias 
gave to their refemblances in marble fo warm an animation, fo difcri- 
minating a charaAer, they hoped from him a fecond immortality. But 
from this flood of barbarifm, far worfe than that which their Deucalion 
and Pyrrha were fabled to fiirvive — not . even Jiones efcaped. The 
temple of Ephefus, one of the fcven wonders of the world, was burned 
in this confufion ; and by a pillar which may be feen at Pifa yet, its 
general merit may in fome mcafure be eftimated. But when the un- 
feeling north poured forth her wafte inhabitants, and bid them roam 
for prey, rcgardlefs of the ruin left behind : onward they prefs'd in 
countlefs multitudes, unconfcious Ihoals ; as when old Ocean half 
acquires folidlty from life that ftirs within ; bringing, at fl:ated times, 
innumerable fifli down from the fertile Baltic, to be loft in that capa- 
cious aggregate of waters that clafp around the fouthem continent — 
fo burft thefe Goths and Vandals on mankind, fparing no place, no 
fex, no age, and no opinion. The dragon then indeed di{gorged a flood 
out of his mouth to deftroy the woman, well reprefenting our Chrif- 
tian church, but the earth helped the woman, as St. John faw in his 
Apocalypfe ; and that religion meant to be fwept away, efcaped the 
violence ; ftrengthening in fpite of oft repeated blows, prospering in 
ipite of oft repeated plunder. 

Councils had long been held, and fome few years before, under the 

papacy 
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papacy of Anterus, a Grecian martyr, had been made the rule of tranf- 
lating from one bifhoprick to another, after the example of St. Peter, 
who ((aid he) we know reiided firft at Antioch. Yet modern* Ro- 
manHb afTert their church to be the very earlieft on record — Strange, 
wilful ignorance, or inconiiftency. Claudius meantime, a bold Dalma* 
tian; yfho (licceeded to the diflblute Gallienus, found bufinefs enough 
to employ all his thoughts, without difturbing others in their worfliip. 
Trcbellius Pollio tells us how his general, fo juftly furnamcd Fl(3or, 
flew in one day by ftratagem and war three hundred thoufand Goths, 
neatT Locus Befiacus, now Logo di Garda^ in Italy. That the man 
himfelf died of the plague there, is much lefs incredible ; fuch daugh- 
ter muft have infeifled the air. Renowned Aurelian next inveilred 
with the purple, foon proved how well plebeians ipight deferve it : his 
mercantile extradion, and inordinate love of wealthy prompted him to 
gild the firft, and difplay the power of the fecond. Orleans yet ftands 
a monument of his munificence — ^golden city ftill, and ftill prefcrv- 
ing his name who buik it — ^^«Heian Aurelian. It has perhaps in 
thcfe later ages given title to the beft aiid worft of all the princes pro- 
feffing Chriftianity. But Rome was not forgotten ; he compafs'd her 
round with a wall fifty miles in circuit ; he numbered the people, re- 
formed grofs abufeis, pardoned with unexampled greatnefs of mind his 
rival Tetricus, and fuhdued the rebel Zenobia by his generofity, after 
having triumphed over ber armies by his fuccefs. 'Tis faid her having 
figned her own mmtjirji in letters that paft between them, was the' 
original and deep^ated caufc of Aurelian's rancour, though it appears 
to our eyes on Retro/peSiion, that there was no need of aggravation 
after 4fee had erefted an Independent throne, and called herfelf folemnly 
Queen of the Eaft, In times of refinement however, as there are 
more vam men than interefted ones in the world, incivility produces 
ftronger averfion than does injury : among favages there is no offence 
but a bk)^, and among mere monied |)eople, no offence but a rob- 
bery. . 

Vol.! L 'Tis 
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*Tis told by fome hiftorians how, when he would have figned an 
ediifl for perfecuting the Chriftians, his uplifted hand was pretcrna- 
turally arretted : happy had fuch been the fate of that traitor's arm 
who bafely aflaffinated this gallant fovereign, able to govern writh dig- 
nity and wifdom, although with rigour and roughnels — a world fo 
turbulent, and fubjefts fo corrupt : a general — who had driven the 
invading Franks from before the gates of old Ravenna, and in the 
cpurfe of many vidories, had killed by his own perfbnal prowefs nine 
hundred enemies of Rome. Longinus, now infpired by the mufes> 
wrote criticifm with poetic fire ; and Porphyry coUefted with fuch 
fpider-like diligence every argument againft our faith, that no enemy 
fmce his time has been able to find a new one— » 

Deftroy their fib and fophiftry, in vain, 
The creature*s at his dirty work again. 

Nor has the old cobweb, firil well faflened by this adhefive tormentor^ 
been ever (we muft avow) completely fwept away. But Tacitus and 
Probus next for awhile detain the retroJpeSirue eye ; as by their indefa- 
tigable efforts they checked the progrefs of approaching ruin. Carus> 
Carinus, Dioclefian too, delay our advance from the& far diflant pe- 
riods, by their fplendour; while Gibbon, whofe fcruples of incredulity 
never perplex him, when dilating upon the favourite thfeme of Pagan 
virtue or of Pagan greatnefs, believes implicitly that the whole furni- 
ture of that prodigious colofTeo, which, be himfelf has feen, and known 
to be 584 feet long, and 487 broad, was of folid gold, filvcr, and am- 
ber; that a belt fludded with, precious ftones, divided there one rank 
from another, reaching all round it, as do the boxes in our Englifh. 
theatres ; that nets to keep <)ff the wild bcafb were of gold wire, and 
that a filkcn canopy was drawn over the top to fhade performers and 
fpeftators from the fun. This may be true, but nothing in Scripture 
is fo hard to believe ; becaufe filk fold for its own weight in gold, when 
Aurelian, vrho denied his Emprefs a robe of it as too coftly, led queea 

Zfiixobiai 
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Zenobia through the ftrccts in triumph.* Tacitus, the hiftorian, in- 
deed, does mention vejiis fertcay and Mr. Murphy tranllates it into filk 
apparel; but I fancy that muft have meant thin muflin, vEJiis hotnhy^ 
f;W -rather ; unlefs ^vr^s gauze ; for Mr. Murphy fays in a note, that 
Seneca cenfured the Roman ladies for v^rearing tranfparent dreffes, and 
he knows perfe6lly that filk is not tranfparent ; he knows too, that 
Englifhwomen, in his own time, rejeded filk clothes, becaufe they 
were not fufficiently voluptuous or tranfparent, fubftituting muilins of 
cotton fubftance in their ilead. As to the belt ftuddcd with precious 
ftones, I doubt whether the diamond mines of South America, then un- . 
difcovered, could have furniflied it. Balt/iais in gemmis, et in Utaporticus 
auroy is to me no proof ; the poet would have faid with Prior — Odds 
my life, muft onejwear to the truthof afougf Befides that, modem Ita- 
lians have a way of calling many ftones gems^ to which our Englifh 
annex no fuch idea. Jafper, granite, pavonazzo, and carnelion ; 
nor are the writers of Auguftan hiftory fcrupulous, as it appears, when 
relating the follies or gaieties of the moment. Who can believe their 
tale, that Elagabalus built a lofty tower, whence to throw himielf in 
cafe of an attack : when wc all know the creature reigned not four 
years in all ; and of them furely was not in fear from rival power 
four months, during which time no fuch high fabric could have been 
conftruded ; and they cover the fleps with gold and pearls too ; they- 
coft us authors nothing. If any fuch tower ever did exift, it was a 
toy, I fancy, fit for an emperor of fourteen years old to play with. 
The very extraordinary donative and fhow prefcnted to the Homan 
people by Probus, appears lefs improbable, wrhen he tranfpianted two 
hundred foreft trees into the vaft arena ; then turning loofc to frolick 
in their ihade one thoufand fallow deer, one thousand boars, and half 
as many oftriches, with many tropical birds from Africa, threw tiie 

* Yopifcus lays fo. 
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doors open to permitted plunder, and diverted himfelf by (eeing all 
fuddcniy devoured, and fw ept away by an impetuous populace: Some- 
thing of the fame fpirit of amufcment fubfifted fincc my time in Italy, 
and called Coccagna. A light fcalFold is not feldom, even now, crefted 
on a holiday at Florence or Bologna ; and lambs, calves, kids, cakes, 
loaves, fruits, &c. placed on its (helves, adorned with ribbons, flowers, 
&c. on a iignal given, in burft the mob ; and 'tis the fport of more 
elegant fpeftatbrs to fee the havock that they make, all in a moment. 
When Heliogabalus made a Coccagna, he fct up for pillage, ' fat oxen, 
camels, horics, afles, ftags : The Auguilan hiftory faySf Jep-vos, fervants ; 
,but Saimaiius wifely thinks they were not Jlaves, but rather cervos, deer. 
I have feen a print of this diveHion in a houfe ibmewhere in the weft 
of England. We have no entertainment of that kind, unlefi the fud- 
den carrying off what was provided for our King s dinner at Weft- 
min{ler*hall, after the coronation, may be called fuch : or the taking 
of Pocklington liland, upon Derwent- water-Lake, which every 28tb 
of Augttft may be feen covered with boats and barges for a mock at*< 
tack upon the little fort, raifed by its generous proprietor on the 
morning when he puts his rah^parts in a ftate of defence, wdth barrels 
of ftrong beer, Hams, and pieces of beef few: a while, then iuffers all 
to be ftormed and plundered for the amuiing of his rich neighbours; 
and for benefiting his poor ones ; furrendering the caftle, after fix 
o^dock, at diicretion of the ladies, for whom a ball and fiipper is 
prepared. ^ But Dioclefian's ads recall us back to Rome, where, hav* 
ing defeated all his competitors, extirpated the Quingentiani legion^ 
an4 made a horrible (laughter of the Groths in Pannonia, found leifure 
to i^ on fiiot the fiereeft perfecution againft Cbriftianity which its 
piofeflors had till then endured. *Twas he too ini!)ituted or approved 
^e method of outlawing his iul^^ds accufed of this peffiiafiony fi> 
thatjuftice could always be had againft them — ^never for them: a 
Qmftian*s evidence was not to be accepted ; nor had they any protec-. 

tion 
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tion from ibcicty ; whence, hunted now ia every ihape from every 
place, throughout the empire, he deftroyed hundreds at once ; whole 
cluftcrs and communities^ fired like to nefts of vermia or of inieds^ 
and tortured indiYidually bcfide ; by governors willing to dfelight the 
Emperor's fancy, encouraging in him falfehope of their poffible ex- 
tin&ion. Chriftians were now fcarce to be ften by day, ditring which 
hour (he catacombs and manfions of the dead co&ccaled their pious 
fervour : while Caius, a pope nearly related to I>ioeld[iaii himfelC re- 
doubled im attention to koep within bounds of nece&ry prudence* 
that ipirit which prompted many to pirovpke the hand of powcrj and 
feck the crown of martyrdoim. 

Perpetual potndering upon oae fubjeA will pisod^ace fomothiBg not 
unlike infanity : our haplefi pfcdeceflbrs. meditating in folit^dto^ upooi 
thofe nijdfi^rw, fof truth of which they fuffered fo noucb fon^w— -cndedl 
thieir round of thought oft times ia error ; and wapderi«g m wilder-* 
aeiTes of conjefture, the Manicfaaeani hereiy made itfclf known amongft 
us. Manes, a Perfian empiric, imngled the Zoripallriaa mythioloGr 
with our reHgion^ and fet up a new origin of evil in oontradt&iooi toi 
Mofes*s acGQimt^ majdngtvro co-eteraaL principles in imitaiuon' o£ Or* 
mufd and Ahrimanius. Had not this fellow, from 'want of ikill ivy 
medicine,, miftook the cafe of Prince Vavaxies^ fon to the king of Peifi^^ 
for which his father had him fbyed aUve, and his ikiaftufled wiitki 
chafi^i mpre B^chief had been done: hiaerr<»ra hare however kfted 
long eaough ; and Voltaire, perhaps in fport» appears by his romaooe 
of Cahdide to have believed them. I uentioin of the many wild opir' 
viona which prcflcd npon^ and would, have firangled omr reHgkm ia ttst 
CfaKUo>h^ iit ttoC beentroly of diviiio oitiginaJ^ only thofe few whicb 
have repaiAined tUl now ; counting dead £nfents wouki be k& of ttn»^. 

Tho* fwartning then 
Wkh eenpHcated monAershead and tatf. 
Scorpion and arp, and amphifbxna dire. 

The 
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The Python's felf however, paganilin, now fwelled even to burfting 
with the divine honours lately aflumed by Dioclelian, made dangerous 
attempts almoft untried before ; and fervile Rome faw that bright dia- 
dem which flic had refufed to hsx Jirft emperor's merits, tried on by 
the irrefiftible defpotifm of her thirty- ninth, a plebeian by family, by 
original profeffion a fcrivener, yet by the coincidence of military 
prowcfs, with uncommon turns of fortune in his favour, we fee the 
ara acUattca in this reign put an end to ; and mankind counting all 
events from his birth, who had no name but what the place fupplied 
that he was born in Dioclea. This is ftrange ; but far more curious 
ftill the tale told by Vopifcus, how Dioclelian, when in Mona once, 
meeting a druidefs, gave her a fmall donation ; but the woman iaid 
he need not to be fo fparing of his money, for after he had killed a boar 
he fliotdd be emperor. The young fbldier delighting in field fports 
killed many boars ; and laughing, ufed to fay, the iybil was miftaken ; 
for his fortune mended flowly : I kill the boars, faid he, but others eat the 
brawn. Time rolled away however, till at length Arrius Aper^^ father- 
-in-lawof1>fumerianus, treacheroufly grafping at the purple, murdered his 
daughter s hufband. This traitor was coniigned toDioclefian to difpatch, 
who afking his name, and hearing it, foon iheathed his bright fword 
in the ailaffin s bowels, crying, et hunc aprum cum cateris ;f which 
^one, the fbldiers without deliberation, praiiing his decifive ftroke of 
juftice, took him luddenly upon their flioulders, and faluted him /w- 
perator. The life of this man then was marked by wonders, among 
which the ftrangefl: hx was the rare proJe<El he conceived of building 
a new palace at Salona, whence to retire, like Sylla, from the adulation 
of fubjeAs whom he fulpeAed, and from the vengeance that he dreaded 
for his critties. 'Tis iaid the tafte in which his houie wa!s built, proves 
that the arts as well as fciences decayed ; and when hiftorians relate 
the wonderful occurrence, language itfclf, like other branches of lite- 

* Aper means boan f And this boar among (he reft. 
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rature, feems finking under a ruihing torrent of barbarity, very difficult 
to be accounted for even by the wiieft authors who have ¥ndtten upon 
the decline and fall of the Roman empire : a theme of cavil now, a 
fubje^ft of contention, for modem petty wits and demi fcholars ; an ob» 
jed to be peeped at through my iinoaky glafs of wretched Ritro^c^ 
tion. Enormous land-ilips thus confound the naturalifl^ and cruih 
the farmer ; whilft vile attorneys only find account^ by urging on dif- 
putcs for deluged or for diflocatcd property. 
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C H A P. V. 

PROM THE DEATH OP DIOCLESIAN TO THE DEATH OF 
CONSTANTINE THE GREAT. 

PART OF THE FOURTH CENTURY. 

HAVING now climbed up the firft three hundred years after our 
Chriftian aera, fpeculation begins to ftagger at the height ; and 
Retrojpeaion ftands herfelf at gaze. Lighter than Phaeton my whirl- 
ing car feems Ihaking under me at every flep ; 

Nor will my deeds for obfervation ftay» 
But hurry on — too fail to mark our way. 

A moment however muft be beftowed on the retreat of Dioclcfian ; 
who, after reigning twenty years or more, whether fatiated with un- 
availing triumphs over yet uniubdued barbarians, or difgufted by per- 
ceiving that all his fubjeds blood ipilt in that Sanguinary period availed 
nothing towards preventing perpetual converfions from paganifm ; or 
whether he was afraid of being aiTaffinated like his predeceflbrs, an 
appreheniion by no means ill founded, quitted his crown, his purple, 
and his pomp, and fettled at Salona as he had long intended. Let 
the efFeft on us be what it will, the example ftruck his colleague Maxi- 
mian with fuch force, that he, from imitation or caprice, adopted it, 
having firft built the beautiful amphitheatre at Verona, which I faw 
in admirable prefervation about the year 1786, and fome thermae at 
Milan made with immenfe cxpence : thofe fabricated at Rome by 
Dioclefian yet remain fo as to afford a very good idea^ of their gran- 
deur. Casfars however had been long created by botii Emperors, in 

order 
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ctder to divide the vaitn of gOTetnment, ibme time before thell* retiring 
from its fatigues^ and thofe two youths naturally and quietly aicended 
tke throne together. Galerius Arn>entaritt8j» fo named of the flocks ke 
fed in eai^y life, was choice of a prince fprung from plebeian ftock. 
Cotiftantins Chlorus, a collateral defcendant of the adive and fpirited 
^mptror, Claudius^ was the man choTen by Maicimian a low-born ibl« 
idier^ and fo cotiipletely illiterate^ that when his panegyrift compared 
him and his colleague to Scipio and Hannibal : Thofe men^ iaid he^ 
I never heard about //// now ; they fliould have likened Dioclefian and 
toe to Jupiter and Hercules. Wit will ibmetimes ftoop to fervility ; 
the oratora took the hint, and did ai^hially, the next opportunity, fo 
Compare tiiem. The appdlations remained in ufe ten years ago ; we 
' law ibme piOars in the fireet at Milan belonging to a temple fet up in. 
henour of tbe Herades Maadmian. They were about removing them, 
I nmembcr, for pui^ic of wsdmiag the way, ihewing no attention to 
poor Attfotufos's verfe»-^ 

Et Regio HercUlei Celebris, flib hcfnore lavacri. 

But^that (ibe battle of Adimn, ibloUg perpetuated by a calendar, fbould 
nam be esipmiged, and tbe asra of Dioclefian fuUtitufted in its place, 
ims a^realcr wonder, and a greater labour too, than any recorded of 
Hefcidss or Jupiter. The Afayffintan Chriftians are iaid to reckon fay 
jit ftill ; and Mr. Gibbon &ys, that whole nations redding in the in^ 
tcrior parts of Afiica^ do even yet retain many laws and uiages of a 
much earlier date ; thofe of the Mosaic di^niation. Should the tisn 
tribes at length l>urft £rom thofe Tcgbns yet nniearched by amcrioe» 
j^t imeatplored by 'curiofi^, mone ciedit wouM be given to<i£tidou6 £f- 
draa, who plainfy iiqra that thef ietirod to Arfaneth ; and when the 
flave -trade -QaalA be "finally aboiifhed, their fears of advancing to the 
eoafi iB^ fivle arwa^, and die &a be ia that fenfe dned 1:1^ fer their ft- 
turn ; bnt we maifl not forget our woric of Roro/^ffiM. Whether 
mar half countrynian, the half emperor <>amuliti8, )iy6d ia fheie day^ 
Vol. I. M or 
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or before them, Doftor Stukely and his antiquarians may determiticv 
Amphibalus, long foppofcdthc friend and fellow martyr of St. Alban 
here in Britain, where he was put to death, about the year 800, or fooa 
after, was A. D. 1 742, fuddenly found out by Gonyers Middlcton to 
have been nothing more than an ecclefiaftick's chal, fron* which cir- 
cumftance the Do<ftor derives much ieurce of empty triiunph : yet 
now that the joke is^ over, Ibme one will perhaps find out in their 
turn, that he caught up this eioak. of bifliop Ufher's fomcwhat too 
haftily ; for Prizius and Bafe both fpeak of Amphibalus as^of anau* 
thor who left fcveral tradl^ bdiind him ; and fure the laft named of 
thefe Writers, though not perhaps an acrimonious Calvinift, as French 
biographers would wifti us to believe, was yet unlikely to lofe fo good 
a ftory againft popery, by which he had himfelf been perfecutcd under 
the reign of Queen Mary. One may obferve indeed that all the argu^ 
ments urged by Dodlor Middleton, have much lefs in them of learn* 
ing than of fatire ; more of plagiarifm (I have heard) than of origina-* 
lity ; and much more gay afperity than folid good lenfc. A town n^ide. 
famous in 1 529, when Lutherans entered their neceflary proteft againft 
the tyrannous innovations of tlic Romilh' churchy firft raifcd its head 
by command of Conftantius Chlorus ; *twas called Nemetum thcnj 
the Germans name it Speyer Spires : and while this Emperor repaired 
or fabricated new cities in Europe, Galerius- his. colleague revenged 
upon revolted Pcriia ibme. of the indignities ofiered^ there :to unhappy 
Valerian. This Re Pq/iore however teemed to poiTefs few o£ the ihep# 
herd's qualities : implacable and fierce^ the. rigour of AurcKan^s well-»- 
jwdged puhiftiments became Iharp cruelties when didated by ferocious 
Armentariusi who having fucceeded to a fceptre more glittering to 
fight than extenfive in the ftretch, held it no IcKig.time ; and ieemed 
himfdf aware, that like aa iiland of ice, though fun-beams played oa 
its top, and created colours of immense variety ; though the ftru<^re 
ilill appeared rocky, and danger waited on its every iboke againft. thoie 
whom accidexkt (hould drive acrofs thexourfe of its curcent ; his em- 
pire. 
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pirc wafted imperceptibly below, and the world, waiting but a little 
wfcilci might ice it topple by its own weight, and pcrifli from internal 
thaw. Xjaleriiis had however ow^ amufement ; the groans of tortured 
martyr^ to Chriftianity diverted his cares of ftate, and coarfc fcveritics 
difpeiifed am^ong his own immediate fefvants, fupplied fomc momentary 
gratifications to a temper made fourer by a loathfome and incurable 
difeaic. The morbus pediailofus^ of which Sylla and Herod died, and 
ibr which Oalerius, finding no relief, killed himfelf in defpair, docs 
really fecm by all one hears or reads of it, a lingular judgment rcicrved 
for fingular oflfenccs againft Heaven. One hundred and feventy-four 
thoufand mortals were in this laft reign fentenced to die for religious 
opinions merely ; but the world was cither more thickly peopled then 
than now, or population, like wealth, was more concentrated : indeed, 
the great deftrudion of two hundred thoufand fouls by an earthquake 
at Antioch fome time after thefe events, contributes to perfuade nic 
that one town did, in thofe days, encircle a larger number of the hu- 
man race than prefent modes admit of. Perhaps the country too was 
more defcrted ; they arc hot latitudes of which we fpeak, and readers 
who have never left this iiland will fcarce conceive how vermin, in- 
fers, and other petty vexations of warm climates, drive men to feek 
flieltcr in large cities from that fervid fun which glows in a wide ho- 
rizon. Like that hot fun, fo blazing, fo intolerable, (hone the laft 
years of this fiiccefsful Emperor, whofe terrors drove our panting pre- 
deceffors to feek, in caves and fubterranean reccflcs, fome rcpofe for 
their weary feet, fome quiet moments in which to model their then 
plaftic ch\irch ; of whofe ftability Caius, firft coufm to Dioclefian, had 
already been careful, and regular dignitaries had been by him appointed : 
deans, and fub-deans, and prefbyters, as if fome fecret allurance had 
been granted him that fuch would foon be wanted ; for little reafon, 
founded on faft, had they to hope deliverance was fo near. In thofo 
black days when after Caius' death, forrow pervaded the damp vaults 
where fad Marcell\is late, and mourned his murder'd friends : yet out 
9f thofe that ftiH remained alive, elefted fifteen mortified and melan- 
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choly, yet reiblute and aAive fervants of their Saviour : thefc he called 
cardinals, and put them on fcarlet ftockings for diftin<ftion's lake, add 
likcwiie for propriety ; their office being not only to biiry martyr;^ but 
of courfe to bathe their feet and legs in blood of their compankmsj 
among whom the inftitutpr of their approbated employaient ibon 
was numbered, being by Galerius* command cloied up. ^live in human 
excrement ; a new torture, chiefly inflided upon fiwh offenders who 
had refufed when called upon to incenfe or perfume the heathea 
temples. How little did the Chriftians then forefee the changes to 
be made in their temptation ! How little hope the happtnefs at hand ! 
How little too did Diocleiian dream of finding at Salona the death he 
had fo mercilessly difpenfed at Rome ! He died however, and the great 
Conftaatine, fearing fome treachery from Armentarius, efcaped to York> 
where tidings were fbon brought of that fuicide by which he reigned 
fole emperor, Maxentius only at firfl tryii^ with any pxofped of fuc« 
ccfs to impede hiai pailage to the purple. On /lis exploits^ how wil- 
lingly will RetroJpe&loHs eye repo& 1 On him who in the midft of vic- 
tory thought on the God who gave it ; till the warm heart kindling ia 
religion's caufe, followed the viiioqary banner through the world. In 
/tocjigno vlnces was verified whitherlbever he turned his arms. Maxi- 
min, Maxentius, Licinius, funk before him. The mofl renownisd in 
war were found unable to fupport the contefl : and Conflantin? ac- 
knowledged maftcr of mankind, now ibught to civilize, convert, re* 
form them. Proclaiming himfelf a Chriflian, all perfecution ended in 
an inflant, and the forrows of our fufJcring fathers were turned into 
encouragement. Servile Rome followed implicitly her leader's txr 
ample, nor could Jupiter and Juno aflert their caufe at allj when un- 
protcfted by imperial power : 

Nor all the gods befide. 
Longer dar'd abide, 

Not Typhon*ending huge in fnaky tiaia : 
Our babe tq. Ihow his godhead true. 
Could even in Twaddling bands controul the damned crow. Milik. 

No 
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No martyr^ unlefs Sopater the hiftorian may be called {uch, offered 
to feal bis faith in pagan deities by blood, and all their worChippers 
dropt off apace. The fovereign called from baniihment and drew forth 
from obfcurity fuch as beft could teach and moil adorn the new re- 
ligion, and his firft proof of being well confirmed in it was his refuial 
of a Roman triumph ; loAidly afcribing his apparently preternatural fuc- 
ccflcs to a fupcrior agency and power. The race of gladiators next 
flowly and iulknly withdrew — ^Marcus Aurelius had endeavoured to 
iupprefs them, or make them fight at leaft with foils, not fiords— 
but his too feeKng propofitions were rejei^ed. The Empreis Helena, 
of Cambrian origin and gentle blood, detefted thcfe diverfions ; (he 
had been long before baptifed in Britain, where the high road yet 
remains called by her name Rhwydd yr JEfe/wo^— ending with the 
place now called Pont Aberglaflyn; then known by her having 
crofs'd the water there, whence it was long denominated Fordgham 
Helen yr Luedhog — ^the ford of Helen the puiiTant, near Kader Idris. 
How peculiarly pleafing to tu muil be the thought, that fef):ening 
the heroic bofom of her ion, \yf?&Jhe prepared it to receive with 
ei^emefs, the myftic truths he was now ardent to defend and propa- 
gate. But itill deftraAive inroads from the Goths diilurbed his 
peaceful projcfts ; they invaded Thrace, they even approached Nyffa, 
birth-place of our heaven-pfotcded hero ; whofe rapid, well-concerted 
march to meet them is celebrated, even by thofe who leail delight 
in doing juilice to his merit. One hundred thoufand barbarians how- 
ever, hemmed round by ilratagem, died nearly all at once, through 
famine, in the plains of TheiTaly, whilft Clodomir of France made 
himfelf duke of all thofe diibi<fts now called Brabant, Hollands and' 
Weilphalia, and reigned there thirty years. The AUemanni or Ger- 
mans refiiting thefc incurfions, woi) ibmetimes, ibmetimes loft ; but 
the times we are reviewing coniide^ed acquifition as the only right of 
tenure ; and I have read that the name Gist a ^ perhaps Gotitt too^ 
formed itfclf from the verb jercan to get, got, gotten. 'Tis certain the 
Biigantes of South Britain, Ireland^ Spain> and the Alpine regions, 
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derived their common name from Bngatid, a robber, in Celtic lan- 
guages ; and the Franks .or French retain it as fuch ftill. Germans 
or H^r Mans means a man of war, and Mr. Pinkerton quotes Herodo- 
tus to fay, tliat there was in his day a people fo called among the Per- 
fians. There certainly were Teutons in Pcloponsefus — ^but Teuton and 
Titajt mean fprcaders over, or coverers of the earth. 

Rebellions on the Rhine next called Rome's conquering general to 
Cologne, where he obtained a fignal vidory, and deferred deftrudion to 
a future day- And now the church and ftate indiflblubly united, had 
teafon t» expe<5l true happinefs from the alliance, had not fuch vifcous 
and thorny herefies perplexed our Chriftian councils, each ftruggling 
to gain over the Emperor to .their opinions— oft times, and indeed 
chiefly dividing upon points which human reaibn cannot fettle, becaufe 
human comprehenfion cannot reach : the Nicene Creed grew neceiTary 
fpr this caufe. Till Arius and Donatus arrogantly, with their frivo- 
lous though daring difputations, difturbed the fweet comforts admi- 
nifterM by Conftantine, that comprehenfive fymbol of belief called 
the Apoftle's Creed, contented all. St. Peter and St. John had re- 
quired no more from their followers, who by fubfcription to the 
articles of which it confifts, obtained originally at Antioch the honour- 
able appellation of Chriflians ; and thofe who refulc that title to fuch 
as willingly receive that creed, wrong them, and (hould be told fo. 

Meanwhile great Conftantine^s innumerable virtues, his high heroic 
deeds, his glowing zeal, would furely have effaced ftill greater faults 
than was his leaning towards the heterodox fide of a fharp controverfy 
little underftood, concerning the grand myftery of hypoftatic union, 
meant for man s veneration, not difpute. Laitantius now grown 
old, publifhcd his Inftitutions, confirming to himfclf the title of our 
•Chriflian Cicero — ^Tullius Chriftianus ; he was preceptor to the youn<^ 
prince Cri^us, whofe morals did the tutor little credit; but manners- 
laggM behind, while doftrine earneftly employed itfelf on points fb little 
praAicaJ- Roftoch now ^aiied its head upon the Var, Jerufalem was le- 

pair*d 
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^^ir A, Jicut inprmctpto was gratefully added to our gloria patn, and t^c 
hands of hangmen felt a long repofe. St, Anthony then fearing temp- 
tation from a new quarter, profperity's warm beam accelerated hu* depar- 
ture ; and having coll6<^ed other individuals feized with the fame pre*' 
fentrmcnt of danger, and the fame notion of efcaping- it as *twere by^ 
force — ^flew to the delert, where they efeftcd the firft convent upon re- 
cord, calling its inhabitants Monks of St, Bafil, but binding them with' 
no vowSi Our Saviour's precept, Swear not at ally was as yet frefli in every 
Chriftian's memory; the more fo, as he condefcendcd to give areafon 
for his command — ^becauic you cannot, fays he, make even a hair of your 
head white or black. The fudden and violent overthrow of convents in- 
our time proves our Lord's pofition ; men^ fhould not fwcar unlcfs they 
knew that they could keep their oaths : for yourfelf you may promift, 
but not for another; his power may compel the breach of them'. A' 
literal obedience then is beft and fafeft. Swear not at all. Mere mor- 
tals indeed, without, this injundion, might have been eafilyjuftified ia^ 
thinking, that when they^ fwore ta remain poor they would not have 
been hindered, -and hindered too by them who never wiihed they Ihould 
be rich : — experience, while I am writing, fhews the contrary ; but 
we have here to do with^ RetrofpcSIion. The church mcantimc> fbon ' 
to be ftylM the Church of Rome ; refbunding with mufic and choral 
fingers,, illuminated by day as well- as night with gaudy tapers of a 
thoufand- colours, and crouded by ftatues, emblems, pidures and de- 
vices of various holy men and martyrs, departed this life in truc^^feith' 
and fear, acquired foon not only flrength but iplendour, not -only ^ 
fplendourbut a folid opulence, not only opulence but that which fol- 
lows it — influence; hardening the potters clay mt6 a firm and fixt'^ 
aruthority. Living zealots poured their profufe donations on the altar, 
and dying mifers bequeathed to a community the wealth they could > 
not bear to part with during life, or leave to enrich any individual. . 

The general tafte too of times fo propitious to foftneis and luxury, . 
infe(^ed even the good and wife among us,, and gave a tindlure of po» 
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4y thcifm's ambitious gaiety to fabrics dcftined for the worfhip of an 
humble Saviour, who had not while on earth, though all his own, a 
place where he might lay his facred head. While from fuch fccncs 
St. Anthony, in pure averfion to their pomp, retired ; under imperial 
prote<ftion now ro(c up on every iide majeftic edifices, that vied in all ex- 
terior ornament -with pagan temples — dedicated to tutelary faints bc- 
fidc, as they were to iubordinate divinities* Saints who had fung their 
hymns in hollow catacombs, or wandering houfelefi among barbarous 
nations, had diflcminated with diligence that faith they were prepared 
to die for ; propagating the moft dangerous of all truths from the moft ' 
difintcrcftcd of all motives. Among thefc Kebius, fon to a duke of 
Cornwall, and pupil to Hilary biihop of Poitticrs, is thought to have 
given the name of Hilary Point to a protuberance of rock, near Holy- 
head in Anglefea, ftill called Czcrgyhi by the Welfli inhabitants, mean- 
ing the camp, or caftle, or rcfidence of Kehius. Thcfe taught a ftrc- 
ntious rcjeftion of Arianifm in the north, *fpitc of all courtly terrors — 
but other fnares from that hour compafsM Chriftianity around^ and 
the fcduccr took another method ; 

For Satan now is wifer than of yore, 

And tempts by making rich, not making poor. 

Having, as the famous fable well expreffes, blown vehemently againfl 
our then erratic worfhip with the rough winds of cruelty and rage; 
and having found the cloak of righteoufncfs clapt clofcr to meet ever)- 
blafl and brave it, the warm fun of feduftion now fbothed the wearj- 
votarifl of virtue, and wooed him to throw off what fccm'd fiipcrfluous, 
unnecefTary defence. Set free by fupremc command, confolcd by ma- 
ternal fondncfs and perfonal indulgence, the Chriflians next (and furely 
without impropriety) availed themfclvcs of Conflantine*s permi^on 
and his mother's wifh ; and fet about removing the polluted fhrine of 
Venus, which Adrian had erefted on our Saviour's fcpulchre, purpofely 
to prophane it. So far was well — ^but when the venerated fpot was 
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fcen, was vifitcd, a flrong devotion, more fervent far than delicate, 
kindled at the view. Refpedt was loft in the wild burfts of paifion ; 
max could decorum's felf fubfift an inftant under the preffurc of fuch 
crowds that cruihed it ; when hundreds being attraded by zeal, and 
thoufands by curiolity, many unjuftifiable whims took place : till the 
more prudent Emperor covered thegromid, building upon its conic- 
crated furfacc a beautiful church, expreffing at once his piety and his 
munificence, St. Helena beiide^ by her unlucky, although natural 
and even praife-worthy propenfity for coUedling reliques of the tor- 
tured martyrs, while fhe furveyed their tombs with veneration ; en- 
couraged various, vexatious, and to fay truth, numberleff impoftures, 
that have done more injury to our common (^ufe than her warm feel- 
ings fuffered her to feat, or the cold fcoffers of our later days could 
wilh. 

Among the countlefi tricks and ^udulent devices of the tixne^ I 
will juft mention the idea of Jefus*s fwaddling bands being found, be- 
caufc the examiners fhe iet ta work lighted on cloths which fire had 
no cffeA.on. Thefe were made of the afbeftos or Unum vhum* — fala- 
mander's wool, as 'tis not improperly termed : this curious mineral 
has, it (hould fcem, in all ages feized flrongly upon female attention ; 
the lady of the manor of Auchindoir, near Strathbogie, had a petti- 
coat made of it in 1 760 when firft diicovered among the Scottiih 
rocks^ and Gampini gained a peniion from Chriflina queen of Sweden 
by fhewing her its wondrous powers in I678. Pliny defcribes it as 
of intrinfic value, equal to pearls (Nat* Hift. lib. xix. chap. i.*). Giam- 
battifta Porta tells us, that an hundred and fifty years befpre his time 
it was {o common in the ifle of Cyprus, that ignorant old women there 
could fjpin and manage it with great dexterity; and the oriental 
Chriftians fliew;ed ra^ of it in 835 iirom thtxr dolorum archives, as re- 
U<yi«s of ineftimable value ; but 'tis to be found in mines of old Mona, 

^ There is a way now of m^m^faShious afbeflos. 
Vol. L N as 
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as eafily as in fublimcr or more claffic latitudes. The ancieilt Britons 
underftood itsufetoo, Galling it maen yjiinosy ?ind urael; which laft 
word gives me paufe, and makes one for a moment think that urael 
might poffibly have fome reference or fome concealed analogy to Uriel, 
the angel of the fun, who lives in fire ; but 'tis better be deceived by 
pious eafinefs of belief, than drawn out of our way by love of derivation. 
While the good Emprefs then fought feduloufly upon Mount Calvary 
for fome remains of the true crofs, or any fuel to keep up the facred 
flame fo kindled ; Conftan tine her fon made a decree to fuperfede the 
ancient Jewifli Sabbath, and eftablifh Sunday as our weekly feftival ; 
preferring that day on which our Lord arofe to the original reft from* 
creation. He ordered Saturday tb be a faft, becaufe Chrift's body then 
was in the grave ; and this drew a ftrong line between our new pro- 
feflbrs of what was then called emphatically the New Religion, and 
thofe who ftill obierved the law of Moifes. With them tht heathen 
for three whole centuries perfifted to confound us ; yet notwithftand- 
ing all their efforts, nor foft credulity nor callous unbelief, neither the 
biting frofts of fliarp leverity, nor any idle channels cut by mild en- 
couragement, have been permitted yet to check the progrefs- of that 
hallowed ftream, whereof who drinks, quaffs immortality and joy. 
The fpring, like that of Nile, rofe filehtly and unpcrceived 'r like that, 
it has diffufed health, happinefs, and cultivation ; the mouths too* 
towards the end, arc divided ; but acknowledge the fame head, and roll 
to the fame ocean of evcrlafting blifs. 

Among the numerous pihgrims which came flocking to the lately- 
opened fepulchre, St. Jerome mentions Britons; though partiality 
muft own our ifland produced few inhabitants worth noticing in thefe 
fo early ages. Moft of the Englifti youths had been drawn into Gaul 
as recruits for Roman armies, ever fighting to retain provinces and 
pofleflions that crumbled hourly from their gralp. Humanity coi^- 
do no more than Conflantine was doing, towards holding up a finking 
fovcreignty, which plunged a little deeper in its quaggy bottom every 
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<Jay : and leeing that Rome was become no central poft where to ftand 
"beft at bay, whilft barbafifm buxft in upon the limits of the empire on 
every fide, and oftentimes oh all ; he turned his thoughts upon re- . 
moval of the royal refidence to Ibme place nearer the middle point of 
his dominions, widely, but weakly extended towards the eaft. It was 
now little lefs tban feven hundred and forty years fince the great Ge- 
neral Camillus, by pcrfuafion, had hindered the people and fenate of 
Rome from tranfmitting to Veia the feat of that government, deftined 
to bear rule over the whole earth : the charm was broken, fo were the 
fpirits of the ancient inhabitants, whofe gay dcfcendants, far more 
flexible, had learned to treat as vulgar prejudices all opinion of a local 
influence ; their -capitoline Jove too was quietly carried away ; and 
where the court was, there would be the courtiers ; who willingly 
abandoned the city of their ancellors under the conduft of Conftan- 
titte their king. He, not a native, viewed rather with abhorrence than 
delight, a land <lrenchcd in the blood of murdered innocents, and rank 
with every noxious poifbnous weed that could by him have been fup- 
pofed to fpring from a warm foil fo watered : befidcs that, Mr. Gib- 
bon obferves wifely, how the original profeflbrs of our faith lived and 
expired in a firm perfuafion of Jefus's intent foon to deflrby the myf- 
tic Babylon, they had fuch ample caufe to hate and fear. Add to 
all this, Byzantium was acknowledged the mofl excellent and lovely 
fituation in the world — it is confefTed fo flill, although another hemi- 
fphere has been difcovered, and that Chriflianity difperfed around it, 
which cofl the tyrants of mankind fuch vain, fuch endlefs labour to 
deflroy- The new chofen refidence, like Rome, was built upon feven 
liills/ and extended far beyond the ancient town that Byzas called 
after his own name, when he led forth a colony out of Megara, in the 
Pcloponaefiis — ^what time ManafTeh reigned over Judea, and Pfamme- 
' tichus drank out of his brazen helmet, by command of the oracle, 
which foretold he fhould be. king of Egypt. Conflantinople, though 
now called by the Turks, Stampoul, has not quite lofl the original de^ 
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Cgnatlon. Poul comes from Polls, the generic term, as who ihould 
fay the city by way of eminence — ^thus N'lcopolis, Phillipo/o//j, and a 
hundred more. To this great city then, was fomewhere about the year 
340 transferred, and carried clear away the imperial throne ; atid from 
that moment may we fafcly date the impoflibility of Rome's recover* 
ing the mode or fubftance of her priftine fway. Near this Conftan- 
tinople too died, full of days and honours, her great founder, leaving 
his name for ages to a town which, at the end of eleven centuries, we 
Ihall fee renouncing the religion Ihc received with it. From his death 
likewife we muft add with forrow, that though future princes faintly 
oppofed the infults and incroachments which profperous barbarifjfn 
continued to repeat, their oppoiition was too faint and feeble, whilfl: 
from the abandoned weft fhrunk the once fwelling furge> the pleni- 
tude of power. 

Thus, when the fea ebbs on a fandy fhore, the watdiful filher fets 
his mark of RetroJpeSiion ; and if fome bolder billow than the reft is 
Ibmetimes feen to wafli up againft the pole, as if indignant at the 
thought of leaving that place dry, which his preceding waves had co* 
vered ; yet will the experienced mariner inform you. The tide ingoing 
ent. 
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FROM CONSTANTINE TO THEODOSRJS, A. D. 400. 

THE fucccfles of Gonftantinc fecjuced Mr. Gibbon to an cpifbde;^ 
his death irrcfiftibly draws me into a digreffion. Like Balaam, 
Wcffing where he meant to curfe, that great hlllorian's book is found 
of ufe to thofe who defire and are eameft to deduce the truth of pro- 
phecy from ancient fliory, as an adverfary'si teftimonial can never be' 
fufpeded. He has, indeed^ given us many land-marks, or fetup /^r- 
mini, a phrafe he would like better, whence our retroJpeSIhe eye may 
ice more clearly how religion and politicks have advanced, proceeding 
flowly on from ftation to ftation, till they arrive at the place we now 
find them. He fixes the time when oracles expired — he points the 
period when» heathen facrifices ended — ^he names the very day w^hen * 
papal power begun ; and he afierts with equal fenfe and truth, that 
when contempt of the . religion long eftabliflied by law pervades a 
whole community, revolution cannot long be kept away. He tells * 
from old tiraes> what is completely verified by modern ones, that 
when the majority fecretly lofes ftrength, however clear the numbers 
may remain, without even poffibility of contefl: ; that ftate has {xif" 
fered a moft fatal lymptom, and her deftmAion cannot be far off. 
His doftrine of the out-fpread labarnm, or iacred ftandard, iaid to be 
difplayed before the following eyes of highly favoured Conftantinej 
and deeply venerated by all primitive Chriftians, evince the antiquity 
of that form of words yet ufed by our Anglican church in baptifm^ 
when we promifc manfully to j^A/ «»^^r his banner who redeemed 
us J on which I truil was fccn the^« of the San of Man, which will 
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appear pgain before his fecond coming. Vide St. Matthew, chap. xxiv. 
vcrfe 30. The red crofs, the crofs of Chrift, dipt in his facred blood, 
glows on our Britifli ftandards ftill. Atheifts and infidels ftrike to it 
as yet ; Oh, may we never defert It ! The words t»tw i/jxa, hoc vhice 
however appeared on the myftic colours, flicwn in a dream to Con* 
ftantine : he told Eufebius the talc himfelf ; Eufebius faw the banner 
^ that was made from his defcription of it, but fays not in what lan- 
guage the encouraging fentence was written. Fabricius tells us, 'twas 
in Greek — as that was the Emperor's native tongue, it feems moft 
likely that it fliould be fo : Philoftorgius fays, the words were In hoc 
Jigno vhices — hi thisjtgn thou Jhalt conquer ; but he faw it not, and 
perhaps only means himfelf to tratiflate the fentence, not to copy it. 
Whether the fign was an illuminated crofs^ as one would think by 
Conftantine's placingone near every ftatue erefted to him in his life- 
time, or whether the Chriftian's monogram,* with which the Em- 
peror was well acquainted, having doubtlefs wornc one about his per- 
fon in his youth, much as the royalifts of France, in 1 794, carried in 
their pockets feals or tobacco-ftoppers, wherein were concealed effi- 
gies of their murdered prince, is not decided — ^XPISTOZ being Chrtji 
in Greek, the firft followers of our Saviour took the two firft letters 
of the name, and ftriking the fecond through the firft, made out this 
little cypher P incomprehenfible to heathen examination ; for Jortin 
lays, that many martyrs, . who never, in days of perlccution, thruft 
themfelves forward to offend the civil power on purpofe, fufFered 
death, when called upon, better than thofe, who to obtain fome no- 
tice from the government, rufhed againft torments, which in the hour 
of agony they fhrunk from. This is natural, and Jefus feems on. all 
occafions to prefer a fearing to a prefumptuous difciple. Peter, who 
promifcd loudeft, was firft of all the eleven to deny his Mafter. 

But we return to our fummary. Lake Conftance, and the pretty 

* Traafvcrsa litpra x fummo capite circutoflexo Chrifto in (cutis notat* 
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- town upon its borders, built in Switzerland, perpetuates the name of 
our great fbvereigns^W^/? fon — ^the word Pag-^«, yet in common ufc, 
records a pra<ftice of Conftantius x\xc younger fon, who, when he firft 
ealhiered his heathen fbldiers, quartered them upon the villages, Pagi, 
and thus the appellation fprcad from them to all who diflcnted from 
the legal and authorized church, preferring the old mode of polytheifm. 
Ca&fars were in the days wc treat of, and long before, created gene- 
rals, and considered as prefumptive heirs ; and now the regular divi- 
fion had taken place, and the two brothers Ihared the world's troubles, 
rather than its dominion between them. A proof that real power was 
no longer concentrated, as once under one head, may be produced in 
the numberlefs Imperators, Caefars, Domini as they were ftyled fmce 
Dioclefian's reign. Monarchy, properly fo called, was fading off, and 
a way paving faft for the new method by which mankind, weary of 
early and fimple inftitutions, wiftied to be governed. Meanwhile a 
ftrong concuffion of the earth, at Nicomedia, added to an eclipfc of 
the fun, which quickly followed, with ftorms of unequalled hail, made 
many think that the laft day was>coming, although St. Paul's Epiftles 
had affured us, that Anti-Chrift muft firft appear on earth ; that Man 
of Sin, who as God, fitteth in the temple of God, Ihewing himfelf 
that h? is God ; and although good Ladantius bid them wait with 
patience the expiration of the next two thoufend years, from Chrift's 
appearance in the fleftx until his coming again in glory. This laft 
opinion, held by the early church, originated probably from St. Peter's 
quotation of king David's words ; how to our Lord one day was as a 
thoufand years, and a thoufand years as one day ; inferring thence^ 
that as creation ended with the fixth, fo would thefe periods of dura- 
tion alfo, and the fabbatical, or fcventh millenary, be that of our Savi- 
our's vifible reign on earth. Two thoufand years were certainly allot- 
ted for obedience to the moral fenfe, and for conviftion to fuch as fttould 
come after, that this fame moral fenfc or law of realbn was infufEcient. 
Thefe feeble fences againft fm and forrow being all fwept away at once 
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hy the Deluge, mankind bad Mofes anji the Prophets for a guide about 
two thoufand more ; at which time Chrift appeared, and the goipcl 
difpeniation has now, whilft I am writing, been fo long in force, that one 
man and his fon both living to the utmoft ftretch of perfnitted exiftencc 
in this fublunary world, may fee that portion of eternity expire, which 
reafon and prophecy, apoftle and evangelift, feem leading us to confider 
as the laj} allotted to the ufe of humanity. All this on fuppofition that 
no miflakcs arc made in that chronology which well we know is moft 
exceedingly defedive ; many years have been devoured and funk dur- 
ing the dark night of thofe Gothick ages at which our Retrojpe5lion 
peeps, at beft through cloudy telefcopes : when we reflcft, befide, on 
the grofs errors entertained by ancients of the very firft rate abilities in 
other fcienccs, fcicnces of far eafier attainment, 'twere difficult to be 
quite fatisfied with their accounts of time. Wild opinions, ftrangc 
anecdotes^ and almoft inconceivable fads ftrewed up and down the 
Auguftan and Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, might ftagger many a reader. 
We moderns are however, moft difpofed to fneer at what is related of 
the Chrtftian martyrs, and think it witty to ridicule the idea of throw- 
ing princcfles of that perfuafion — ^virgins, to be deprived of that name 
by the hangman, if they refufed burning incenfe upon a heathen altar^ 
Venus's for the moft part : although Diana's proccflions at new and full 
moon were often as great a fnarc. Yet why controvert fb probable an 
occurrence ! The great Scjanus's daughter, upon her father's fall fromf 
imperial favour, was fo fcrvcd, only becaufe^^ was his daughter ; nor 
could the cradle's fclf provca furc fhclter to the unhappy infant of Ca- 
ligula. The common puniflimcnts where no religious prejudices were 
concerned, exceeded far our limited ideas of times in which viec and 
^^irtue, feverity and fweetnefs, knowledge and ignorance, were alike 
gigantic. A gentleman complained in Germany to Aurelian that one 
of his officers had violated hofpitality by perfonal infults on the honour 
of his wife, who entertained the General at her houfc — no more was 
nec^ry; this rough commander calling the wretched culprit before 
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him, Imd hw two feet faftened to the top of two trees forcibly bent to- 
;gcther, which being then fiiddenly let loofe, tore the criminal afiindef 
at the moment of recoil. Nor was young Alexander lefs fevere, when 
he caufed the finews of a judge's fingers to be all cut through for taking 
bribes, and as he had after all given the caufe againft the plaintiff 
lady who had bribed him, the final punifliment was fuflfbcation ; for 
imoke he fold, obferved the Emperor, and with fmoke fhould he be 
paid. A flake being prepared therefore, fiirrounded by wet wood^ 
Taurinus, though of confular dignity, was faftened to it, and fmothercd 
in hcr's and her prote<flor s fight. Conftantine threw fome French- 
men he had taken near the town of Bonne, in Germany, to be de- , 
vonred alive by dogs, for theft and treachery : they deferved not, he 
iaid, to die the death of foldiers. But the time was faft approaching 
^hcn thefe black clouds wtre doomed to roll away. The lefTer light 
df human reafon, iays an admirable preacher, had been long appointed 
to rule the rtight of darkuefs, doubt, and gloom ; the greater light of 
fcv^elation's fun Was fent at laft' to illuminate our clearer day ; and He 
who fent it, made the ftai^ alfiJ. Confucius, EpiAetus, Plato, (hone 
but by his pcrtM^&on, whilft with acknowledged difficulty, and cau- 
tious ftcp, their followers ftunabling* trod a narrow path. But Julian 
rile apoftate preferred^ upon mature deliberation, the perilhable taper 
of {^ilolbphical perplexity to the broad light of our revcaUd religion ; 
his charader arrefts bur retroJpeSlhe eye, now for the firft time con- 
templating tiie imperial purple clothing a difputant in deep theology; 
A perfon of whom more contrarieties may be recounted than ever lodjged 
in any mind except his- own ; a prince, who although perlbnally va^ 
liant, ihrunk meanly, in his coilfin's* life-time, from avowal of that re- 
ligion which he Wte ^efwfttdsr ardeht tbeftaUifli, merely becaiife dan- 
ger thai attended its ccmfeflion; £t«mftn> whd although bigotted to hiar 
own opitftcTfis; w£Qied^iiR>t to ptrflilh^tfidie whodifSered frorii them ; and* 
who, thetigh d^muflfown hirfi^ ftoic, a fdidier; afcKoIar> and a wit, 
4md the. ftr&nge weala»efd ta endebtou^at fihditig oilt future^ events*, by- 
Voe* L O marking 
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marking grains of barley with Greek charaftcrs, and throwing them 
tcforc a fowl to fee which he would pick up, and what words thofe 
letters left or taken would compofc. A kind of divination had, 
'tis true, been praftifed, by confidering, from time immemorial, fome- 
times the corns of barley, fbmetimes the dough or matter of the cakes 
offered in facrifice : it was called crithomancy. Virgil reprefents Dido 
as offering up a barley cake in her lafl rite, when Chaos, Erebus and^ 
Hecate were invoked. This mode of fbrcery to which Julian was ad- 
difted, had for its objeA the infernal gods ; for Ceres ftill had influence 
over Prefer pine \ they were to tell who fought the Emperor's life, and 
he was to fend fuch traitors, when he caught them, fwift to the fhades 
below. Thence the fallacious as magical encouragement he thus re- 
ceived, determined him ijotwithflanding, to rebuild the temple at Je- 
rufalem, and by fo doing fhake our faith to its foundation, which had 
fo completely in many parts of the empire diflodged his own. That 
this temple fhould have been twice deflroyed upon the fame day of the 
year ; that day the very one upon which Mofes had broken the tables 
of the law fo many ages pafl ; that it was flill venerated in its anniver- 
fary as giving birth to that ever bleffed Virgin who, daughter to David,, 
was made mother to Jefus Chrifl:, efcaped not the notice of apoflatc 
Julian, well inflmded in the religion he forfbok, Inflead then of re- 
newing perfecutions againfl the profeflbrs of Chriflianity,^ he contentcd> 
himfelf with fhunning their fociety, laughing at their manners, and 
pointing them out as objeds of general and deferved contempt; to in- 
creafe which,- he employed all his imperial power to prove the fcatter- 
ing and deftruAion of the Jews merely accidental. Builders and archi- 
tefts in confequence began the work of fabrication ; but that ftrange 
hindrances rofe againfl it (even in the eyes of Pagan fpe^ftators),. nei- 
ther ancient nor modern infidels deny. Julian, not eafily repulfcd,. 
fent other men to Palefline, whence they returned bafHed in every at- 
tempt by volcanic eruptions, that like mafked batteries protedcd the 
ruin, prohibiting all approach, and rendering it incapable of repair ; a 
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circumftance which became daily more aftoniifhing to the philofophi-. 
cal apoftate, from coniideration of the neighbouring foil, that as he 
w^U knew contained no fiery particles, nor was ever known to exhibit 
appearance of being combuftible, except on that occafion. The laugh 
ran now againft the Emperor, and his projeft ; polytheifm had loft her 
charms, and Julian's efforts to reftorc it were in vain : his own ex- 
ample, although feconded by virtuous conduft, excited no contagious 
piety in the multitude, who looked upon his flaughtered hecatombs 
with coldnefs, and only faid horned cattle would be dear, w^hen court 
devotion grew fo fanguinary. A man who knew the world as Julian 
did, muft have perceived this fatal fymptom of his faith's decay; be- 
fore the farcaftlc fneer of dcrifion beauty fades, wit is filem^ed, and 
even wifdom's felf — lofes difcountenancedj and like folly Jhows. Our- 
fclves have in our own tinie feen hifs'd forth fame, honour, excel- 
lence of every kind from Paris ; when too foft Lutetia, known by that 
name in the third century, corrupted funk into her dcftined quagmire 
of melting diffolutiou — ^unlike the town preferred -by Julian above 
every other for its rough manners and bold honefty.. Its then coarfe 
but courageous inhabitants, formed a ftrong contraft to the voluptuous 
Syrians, a rate the Emperor delighted to (how his fcom of ; purpofely 
ihocking the dainty refidents of Antioch with his pMlofophic negli- 
gence of their long robes and curls, and paint and perfumes ; adopt- 
ing, in direft oppofition to fuch manners, the uncouth cuftoms of thofe 
rugged Gauls, which had the territorial appellation oiFarifiu receiving 
vifitants, petitioners, &c. with uncombed beard, tann'd Ikin, and inky 
fingers ; but forgetting the good precept ncquid nhnis. 'Tis curious 
meantime to fee France fet the fafhionseven in this early age : fhe fets 
the fafhion ftill. With levity unexampled having in thefe laft fifteen 
years been confidcred by all Europe as a model: firft of gay fplendour and 
oftentatious elegance; next of brutality and ferocious rage; once eminent 
for loyalty little Ihort of partial fooliflmefs ; then giving the aftoniflied 
world a fudden exhibition of murder, trcafbn, regicide. May this laft 
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horrible fafhton find no followers ! Could her admirei' Julian fee Paris 
iu>w again, he would again perhaps find out one quality worthy hiy 
admiration, namely, her philofbphicar apoftacy from that religion 
which he, with as little reafbn as herfelf, was prompted to defert. But 
the charafter of this Emperor has carried us too far ; the clofing fcene 
is nigh. Sapores^ king in Perfia, who called himfelf brother to the 
iun and moon, had put the Romans to intolerable ftraits, iince death 
removed his great opponent Conftantine : and warlike Julian now, af-' 
ter menacing owr predeceflbrs with the feveri ties they fiiould fuffer on 
his return, fct forward to meet the ftorm which gathered eaftward^ 
Eutropius the hiftorian, who followed him a fbldicr, and fought by his 
fidc^ faw him fall before the fiege of Ctefiphon, and bears undoubted 
teftimony to his inartial conduA in the field, and to his courageous^ 
death in the tent, many hours after the fatal wound was given. But 
Julian considered himfelf as going to unite his foul for eVer with thofc 
deities from whom he held it to have been an emanation, and hoped 
reward for having promoted their fcrvice. As a philofopher he could 
not be an atheift. For our age of reafon, as 'tis falfely called, was 
finally referved renimciation of all future hope ; 4he confidcration of 
death as an eternal fleep was far from hh opinion or belief. 

Ah ! que fauileaient, faulTement courageufe, 
L'ame doit te ^rouver afircufe, 

Quand le neant eft fon efpoir. 
Quel efpoir de ne rien pretendre ! 
Quel bonheur de n'en point attendre ! 

Quel fecoui'S de n'en plus avoir ! 

Tis moft remarkable perhaps that Julian Ihould leave his life upon thofe 
plains of D\xra where Nebuchadnezzar, jufl: a thoufand years before, had 
fet up the famous golden image to Bel or Baal, but reprefenting, I fup* 
pofe, the fun ; for not adoring which coloiTus, the three Ifraelitifh cap- 
tives were thrown into a burning fiery furnace, and came out thence 
unhurt, under the vifible protcdion of the Son of God, whofe eternal 
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filiation was become, three hundred and fixty-five years after his appear- 
ance upon earth, a caufe of fuch perpetual ftumbling to his followers, 
that the heroic Bifliop Athanafms newly rcftored, after incredible 
ftruggles and vexations, was at length half compelled to lend his name 
toa new creed, a frefh compilation of articles, a fymbol of belief ftill upon 
ftated days repeated in our church, though he himfelf aiTured the Empe- 
ror Jovian who fucceeded, that there were creeds enough already. This 
truly Chriftian Prince, obliged to make fomewhat difgraceful terms with •' 
haughty Sapor, reigned but afliort time, during which period hailftones 
of enormous fize fell at Conftantinople, while ten cities in Crete were 
overturned by an earthquake. Upon his death, defigned or acci- 
dentaf, there is a cuVious letter from St. Chr}'foftome, to the im-^ 
perial widow Chariclo, a Grecian lady, faying, that of nine fuccef-* 
ibrs whom he had known invclled with the purple, two only could 
have been fiippofed to pay the debt of nature by a common courfc of 
events. Jovian's demife however, might certainly have happened by 
negleft or ignorance of thofe about him, who left a chafing difti or 
brazier filled with charcoal in the apartment where he flept : thus 
making way for Valens and Valentinian, two brothers of oppofitc cha- 
rafters and manners, held together, as it ftiould feem, by mere con- 
venience of governing the empire by divifion. Its eaftern poffcffions 
fell to Valens* (bare ; while Valentinian^ refided at Milan, where his 
excefs of veneration for good St. Ambrofe is ftill remembered by its rich 
effei^s. The church, the library, filled with ineftimable rarities, were 
in high prefcrvation A. D. 1786 ; and 'twas remembered -then among 
them, how when the fiery fplrit of an emperor more zealous for the 
honour of our meek religion, than ft:udious to obey its gentle precepts, 
was difturbed : it was St. Ambrofe only, the meUifluous tiodlor who 
could footh it to a temporary calm, and mitigate its wrathful violence. 
When that imperial anger was exerted againft the ftrange propcnfity 
to witchcraft, which helped in thoie days to obfcure men's rcafon and 
obftrud their virtue, one hardly can condemn at-— Icfs ftill when wc 
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reflcd that Thcodofius the warlike, the pious and the wife, efcaped as 
'twere by miracle from fnarcs that were laid to dii'patch him, only 
bccauTc that fatal cock before whom the letters of the alphabet were 
placed, had felcdled thofe with which his name begun. The town of 
Fij Icucicnncs however, rofe to light about the time we fpeak of; and 
Britain had well nigh been called Valentia. Should one be led to ob* 
ferve that there was a fate in it, for that Britannia could not change 
her name, 'twere well we lived there in the prefent day, not then ; this 
jcealous ruler of mankind would have accufed and puniflied us perhaps 
for onomantical propenfities. .Truth is, RafFAflan, colle^lo^ of the 
tales of the Talmud, is anfwerable for many of thefe filly fancies of 
conjuring by names, which originated from that fourcc. Cabbala or 
cabaliftic myfterioufnefs has left the world but a fliort time. There is 
a way of telling fortunes now 'm many parts of Italy called la cabala ; 
and there was an odd lucky reference to the word in both fenfes of it, 
when ClitFord, Aihburnham, Buckingham, Arlington, and Lauderdale, 
in Charles the fecond's time, with the initial letters of their names, 
formed the word CABAL. Addifon refers to it as familiarly known in 
our Spectator's time, and the Abbe Villars alludes to it in the name of 
le Compte de Gahalis. What wonder then, if the fourth century found 
it a fcrious matter ? The Emperor Valcns was himfelf infecHied, and put 
many innocent mortals to death for no worfe crime than a truly luck- 
lefs initial. The times were full of terror and of danger. Difputcs between 
Urficinus and Diimafus for the p^ipal chair ran fb exceflively high, that 
an hundred and thirty-levpn nicn were killed fighting in a Chriftian 
church at Rome, vvith fury ill becoming either party, till the fove-- 
reign himfelf interfered, and confirmed Damafus in the fee. In gra- 
titude for this event thcjfcnf hi prindpio was addsd to gloria pat ri after 
every pfalm, which he commanded them to chant in alternate verfe, 
as is the ufage flill in all cathedrals. Damafus was a Portuguese by 
birth; a poet and hiftorian, who wrote the a6ls and fufFerings of hi^ 
precjcccfjbrs, and though accufed of fome raor^^l fauUs; he cleared hjnjr 
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felf ; and St. Jerome, to whom he dedicates his book, records him as 
of pious -memory. The great Bafilica of St. Syriclus where they 
fought, is now Santa Maria maggtore. But hereiy and luxury did then 
too fure combine to fhake the faith of fuch new profelytes as were 
moft eafily offended, and felt themfelves difpofed (as many fmce) to 
charge upon Religion's fclf the exceffes committed by her profeilbrs. 
That Damafus fought not the good fight, Jortin confidcrs as fo good 
a joke, he has it both in the preface and the work — ^yct is there little 
need to fuggeft fubje<fts of derifion to thofe who are ever willing to 
deride us ; and if great Theodoiius did afterwards approve the purity 
' of this Pope's faith, he certainly no more approved of battles in the 
^ church than Dr. Jortin does. Irregularities of condudl, and haughti- • 
ne/s of demeanour wholly inexcufablc, do doubtlefs mark the moments* 
we are writing of, when gilded cars, prancing fteeds, and numerous' 
retinue attendant upon Chriftian bifhops, began to fright St. Gregory - 
Nazianzen ; and ilUinftrufted votaries to the ever-blcfled Virgin pto- • 
-pagated collyridianifm in Brabant, where fhc was direAly and po-* 
fitively adored— -not with dulia merely, but pure latria, and incenfc ' 
offered to her as queen of heaven* The fourcc of that mad mifchief 
rifes in polytheifm, whofe Mater Deornm was caiily confounded by* 
young converts with our Mater Dei, and there is now a bronze figure 
of the Madonna in the Vatican — or was in 1/80, with a high tower 
on her head, and all the infignia of Cybele, to whofe honours flic fuc- • 
ceedcd; and this explains the xeafon why mutilated priefts officiate^ 
before her ftirine at Loretto, as eunuchs, or femi-eunuchs were of old> 
appointed to ferve the mother of the gods. Thefe people had indeed, 
during the times under our Retro/peffion, an almoft boundlcfs in-- 
fluence upon the world, which influence increafed fince Afia became* 
feat of univerfal empire : for no longer contented with fway obtained 
as formerly through the vices of monarchs addided to criminal plea- 
fures, they refolvcd to fecure it now by means of ill-underftood devo- 
tion, ruling the hearts and confciences of the religious princes, who 
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put thcmfclvcs and families under their common guidance. But whilft 
enervate fbftnefs mark'd the eaft, a rougher fcenery difplayed itfclf in. 
Scotland, whence Eugenius and Euthodius were cruelly thruft out, 
and exiled to perifli with hunger in the Ifle of Man; till Romachus^ 
the petty tyrant oP Caledonia, having offended his barons by this a<5l , 
f of treafon againfl: youths of a royal blood, they cut his head ofF, carry- 
ing it in triumph upon a pike's end, according to the true fpirit of fuch 
irregular and turbulent times. The fons meanwhile of Cynetha Wc- 
Icdig, whofc mother Gwawl* was fifter to St. Helena, ruled on the 
ihaggy top of Mona high, where the Loegrian Britons had retired 
from fury and encroachment of the Saxon chiefs; having firft cleared 
the ifland from piratic rovers from the Irifh coaft, they fettled, and 
Cafwallon then obtained (fbme fay) the appellation of Draco Infula- 
rum. I thought the dragon creji and perhaps rouge dragon had been 
derived from him ; but Pennant, who beft knows fuch matters, brings 
them from Uther Pendjagon : he has himfelf a right to bear it, as I 
have read or heard, deriving his long-traced lineage from Vortigern; 
and it fliould feem that dragons were not new to the world afterxru- 
fading times, hy ihts : though Warton thinks they were. Yet 'tis 
hard to believe, becauic Brefcia Brixta gave it for an eniign in early 
days, if we believe the tcfliimony of Rubaeus. Be this as it may, 
fciencc had certainly begun to dawn among the barbarous nations ; 
and a faint diftant light, as Rome began rolling back towards opacity, 
might be difccincd to promife day among the Goths, when Atha-> 
naricus, the Cccrops of modern ages, fixing in Thrace, encouraged 
Ulphilus, an Arian bifliop, to invent runic charaders, and had the fa- 
tisfadion of feeing thofe art^ of civilization fown, which were deftincd. 
to revive after the grand deluge of darknefs, urged onwards by the 
Huns and Vandals, Ihould bp dried off. But before then the timid 
Valcns was confumcd in a fmall houfc he had retired to from rage of 

* Gwawl meaus Giulia, Julia, Juliana ; the Gillian of ouj: Epglifti ballads* 
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war, wlxich foon purlued him there and burned with fire. His rugged. 
caHeague Valentinian died in an agony of paffion, burfting a blood- veffel 
with bis own violence at feeing himfclf forced to receive ambafladors 
from favage leaders of armies he at once defpifed and feared ; but 
having aiTociated Gratian his fbn and iticceilbr, the lofs was felt the 
lefs ; while furious Maximin, a name that ever calls to mind ideas of 
tyranny, ruled but a little while. One of thefe femi-barbarous em- 
perors, I forget which, had for his favourites two fhapelefs bears, pro- 
bably lefs ferocious than himfelf ; and excellent at ridding their mafter 
of friends or of petitioners he liked not. That nothing may appear 
impoi&ble, I can myfelf recoUcA hearing of a country geqitlemtm re^ 
iiding in Lancaihire or Chelhire fbme threefcore years ago^ who h94 
the fame tafic of domeftic amufement ; and when more wine was 
called for than he wiflied to give. Call Dolly in, faid he, to fwccp the 
room. Immediately a high huge female bear, walking on two hind* 
feet, with a long broomftick between her fore-paws, entered the door, 
and quickly fent away the terrified fpedators. But we return to feeble 
Gratian, whow as might be expe<9:ed, ibon fell before, iiich force As 
Maximin*s, but like Nerva, he had been careful to provide the world 
a mafter — ^rich in every endowment* firong in every ingredient that 
conititutes true courage ; wife to condud: thefe gifts to the beft pur** 
pofe, and learned to obtain new lights from reading, ihould his owa 
prove infufficient. In Theodoiius, a Spaniard like himfelf, even the 
remembrance of Trajan Imight be iimk ; he was the lafe emperor that 
went out with the Roman armies, and he lived till four hundred years 
were paft iince our redemption. Various in talents, though Angle in 
excellence ; he encouraged piety, he pradifed morality, he rewarded 
valotir, and fupported for a while expiring knowledge. He called the 
Church of Chrift the catholic, or general, or comprehenfiVe Church 
VnherfaJ. Happy and pleafing and fortunate appellative ! which ihe 
will wear yet to the end of time, and againil which the force of men 
^>r of daemons nevc^ HiaU prevail. 
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CHAP, vii: 

FROM THEODOSIU& THE ELDER TO THE DEATH OF ATTILA,: 

ABaUT FIFTY YEARd. 

THE new Emperor's carlieft cares were exerted to maintain unity* 
in the church, folidity, if poffible, in the ftate. He appointed 
the Nicenc Creed to be read after the Gofpel, as we have it now ; he 
procirfed cdndemnation of the Macedonian herefy^ and reconciled the 
bifliops Paillinus and Meletius, at Antioch. The Goths till his time 
inflexible,' Humanized apace : Athanaricus felt the impulfe of tafte ; 
rcfiding \>y the Emperor's particular invitation at Conftantinopk,. his 
manners ibftened, and having once been made feniible of the charms^ 
of civilization, he defired never to return, but died there, a convert to 
Chriftian cuftoms ; and after the Arian mode of receiving it, to our 
faith likewife. But no efforts of imperial power, no writing of St. 
Gregory Nazianzen, no eloquence of good St, Ambrose, could root 
out that firmly-fixed heretical opinion, which at firft feemed to have 
originated from defire of oppofing errors promulgated by Sabellius, 
rather than with any intent of forming a ieparation in the church, 
whence nothing has ever been able to diflodge it — like the Jerufalem 
artichoke, which once planted, keeps perpetual pofileflion of the ground. 
The north now filled apace with biihops and paftors, expelled from: 
the capital by orthodoxy, which we fhall foon fee flirinking and ridi- 
culed by triumphant Arianifm, that viewed with fcorn thofe wha 
ftrove to enter at the (bait gate, while St. Augufiine lent his inimi- 
table talents for a Ihort time to the Manichseans, and Syricius, the 
Pope, paved the way for future pontiffs to require celibacy from their 
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clergy, whom he firft rcftrained from marrying widows, or taking a 
focond wife. Claudian, meantime, adorned thefe days with poetry, 
which fcarce by us feems to have been praifed enough — he makes the 
ihade between claflicks and modems fbmehow, and naturalifts fcorn 
the animal qui forme la nuance^ as Buffon calls it, between one genus 
and another. A Tufcan friend told me, that though his works were 
firft printed at Florence, he was by Vtrth a Spaniard. Vicenza dif- 
putes the firft of thefe claims however, and boafts the earlieft edition 
1482, in folio : The younger Heiniius publifhed an Elzevir, in 12mo. 
1650 ; and having, in fome favourite verfes, called the Nile ^i^J9t^ 
critics believe that he was born in Egypt. 

Theon, the ibphift^ flouriihed about this time ; he was a famous 
mathematician, and Marcellinus, Ammianus Marcellinus wrote his 
mterefting ftory ; but controversy began to fwallow up literature, and 
a new fort of barbarifm deluged all works of fancy. The Emperor 
tranilated from the Hebrew into Latin, a trad, called Pfeudo Evan^ 
geJiutftf or the Fabulous Gofpel ; ftippoied to have been a compoiltion 
of Nicodemus, the Jcwifli Do€tor, who came to Jefus by night : 
Bifhop Turpin, in Charlemagne*s time, tranflated this imperial work 
into French, and from that verfion fprung the mv/ieries, acfted in every 
Chriftian country, till about three hundred years back, from the mo- 
ment in which I^ recommend ReiroJpeSiion. Meanwhile, luch was 
Theodofius's attention to learning in all its branches, and iuch his 
care for the dignity of its profeflbrs, that having obferved Arfenius, 
tutor to his fon, who was affociated at eight years old, teaching his 
royal pupil bareheaded and ftanding, while the young Calar fate co- 
vered at his eafe upon a chair; the Emperor made them change 
places inftantly, obliging the inftrucftor to fit, the learner to ftand in 
future- 
Coeval with thefe occurrences, King Snio mled in Denmark, where 
dreadful famines had prevailed fo long, a law was made to leflcn the 
number of inhabitants, by putting children and old women to death ; 
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but by advice of Gambara, a lady much lifteticd to on account of her 
wifdom and virtue, milder mcafurcs ii>ere adopted, lots wcjfc drawn 
and thofe on whom they fell, were driven from: the country to feek 
for thcmfclvcs other habitations. From families thus migrating fouth- 
-ward, fpmng the Lombards, firft known by the term Winili, or 
Wanderers ; but after, from their long beards, not ti:immed upon 
their march,, ftyled Longobardi : The name of Gambar» was not only 
extant among them> but highly venerated as late as A. D. 178O. 
Bafd, OS Bafle, in Switzerland, was built about the time we arc re- 
viewing, and drew, from a Bafilifk killed by their new wall, the ap- 
pellation it has never loft : but Cologne, where Marcomir defeated 
hapleis Gratian, whom Theodofius afterwards fa well revenged, was- 
even then a place of wonderful antiquity, having been only repaired 
by Agrippa, who found the ruins of an old town there fabricated, as 
they told him, by Colonus, a Trojan chief, in almoft fabulous times> 
for which the noble Spaniard felt lb much rcfped, he could not be in- 
duced to change it ; and it is iaid, that the yet conimon word to c^ 
lonizCf in every language, comes from that ancient fbvrce. 'Twas 
Claudius added thofe few ftrudtures, of which fbme veftiges even yet 
remain ; he called it Colonia Agrippina : That Mary de Medicis died^ 
and that the immortal Rubens was born there, are boafts of its later 
exiftence. It was a cuftom to nominate the conquered places anew, 
in fign of fubjugation, and reverence fills our retroJpeHive eye, when 
it can fix on an original defignation given them by leaders long ago 
laid in earth, or by accidents as long ago buried under fi<5lion. Such 
is the word allematids, at this very moment the name by which an im- 
mcnfe number of our braveft Europeans are well known ; and Aven- 
tine perfifts, and {o does Helvicus, their hiftorians, that the diftin- 
guifhing appellative came from Allemannus,^ the Hercules of the 

* Allemannus conquered a lion in fingle combat, tam'd hiin» and led him about 
in a chain ; when arms were given in the holy.wars, (for diftinCtion's iake) the Ba- 
varian Duke, or leader, chofe a chained lion for hit device. 

north. 
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north, from whofe chained lion the Bavarian noblcis of this day claim 
feme heraldic privileges, though he was Contemporary with Mofes^ 
and of courfe with Erich thonius. A more fafliionable ctymologift 
fays, they were firft called fb in the days when to oppofe the progrcfs 
of Caracalk, the Germans'j or war men, role in a mals ftom all fur- 
rounding diftrids, and gathered all men, allemanni, together for their 
own defence. This would do, but that Hunnus, Noricus, Boius, and 
Helvctius, the four fons of the half- fabulous hero, flill live in the 
names of Hungary, Bohemia, and Helvetia. Noricum lafled a pretty 
long w^hile too, but *tis now Stiria, or Carinthia, Mr. D'Anville fays, 
or both- The true Sclavonians indeed, refident in what is now Bo- 
hemia, claimed that their irruptions into Italy were founded upon an- 
cient juft jwetenfions; nothing lefs than an old charter, faid to have 
been extant in 3 044, and running thus : — '* We, Alexander, founder 
of the Grecian empire, conqueror of the Perfians, Medcs, &c. and 
of the whole world from eaft to weft, from north to fouth. Son of 
great Jupiter, by fair Olympias, or fo called — to you the noble ftock 
of brave Sclavonians, and to all of your language ; becaufc you hiave 
been a help to us in war, and valiant in faith and honour : we con- 
firm all that trafl: of earth from the north to the fouth of Italy, from 
us and our fucceflbrs, to you and your pofterity for ever ; and if any 
other nation be found there, let them be your flaves. Dated at Alex- 
andria, the 1 2th of the Goddefs Minerva. Witncfs iEthra, with the 
Eleven Princes, whom we appoint our fucceflbrs." 

iEthra, who is called to witnefs the deed, was mother to the Hy- 
ades, and daughter to Ocean and Tethys : it means, I fuppofe, that 
all was figned in the rainy feafon — Pluviafque Hyadas, Virgil calls 
them ; but they are more familiarly known by name of Pleiades, or 
fcven ftars, in the neck of the conftellation Taxirus, of which fix only, 
are ever vifible to the naked eye. 

But an eftablifhment far different from any made by war or politics 
claims, in the fifth century, a glance oi Retrojpe^ion. St. Auguftinc 
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being converted and baptized, obtained a garden plot without the 
walls of Hrppo, in Africa, where he and eleven friends formed the firft 
order of mendicant friars, from which innumerable ramifications 
l^ranched abroad, and made the world of monks a large and feparate 
clafs of humanity. So differently, and fb widely from the original iu- 
ilitution ranged this new current of imaginative piety, that ceafing to 
«iurmur near the folitary paths of fcrious individuals, it came at iafl to 
roll in torrents of liccnfed beggary, and flagnate i« pools of ofFenfivc 
ignorance. How little did the great founder of this idle fancy dream 
that flich could ever have been the cafe ! when with his virtue, his 
learning, and his leather girdle, he fought only to fhun the temptations 
of riches, and obtain more time to converfe with heaven. But thefe 
flrange fads mufl teach us to beware of human inflitutions, fpecious 
though they be, when fuch genius, dire6ted by fuch intentions, failed 
of their purpofed efFed. St. Auguflin*s converfion to orthodoxy by 
St. Ambrofe, was however the mofi dcfirAble of all triumphs to the 
church, which now difplaycd that influence and elderftiip over the flate 
which its great rulpr willingly fubmitted to. Some new but necef- 
fary tax had been impofed ; the populace enraged, threw down the 
Emperor's flatues, infulted his officers, and manifeflcd a difpofition 
towards refinance, totally new to the world, which may be obfervcd 
thtxijirji to have put forth the more tlian half invifible germ, encou- 
raged by /nildnefs in the fovereign power. Thcodofius fcnt forces to 
punilh the infurgeats ; but Flavian, their gentle bifhop, intcrpofed, 
audfaved them from the threatened rcfentment. Frefli offence of the 
fajcae nature was, in fcven years after this indulgence, given by the 
people of Thcffalonica, who finding refiflance permitted at Antioch, 
rcfolyed to pufh the fame principles up to rebellion in their city, where 
in a popular tumult they killed their governor, and, if I remember 
right, fired his houfe, with other ad;s of unexampled infolence. Im- 
perial dignity would brook no more, and Thcodofms, in the fpirit of his 
prcdecefTprs, permitted smjaffapre of the guilty town-folk by his foldiery. 

St. 
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St. Attibrofc juftly alarmed at fo much bloodfhed, ccnfured the indig- 
nant Emperor from his pulpit, wheaee he admbniihcd him of the wide 
difFcrcnce between a Chriftian and a Pagan fpirit ; and fearlefs in the' 
cauie of true religion; inculcated the doctrine of forgivenefs, declaring 
the crudities' lately performed criminal, without palliation or fbftening.; 
Such truths affeded the generous bofom of the fovereigtt, fuch con- 
du6l infpircd rcfped: towards the prelate,. inclining the prince to con-- 
demnation of his own behaviour. That his repentance might bar 
public he wore mourning eight months ; and when the double qua- 
rantine was over, he was admitted as a penitent to the communion.- 
That compenfation- might be madb for that rafli ftorm of anger in^ 
which no 'fewer than fcven thoniand people periftied, a law was made,* 
irrevocable from that day, that no execution Ihould again take place^ 
till four wrecks after fecitence was pronounced* Thus had the world 
long caufe to blefs the church, which for the nobleft of all human • 
purpofes control!' d the kingly power. That monarch too, who being- 
fet by heaven high above all apprehenfion of fubltinary ptmifhmcnt/ 
fubmittcd his imperial ftate to cenfure of a fubjeft, and humbled his- 
grcatnefs: before the throne of God. That Theodoiius ih6uld perform- 
a moral aft equal to this religious one is lefs furpriiing : he fet Valen* 
tinian (fccond of the name) upon the throne of tlie Weft, from mo- 
tives of mere moderation ; and to revenge his death, faced with heroic^ 
courage thc^ rebel captains Eugenius and Arbograftes, whom he de- 
feated by fuperior knowledge in the arts of war*; for rebels were no 
new phenomena ; but they were individual chiefs who flood in oppo- 
fition each to other, and led th' imbattled multitudes along ta pcrifli 
in their caufe. Till Theodofius's reign, an infurredlion without ^ 
leader is not heard of; 'twas a non-defcripjt in hiftory or politicks ; but ^ 
experience has fmce made us acquainted with the beaft. And now* 
Alaric and Rhadagiftus, who had been tearing each other to pieces^ 
during the lifc-^time of this laft lb vereign, .watched the moncidnt of 
his death to fall on the dcferted worlds and- fright his defpicable^ 
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foccciTors. Of thefc poor creatures, the eldeft Arcadius, found a trai* 
tor in the man ^vho fhould have fervcd him, one Ruffinus, who 
kagucd with Alaric, but loft the reward of treachery ; he died, and 
weak Honorius endeavoured to fecure his weftem divifion of imperial 
power by wedding the daughter of vidlorious Stilicho, who had 
killed 10,000 Goths under Fiefole, and was a charadcr of energy 
enough, but could not refift the temptation of endeavouring to obtain 
the empire for himfelf, which he defended with fo much aAivity^ 
Meanwhile, Cedrenus fays, the olympiads ceafed in Greece ; new cuf- 
toms, new terrors overwhelmed mankind ; new nations over-ran it, 
and nothing proceeded forwards with any appearance of regularity, ex- 
cept church eftablifhments. St. Jerome tranilated the Bible into 
what is called the Vulgate veriion, about the time we ipeak of ; Pope 
Anaftafius commanded the gofpel to be heard ftanding, and the third 
council of Carthage decreed, that the cucharift ihould be received 
fafting — ^two good ufages, and as yet complied with both by Romanifts 
and Lutherans. Stilicho burned the Sybifs books, on which, fays 
Mr. Murphy, in a note on Tacitus, paganifm groaned and expired. 
One wilhes however, that the myftical acroftic of Erythrsea had been 
fpared, which began every line with the next letter of our Saviour's 
name, and while (he prophefied his birth, formed the words JESUS 
CHRIST. 

Auibnius lived in thefe days or pear them ; he was a Frenchman, 
bom at 5ourdeaux, then Burdigala, but of Roman parents ; his nati- 
vity caft by Arbofius early in life, determined poffibly his future ftudies. 
The grandfather was pcrfuaded he mtiji be a poet, and a poet he 
became. 

Judicial aftrology was believed in by all ranks through the fifth 
century, men feeni as if they would ahoays take unlicenfed peeps be- 
hind the curtain of futurity ; the Delphic oracle and Dodonasan grove 
were filenced-^-^and as the eaft was the trae feat of empire, oriental 
magic arts fucceeded to Pythian impofture and ambiguity/ But Re- 
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tro/pe^i<m muil be tun^d unwillingly towards the uxorious prince and 
trifling hoj that fwayed the world's great fceptre ; for whilft Rome's 
danger from the Goths drew near^ and Stilicho with all his ^<flive 
genius cpuld but procure a momentary armiftice^ Honorius haviog 
ibught inglorious flielter among the deep moraifes of RaYent]a> built 
him a terrace there and aviaiy ; and equally incapable of virtue or 
of vice, fed his favourite birds, dogs and poultry, in quiet» an uncon- 
ccmed hearer of all that paft. Arcadius, yet more conicious than the 
brother of his own ftnall powers to fill up his ftation, committed his 
infant fun to care of liHigerdes, the Perfian prince, for education ; 
and put himielf under tuition of Eutropius, the firfl: eunuch on record, 
who arrived at the patrician and confular dignity, and who headed the 
armies of now degenerate Rome. For though the hero, that oppofed 
the ruih of Gothick fury feemed to revive ibme hope from martial ar-< 
dour; while his panegyrift fhewedthe fire of wit in epigram and my- 
thologidL verie, not yet extinguifhed, it was a paper flame, and plainly 
by its ftort and fudden blaze betrayed th'expiring taper's end, fafl 
following to utter abolition. Stilicho fed his ready-kindling heat 
with the coarfe nutriment of peribnal intereft, and deiire of empire 
for his own worthlej& fbn, inftead of his old mafler s Theodofius : he 
too was difappointed in his aim by death — ^but the bold Eunuch now 
came forward, and in his confukhip ena6ted a law againft proteftion of 
civil of&nccs by fan6hiary, St. Chryfpftome, for this infult againfl 
church power, refufed him the communion ; and with a zeal lefs re- 
gular than rapid, reproached the daring favourite from the altar. In 
two years time his own exeefles having armed ibme injured hand 
againft him, this EutrojHus flew to the flielter he had himfcif denied^ 
and from the church was dragged away to fiifFer ; but Socrates, a 
Greek writer of the fifth century, fays that St. Chryfoftome's trae 
charity refcued the wretched life, forfeit to his own law, 9xA ient 
him fafe into perpetual baniflament. The word fna/Ji was now firfl 
introduced into ecclefiaftical ordinances; we know not if itmeanrt 
Vol. L Q oblation 
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oWatio» from the Hebrew miffach, or from miflk and dcmifla-**menr 
Jinipi ot difmi/fion. The Pelagian herciy meanwhile never difmiffed, 
now raged with exceeding violence. It was firft founded by Pelagius; 
a monk, bom in Armorica, or Little Britain — ^the province of Bre- 
tagne, in France, and coniifted chiefly in the denial of orrginal fm, 
"and of there being any neceffity for the grace of Grod, fuppofing msm 
wholly fuflicient to his own falvation. 

This Pelagius was a Welchman, Howell fays, and his name Morgan ; 
he was called Pelagius, i Pelago ; he was born by the fca-fidc. There 
were four kings of that province named Howell, and one of them was# 
called Howell the Great. They all derived from Adrian, whofe family 
name was iElia, fay the letters Hoaliarue. But we return to Arcadius 
and Honorius, who were compared by Gibbon at the end of his third 
volume, fourth edition, to the kings of France and Spain, who,. he faid 
truly enough, {lumbered upon their thrones. Louis XVI. lamented 
the infiilt ; and our hiftorian good-naturedly declared in his memoirs,, 
that the offeniive paflage was penned before he came to the crown — 
fb it might, and yet be intended for him ne'er the lefs. He was dau- 
phin, he was uxorious, and apparently confcious of his own fdialt 
ftrcngth to hold in a headftrong people, irritated, although pampered 
by his prcdcceffors. The fons of Theodofius, degenerate as they were,. 
had nothing to fear from their own fubjefts' averfion; but Suevcs, 
Goths,. Huns, and Vandals, kept pouring forward in repeated torrents 
from the feme populous regions, whence had rufhed the Cimbri and 
Teutons, repelled by Marius five hundred years bfeforc. What is moft 
obfervable in this frefli fwarm of them, is the term Chagan or Khan, 
given to their leader. The word is yet familiar to us iit Tartar annals„ 
if fiich they may be called. 

Teutons have not forgotten their early defignation : I bought a map 
at Lintz in Germany — the comer calls it Teutcht land, and the people 
exhorted me in vain ta ftudy Teutfchy now by cormpt and cloie pro- 
nunciation become Dutch^^of courfe divided into high Dutch and 
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low ; the languages of Holland and of Germany. Teuton however, 
though an early appellative, was not the original one. Titans they 
were, J^reading oer many a rood, and thought for that reafon in early 
<lays gigantic* Tud earth, and ton Spreading, are words yet under- 
iftood on Mona, where they refidcd as I may fay metropolitarily. They 
are ftill Cimbri, Cambrians there ; Cymri, (pronounce Coom, Gomeri) 
perhaps from the fon of Japhct, the Japetus of hiftory and fable. Coom 
means a valley in the Saxon language. Our anceftor chofe the vales pof- 
iibly for refidence ; he was a lowlandcr likely enough. But my readers 
would rather get forwards with the ftory, and fee tremendous Alaric 
return and blockade the city of Rome, then filled, as Gibbon and 
Nardini think, with about l,2OO,000 fouls, not more than London at 
the prefcnt day, nor very, very much richer, I fliould fuppofe ; only 
that their wealtH, as liill obtains in Italy, was concentrated in churches, 
palaces, and fenatorial refidences ; unlike to ours, which from the na- 
ture of our government is all difFufed, fcattering its comforts upon 
common life. The favage prince who lacked it afterwards, once 
raifed the fiege for 5,000 pounds weight of gold, and 30,000 pounds 
weight of filvcr, to which other articles of luxury were added, that 
bear in different times a different price ; and famine had fo wafted 
the inhabitants, their deaths by hunger caufed a dreadful plague — on 
hearing which the fierce barbarian retired a while, obferving he was 
forry for that peftilence, as thick grafs was eajier ad than thin. During 
the dreadful fcarcity preceding it, muft be remembered" the charity of 
Laeta, widow of Gratian, who beftowed three parts of her princely re- 
venue to feed the poor, and deferved better fate than death at laft by 
hunger. Serena too was ftrangled by the populace, who hoped to 
appeafe the treacherous Alaric by murdering the favourite wife of his 
ally, brave Stilicho, who had before this been alTaflSnated for his in- 
tention to ufurp the diadem • Serena was a fccoud confort to the Ge- 
neral, not mother to the Emprefs Mary firft we read oi^^-Jhe, as her 
name iniplies, ftretched out her neck with fortitude to meet the blow» 
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and follow, as Ihe faid, her warlike hufband. But women now prefs 
forward on our notice : little is faid of them during the profperi ty of 
ancient Rome, where they were coniidcred merely as appendages to 
greatnefs, or neceffarics of domeftic life, or at moft as toys of pleafurc 
for the men : but conftant nature will preferve her level ; and as one 
half the human race grew weaker, the other half appeared to ftrengthen 
in proportion. Eudocia, Proba, Falconia, now wrote vcrfes, or at lead 
compiled vcrfes already written, and tacking them into centos, ob- 
tained admiration for their wit — whilft Hippacia taught the mathe- 
maticks publickly in the fchools of Alexandria, after the death of her 
father Theon ; for improvements in mechanifm flourifli as philofophy 
decays, and tottering fcience clings clofc to demonftration. Hydraulic 
organs had been long in ufe, fupplying the place of manual exertion* 
in mufick, whence tafte and feeling were of courfe precluded ; and poly* 
graphic pidures helped to extinguiih the painter's art. Lazinefs is a 
certain fynjptom of ill health to any and to every ftatc : and Ammia* 
nus Marcellinus had, though himfelf a Syrian, reproached the Romans 
before this period for being contented with having their game driven 
into toils for them to catch more cafily, chacc being become too great 
a fatigue. The kings of Spain and Naples hunted juft fo in the year 
1 785 ; for though there has been much fluiluation in our globe, there 
has been but little change. Italian ideas of juflice fifteen years ago^ 
were exaftly like thofe the fatirical hiftorian defcribes in his own 
time, when, fays he. Should a Have bring the warm water fomewhat 
too cold to table, three hundred lathes on the back admonifh him to 
ihew more care for his fine mailer's nerves : Ihould the fame man 
commit a wilful murder, provided always it was on his equal — ^My 
Lord will fay perhaps. He's a good fellow ; but we will pimifh him if 
he is catchM repeating fuch offences. That fimilar opinions prevailed 
at Milan A. D. 1786, 1 had myfelf opportunity to obferve. Two per- 
fons there were committed for examination ; one had killed his fellow- 
fervant in cold blood, the other was feen breaking fome new lamps 
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lately fctup to illuminate the ftreets and fquare. I hope, faid I, the 
aflkflin will be hanged; — I* had rather fee the other hanged, replied a 
friend in company, for the firfl: only ftabbed his companion out of re- 
venge, poor fellow ! whereas the wicked creature w^ho broke our pretty 
lamps, did it, Fm perfuaded, only to 'fpite the Archduke. To rc&ify, 
the Romarf notions a merited and dreadful chaftifement was at hand. 
Let the Milancfe determine if one much lefs fcvere was hurled upon 
their haughty nobles by Bonaparte, than when ftern Alaric, bought 
off to temporary removalof his forces, returned again before their gates^- 
for plunder ;. and as he had on his laft vifit demanded all their property, - 
they now, in a debate' for peace, inquired' not how mUch he would 
fake, but what he'd leave thcm.-^Their lives perhaps^ replied the* 
rough barbarian, and prefs'd more clofely round Aurelian's wall; 
which, far too wide for their flirunk forces to defend", gave Way ; and 
faw the city it had once fcarcely furro^Jnded, giveii up a helplefs prey 
to ignorance and groffnefs ; to Gothick greedinefs of immediate gain, 
and wanton delight in unneceffary dcftru<ftion. Amidft this fhoctof 
contending paflions grief and rage, Ghriftianity, and Chriftianity alone> • 
furvived. The foldiers who refpcfted neither rank nor age, looked ou 
the church with reverence, and forbore to touch whatever had been 
there depolited. The fackingofthe town lafted three days, and lA' 
that time innumerable were the precious monuments of fciencc that 
iiink beneath the victor's fury : much was yet left for future pillagersV 
who learned the road to riches from Alaric, while he contrived various * 
though unfuccefsful methods of carrying his fpoils away to Africa, 
where, like a true lavage, he had purpofed to retire, and gfowl over 
his prey in folitude. The veffel they embarked in was however ftill 
driven back by ftorms, till over-laded with extortion, down fhc fimk ; 
and the now- difappointed conqueror, who had refufed granting ought 
but life to thofe who had once employed him in their defence (when 
Stilicho paid him as a lubiidized ally), left his own fhipwreckt corpie 
at laft upon the iea^-beat ihora of Calabria* 

Thus 
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Thus unlamented pafs the proud awayv 

The gaze of fools, and pageant of a day : 

So perifh all whofe breaii ne'er learn'd to glow 

At other's good, or feel for other's woe. Pope^ 

So periftied arts and elegancies and knowlcdgel Crevier fays haftily 
there was no Roman orator after Piiny, no hiftorian after Tacitus, and 
no poet after Juvenal , he might as well have faid there was no em- 
peror after Marcus Aurclius. Crevier fays well however, that to po- 
lite literature fuccceded empty and difputatious theology; and that for 
love of fuch fubtleties barbarifm was contented to drive tafte and con*- 
venience, and common fenfe quite away — 

A fecond deluge learning next o*er-run, 

Willie the Monks finifhM what the Goths begun. 

Athaulphus now {Adolphus in our clofcr pronunciation) ruled over the 
Vifigoths, and wifely fixed his feat at warm Thouloufc; while Britain, 
now denied affiftance from the Romans, fufFcred incredibly from bar- 
barous invaders, and kept the Chriftian faith alive in the land, almofl 
as we may fay, by miracle. Caerlcon was even then an archbiihoprick, 
with fuffragaas: thefc, when they went to council at Avranches 
(Araufium then 'twas called) and Aries and Nice ; had honour paid 
them there, and took precedence. For Ypite of force, and fraud and 
folly, the church of Chrift flouriihed in every clime : that ftone not 
made with human hands, could never be diflodged by human power. 
Ignatius Auda with his hafty zeal would have undone all, had it been 
poffiblc, when at the Perfian city Ecbatana he threw the old pyraeum 
.dawn and trampled on it, an infult that Warrancs was not likely to 
tforgive ; and 'twas no time to force the empire upon wars, when every 
:battle tended to difmember it. But ecclefiaftical affairs alone attrad 
our retroJpeSiive eye, which turns difguftcd from the names of Maxi- 
mus, Jovinus, Afper and John, of whom fomc forgot the world, and 
others were forgotten by it ; while Valcntinian III. is bcft remembered 

by 
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hy his worthlcffncfs and ill-timed triumph over the violated virtue of 
his brave general's wife. Is is indeed much more remarkable^ for ty- 
rants were no phasnomena at Rome, that at the moment when Phara- 
mond at 5fc/ehcim made tbe^/ique law to exclude females from the 
fovereignty of France, the aftoniihed caft fawthe great fceptre of what 
had formerly been called the whole world y fwayed by a virgin queen ^ 
fitter to the fbn of weak Arcadius, Theodofms the younger ; who, bred 
atlfcligerdcs* court, and of a flexible and tender nature, willingly* funk 
his own renown in her's, received correction at her hands, and even fub- 
mitted to accept a wife, the lovely Athenais, by her choice ; while he, 
fequefter'd from all cares of ftate, fought only to improve his talents for 
theological fpeculations. The young Emprefs too after converfion, hav- 
ing received the name Eudocia, turned all her thoughts to pilgrimage 
and piety, and leaving Pulcheria in complete poffeflion of all power, 
died in a voluntary exile from her fine palace at Conftantinople, to a 
poor hut at Old Jeruialem, nearcft the place where once was laid her' 
Saviour. 

Events clapt clofe together thus in an abridgment or fhort fum- 
mary of hiftorical occurrences, although the execution itfelf were good, 
wear by neceffity on the firft glimpfe, a fomewhat diftorted appear- 
ance. The pidure of truth rifing up to meet the morning fun, as 
painted in the cieling of the Coftaguti palace at Rome, is apt to revolt 
curfory obfervers, who I have feen turn away difpleafcd with the fore- 
Ihortened figure^ till called back by the connoifleur who better knows 
to value ufeful labour. 'Tis thus my work begins to fhow already, 
and almoft to repel me from performance. In a fmall field the figures * 
fcarcely can appear proportionate, and a moment's confideration mutt 
be allowed, that writer and reader both may be convinced, how all is^ 
in the inevitable ftate required by an epitome like this ; and how the 
abrupt tranfition mutt be pardoned which brings us fuddenly from 
fcenes of culpable and frantick violence, to charaders of voluntary feeble- 
nefs and half unaccountable fubmiflion; from noanners, loofened by a 

gTofs 
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grofs indulgence, till nature ftaggcrixig fought relief in phrenzy ; to 
modes of meagre melancholy exiftence, where we contemplate told 
humanity parched by repeated penances to dumb forgetfulaefs and 
oblivious folitude; while caenobites and anchorites difputed the palm of 
willing mifery with fo much eagemefs, that emperors and princes chiefly 
Ibught renown by praftifing feverities on their own filly perfons, and 
paid regard to others chiefly as they excelled in arts of felf-torxnenting. 
Syrus and Silentiarius, which laft was fo abforbed in divine contempla- 
tions, that Baronius tells us he never had been heard tojpeak at all. Si- 
^non Sfylites, fo called from his pillar, carried away the palm of wretch- 
cdncfs however, living on the top of fome tall column fixty feet high, 
Evagrius fays, and drawing up his bread, his fruit, and his frelh water, 
like a tame goldfinch on a perch, for thirty years fucccffively. The 
wcftern climate, lefs favourable to fuch folly, tried at other. Our Welfh 
folks tell how one Siriolis, a Roman monk, lived upon Puffin liland, 
or Prieftholme, oppofite Penmaenmaur, twenty years ; Leland fayi 
'twas in 378, but moft authors make him of later exiftence : it was a 
dreadful one all winter long. The tiny fpot, almoft of a circular form, 
confifts of rock alone, yet bears the hermit's name ftill, Siriol ; fome 
fcrcaming fea-gulls haunt it for three months ; then leave the dafhing 
waves totofs around and celebrate his felf- created mifery. The head- 
long Donatifts meantime more troublefome, but not more lunatick than 
thefe, with their unnatural dcfire of dying, frighted and plagued the 
peaceful paflTcngers ; when meeting them they begged a blow or beat- 
ing, with fuch inordinate and infupportable pertinacity, that they did 
now aud then obtain their wilh in defperate eameft from people who 
could not efcapc their importunities, nor keep their own paflfions under 
juft qontroul ; and had not St. Auguftine, with every argument of 
-reafon, fupported by learning, oppofed the wild fanaticks, their frantick 
zeal would longer have difgraced Chriftianity, That great author hav- 
ing tried all he could to -confute by his books, de chifafe Dei, the nu^ 
jpierous feds of polytheifts, who all imited in fuppofing Rome's cala^^ 

mities 
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mrties ix) have been caufed by the neglcdl of heathen worfliip, and the 
offences -given to heathen gods : next turned his ftrength and fkiil to 
weed the errors from our own religion, and pluck away the thorns of 
reparation which, hourly ftarting up under frelh names, diftreffed 
but never wearied this champion of our church.. The monfter- tamers 
of fabulous antiquity were but the types of thefe no leis heroical and 
ufeful civilizcrs of the newly redeemed, as they were of the new cre- 
ated world. Cadmus and Hercules who Ibw'd the warrior feed, faved 
long-dcvotcd fouls from hell ; and haplefs in his likcncfs Orpheus, who 
fell a viftim to female rcfentment, as did St. Chryfoftome, dying in 
exile by the bitterncfs of Eudoxia's implacable and unforgiving fpirit. 
About that time too, an aera pregnant with fanaticifm, the Jews, mif- 
led to think the end of all was come, and that old Ocean would be 
dried before them, made an enumeration of their tribes colle<5ed from 
a variety of countries into the Ille of Candia, and there, under com- 
mand of a falfe Mofes, ruihed, like the herd of fwine poflefTed by dae- 
mons, into the fea, where funk the impoftor and his fhipid followers. 
Meanwhile the Emprcfs Pulcheria fought an aiTociate in thofe c^res of 
ftate from which her pious brother was abftrafted, and pitched on 
Marcian, a young Roman foldier, whom Genferic the Goth found 
flecping under a tree, an eagle perched above him : he was a gallant 
warrior, worthy of being bom wheii hiftory Was fiithful to dcfert, and 
of an appearance fo ftrikingly advantageous, that the rough chieftain 
who furprifed him in the hour of repofe, refolved to extort from fo 
.fymmetrical a creature, an oath that he would never be his enemy, re- 
maining pcrfoaded by his form alon«, that beauteous Marcian was the 
care of heaven. Such too were apparently the lady's fentimcnts ; in 
defiance of which, flie bound herfelf by vows of chaftity ; and though 
Ihe wtdded her affociate, never brvke them ; but the imperial votrcfs 

paiTed on 

In maiden meditation — fancy free. 

Of Roman characters however, and Roman names, as of old Roman 

manners, take wc leave, and bid a long adieu to the paft founds of 
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Caius and Lucius, Titus and Sempronius; now ill exchanged for 
Alaric and Attalus, Hunneric and Genferic, who laid commercial Car- 
thage in a ruin, deftroyed the triple geryon of the ifles Majorca, Mi- 
norca, and Yvi^a, and fixed his Vandals in their favourite fpot, calling 
the province after them V Andalufia : the word we fee has loft only 
one letter yet. The Alans and Catti fcized upon that diftrid called 
from their fcizure of it, CatcAovim ; and thcfe enjoyed the beautiful 
rich vineyards planted by the Emperor Probus long before ; when in 
fome interval of Gaulifh conquefts, he fet his foldiers to adorn the 
place fubdued. Unlike to him rude Genfcric rulhed forward, and ra- 
vaged helplefs Rome of all that Alaric had fpared. Implacable and 
fierce, his foldiers mercilefsly deftroyed all public arid all private pro- 
perty ; nor fex nor age, nor rank, nor even religion proteded ought 
from his rapacious hand : for fourteen days thefe horrid fcencs con- 
tinued, while Gunderic profaned the church at Seville, birth-place of 
immortal Trajan ; a town whofe firft foundations were coeval with 
Liacedasmon, the Sparta of hiftorians, the Sarepta of the fcriptures. 
Sevilla la vieja ftill *tis called by thofe who fay, and juftly. 

Qui no ha vifta a Sevilla, 
No ha vifta meravilla. 

Juan Vaflaeus, in his Hifpania lUuftjrata, tells us that the facrilege was 
in the very fpot vifibly punifhed by vifitation of God on hoftile Gun- 
deric. But all thefe names give place to Attila, ion of Mundizuchus, 
grandfon to Nimrod the Great, King of Huns, Medes, Goths, Danes, 
the terror of the world, and fcourge of God. He, like another Romu^- 
lus, at firft ftiared government and pofifeftions with a brother, whom 
like him he murder'd, changing the city's name he built, that fo poor 
Bledt might be no more rcmemberM A neat-herd too, we're told, 
found a rich fword under the earth when ploughing, and prcfented it 
to Attila, who in the fpirit of the times exclaimed, that 'twas the 
very fword worn by Mars, and with it he would conquer all the world. 
From this ferocious founder of new empires, the oldeft of the Roman 
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families fled for refuge to the Adriatick Sea^ and as the conqueror's boail 
was, that no grafs grew where he turned his ft^d, expiring freedont 
fought another element, and like a fylvan ftag hunted from earth. 

Takes die deep foil, and plunges in the wave 

Precipitant ; where on fome fandy iile 

Sure anchorage he finds, and fkulks immersed. 

The flatterer of Theodoric, Cafliodorus, calls the retreat of thefe 
fclf-exiled nobles a flight of water fowl ; be it fo : they fpread their 
halcyon wings over the billows^ and proved a prefage of fome happy 
hours, when fciencc fceking flicker in retirement, trae liberty might 
breathe in peace and fafety, carrying with them their old country's 
favourite form of government, and jufl:ly fick of emperors and kings, 
they in a few years fixed a lafliing ariflocracy, and were, as Shakefpear 
calls them. 

The toged counfellors of Venice. 

There are who fay the word Venctia derives from Heneti, an Afiatick 
people led up to thefe lagoons by old Antenor after the fiege of Troy ; 
but that ground finks under the antiquary's fpade ; and Mr. Bryant has 
fliaken the foundation cruelly by faying, (for ought I know) by ^rov- 
ing that there was never any fiege of Troy at all : there was a port 
called Venetus however, from time quite immemorial. While this 
new town, rifing in beauty from her cluftering ifles, foemed to inlay 
the bofom of the deep, haplefs Britannia devoured by Pids and Scots, 
and flioals of Saxons too, which never again quitted the country they 
fet foot in, fcnt out their well-known melancholy meflage to iEtius 
thrice conful, the groans of the Britons : nor was the difmal anfwcr 
leis impreflive ; that diftant colonics could have no help, while the 
metropolis herfelf fubfifted but by permiflion of thofe northern nations 
who were ezpe6ted hourly at her gates. It mufl: be mentioned likewife 
how in Africa the Vandals were renewing all that Paganifm could have 
inflided on Chriftianity : Numidia had been bcfl:owed on thefe wild 
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creatures, fierce as its aborigines, wolves, leopards, panthers ;* and *twas 
at that time that they tore in pieces that once well civilized Roman 
province. It w^ the age of general invafion, and Attila, proud of hi» 
ftyle and title, did terrify the world which (hook before him ; and was 
in very deed-^the fcourge of God. Epidaurum in lUyria, fuppofcd by 
Scaliger to have been built two thoufand years before, was now fpoil'd 
by the Goths ; when 'twas repaired the name was called Ragufa. 
But above all the fiege of Aquileia affords a theme for bitter exclama- 
tion. While that unhappy city fuffcr'd forrows incredible, and a dif- 
trefs unequall'd but by that of Jerufalcm, Theodofius fent the vidor 
Oooo lb. weight of gold, a promife too from worthlefs and tyrannick 
Valentinlan, of annual tribute value 1000 lb. weight of the fame pre- 
cious metal, would he but fpare the capital. Attila laughed, but took 
the fpoils of empire, whofe ftrange fall having produced a temporary 
chaos, fliews to the retroJpeSlhe eye how the church ftrengthened as 
the ftate decayed, and grave authority flipt almoft unperceived from 
the ftretchcd diadem, to the clofe-clafping, high-afpiring mitre. 

Whilft Attila then, ftriding o*er ravaged provinces, advanced to 
Rome, upon his way the guardian of the holy fee oppofed him, great 
Saint Leo ; not with fuch armour as the fierce barbarian was well ac- 
quainted with, and of which he beft could know the force, and all the 
force : but with a peaceful air of firm aflurance, and truft in celeflial 
aid ; with pious, and men may call them enthufiaflick threatenings, 
which fo imprefled the headftrong conqueror, that he turned fud* 
denly about we're told, with a face fuller of alarm and agitation, at 
the ftrange thought of feeing the apoftles Peter and Paul come flying 



♦ This Nuniidia was then the granary of the world ; but fo was it wafted by Vandal 
fury, tearing vines and fruit trees, and devouring the green corn, &c. leaving cities 
without one inhabitant y and fuffering no country to efcape their hoftile rage, that 30,000 
invaders completely finilhcd the whole province. It is now, and has been ever fince, 
nearly a defert ; or only inhabited near the ihores by pirates and banditti. 

in 
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in the air fo Rome's relief,* than all her troops could ever have pro- 
duced, had tliey been general'd by Caefar's felf. Raphael has fo de- 
figned this pifture in the Vatican, that none can mils an accidental 
ftrong refemblance between the prefent pope Pius the iixth, and Leo 
primus, fo truly termed the Great. Milan and Florence then endured 
the (hock of Gothick fury, but Attila went back, however fuUenly — 
back to his native Scythia ; where, at his marriage with fair Ildico, he 
drank fo freely of the nuptial bowl, that in the night he was found 
ftifFocated.* The wi;etched woman's dangerous fituation, reminds one 
of the monk who was found locked in the ftudy,. when out Charles 
the fecond, during their talk together, fell in an apopfcclick fit : to his 
innocence the monarch lived to bear a melancholy, but honourable 
teftimony. Poor Ildico was torn to pieces between four wild hof fes. 

• As Attila was frighted from Rome by the Idea of St. Peter and St Paul defend* 
ing it, fo Zofimusfays, was Alaric long before driven from Athens, by thinking he Cslw 
Achilles Ihaking his fpear at him from the walls. 

t Attila's nuptial bowl was hydromel ; wine was a Kqaor not known in the north, 
nor eafily obtarned. From the Ghaelic cuftom of drinking a beverage made with 
ione^ for thirty days, feaft after a grand wedding, comes the expreflion of the ionfj* 
Sttoon ; 'tis a Teutonic phrafe, you have it not in tlie warm wine latitudes. Talieffin tells 
of this infpiringcup ; confe^or muljt^ the confedioner of theemulfion, was I believe, 
a great officer of ftate in Wales, ranking with mafter of the horfe, and the king's 
bard. From Howel Ddha's laws, and our Saxon annals, much of this knowledge 
may be drawn; I quote only from quotation or memory. Mead however is ftill drank 
in Qur country, and I never tailed it in any other, except one evening fome in Polilh 
Pruffia. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

FROM THE DEATH OF ATTILA TO A. D. 500. 

WilLE Goths and Vandals wafted a willing world, that foarcely 
made refiftance to their power^ pleafed RetroJpeSlion refts a 
little moment upon the nrtues of the prieftly charaAer. Siztus the 
third, immediate predeceflbr to St. Leo, had been accuied by Baffius 
or Baifianus, and accufed falfelj, of a mortal fin ; from which the 
fynod cleared their worthy primate, condemning his accufer, and 
fentencing him to perpetual exile for the calumny. The gentle Pon- 
tiff begged remittance of fo harfh a punifhment, and when his enemy 
died of a broken heart, buried him with his own hands. This man 
had learned the hardeft precept of our meek religion ; he knew how 
to love, and to forgive a foe. The inftitution of St. Peter ad vlncula 
is given to him. ^ The Emprefs Eudocia fent from Jeruialem to 
Rome, fomething.which fhe was willing to believe were the true bonds 
dropt from St. Peter's arm, when die releaiing angel drew him from 
priibn. 'Twas natural that ibmething fliould be done to keep alive the ' 
memory both of the laint and of the lady, and in thofe days 'twould 
have been difficult not to have done too much. This feems to be 
the firft ftriking ad of devotion towards St. Peter, at leaft it is the 
firft that ftrikes tne : fcholars muft correft iiich miftakes when they 
meet them : the correction of a fcholar is an honour, not difgrace. 
Meanwhile a ftrange impofture took up that attention which had been 
better paid to truth and virtue, yet 'twas not to be called impofture 
cither, for there feemed no intention to deceive. The Emperor of 
the Eaft, about the year 430, when Attila was employed in befieging 

Aquileia, ^ 
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Aquileia, and Rome was running haftily to beg retreat in Venice^ 
heard with more intereft a curious ftory, how fevcn men had bcea 
feen wandering about the ftreets of £phefus» dreiTed in flrange drcffes> 
and fpeaking an obfolete, almofl an unintelligible language. On more 
enquiry, coins of the Emperor Dccius were produced^ faid to have 
been prefcnted by thefe men for food, which had no good effeft on 
them however, for they returned into a cave near to the town and 
died, and there were buried. Theodofius, delighting in a tale like 
this, foon went to fee the bodies, and perfuaded himfelf that theie 
ieven people had ilept there for two hundred years ; in that lone hoi* 
low place,' whither he thought they muil have run to hide themfelves 
from the hot perfecution in Decius's reign ; and Leo the Grreat, juftly 
{o called too, complying with the Emperor's fancy, canonized them 
as faints,* becauie of their apparently miraculous prefervation ; al- 
though we muft confefs that never mortal coidd attain that honour 
by a le(s hazardous or painful conduit than that of llceping for fo 
many years ; but to the deification of paganifm now fucceeded the 
canonizations of popery, for men would have an apotheofi^. Beiides, 
that in every ftrange thing there is fome odd appropriation of cha- 
rafter to make it the niore cafily endured. Thefe fleepers would not 
have been cared about, by Hanno and Hacko, Vortigcm and Rowena^ 
had they been ever fo much difpofed to luperftition : there has always 
eziiled an obfcure credit, or rather a degree of voluntary fubmiflion to 
the poffibility of thefe fufpenfions m the eqji. Addifon and Steele 
have noticed one or two, of which the moft elegant advantage has 

* Tbe dog who followed thefe men was deemed holy all over the eaft, and in 
Sir Paul Rycaut's time, who mentions him, was held faaed by Turks^ and conii- 
dered as forming a venerable triumvirate witli the afs ridden by Jefus Chrift, and the 
6amel who carried Mahomet in the Hegira. — Note^ That whatever camel carries the 
Alcoran in proceilion, is made happy here on earth, difmiiled from all employment, 
with this fpeech» Live long and merry under proteftion of the celeflial camel thy 
broUieri who carried the prophet Mahomet. 

been 
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been taken; and Mrs. Sheridan's Nourjahad improves upon them alll 
Poor England now (while thefe faints flept and waked) was become 
quite a prey to her auxiliaries, the Saxon chiefs, whom Ihe had called 
to help her againft the fierce barbarians who drove her people to the 
fca, while that rough element frill drove them back again on the barba- 
rians. Thofe who came laft however wxre moft welcome ; they refolved 
never to leave a land they liked fo well, and ibon incorporated them- 
felves with the fubducd inhabitants, who quietly fubmittcd to their 
tyranny, and learned their language. Englilh is ftill called Saxon 
by the fraall remnant of the old inhabitants, the Welch, as we muft 
now begin to call them. Dim Jajheg, we fpeak no Saxon tongue, is 
ftill the language of our Ordevices in the year 1 7q6 ; thefe, chufmg 
freedom on their barren foil rather than fervitude on the green banks 
of the Thames, flew to their yet half inacceffible mountains, where, 
building upon every rock a caftlc, and almoft upon every hill a fort, 
they made at laft their utmoft ftand, and found their final refuge in old 
Mona ; where fettling the prince's feat at Aberfraw, they wept the 
hafty and too fierce revenge taken by his indignant countr}'men on 
haplefs Vortigera, who, foothed by filly hopes of fair Rowena, made 
friendihip with the faithlefs Saxons, and loft his honour and his life 
at Nant yr Gwerthyn, in Caemarvonfhire, a place named Gwerthyn 
from a Britifli leader — in Englilh, Ironfides. In Anglefey thefe re- 
fuged few retained the Chriftian faith, as they ftill boaft, pure from all 
innovation many years. Tertullian had faid long before that they 
were among the firft to receive Chriftianity. Britannorum loca Ro^ 
manis inaccejja ChriJiOf vero fubdita. That among us the Chriftian 
dodrines anticipated the Roman fword, a cloud of witneffes do cer- 
tainly atteft ; fo much fwifter were the dove's wings, carrying joyful 
tidings of peace on earth, good will towards men ; than were thofe of 
the eagle, who brought both war and deiblation in his train. St. 
Patrick, when the dreadful fiege of Aquileia frighted the Romans 
from their capital, and fent the moft part of the fugitives to beg afylum 

with 
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with the -wife Venetians, fcomed all idea of fheltering Tiimielf in 
the fait court of Amphitrite, and fought a place where he might A) 
fome good as well ?isjind it. He came to Ireland where Gwillamore 
reigned king, and there converted the inhabitants to Chriftianity*— he 
was a noble man as we believe, a holy patrician, who, in coijfequence 
of a religious vow, wandered from home when the Goths plundered 
Italy, having fworn to make profelybes wherever he fhould be received 
with hofpitality. leme's humid coaft is ftill fuper-eminent for that 
old fsrfhioned but refpe<ftable virtue. She entertained, and ftill reveres 
his merit, and the Sandlm Pairiiianus became Saint Patrick by an cafy 
corruption. He built a church on Anglefey, oppojite Ireland, on .the 
fca ihore ; dip town and parifh is called hlan Badrick now : but when 
poffefled of the confiding hearts of his new converts in our lifter king- 
dom, her l^eft hiftorians fey he burned tJitec hundred volumes of heroic 
iongs, written by their bards ; I fear he thought them poiibnous as the 
£a|ients« They had been held in high and juft eftimation, wdtrihg a 
fobe of royal colour — ^it was not purple though, but green I think ; 
our Welch proteded tiieir's for ages after. Trer &ird, the habitation 
of the Bards, may yet be fecn ^ Llanidan, and Bardfey Kland is even 
aow covered with itinerant fingers, Tale-tdling, however, kept its 
l^romnd in Ireland in %ite of St. Patrick, and that lie could not 
chafe all poetry away — ^witneis^ my old familiar friends, Mui*phy 
and Goldfn^ith ; but we are enga^d in works of RetroJpeSiion. 

When thus the church of Rome had; by the interference of St. Leo, 
deferred for a fliort time the ruin of the ftate, and freed its wretched 
Emperor from fears of prcfent deftradion, he might perhaps have held 
the Iceptre ftill, but vice, ftill more than Oenferic or Attila, contributed 
to ihake the feeble nerves of wicked Valentinian, who yet raled the 
weft, (if we may call him ruler who xiever uniheathed fword except 
to ftab his own heroick General at a jfeaft) ; and although Marcian 
dreamed that the great Godiick bow was brdcen, on that fame night 
«xcefs had in reaHty roptur^ the heait^ring^ of the chief who ifcrew 
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it ; he had no power to lend his afliftance, for death fulfilled the oath 
he took to Gcnferic ; Marcian, the laft of Roman warriors died ; a 
HnoTt but nominal fucccffion of princes, moft of them unworthy of 
their fituation, though that was bad enough, disgraced even this laft 
ihading off of the now faded purple, which Majoranns only wore 
with dignity, and wore but a ftiort time. Valentinian was not aSkC- 
ilnated till in the thirtieth year of his reign. ; but Majoranus ruled hui 
three, and after many a ufelefs viAory won with hard toil, and celc^ 
brated with much elaboration, few traces yet remain of his renown, Of 
that of his panegyrift^ Sidonius Apollinaris. The afts of many Roman 
emperors, coUeded by Zofimus, are chiefly loft too,^ the French tranf- 
lated what was left of it ; Poffidius Afer, better known: perhaps by 
name of Poffidonius, gave the world a life of St. Auguftine twenty 
years before ; and Philoftorgius fulminated his thunders at the reputa* 
tion of St. Athanafius : we muft recolleft however that he wrote 
againft Porphyry. Orion of Thebes compofed colleftions of wife fen- 
tences, and dedicated them to Eudocia, Valentinian's emprefs ; but 
little can be gleaned from thefe dull days ta gratify a claflick reader 
cither in wit or hiftory. What ftrikes one moft in this fifth a<ft of 
Rome's amazing drama, is the growing aicendancy of her priefthood, 
confpicuous on the inauguration of Anthemius crowned' by Pope Lco> 
and accepting die weftern empire as his gift, ftyling him Domimis tt 
Pater. When that unhappy prince was killed by Ricimer, the fame 
Pontiff anointed, with more ceremony than hope of good fticceis, the 
young Olybrius, who held his feat about three months, I think, having 
been tempted by Genferic mto a fatal war. He married Placidia 
daughter to Valentinian, hy Genferic's confent ; for the Goths now 
endured a Roman on the throne while they were fettling their own 
^concerns,, and trying to drive Leo I. a Thracian monarch, from C6n- 
ftantinople. But now Severus^ the aflaffin of that laft pleafing chai- 
radcr we read oi, Majoranus, being himfelf poifbned, our attention 
is arrefted chicfiy by the great fire at Conflaatinople which burned 
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200,000 volumes, among which was a Homer, which Cedrenus fays 
was written in letters in gold ; but Baiilifcus, Zeno, and another Leo, 
fon to the firft, difputed for the purple with iiich fury upon the banks 
of the Propontis, that Remifmund and Hilderoc had but to look on 
while the Greek emperors injured their own dominions. Theodoric 
now king of the Vifigoths compleated the expulfion of the Roman 
arms from Spain, which they had held a tributary province for above 
feven hundred years, till Torrifmond drove out the laft of them, arid 
then they even requefted Theodoric to take and keep that kingdom for 
himfclf. He extended his kindnefs by perpetual extenfion of his do- 
minions fo acquired in old C^ltiberia, whence Euric had driven the 
Catholics with violence, raifing high quickicts round each place of 
worlhip, as I can with difficulty underftand from Mariana, who fays 
he kept them fafc with thorns. Julius Ncpos, made Caefar by Oly- 
brius, or Glicerius whom the Goths permitted to rule at Ravenna, de* 
pofedthe laft of thefe, and fet up for himfclf: but Oreftes, king of the 
Heruli, approved not his independent fpirit ; oppoiing his preteniions 
with a formidable army, Julius fled to Placentia, and there loft his 
life. The exploits of Odoacer, late Yquire to Oreftes, now claim our 
retrejpe&ive glance. He, though a tranfient, was a fliining light, 
doomed to abforb and fwallow up the weftcrn empire in his blaze. 
That immenfe power then, founded in Romulus^ and after feven hun- 
dred and fixty-fix years receiving as it were new birth and a fixed feat 
under the great Augu/ius, ended in a voluntary abdication of the man 
who, by a curious combination of circumftances, poflefTed both theh^ 
names : and we obferve Augtiftulus Romulus, laft of the Roman empc* 
rors, quietly yielding up his no longer tenable dignity to the Scythian 
hero, four hundred and eighty years after the birth of Chrift, five hun- 
dred and twenty-four years after the battle of Pharfalia, and very near 
one hundred and fifty years after the removal of the imperial refidencc 
to Byzantium. 

The very name of Rome was now loft to its conqueror, who fackcd 
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and left it to fight the laft decifive battle with Genfcric, whom he dc-- 
tcatcd and killed ; and like a wife man, defpifing all ftyle and empty 
title but the true ones, he flung afidc the unimpreffive ornaments of 
the no longer re\'ered emperors and imperators, calling himfelf King 
of Italy, the country he fubducd : out of which trad of land he chofe 
Ravenna for his court and rcfidence, as bcft provided with natural de- 
fences, the ftrong fortification of a marlhy ground ; whilft Augnjiulus 
Romulus^* wretched proprietor of the two firft names on earth, ended 
his tranquil exiftencc in a half-forced half- voluntary confinement to 
the demefnc of Lucullus's villa, not far from Naples — ^an interefling 
fpot, ftill flicwn to travellers as the dwelling of rough Marius once, 
and once of gay Lucullus* Yet fo were the Rjfman emperors faded to 
a phantom before the Gothick chieftains fixed in Italy, that fcarce any 
one ever rccollefts its laft illuftrious inhabitant, or even beftows a paff- 
ing figh upon its inofFenfive prifoner, fcldom prefcntcd either by hiflo* 
rians or even by walking guides, to the eye of general or particular 
RetroJpeSiion. If we would follow this fun till it fets completely, it 
will be ncccflTary to watch the gradual and gentle decay of light and 
heat difpcnfed from Conftantinople, where Zcno, at the time under 
reviewal, ruled the eaft ; and received with juft indignation the efS^r 
of the once confcript fathers to chufe a mafter for them himfelf, or to 
confirm the the patrician Odoacer in his dignity. The order had in- 
deed been debafcd by the admiflSon of Moors, Goths, every fuc- 
cefsful barbarian in his turn ; yet did the name of ienate languifli on, 
nor pafs the limits of our camera ohfcura till after Leo IV. in 75Q 
I think, who put a final end to it. But it had then fcarce one true 
fymptom of exiftCnce left, a mere half body and half corpfe, of which 
the laft weak figh is fcarce difcemible to the tired and unfeeling at- 
tendants. One thoufand two hundred and fiixty years, or thereabouts, 

* In the fame manner Philip* fon to Anliochus, in times long paft, eftabliihed th^ 
Macedonian monarcby, and Philip Antigoni loft it irrecoverably* 

we 



CH. vin.] FROM DEATH OP ATTILA Xa A. D. 500. uu 

we may coniider as the life of the Roman fenatc ; who refigned to 
Zeno their laft privilege, that o( appearing to approve their own tyrants. 
But Zeno himfelf deferved nor rule nor power. Cruel and riotous, 
his wild excefles ended at length in epileptic or apopledtic fits; one of 
which held him fo long that Ariadne, his unfaithful wife, dcfiring foon 
to wed his favourite Chamberlain, buried him haftily ; nor regarded 
the cries which, when he waked, ifllied from the coffin ; but heaped 
earth on him to drown his llirieks. That earth being removed feme 
years after, it was difcovered that the haplefs prince had gnawed his 
own arms under ground from hunger, grief and rage. But the con- 
verfion of Clovis the Great, firll Chriftian king of France, allures our 
ntrojpediive eye : 'twas near the end 'of the fifth century when, in com- 
pliance to his Queen's rcqueft, this barbarous ruler of a pagan hoft re- 
nounced the fuperftition of his fathers, profeffing our purer faith. The 
bifhop who baptized him had, we muft own, but little care for treating 
him with delicacy, if it is certain that he ufcd thefe words,. '* Come^ 
now kneel down Sicambrian, and learn to worlhip what you arc ufed 
to defpife, and to defpifc what you are ufcd to worfhip ;" the phrafe 
accompanied by a contemptuous cafting away fome images he wore 
about his perfon, late obje<fts of his aukward adoration. Such anec- 
dotes evince at once the needlefs rough nefs of the prelate, and the 
ftrange flexibility of mind joined to untutored manners in the cate- 
chumen. 

'Twas now that bells were, among other ornaments and convc- 
niencies, introduced into the church by Paulinus bifhop of Nola in 
Campania ; 'tis from the laft word they are fuppofed to take their name. 
There were none known before his time at Rome, except the little 
tintinnabula. Thefe were baptized formally, and bleft, in Italy and 
Brabant, down to our own days.; and I have half a notion, that fincc 
the Reformation, bells have been folemnly and ferioufly chriftened here 
in England. Two yet remain at Lincoln and at Oxford : their names 
are Thomas ; Lknow not their age. Their ufes are not ill fummed up 
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in the old Latin diftich writtcifi on fome bell of great eminence, on 
many perhaps, 

Laudo Deum venim, plebem voco, congrego cleruiSy 
Defundos ploro, peftem fugo, fefla decoro. 

The baptifm of inanimate things feems ftrange to us, yet *tis certain 
fwords* underwent the ceremony. King Arthur's excaUbar is famed in 
ballad ftoiy, though he lived not till the Jixth century. Uther Pen- 
dragon was his father, and wore the dragon as a creft upon his liead : 
pen fignifics head in old Britifli, now Welfli language. He was 
contemporary with Hcngift and Horfa — ^both which words mean a 
horfc, as I have been told, in different dialeds of the Sclavonian 
tongue : it may be fb. The houfe of Hanover has that old imprefe 
on their coins and coat-armour ftill ; and there are thofe who have 
fuggefted a poiTibility that the great pile of Stonthenge, in Wiltlhire, 
was fct up as a monument of commemoration of the victory won upon 
Salifbury plain over Aurelius Arabrpfe. Polydore Virgil lays the firft 
llone of this explanation, and I believe there is a place yet called 
Amhreshnry in the neighbourhood, which corroborates the notion. 
Ncckham and Camden tell however, that many natives fancy thofe 
ftoncs fetup by Uther Pendragon himfclf, aided by his brother Merlin 
the conjuror and famous mathematician. Buiy conjecture thus in our 
cold latitude fills up with fable and wonder thofc blank years, of which 
neat and connedcd accounts cannot be obtained : in like manner as 
the geographical maps and globes of about threefcorc or fourfcore years 
back from the prefcnt day, were wont to have lions or elephants 
painted upon thofc fpaces where little was know^n of cities, towns, and 
rivers. The efFe6l was certain — the baby ftudents fix'd attention there 

♦ Thli is aukwaidly cxpreflcd ; fwords were baptized before bells were : thefe laft 
came in ufc about the year 468, but were not chriftcned and foleniniy confecrated till 
970, when John XIV. (not the wicked John) baptized the fine new bell in the Late- 
ran, and called it after his own name^ which it ftill wears, with the above infcription. 
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Be this as it will, Hengift and Horfa laid the firft ftone of Leydcn> 
celebrated for her learning ; but whofe beft praife is having, in thefc 
ktter times, been Boerhaave*s refidence, whence he difpenfcd health, 
wifdom, and an example of patient chearfulncls under bodily diftrcfs, 
which can be followed only by a few. Ella too laid foundation of a 
kingdom called in our ifland that of the South Saxons, now the beau- 
tiful counties of Surry and Suflex. Sac an /aca were words expref- 
five of that fpirit of wandering which in thofe days pofleffed the 
northern nations, and, as I have heard, were fynonymous to winili ; 
whoever travels Saxony at prefent will think upon a nearer derivation. 
The precious lloncs abounding in that diftrift feem as if the Romans 
had denominated the place from themy Saxa. Carnelions, opals, onyxes 
are common, and fomc extremely fine jafpers and agates. That the 
phlogifton is liberally diftributed, although the region be a cold oner, 
is proved by. that fine earth which forms the well-baked porcelain. 

But the five hundredth year of our great Chriftian sera now ap* 
preaches, fo does the term of Odoacer's power. Theodoric, long a 
hoftage at Conftantinople, icnt there in infcincy as pledge of peace, by 
bold Theodomir his father, bad been a thoufand times excited by Leo, 
then emperor of the eaft> and afterwards by Zeno, to withftand in- 
croachments from Oreftes* fquire. He, now returned to his own 
court, came forward with rapid ftrides ; and while the laft named fb- 
vereign was buried living by his queen's hafte to get another hufband, 
Odoacer who rcfufed not the challenge, w^ent to meet him, was de- 
feated terribly near Verona, and from thence, fled to his marlhy r©* 
fuge. Ravenna long refifted the conqueror s fword, which gained him 
Italy's wide furface and long extent from Piedmont to Calabria, yet 
could not make him happy or contented whilft his rival remained 
alive. The bi(hop of Ravenna oflTered his mediation, and drew up ar- 
ticles of peace which, although neither party could read, both were 
well pleafed to fign ; fo implicit was their confidence in ccclefiaftical 
virtue, fo deep their ignorance in all but the art of war.> A gold plate 
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^vas prepared to ftrike the papers, and tbcfc chiefs who difputed the 
feat of Julius Caefar and Marcus Aurelius, drew the ftyle or pen, or im- 
plement whatever it was, through the word fo marked, andfuoore to it. 
Their reconciliation was fealed by a banquet, they eat and drank to- 
gether to excefs ; and the third day of this half favage half iblemn feaft, 
a fudden dagger ftabbed the heart of brave and unfufpefting Odoacer. 
His Heruli, driven back to the flat countries between Milan and Turin, 
under the guidance of his only fon, found thofe plains occupied by 
Lombard families, with whom they mixed, and loft their Scythian 
appellation : that of their chieftain, foften'd into the name Udazio, was 
fixed at Brcfcia in 1794 ; but our wand points to thole days when 
Gildas was born, abbot of Banchor Ifacoed : that place muft not be 
confounded with the bifliop's fee, which lies in a different county ; he 
was furnamed the Wife, and was confidcred by his countrymen as an 
oraqle. Leonard Aretine too began his hiftory, Coluthus, and Can- 
did us Ifaurus by their writings evinced the ftrange decay of ftyle and 
fpirit in authors, which unaccountably kept pace with the decline of 
empire ; and the ftrange ficknefs that in a manner held down litera- 
ture, and funk her almoft to deliquium, dates its commencement from 
thcfe Gothick kings. Theodoric was often heard to fay he hated learn- 
ing, and condemned all fchools : the boy who trembles at a rod, faid 
he, will never make a man to fliake a fpcar. The women then and 
pricfts, who only needed not to fight in battle, prcferved alive the veftal 
fire of fciencc, which often finking to the fockct's edge, threatened its 
total lofs ; yet glimmering on, in the fad fepulchre of general know- 
ledge, waited a purer air, when its wxak languid rays might try to ex- 
pand, and chear benighted man with its revival. But PLetrofpe^kn 
now muft fix her glafs, for fight will hardly penetrate the gbom ; 
upon the popes, not emperors of Rome : which city fince, under 
another form, attrads and well dcfcrves our notice of her conduft. 
Like the galette or filk-worm, that ftrange town appeared at firft upon 
the world's wide range, a fmall black fp^ck, fcarccly difccrnible ; a 
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creature next peculiar in its hunger, voracious and devouring every 
tnee, foon ftript by its predaceous habits, caufingan artificial winter 
round. Laborious then, and iludious to adorn its injured neighbours ; 
but foon weary with that employ, we fee her next, torpid and dark^ 
and dull and fpiritlefs ; a fly at laft, feeking alone to propagate itlelf, 
and to obtain pofleffion for its progeny, in every foil which can afford 
them food. 

Leo the Great, by whom two helplefs princes were * inaugurated, 
' and one invading warrior driven back, was, if I am right, fucceeded by 
Pope Hilary, born in Sardinia, who filled with warm ideas of that high 
independent fpirit which finds an ifland its propitious foil, made the 
decree, and rendered it irrevocable, by which all future pontiff ihould 
be hindered from naming their own fuccefTors ; he left the fee elec- 
tive. Till his time, ecclefiaflical like dvil power, feemed by confent 
of all mankind, tranfmifTible by the command or dying breath of its 
pofTeflor ; and care of fouls, or empire of a univerfe, was given and ac-' 
cepted as a legacy. Breaking this link ihewed men their chains were 
fragile, and the fame liberal heart fuggeited that they might not be 
hindered from know ing their fituation. 

He was by no means of Theodoric's mind, he encouraged cultiva- 
tion of literature in his clergy, and even infifled on their producing 
fome proofs that they kn^wfomethmg, before he permitted them to take 
holy orders. Simplicius next fucceeded to the papal chair, and wrote 
to Zeno, endeavouring to procure the banifhmcnt of hereticks, known 
by the name of Eutyches* their founder, who troubled greatly by their 
fubtle rcafonings the uniformity, of that church which he was cbofen 
to pro ted. Felix, from being cardinal, was next raifcd to the firfl ec- 
4:Jefiailical jdignity. I recoiled no pope before him who went thiough 

* Of thefe Chriftians fome yet remain in the world ; and it was to fliew their rejeO 
lion of Eutychi^in herefy that tbe v€ry> very old painters reprefeijt oiir Saviour wifli two 
fingeus elevaterf in aft. of beuediaioo, exprefliiig his two natures; which they contro- 
verted. The three deprefled fingers reprefent the Trinity. 
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that new appointed ftagc of preferment ,- but veneration for martyrs* 
naturally ended in profound reverence towards thofe w^hofc bufmefs it 
had been once to bury them, and fcarlet {lockings, linings, &g. for- 
merly badges of mifery, and mere appendages to diftrcfs, were now 
become diftindions of honour, and gradations towards magnificence. 
The church had not as yet required celibacy from her members, and 
Felix, juftly fo called, was immediate and lineal, not collateral anccftoc 
in the third degree to Gregory the Great. Gelafius upon his dcmife 
enjoyed lupremacy over all his own clergy, and claimed it from the 
patriarch at Conftantinople, but was refuied. He made a decree to 
exclude feme and blind, &c. from the priefthood, he burned the Ma^- 
nichasan books, and baniihed thoie who had been hopelefsly mifled by 
them : but although he claimed, and perfuaded many to think him pof- 
I feiled of infallibility^ he tried, but was unable to abolifli the lupercal, a 
gro/s inftitution of pagan origin, which Chriftian emperors had vainly 
endeavoured to annul, and 'twas Gelafius who diftinguifticd canonical 
books of fcripture from apocrypha. Meanwhile the retroJpeSihe eye 
will^ in the days when Symmachus adorned the papal chair and 
chanted aloud the gloria In excelfis, obferve the ftlU blinded Jews col- 
leAing their civil and canon laws into a thalmud or rcpofitory,* re- 
gardful of the letter, but mindlcfs of the fpirit in which they were at 
iirft compolcd. Unobfervant alfo, or ftrangely prepoflefs'd againft the 
true fenfe of thofe prophecies which long before had fb minutely de- 
fcribed their miferable ftate ; and promifed future, though diflant re- 
leafe from it ;. a fure if late recall to their inheritance, from amongftall 
the nations they are fcattered over ; a congregating of their tribes by ^ 
greater than Rabbi Affer. Since his appearance upon earth incarnate, 
and condemnation by thefe his infatuated,, and every way peculiar 
people, five hundred years have now been in this little fupcrficial work 

* Thalmud means (as Sir William Jones tells us) people exifting in fecret excava- 
tions of rocks ; whence perhaps thalmud^ a fecret repofitory for their law : dius that- 
mud of Babylon* 
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flightly reviewed ; and the twelve viilturcs feen by Rotnulus on his 
Capitoliae Hill, have winged their dcftined flight twelve centuries with 
ihe addition of about half another, paft flnce his firfl: foundation of 
the city, to that melancholy but fcarccly noticed day, when the laft 
prince who ever bore his name, yielded that city tamely up to Odo- 
acer ; but if I remember well the augury, thofe vultures* wheeling 
round pa/s*d him again. 

Rome while I write, has for twelve centuries more, and half another, 
nilcd o*cr her fubje<ft world afecond time^ and clothed in papal, as once 
in imperial purple, has again held in fevere fubje6lion princes, poten- 
tates, warriors. 
But we return to RetroJpeSi. ' 

* And I do fancy thefe fwans were the old vultures whitened by Vicgil, as a com- 
jdiment to AMgufius. 

^Nifallor. 

Nifrujlra augurium vani docuere parentes^ 

Afpice bis fen9s Ixtantis agmine cycnos 

^theria quos labfa plaga Jovis ales aperto 

Turbarat cselo ; nunc terras ordine longo 

Aut capere, aut captas jam defpe&are videntur« 

Ut reduces illi ludunt ftridentibus alis, 

Et csetu cinxere polum, cantufquc dedere : . ' 

Haud alitcr, &c. &e. ^ r \ 
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CHAR IX. 
TO THE EXPULSION OF THE GOTHICK KINGS- 

FIRST portion: OF THE SIXTH CENTURY. 

WHILE Goths and Vandals, with devouring rage wafted the 
once well-cultivated Roman empire, fo that fcarcc a trace of 
civilization remained either in Spain or Africa, our retrofpe6iive eye 
will be accounted happy in not having time to dwell upon fuch fcenes 
as Procopius (no fcrupulous hiftorian) forbears to relate ; left from my 
book, fays he, fliould in fome future day be learned, leflbns of yet un- 
heard-of inhurtianity : but *tis agreed upon by all our writers, that na 
period of this globe's cxiftence ever equalled, or even approached near 
to the fifth and fixth centuries, for complicated afflidions, and diftre6 
ftopping little fiiort of defpair. Famine and peftilence followed the 
Gothick wars, of which indeed they were confidercd as inftruments ; 
when, if a garrifon held out too long, the beficgers made no fcruple 
to kill all their prifoners in cold blood, and piling them up in heaps — 
poifon the wretched creatures of the town, and force them to de- 
fert it. 

Authors perfift in faying, and with truth, that every province un- 
der Roman protection was grown effeminate, and in fome meafure,. 
we may fay enervated, by the free commerce entertained with the 
capital, and thus fell unrefiftingly before the Barbarian troops : but 
before fuch troops Caefar muft have fallen. There was no art of war, 
no energy of mind, that could poffibly withftand enemies who pro- 
feffed rapacity and murder, not conteft; and who laughed at the 
feeble ties of honour and humanity. When Stilicho had taken fome 
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Goths into his pay, hoping their affiftance againft invaders from other 
coiintries, not their own, what was the confequence ? Only this ; that 
adding treacheroufnefs to ferocity, the brutal mercenaries turned all 
that fkill and xiifciplinc they had learned, againft the people who em- 
ployed them : nor did their rage of devaftation ceafe, till all their 
northern hive was drained of fwarms, that migrated like myriads of 
ants in India, when the whole earth for miles appears to move ; and 
while the lordly elephant is covered, incumbered, and even his bones 
picked by the black army, as 'tis emphatically called there, the ga- 
zelle or the kangaroo alone cfcape, by fwiftnefs and light bounds. 

Thrace, Hungary, France, Spain, Italy now, and Greece were 
gone, divided among thefe nations of new names, new manners, new 
ideas. A revolution was about to take place in men's minds, as well 
as in their government. Oriental cuftoms had, fmce removal of the 
royal refidence to Conftantinople, infeAed the fouthern parts of Eu- 
rope, but now the Septentrionifts came forward, and brought with 
them -other notions. A foldier and a freeman with them were f^^noni- 
mous ; and none were counted bafe but fucTi as were inadtive. Wo- 
men too had privileges not dreamed on in the eaft, where ibme princes, 
paffionately addifted to the fex, began to take up thefe opinions, and 
rclea{e their female flaves from confinement. Cabades, who ruled in 
Perfia, was of this mind : pleafed with the refpeft paid to their domef- 
tick companions by the Germans, he gave more open licence to the 
ladles> and by that innovation, irritated fuch of his fubjcds as were 
attached to the old way ; till rebellion became the natural effect, and 
Cabades was dethroned. Imprifonment of courfe followed degrada- 
tion, but one of his women, who had early profited by thefe new re- 
gulations, made herlelf an objed: interefting to the gaoler, w^ho could 
refufe nothing to fueh a folicitrefs, and by her arts gained freedom for 
her indulgent fovereign. Dreadful was the revenge he took on all 
concerned, nor was his fury likely to fpare Anaftafius, ill furnamed 
Decorus, then emperor of the eaft, late chamberlain, now confort to 
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hallv a.n(l unfeeling Ariadne, who having buried one huflband alive, 
cxpoj'cd his fuccciror to Cabades' reientment, by perfuading him to 
rel'iJc money requcfted by that prince, for purpoic of reducing his 
tumultuous fubjecls to obedience. Tliis he effe<5led foon, without 
iiclp from Conftantinople, towards which he advanced, attacking the 
icrong fortrefs of Tzundadaer, where much treafure was depofited ; 
and 'tis, for ought I have kamcd, on //zij occafion that we are firft in- 
troduced to the acquaintance of daemons and fpirits — ^poetical ma- 
chinery ! which has fuccecded in a certain manner to the heatlica 
deities, in modern epick and dramatick tales : and which now with^a- 
rious devices, and under innumerable forms, dragons cfpcciaWy, guarded 
the magick caltle againll Cabades. That king unable to find out, he 
iliid, or Pcrfian foothfayer, or Jewilh rabbi, capable of breaking thcfe 
charms, and binding thefe aerial .combatants ; had at length rccouric 
to fome Chrillian biihop, who by prayer put his army into immediate 
jpoffeffion of the fort; on which, converted fuddcnly of courfe, he 
turned away his thoughts from hurting the p rofeflbrs of that religion 
lie had now adopted. Thus in thefe gloomy days did mifty fuperfti- 
jtion magnify each objeft, and caft a halo round each trifling or com- 
mon occurrence, till our once pure and fimple worfhip dimmed^ 
jthough enlarged to eyes of common obfervers, ieemed as if ^fliiming 
iantaftick fliapcs, which frighted many^ and confounded more. 

The ftandard and criterion of our faith, GoJ's holy word, was funk 
or loft : difregarded quite, and more than half abforbed in dull though 
wild traditionary talcs, while fierce opinions battled in the dark. In 
vain the virtuous Pope employed his powers, relieved the bifliops 
tanifhed to Sardinia, and fct up alms-houfes the firft upon record. 
TJie Emperor himfelf was a fanaticki and accufcd //i/» of leaning to* 
wArd the Manichiean herefy. The Manichseans all were driven away, 
no matter : Anaftafms's warm head could not be quiet. He wanted 
Tribulation, a charadcr in Ben Jonibn*s comedy^ to cry out, I do 
command thee, fpirit of zeal but trouble, to peace within him. Like 
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Ananias in the fame play — he would not "peace. The people looked 
on images with too much veneration ; the Emperor tore them down/ 
but not content, he caufed a painter to make reprefentation of mon- 
fters, which he cxpofed for adoration. Will the fools worfhip thefe P 
cried he : the people were offended, not unjuftly ; feditions were .ex- 
cited, which he coutd with difEculty qiiell. He had not yet enough* 
To the fublimc Trifagion — ^Holy ! holy ! holy Lord God of Sabaoth> 
xh^fanSlusDeus ! fanSiusfortts ! fan6iuset Immortalis miferere nqftris, was 
added, upon feeling fome fliocks of an earthquake under the reign of 
the younger Theodofius, and had been annexed to the litany ever 
fmce ; but while 'twas finging, Anaftafius in his fervour againft 
Arianifm exclaimed aloud, Qui propter nos crucifixus eji — words which- 
drew on him the appellation of patripaffian. The uproar was dif- 
graceful, the infurred:ion dangerous, and feeing the Emperor not long 
after this ftruck dead by. lightning in a public place, many were con- 
firmed in their ill opinion, although when firft invefted with the ' 
purple, reign as you have lived was all the cry. So exemplary had been 
for years the charader of this too bufy and reftlefs prince. 

But nothing then was cared for fcarcely, except what it was ftridly 
impoilible for man. to comprehend* Homooufians and Scmi-Arians, 
Sabellians and Trithcifts filled the mouths of all, though the minds of - 
few if any were capable of fplitting fuch differences, and explaining 
fuch unrevealed niceties. ^Language, when at its beft perfection, fmks - 
under the difficulty of difcriminating fubtleties that efcape its greateft 
vigilance : and language now was fuperannuated, and unable to follow 
mctaphyfical arguments through all their labyrinths of perplexed en- 
quiry ; yet nothing elfe employed men's minds, or was thought worthy. 
of their notice, while 

Faith, gofpel, all feem'd made to be difputed, 
And none were wife enough to be confuted. 

'Twas in this reign, J think, we read that St. Matthew's Gofpel was 
found hid in the fcpulchre- of good St. Barnabus, held in his hand, fays 
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one writer ; lying on his bofom, fays another. Ill underftood devotion 
v^cnt fo far, that many people prevailed upon furviving friends to bury- 
in their tombs with them the bleflcd facrament — and all that was not 
w^ar was piety. But while compaffion of fuch error fills a modern 
reader's breaft, difguft rankled in that of Proclus, who faw in living 
truth the follies we only view in RetroJpeSlmis glafs. Proclus feems 
to have been an ejpritfort of the fixth century, who colleded the fun's 
rays into a focus, and appeared, by his promife of fecuring the Empc- 
ror!s perfon from thunderbolts, to have fome notion of a conducting 
rod. His projecfl failed however ; Anallaiius, who had always ex- 
prefTcJ his apprehenfion that fuch would be his end, fell down lifelefs 
during a great ilorm. The populace looked on Proclus w^ith averfion, 
and he on their credulity with contempt. Meanwhile Severus the 
Eutychian bilhop of Antioch, fending fome miflionaries to gain over 
Alamandurus to their newly-broached tenet of a quaternity, he told them 
there was news which claimed their more immediate attention, for 
that St. Michael the archangel was dead. Being replied to, that fuch 
news was nonfenfc, bccaufe angelic nature cannot die; — nor can God 
Almighty, rejoined the ready controvertift ; and if Chrift was pure 
deity, as you fay he was, and not made man, he could not have been 
crucified for us. Severus was condemned to lofe his tongue by a grand 
council held at Illcrgetum, foon from its firft name corrupted to 11- 
lerda, and thence to Leriiia, by which appellation 'tis at this day fa- 
miliar to us all. Chichcfter and Abingdon were built about this time 
bv Cilia king of the South Saxons, and Cambridge founded long after, 
and enlarged by Sigcbert ; but Camden ex Caio I believe, fays it may 
boaft an earlier origin, even from Cantaher a Spaniard, born three 
hundred and feventy-fue years before Chrift. It is obfervable A/^namc. 
is yet unwittingly tranfmittcd down from generation to generation ; 
young ftudents of that univerfity arc in colloquial chat ftill called Can^ 
tabs. Shoreham is fcarcc lefs ancient, the work of a Britilh chieftain 
Khrynnen Shore, perhaps Brennin Shojc, meaning King George. I 
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recoiled George 11. prayed for in Welch churches by name of Bren- 
nin Sh&rt pcrfeftly well, though now they leave it off, the Englifli 
name being underftood in moft congregations. But Cherdickc con- 
folidated many counties under his wide domain, Wilts, Hants, Berks, 
Devonshire, Dorfetihire and Cornwall, bcfide Somerletfhire, all which 
together formed the kingdom of Weft Saxons ; whilft the halfr fabu- 
lous records of our half-known hiftory delight in ftories of the fair 
Igrene, and Merlin the magician, who flicwed her in a (hadow that he 
raiied, the figure of her future hufband. This might perhaps give the 
original rife to the trick of ladies looking in a darkened room to fee 
the deftined lover in a glafs. I know not whether yet the Britifh or 
Pidifti poem was compofed called Gododeii^ which celebrates the day 
when the merry men, whofe drink was mead, hurried to Cattraeth. 
The adventure recorded was at beginning of the fixth century : they 
had three hundred and fixty-five horn cups, one for every day of the 
year, and ev^ry cup had a chain of gold to the cover. '^ Fetch the 
*^ drinking horns," they cry, " which are glofly Hke a wave of the feat 
*' our Llewellyn is like a dragon in fight." Thefc dragons^ Warton 
thinks, came from Armorica, propagated there by Arabs ; he fays that 
we had no allufion to dragons till after we were conneAed with the 
caft. Fairies came in at the fame time, but they profpered beft in 
Ireland : there is a trad there called O'Ferrt Land, or Fairy Land, at 
this day. The Arabians faying how fairies built the city of Efthekar 
is curious : that the famed Periepolis, burned by Alexander at inftiga- 
tion of Thais, fliould be rebuilt by fairies, ftrikes one as fingular 
enough. The Elfiji queen Morgain le Fay, who held her chief court 
<at Meffina, exhibiting from time to time the favourite vifion called 
after her Fata Morgana ftill, and fb fweetly dcfcribed by Father An- 
gelucci 1643, prcferved Prince Arthur too on ibme occafion. Sec 
learned notes on Upton's Fairy Queen. Meantime the death of honeft 
lavage Clovis divided once united France again, ' among four Ions and 
a daughter named Clotildc. She being wife to Amalaricus, leader of 
Vol. L U - the 
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the Vlfigaths, had the rich province of Z/^^«^o^, poflibly Lmtgue der 
Got, afiigncJ her as her portion ; and fixing her refidence at tamed 
Thouloufc, proved a fufpcnfion of the loi faliqUe. But this flicws 
France to have enjoyed even then a form of cftabliftied government^ 
under their Merovingian race of kings ; and 'ti;s obfcrvablc thcjirji has 
been the favourite name of Gallic ibvereigns through thirteen cen- 
turies, Louis being different in nothing but mere pronunciation. Llovis- 
is the word, whether the U or V be upright or not ; and the original 
manner of pronouncing double LI being difficult to Engliftimen, they 
write Clovjs as they write Cluid : the vale of Lhvyd is the way we 
natives fpell, and it occurs cafily to a Welfli reader that the French, 
monarchy began and ended juft as the Roman empire did, with the 
Jame name. Clovis I. during his extreme long reign, on many occa- 
fions interefts one's heart : his odd fcom of St. Martin's miracle, who 
for a fum of .money moved the enchanted ftecd, which he faw plainly 
•Was a trick to- plunder him, with his docility toward thofe very priefls 
who were apparently parties in the impofture, fuggefted by what he 
deemed indifpeniable reverence for the rehgion they profeffed, engages 
one's tendernefs : and 'tis with grief we read of thofe excefles per- 
mitted and praALfed during a life of fourfcore years and more, which 
ended at Paris, firft by him fettled into the metropolitan city of that 
great ena^pire. His bones remain there ftill, under the ncver-finifhed 
church dedicated to la Sahite Genevieve, and lately profaned byinfi-* 
dels unworthy fuch a king as Clovis ; falfe reafoners, who in ccdd: 
blood rejeft that bleft Redeemer, whofe bitter agonies endured for us, 
roufed on firft hearing of them his lion fpirit to cry out, *' Had I been^ 
" near Mount Calvary that day, with but five hundred of my trufly 
" Franks^ I would have foon revenged fuch fufferings, and taught thofc 
" rafcals to repent their craelty." Barbarian virtues are however of fmall 
value, like wooden cuts, prized for their rarenefs and antiquity alone ;. 
they fail in all the finer ftrokcs of courfe, and leave the work impcrfedl. 
Tirabofchi obferves well^ that barbarous eloquence is never ckar^ plain> 
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or perfpicuous ; 'tis the moft poliihcd nation that excels in pure in-' 
artificial brilliancy of language. The excellency of glafs, on this fame 
principle, is to be tranfparent ; thofe who flourifli it, and wrinkle it, 
and draw roles on it, are doing fomething very pretty certainly, but 
fhey arc fpoiling the glafs. Rude Thepdoric knew not how to write, 
yet was he brave, honeft, and provident by nature ; honourable too, 
and magnificent by ftarts. He fupplied Rome with com, he conveyed 
water to Ravenna ; and when a catholick courtier, in hopes of prefd r- 
ment, fuddenly profefled himfelf willing to renounce his belief in 
Ghrift's divinity and to turn Arian, becaufc that'was the perfuaiion of 
the Prince, the generous though brutal Goth fpit in his face, faying^ 
that a man who was falfe to his God would never be true to his king.. 
Yet Clovis we know deluged his land .with blood ; Theodoric fufFered 
Odoacer to be ftabbed treacheroufly at a banquet ; and afterwards took 
deliberately away that precious life which animated the purcft heart, 
the wifeft head, perhaps the compleateft charadler that can be found,^ 
if we except St. Gregory the Great, between the firft Theodofius and 
Alfred. By death of Boethius was dimmed the bright fiaiAe of ge- 
nuine patriotifm, of orthodox belief, of claffic elegance, and true phi- 
lofophy. Learning, her laft clear light obfcuted by interpofing clouds^ 
of black fufpicion, hung round the va^lts^ of Symmachus and his gi^gat 
fon- in-law, conglobcd and red — a meteor, not a ftar, lowering and 
raylefs. 

But Juftin's reign attrafts our RetroJ^eSlton to the eaft, detaining it a 
moment by his cunning in ufe of money given him by Amantius for pur« - 
pofcs of chufing another perfon,who, together with his ill-advifed friendv 
were foon fecured and filcnced, and Juftin fixed in the imperial feat. 
Under this Emperor the General Belilarius began his great career, and 
manifefted his fiiturc claim to laurels, which at length by too luxuriant 
gh)wth fhadcd his merits from favour of Juftinian, nephew and'focceiTon 
tothc laft-mentioned' ignorant though artful creature, bcfffcmemttefcd 
hy his felfeftood and fondheli for the purple, which he graipcd clofely 
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crcn in artlculo mortis. The Circus to which the new fbvcreign was 
earricd in triumph at his firft accefiion, proved, though he reigned 
near forty years, I think, a perpetual plague to him and ta his fucceffors^ 
with their blue and green fadions fupporting one fet of chariot-driicers 
againft another fet, who quarreled; fought, mutinied even in pre(encc 
of a defpotic king that might, for all that has appeared' to us, have 
crufhed them in a moment. Thefe chariot-drivers fiicceeded to the 
gladiators, and I believe had fi)mewhat of a deeper meaning than one. 
\& now aware of: contention poflSrbly between the land and fea, or. 
perhaps ftudents in alchemy might find out the alluiion; commoa 
Ibnfe can but revolt againft their fadious folly. But grave Juftinian,. 
pious and orthodc« (for many years at leaft;,. was cafily overpowercA 
by pantomime and Ihow : he married ^Jille d' opera, as we (hould calh 
her now, the fafcinating Theodora; raifed her to the rank and to^ 
more than ufual privileges of emprefs, which flie ufed as many a bella 
luffa would have ufed them, proteding her own worthlels friends 
from juftice, her favourites from detedion^ Witnefs her partiality: 
ihewn to the unworthy wife of gallant Belifarius, who drove the Sy- 
rians before him, brought Perfia once more under controul of Con- 
^ntinople, and performed prodigies of valour with his fingle arm,. 
The Goths began to fear, the Vandals to feel his fury ; every battle 
now produced a vicfkory,, and every vidory paved the way to ufeful 
conquei):,.and hope of re-eftablifhing a folid lafting empire. While 
the fovercign, attentive to- propriety at home, thought proper to crulh 
what .was left of Pag^nifm by abolifhing the publick fchools for fo*^ 
phifls, and what was called heathen philofophy ; he punifhed the vo*» 
luptuous clergy, whofe vile conduA. brought a diigrace upon, ot^ won 
religion^ witli unrelentlefs ftemnefs;, converted the publick ftews into aa 
hofpital for peni^uts, a Magdalen like ours, and fubfcribed 180,oooL 
prefent currency out of his own privy purfe for the rebuilding of An^ 
tioch, nearly overthrown by an earthquake ; beiides ereding pious 
£ibxicks without end^ and with a. degree oi magnificence furpalEng 
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all example. One million ftcrling was funk in the vaft edifice dcd?- 
cated to Santa Sophia, the facred wifdom of God. Nor was com- 
mercial intereft negleded ; Juftinian eftablilhed trade with the eaft 
for (ilk, till then a rarity, even in the feat of univcrfal empire. He 
did too what is not lefs worth recording, as it has more reference to 
prefent timies — he inftituted the method of fwearing which we now 
ufe in England on folemn occafions, by taking the four Gofpels, qua 
in manihus teneo, into both our hands, and making on them a fteady 
aflcveration before fome lawful magiftrate. 'Tis faid too, that when 
this ordonnance was efFeduated, the Emperor obfcrved it never woulJ' 
be abolilhed in the Chriftian world, for, added he, if this regulation 
is once broken in upon, confufion will neceflarily enfue. As this great 
legiflator was furnamed Fraiiclais, it is particularly to be prefumcd- 
that he introduced the cuftqm there whence we have fcen it publickly 
driven away in the year 1 793, and we have fcen confufion follow after. 
Mundus meantime, another fuccefsful general in the eventful period 
we review, conquerM the coafls of Tunis and Tripoli, left ill defended 
by thole loathfome Vandals, who had ravaged the northern provinces 
of Africa with harpy-footed fury : and penetrating further into the de- 
folated diftrid:, once more fubdued it to the gentle dominion of Con* 
ftantinople, and its fapient fovereign. Dalmatia next flew for protec-^^ 
tion to the lame ftrong Heady hand, who after extirpating the remains 
&f vandalifm, triumphed in that country whither Dioclelian had re- 
tired two hundred and thirty years before, but which had been long^ 
loft to the Roman empire, till this new leader of their adive armies 
(who with the celerity of thought itfelf traverlcd the globe) reftored it 
to fuch peace as poverty can give ; and having defeated the Bulgariang 
in Thrace, and having drawn his troops fouthward once again,^ died 
bravely under the walls of Salona. His death relieved the anxiety of - 
multitudes, who witneffing fuch new and interefting changes in the 
torn lyftem of mundane affairs, failed not tp recoiled the Sybil's word^^ 
who faid, that when Afric IhoukLrecover Mundus Ihould end ; a fen- 
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tencc they explained by fuppofing that this whole fublunary world, 
Mundus's — fuddcn conflagration muft neceflarily follow the expulfion 
cf fuch invading powers in Africa, and its recovery from their galling 
yoke, with a confolatory reftoration of thofe once fruitful territories to 
, t/ielr dominion, w^ho were confidered as rightful poflcflbrs and lords of 
the whole earth — the emperors of Rome. A narrow notion ! Could 
we confide in oracles, *twcrc wifer to think the word recovery implied 
,3. (liaking off of that hereditary opprcflion by which the bliack inhabi- 
tants of one continent have fo long been held as flaves to their lighter- 
coloured brethren in the three other quarters of our earth. In that 
fenfc Africa may he recovering whilft I write, and Mundus daily docs 
give figns of his approaching diflblution to all fuch as have not their 
perceptions fwallowcd up in appropriate diftrcfs, or general aftonifli- 
ment. But the grammarians Fcftus and Prifcian, claim a refrojpeftive 
glance ; Cappadox too, with his infidel affociate Trcbonianus, who af- 
.fifted in forming the celebrated code of Juftinian, fuffice to prove that 
jcarning, as Ihc fet weftward behind the mountains, dropt not down 
'all at once, below our fad horizon, but left a twilight mild at ils com- 
mencement, ufeful certainly, when Dionyfius made this reign remark- 
able for wife difmiffion of all former chronology, and for the fixing a 
true Chriftian asra, dating in future all events from his appearance in 
the flcfli, by v\liom, according to divine appointment all things were 
made. Is it in this place worth our while to obferve, that the word 
Dhuy/ius means, Dios, God — Niifos^ Rcftorcr of Mankind in Noah. The 
man who pcrfuadcd Juftinian to adopt a new mode of counting time, 
was known by name of Dionyfius the Lefs ; he was a Roman ahatc^ 
One might indeed wonder why Pagans called any man Dionyfius, 
but wc fee Chriftians daily calling men Emanuel and Salvador; 
though one means God irhfi us, and the other Saviour ; and perhaps 
it may be more to our purpofc to obferve that this oera, now kept facred 
for 1 20o years, a period marked by Pagans and by Chriftians, was only 
broken in upon by modern arrogance in 1 7<J4. Thcodoric, a far mort 
tendcr-hQarted barbarian than llobclpicrre, received it willingly; and 
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kfs attached. than formerly to Arianlfm, felt fuch compundlion for the 
death of Syriimachus, by him unjuftly doomed to fuffer torture, only 
for having bewailed the ill fate of his accomplillied fon-in-law Boc- 
thiu3, that his ftrong northern nerves never recovered their due tone 
again ; but flrange thick-coming fancies robbed him of food and reft. 
After fome weeks of dreadful perturbation, the Gothick fovereign 
ftarting fuddcnly from table, protefted that he faw and recognized, in- 
a large fifli fervcd pp at fuppcr-time, the features of unhappy Sym- 
machus ; whofe innocent, and even praife- worthy condudl, feemcd in 
the pale bones of that dead animal to ftare on him with looks of fad- 
nefs and reproach for the unfeeling hafte he was condemned with. 
-From that hour remorfeful Theodoric eat no more ; his death, pre- 
ceded by imaginative terrors, grew even to himfclf defirable, and* 
Araalefbntha fwayed the fceptre during the childhood of her fon ; for 
whom (he, as fole parent, fought a literary education, providing tutors 
«nd inftrud:ors from all nations, language mafters in particular, adding 
her own example, which Ihc enforced by a ftyle of command that fhc 
cxpeAed not to fee or hear difputed. Gifted with a variety of en- 
dowments, this lady'» awful carriage claimed refped; from her young 
pupil, as poflefling in her own perfon tliofe talents Ihe wifhed his heart 
to figh for; and fifter to Tl^eodoric, her Scythian blood befto\ved on 
her but little flexibility of mind, or difpofition to procure by influence, . 
what herftation gave her right to enforce by authority. Pulling her 
knot too tight however, the cord broke ; for Athalaricus at eleven years 
old ftept forward,, and complained tp his Gothick nobles at a fcaft,. 
that his mother had that day diftionoured ' him, their lawful fo-- 
vereign, by a blow: a blow to me! exclaimed the fturdy prince, and> 
from the* hand of a woman ! His chieftains praifed the premature- 
boldnefs> and the boy obtained inftant emancipation; Tutors mean- 
time fetched in from fofter climates and of more fupple tempers than 
the regent, foon faw the way to hinder their difmiffion.- They then 
began to teach their royal pupil IciTons Icfs difficult, and more attradive ; 
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exciting and fupplying his precocity with pleafures fatal to virtue, and 
ruin^ous to health. 

Amalefontha firft indignantly withdrew, and wedding lier firft cou- 
fin Thcodatus, was with him crowned queen to the king of Italy. In 
two years Ihe returned, and being once arrived at Ravenna, put her 
fon's vrle preceptors all to death : revenge was gratified, but nothing 
more ; young Athalaricus, debilitated by early debauchery, knew little 
of what was going forward ; his powers of mind and body all were 
weakened, and a confumption, *fpite of his mother's care, deftroyed 
him in fix months after Ihe came back. The lady tore her hair with 
grief and rage, but Theodatus liking not an aiTociate of flich fpirit, 
tricked her into an ifland of the Lago Bolfcna, ftranglcd her there with 
his own hands, and threw her into the water ; not without difficulty, 
-and ill-applied violence ; fo rough and vigorous was her refiftance. Juf- 
^inian took his time ; invincible Belifarius, after conquering in every 
other corner of the world by his own valour, was made mafter of Ra- 
venna by the Gothick diflentions. Spain, Sicily, and Sardinia owned 
his power ; and Gili'mer, the Vandal, who had deluged whole provinces 
with blood, being dragged in chains to Conftantinople, declared be- 
fore the throne there, that all^vas vanity.* The vidorious warrior 
-next attacked Theodatus, whofe feeble and ill- managed oppofition 
haftencd his own end : he fell at laft in flight, not battle, and his un- 
manly cries rendered his death dcfpicablc, whofe life had been mean 
and treacherous : but Vitigcs, who forcibly married Amaleibntha s 
daughter, kept up in her right for fome years longer the fhow of Go- 
thick kings in Italy. This year, or'about that time, was Paulinus con- 
ful at Rome, and he was the laft. The eaftem empire chofe confuls 
for ten or fifteen years afterwards, and then that dignity and the name 
of it, Imrncd qu}t€ out. Vandalifm, completely driven from Numidia, 
where they had forced the people even to eat each other, and whese 

* Vanitas vanitatum ! excUumed the captive— rt omnia vanitas^ 

the 
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the conqueft of Belifarius ovcr^that fwarm of locufts left only a fort of 
defolatc tranquillity, removed back to Europe, where they caft lots for 
diftrids not only in Spain, as Idatius tells, who was eye-witnefs of their 
cruelties in that country, but in the north too. They cluftered in 
large bodies along the banks of the fFhite River, Albis, the Elb€, and 
beyond there among the Pruzzi or Borruffi : there is a province called 
Vandal Pruffia yet ; while many Lombards fixed at Mccklenburgh> 
and many were fpread over the Venetian terra firma. , The laft ir- 
ruption of a new Ihoal was under Totila, and Mr. Gibbon does not 
wait for his arrival and failure, to pronounce Rome freed from her 
runick tyrants, and rcpoling all confidence in the popes alone. This, 
now more than ever, interefting epocha, he calculates to have happened 
upon the 10th day of December, 536, when a ftrange mixture of 
Chriftian and Pagan rejoicings feem to have taken place, if we believe 
that the old lupercal was not even then aboliflied, and that the favage 
gaieties of fuch a fcftival were going forwards even upon Chriftmas day 
itfelf ; all this under the reign of a moft pious emperor, and under the 
aufpices of a general famous for Icrupulous orthodoxy. That it was 
really in the year 536 the change was made, appears, fays our hifl:orian, 
not only from Procopius, whofc authority, the text having been cor- 
rupted, is of fmall value ; but from the feries of events. The month 
December is afcertained, it feems by Evagrius ; and that Belifarius en- 
tered the town upon the Jhorteji day is admitted upon the evidence of 
Nicephorus Calixtus, 1 believe, a Greek hiftorian of the fourteenth cen- 
tury. I have mjfclf Icen a remark fomewhere how St. Peters do- 
minion began when the fun was in the fign pifces, alluding to his em- 
ployment as aj^i^rman ; but that fets it very little later. Jcfiis is re- 
prefcnted with a j^/ in the cathedral church of Ravenna ; with an 
anchor on fome gems at Capodi Monte ; and the madonna At\ pe/ce V5 
a favourite pifture of Raphael. A fubterranean temple difcovcred lately 
in England led people to recoiled; tjacfe occurrences ; all its ornaments 
^^^fij^i but the Chriftian monogram proves it to have been no Pagan 
Voc. I. X place 
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place of worfhip, T/iey never admitted our infignia into their temples, 
but the Baiilides held that it was not evil to fufFcr heathen fymbols in 
a Chriftian church. We are of their minds ftill as it appears, or fculp- 
tors would not be encouraged to let up Hercules and Minerva in Wcft- 
minfter Abbey. Meanwhile St. Peter's profeffion as d^fjher, and his 
command from our Saviour to Jijh for men, naturally ftruck his at-* 
tentive followers ; and that the laft words of the feventeenth chapter 
in the Greek Teftament fliould be analogous both to the Apoftle's em- 
ployment, and' to his Mailer's name, produced this pretty epigram ^ 
printed in Walton's Angler. 

Unicus eft medicus reliquorum Pifcis ct iftis 

Fas qutbus eft medicura tangere certa falusi 

Hie typus eft Salvatoris mirandus Jcfu 

Litera myfteriutn qpxiibet hujus habet, 

Hunc cupio, hunc capias bon frater arundinis Ix^iv 

Solveret hie pro me debita teque Deo. 
Pifcis is eft, et pifcator mihi credite qualem 

Vel piftatorcw pifcis amare velit. 

IXeTS, Ftfcisi 

1. I»j(r4r? .•...• Jefus 

X. Xpirk Chriftus 

0. ©£« , • Dei 

T. 'Tiof \ ., Filias 

2. ZcJl^f Salvator; 

But we are engaged in a reviewal of the fixth century; and if the' 
papal power really did commence when Echard and when Gibbon fay 
it did, fmall calculation will fufEce to (lie w when it miift end. 1260 
years fpecified by the prophet Daniel, and appropriated again by St. 
John, may be eafily added to 536 

1260 they will make up the year 

in which I am endeavouring, 17gO, to form a fiimmary of events 

for purpofc of RetroJpeSilon* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

FROM THE EXPULSION OF THE GOTHICK KINGS BY 
BELISARUS TO A. D. 6oo. 

WE muft now, fixing our glals on the old metropolis, obferve rough 
Boniface, a Roman pope, ftruggling, in fpite of new regulations, 
to appoint as his lucceiTor in the chair VigiUusj'who was however obliged 
to wait the death of three predeceflbrs ; the laft of whom, Silverius, 
was baniihed and even ftarved to death, in confequence of having dif- 
-obliged Theodora, by refufmg to revoke the fcntence of herefy pro- 
nounced againft Anthimus her favourite bilhop. When he, Silverius, 
was thus difpofed of, Vigilius bought the fee, paying for it two hun- 
dred pounds weight of gold to the fair Emprefs, whole paraiites and 
pandars fpent it amtong them, while the new Primate ufcd his ili-got- 
ten power with zeal and diligence, denying however to reftore Anthi- 
mus, though he had bought die fee on that condition. He was the 
firfl pope who commanded prayer to be made, and altars ere.dled to- 
wards the eafl ; but morals were run down fo very low, that it was 
necefTary for a council, held at Macon in thofe days, to decree tjiat 
bifhops fhould not keep great dogs to worry beggars, nor fee their fer- 
vants kick the poor about for Chriflmas fports and gambols. Yet fuch 
at the fame time was the fpirit of pious enthufiafm, that many bifhops 
held a confultation, whether they might or might not, without offence 
to God and fociety, pull a madman forcibly down, who would fland 
upon a pillar night and day, near Treves in Germany, to imitate Si- 
meon Stylites ; although fuch was the fevcrity of that winter^ that 
fuch a refolution mufl foon end in death. They got him away how- 

X 2 ever. 
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ever, and put him in a monaftery, much to his own difquiet and that 
of the people who delighted in fuch exhibitions of fandity, andccafed 
not to lament our inclement feafons, which hindered people from per- 
forming penances fuch as oriental zeal inflided on its votaries, and 
eaftern chmes more eafily permitted. Fakirs and Bonzees are at this 
day trying to obtain future happinefs by voluntary and felf-impofed 
wretchednefs in India ; and I think 'tis Anfon's Voyages which tdl us 
how pious women at Peru, iii his day, dragged heavy croflcs up and 
down the ftreet, and wore a waiftcoat quilted with thorns within, to 
keep their anguifli alwap alive ; fo favourable arc hot climates to a 
fpirit of deviation concerning fenual pleafurcs and fenfual punifhments. 
The women, in order to mortify themfelves, fought for deformities 
which heaven had denied them, and to become loathfome, by never 
having wafhed or combed, was confidered as a claim on Paradil'e. See 
the ftory of St. Mary the Egyptian, and many more. Such things arc 
now 7iearly gone out of Europe, although I have myfelf feen ladies 
perform odd penances enough at Naples and at Mantua ; and Jane 
Rogers, of Cumberland, was well known in the eighteenth century, for 
wandering about the north, in confequence of a religious vow; fhe 
knitted every part of her own ftrange clothing upon two- wooden pins : 
the wool Ihe gathered, carded herfelf, and fpun. She accepted no alms 
except of food and tobacco, never touched money for fourteen years,, 
nor ever flcpt in a place Ihe paid for ; but carried her whole poffef- 
fions at her back, in a large bag, which was fo neccffary to her exift- 
ence, and to her comfort as it fliould feem, that when flie had nothing 
elfe to carry, flic filled the bag with fand. But private memoirs are 
valuable, chiefly as they evince the ftatc of publick manners ; and what 
has been mentioned of the popes in this chapter, militates againfl: the 
notion which clofed our lafl: ; becaufe we find that although Romc^ 
now no longer the metropolis of a vaft empire, was dwindled down 
into a mere bifliop's fee, Jufl:inian's fupremacy was no lefs acknow- 
ledged ; on the contrary^ it was fubmitted to with blind acquiefccnce, 

both 
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both by the pontiff who protedled Rome, and by the patriarch who 
had the care of ecclefiaftical matters at Conftantinople, and who, by 
the Ertiperor's command, accepted the fecond place after St. Peter's 
iiicccffor. The fovercign however growing old, and his head weakened 
by perpetual pondering upon incomprehenfible fpcculations, began to 
think Ghrift's human nature a mere phantom, and that he never had 
cat and drank in reality. This herefy was called that of theDocetes, 
to which were likewife joined the Monothelites, who faid that Jefu? 
had but one will as God, and no ideas as man. To thefe fancies the 
Metropolitcin refufing his aflent, Juflinian depofcd and banilhed him 
without confulting pope or patriarch, and worfe than all, growing 
jealous of thofe acclamations that rcfounded wherever Belifarius turned ' 
Lis fteps, and wholly governed by Theodora, who loved the general's 
wife, not him ; he, after all his fervices, exiled that loyal unrelifting 
chief, content to end his days in fuch obfcurity, that nunibcrlefs fables 
were fabricated concerning the manner in which he Ipent his time. 
The ftrange notion however of his begging at the gates of Rome, .is 
now coniidered by fcholars as a mere fiftion, ennobled by the rough 
fublimity of Salvator Rofa's pencil; enriched by the glowing colours 
of Vandyke ; and rendered with an exadnefs worthy truth alone, by 
the minute nicety of VanderwerfF. But Clothairc, in thefe days fole 
king of France, ^fter fubduing Cranmufe, his haughty rival, burned 
him to death in the poor peafant's houfe, whither he run for refuge, ^ 
with his protecting friends ; and having committed many other ex- 
cefles, particularly the forcible feizure of a beautiful lady, wife to Gau- 
tier des Iveteaux, was fuddenly ftruck with remorfe, and of his own 
accord, made the lands of that nobleman, who died of grief, an inde- 
pendent flatc beftowed upon his fon, whofc family have enjoyed it 
ever fince. There were princes de Bel Jay, the name of that territory 
in the feventecnth century ; and a Monficur des Yveteaux flouriflied 
as a French wit in time of Louis XIV. A. general famine that 
aflrlglited all oiw continent liawever, lays cl<^cr claim upon out retro-- 

JpeSirve 
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Jpe&ive eye : it was fbon followed by aunivcrfal plague, a new volcano 
opened near the Rhone, and terrified the confcienccof Clothaire, while 
Totilas the Oftrogoth, fought to fubdue Rome by dint of ftarving out 
the few inhabitants, and would have fucceeded, had not her aftive bifliop 
Vigilius, gone himfelf to fcek for corn to Conftantinople. He died on his 
way home, if I remember, not without ftrong fuipicions of being poi- 
foned. A comet too marked thefe tremendous times, and that was fol- 
lowed by an unufual palenefs of the fim. But a ftill ftranger meteor 
than the comet, palls for our admiration. Not the wild northern con- 
queror, who feemcd an tgnls-fatuus alone, compared to his great prede- 
ceflbr Attila, whom he profefled to make the model of his conduft, in 
attacking that venerable city, which now nearly deferted, was like to 
fall an eafy prey to every furious fo6 ; but a new character in life and 
hiftory. Narfes, the far-famed eunuch of the eaft, by birth a Perftan, 
'by profeflion a courtier, bred literally to the loom and diftaff, when 
in the female apartments of the palace, he had during his early youth 
iield fuch of the fer\'ilc and fubaltern offices, as had been appointed 
him by bed-chamber women and pages, little cognizant of the latent 
warrior they were commanding. He meantime, at leifurc moments 
from his work, ftudied the art of war with fuch fuccefe, that he at 
length obtained, from influence of ladies in the train of Theodora, 
permiffion to attend in the new regiments levied forpurpofe of driving 
the Oftrogoths from Italy. Once fettled in the army, Belifarius, who 
faw and owned his merit, gave him command and power : which 
poflefled, Totilas, and Tcias who fucceeded him when killed, fbon funk 
before the rcfiftlefs courage of Narfes, whofe high prowefs and vic- 
torious deeds amazed mankind ; and tried at leaft to teach them, that 
foul, not body, conftitutes the hero. Some Franks oppofed, pretend- 
ing to defpife him ; but all oppofition to fuch gallantry was vain, and 
all contempt ill-founded. About that time or iboner 'twas, that an 
internal cancer confequent on her ill life, conlumed the vitals of once 
beautiful and lively Theodora ; who mingled virtue with her (jbiame- 

le& 
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left vices, hadfhown fortitude on fome occafions, fidelity on others, 
while grave Juftinian, having outlived friends and enemies, and em- 
prefs, expired with no diflurbances at all, except thofe which the un- 
fiithomable and fruitlefs refearches of the times afforded, and which 
thefe lines of Cowley fcem made on purpofc to controul, when he 
iays — 

In this wild ma^e let Vain endeavours end^ 

How can the lefs the greater comprehend ? 

Or finite reafon reach infinity ? 

Since who could fiithom God were more than He. 

Narfes meantime made proud pelagius pope, who was fuppofcd to 
have given poifon to his predecefror ; while Britain cultivated com- 
merce under Ida and iElla, and Guthrie thinks London was even 
then a place of much note for its riches. Carlifle's gaieties, led 
by Queen Guinever, were, as we know, the theme of future fong. 
That literature ran low among us* may be proved by the lafl- 
mentioned, author's ending his lifl of clafficks with Procopius, and 
leaving a jufl blank to venerable Bede. The monaflery and bifliopr 
rick of St, Afaph in Flintfhire, were however founded by Kenti* 
gem bifliop of Glasgow, who having placed it on the river Elwy 
was called Epifcopas FJvbenjis for a time ; but being recalled to Scot- 
land whence he came, refigned the fee to his difciple Afaph, from * 
whom it took its name. The tiny fpot called Icombkill this while, 
difpenfed from midft our ftormy Hebrides the northern lights of truth ; 
irradiating Scots, Picfts, and dwellers in thoie diftant regions, with 
corufcations emanating from true religion, and confecrating the 
feat of fcience ; wherC) in her hairy gown and mofly cell, flie taught 

* It fhould perhaps be mentioned here, that the great emperor Juftinian him- 
feif never learned to write. His fecretary cut the letters for him to fign, in foft 
wood ; then holding his mafter's hand, drew the inftrument where the place was cut, 
thus \^ Thefe, Jacques Augufte de Che vanes thinks, were the ton/a et rafa 

Uura. He takes all this from Procopius; 

and 
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and praftifed virtue — late rewarded by the pathetick praife of Samuel 
JohnfQn, when in the year 17 72 he vifited thofe remote iflands, and 
gave the heft account of them now extant. St. Colutnh was perhaps fo 
called from his devotion to the holy dove^ perhaps from his fpirit of ex^ 
ploratmi : ColumbkWl was ColumVs ciJl, or cell very poffibly, and fome- 
thing tells me I have heard as much. But Dr. Wallace, probably 
from Hedor Boethius, has informed us, that the Orkney and Shetland 
iflands were then occupied by tw^o old nations, Papl and Peti. The 
firft of thefe poflefled the more northern iflands, in the appellations 
of which the names are yet preferved : the lad inhabited the fouthem 
clufter, thefice called Terra Petorum; and the narrow fea dividing them 
from Scotland Fretum Petlaudicumy the Pi6i Land, or rather Petland 
Frith. Hence we believe that the young prince whom St. Columb 
converted, when he met him at the wild court of King Budasus, was 
chief of theie Peti\ and there are thofe who think (See Sibbald's In- 
troduftion to the Hiftory of ancient Scotland) that thefe are the fame 
Peti named by Herodotus, when he enumerates tht Thracian tribes 
that went with Xerxes into Greece. Btftones and Satra are certainly 
liicntioned by him. The Blftons and Saters are among the oldefl 
families in Shetland noWy fa)s Campbell in his Survey, written about 
the year ] 7O0,. as I remember. But if few learned men graced thefe 
dark days, Cedrenus contrives to amufe himfclf and his readers with 
ftorics of a learned dog, obfervable chiefly for this, that he played over 
in the fixth century the fame identical tricks that we ourfelves have 
feen performed feme forty years ago by tlic chlen ffavanty and fomc 
time after by an Englifli fpanicl. This is odder than the continued 
exiflence of the Bj/htis and Saters : but perhaps a dog can be taught 
only fuch tricks, or perhaps the fame ideas occur to the preceptors of 
dogs in every age ; fome narrownefs it certainly does prove, either in 
pupil or tutor. Gildas, furnamed the Wife, however, fliould not be 
forgotten ; nor fliould it pafs unnoticed, that about that time the 
fledded Polack, as our Shakefpearc calls him, began to feel the ani- 
mating 
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matipg principle ; and whilft one half of the city Pompeiopolis in _ 
Myfia was fwallowc^ up by earthquakes, Gnefna in Polonia ftarted up - 
dating its firft foundation from a neft of eagles found there as he wa$ 
hunting, by Lech us the Jcgiflator of the north : who took that bird 
for his imprefe in future,. and Poniatowfky painted it upon his coach 
fo late as the year 1761. The town deftroyed had formerly been 
dedicated to the fun, and was called SoU, till Pompey changed its 
name. 'Twas from an old infcription upon the cenotaph of Sarda- 
napalus found there, that his name has been consigned to infamy ever 
iincc. But Juftin II. claims a momentary attention, as both the blue 
and green factions united in their preference of him, the moft deferv- 
ing nephew of Juftinian : and in the days we tell of, it was chiefly the 
riotous partizans of different chariot-drivers in the arena, that difpofed 
of empires and difmembered ftates. Rome fecmed heiielf annihilated, 
but as the Pope Pelagius iupported in fome meafure his facerdotal dig- 
nity, he was the firft bilhop elevated to the papal chair fince great St. 
Leo, without requiring the Emperor s confent ; and the negledl was now 
more accidental than defigned, for the church had not yet as formally 
iliaken off the ftate's fuprcmacy^ Pelagius owed his feat and dignity to 
Narfe?, and was the firft Pope, as Gibbon tells, who required celibacy of 
his clergy : he bid the deacons and fub-deacons leave either their wives 
or their offices, and what deacon or fub- deacon was likely to hefitate 
in the choice ? His patron abhorred a married prieft, he faid, and thofe 
who were abhorred by Narfes lived not long. The new Emperof 
however, wholly fwayed by his young confort Sophia the Proud, had 
the impmdence, at her fuggeftions, to fend the gallant leader an in- 
fulting letter ; which the ill-advifed lady wrote herfelf, thinking it a 
high ftrain of loftinefs perhaps to bid him return and fpin with her 
maids in the palace, and not think of fetting himfelf up to rule the 
weft. In efFedl he was immediately fuperfeded, * and his place filled 
up by a vicegerent, with the flyle and title of Exarch, tht /event h form 
of government in Rome. This officer held his court at Ravenna; and 
Vol. I. . y ruled 
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ruled the ftatc after a new mode, which lafted on (Hominally at Icaft) 
till time of Charlemagne. But we muft follow the fortune of old 
Narfcs, who fent his thoughtlefs cwrefpondent word, that he would 
fpin her fuch a thread anon as (he aAd all her maids never fhould un* 
twift. To keep his word, he made immediate application to Alboih) 
a femi-barbarous prince, redding in Hungary, wheiie the rough natives 
had with horror viewed him to their polluted altar drag by force hi* 
promifej bride, the beauteous Rofnlunda, whofe father Conimundus 
having denied her to his arms after betrothment, he murdered cVeh be* 
fore the fhrieking daughter's eyes ; and forming his fcalped cranium 
into a cup, obliged the wretched Prihcefi to drink out of her pareht's 
IkuU the feftive, but to him, in futur*, the fatal marriage draught; 
Encouraged by revolting Karfcs, this pitilefi leader of Pannonian mul* 
titudes preffed forward into Italy ; but the offended lady who followed 
in his train, and loved his chamberlain Count Helmichis, watched an 
unguarded hour, and bettayed her too-confiding fpoufe into the hands 
of that lord and another, Perida^us, who Slabbed their mailer Alboin 
when alleep. The aiTallinB werfe obliged to run however ; and taking 
Shelter at Ravenna, a town inimical to Narfes, were received, and 
Peridasus propofed the celebration of his nuptials with the widow, who 
had promifed him her hand in order to obtain the benefit of hi^. Rof*- 
munda was no rigid obferver of her ptomifes; the Exarch, to whom fhe 
applied for releafe of them, was himfelf fenfiblfe to her charms, Longinus, 
gmd fent his rival chained to Cfonftantinople, where Juftin and Sophia 
cftufmg him to be thrown to a lion, the brave Croatian killed the fa*- 
vage beaft, threatened the men who turned it out upon him, and 
having ftabbed two noblemen at a time, ufing both hands at once, the 
Emperor commanded his eyes to be put out, and caged him for the 
jncmainder of his life. Count Helmichis meantime, her real favourite^ 
being too much in love to ad: with prudence, faw the officious man- 
hers of the Exarch, and viewed them with a jealous eye : but teazing 
the lady too much with his fufpicions concerning Longinus's zeal in 

her 
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her f^iriee, made himfelf inconvenient to Bofmunda^ fchcmcs, and 
ihc refbived upon bis death immediately. Adding deceit to cruelty, 
(he herfelf prepared the poifon, and with an air of gaiety adminiftcrcd 
it to him in flierbet. The ilurdy officer however, familiar with 
aif^ffination, qn the iirft tafte doubted not the intent ; and feizing 
his perfidious princefs with a firm grafp, forced. her to divide the fatal 
potion with him, and then expired in her lifcleis arms. Etmuller fay$ 
that foldiers have an idea whoever drinks out of a human fkull flial! 
thereby gfow inrulnerahle. They mufl have been true defccndants of 
the old Scandinavian deities who thought fo : but Etmuller* died only 
in i 73g. Perhaps at Leipfick, his native place> they think foJiilL There 
are there^ I beJieve, ftrong rema'ms of runic and Celtic ides^s. The 
fublime ode compofed by King Regner Lodbrog in the ninth centur}^ 
has a ftanza faying, *^ We fought with fwords; I am Hill full of joy 
^' when I thi«k what ^ banquet is preparing for me in the palace of 
** the gods. Soon, foon in the fplendid abode of Odin fliall we drink 
*' beer gut of the JkuIIs of pur enemies ; this will fccurc us immortality. 
•' A brave man Ihrinks not from death, no coward enters the hall of 
^' Odin. Let no man utter cxpreffions of fear ; he lliall perifli by the 
** bites of ferpents; his abode (hall be in Naftrande, where drops of 
*' venom diftill through the lattices, &c. &c.'' But Retrojpe^wn calls 
us off to Juilin, who nqw firft perliiaded he had done a folly, began to 
fear the Qonfequences of his wife's imprudence, when /A/V/y tyrants of 
^hc Lombard race divided Italy among them, leaving his Exarch far 
left power than pomp, and only that midland territory in obedience, 
which hs^ been fmce known by name of the Romagna. Old Narfes 
top, returning next from Naples, which he had ftirred up to rebellion, 
helped to perplex the Emperor, too flow to take alarm : but age at 



• Etmuller was no infidel phyfician : he thinks \vith all his heart, that if you gather 
%»ODt of cyanos upon Corpus Chrijii day, jou may, by holding it tight in your hand, 
ib|) 4 hapaiQrrbage of the aofe. 

Y 2 length 
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length checked, and dea£h fnaftrated the projefts of this indignant and 
revengeful eunuch. Avarice is the folc paffion which can keep its 
ground at ninety. Stimulated by that, he ftained his- warrior fword ; 
and having accumulated immenfe trcafures, from plunder of the Ita-» 
lian ftatcs, he threw them altogether into a well, murdering the 
wTCtched men who brought it thither, that they 'might tell no talcs. 
While Juftinopolis, now Capo d^I/iria, was built by the Emperor as a 
fortrefs againft thefe barbarians, who under Clepho, fon to Alboin, but 
not by fair Rofmunda, befieged Rome once again ; but the imperial 
troops foon routed them, and killed the chief of that invading army. 
The thirty dukes now felt fo forcibly the efFcds confequent upon 
divided power, they foon took up a new and ftrange refblve, making 
fubfcription for a king to whom they all fliould pay a voluntary ho- 
mage. To this high ftation Anthans, a Lombard of venerable extract 
tion, was eleAed, nor gave caufe of repentance or even regret to his 
iubfcribcrs ; while Chilpcric and Sigebert, Fredegund and Brunehault, 
made France re-echo with wild tales of wickednefs, and vice yet un- 
exampled. A dreadful Ihock of earthquake in the eaft, announced 
the birth of Mahomet the impoftor ; and Juftin fomewherc about this 
period, I believe, fell into a ftatc of mental incapacity. He had no 
fon : his daughter named Arabia married a doge of Venice ; her de- 
^fcendants inhabited that gay town as hte as 1785. Another daughter 
married to Genoa : the houfe^^^ fixed in, not being as noble or illuf- 
trious as the Venetian, funk willingly its own original defignation in 
that of Jtiftiiuam. I few a lady of that family myfelf, and fancied fhe 
derived from Juftinian I. till 1 was told what I ought to have known 
before, that he had no child at all by Theodora. Cafa Badoera is the 
name of Arabia's defcendants. Gibbon fays that is the greatcft private 
family in Europe ; but it is very difficult to be accurate in fuch afler- 
tions, which Memmo, drawing his pedigree from the Roman conful 
Meipmiusj, difavowed in my hearing. Upon a peftilcnce happening 
at Genoa long after this, the only furviving Juftiniani was a prioft-; 

aad 
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and was, in confideration of his noble blood, permitted to marry and 
continue the Emperor's race. He begged a female from Cafa Ba- 
doera as alone worthy his addreffes : they wedded, after five centuries 
had Icparated their confanguinity ; and the old lady I faw at Genoa 
(See Piozzi's Obfervations and Reflexions) was lineally delcended from 
that pair, connedled A. D. 11 74. 

Tiberius was now created Caefar Auguftus, fecond of the name for 
near fix hundred years. He was a Thracian, as I think, by birth. His 
firm behaviour, and above all his zeal for abftrufe fpcculations, the 
virtue of thofe times, dazzling the mole-eyed hiftorians, they tell no- 
thing of him but what is good, and dwell with pleafure on his fubmif- 
fion to the priefthood — then for the moft paftjdecply engaged in keen 
difputes, and ever earneft in their endeavours to afcertain the precife 
moment when Meffiah was in heaven jirjl called fo ; forgetful of his 
precepts here on earth, while Chriftian love and charity were loft in 
railing accufations of hcrefy, with which each combatant was hafty to 
brand his warm competitor. It were however good to recolleft, that 
although council after council were fiimmoned to decide in what man- 
ner Jefiis was Chrift, i. e. both God and man ; and to make clear the 
hidden myftery of hypoftatick union, by which a trinity of perlbns 
comprehends itfelfin unity of godhead ; the good bifliops who dili- 
gently affifted at and compofed thefe councils, could not write, not even 
their names ; as Clarkfon, Warton, Jortin, hundreds more inform us : 
they very gravely fet their mark to their opinions ; while fome at- 
tendant clerk, paid for the purpofe, figned and fubfcribcd their an- 
fwers to enquiries which Newton and which Pafchal chofc to leave un- 
difcuflcd. So much more bold is ignorance than fcience. It Irkewiic 
is obfervable enough, that as thefe bifliops * mofl:ly made a crofs ferve 

• Unlike to Ihefe our Hafaph Vcnedota, grandfon,as Mr. Pennant fays, to Pabo pou 
Prydain otPrytan^ Britain, a cultivated charadter, wrote and ftudied ; and left not only 
his name to our Flintfhire biflioprick St. Afaph, but has been celebrated by Voffius 
among the Scriptora Britannica^ 

for 
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for the fignaturc on fuch occafionsi poor folks who cannot write make 
a crofsjiill. 

The proper time fpr keeping Eafter ferved as a new fubjcft of of- 
fence, concerning which the French and Spaniards n^ade a dreadful 
conteft worthy a barbarous age. Battles between Abares and Bulgarcs, 
ferocious tribes ! remind one of Voltaire's Candide, and ReiroJ^£iion 
in the ogres and ogreifes, recognizes the entertaining fables, called 
CoHtes de ma Mere I'Oye^* which frighted and delighted our babyhoods 
The Chagan too, no lefs deteftable, who entering on the Venetian ter- 
ritories with a troop of Huns, bdficged the beautiful Tomilda in Friuli ; 
and promifing her marriage, prevailed with her by meflagcs, expref- 
fivc of tendered: affediofi, to betray the town into his hands. Then 
feizing on the citadel, performed the ceremony, and thruft the weak 
deluded lady out to periih literally in the half-forfaken ilreets, of in* 
fults committed by licentious foldiers on her perfon. Left we Should 
be led howe\er to fuppofc, that the eaftern empire was in a ilate of 
higher civilization than the weft, it will be necefTary to relate how ill- 
advifed Hormifdas, monarch and tyrant of Perfia, enraged about th© 
lofs of a battle againft Germany, fent a woman's drefs, cap and gown, 
to his general, Baza, by way of reproach for his having ijiewn fo little 
courage in the engagement. Baza rebelled in confequence of this 
affront ; and affifted by Cofroc, the hereditary prince, to whom this 
officer was a bo/bm friend ; they foon arrived at home, invefted the 
palace with their foldiers, and fuddcnly depofed the father and the 
king. Making a fliow of equity however, a council was called toge- 
ther in the great fquare, and a propofal made there aloud by Baza, to 
elcd one of their matter's fons. " Any of them but Co/roe T cxchmad 
the captive fovcrcign from his balcony ; whence, though in irons, he 
liad the ftrange fearleflhefs to recommend his own particular favourite, 
a youth, fon to his beft loved female. No more was neceffary, Cofroe 
and Baza forced out the unfortunate fultana and her boy, who little 

coofcious 
^ Mother Goofe's Tales. 
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confcious of the givtn offence, ynrt/kwid cftmier in each other's pre-* 
fence ; and all before the face of agont-^ed Hormifdas, nvho chained to 
his fad ftation at the rails of hi$ own balcony, curfed and reviled their 
horrid pradices, with rage equally impoffible to curb, to ezprefi, or to 
endure. His pafTion Suffocating him at length, the rebel's club da(hi;d 
at his fwelling head, was by Cofroe coniidered as a coup dt graci. 

Et la courroux du ciel pour en venger la terre 
Nous doiine un parricide en defaut du tonnerre. 

Thunder no more affrights the guilty lands, 
Giv'n by avenging heav'0 to parricidal hands. 

A fl^ of a gentler nature here makes a pleafmg break, or change 
at leaA:, ainidft die annah of Oothick barbarity. Fair Theudelinda 
w!»d the only child of <Saribaldi, Duke and Prince of Bararia, and the 
fubfcription monarch we have read of, meant to make her queen dt 
Italy. He fent an embafly therefore to demand his bride, declaring 
his purpofe to live the while himfelf in Ibme devout retirement. Bent 
upon, other thoughts however, he followed, cloiely difguifed, the train 
of hts own envoy, acting the part of fubaltern to him who had com^ 
miilion to fee, and to report the lady's charms. But when Theude^^ 
linda came down to fupper with the nobles, and at her father's com^ 
mand, fubmitted thofe charms to view ; Antharis fcarce able to con^ 
troul his rapture, prefented the cop to his pretended ioni, and when 
liis miftrefs pledged it^ took it from her: filently at the fame nx)ment, 
but pafiionately preffing her hand : and drawing the happy finger 
crofs his lips, fliewed evident figns oF paiBon yet unobferved l^ 4di 
except the Princefs, who when retired, told to her nurfc the dangerous 
adventure; lanrcntingin pathetic terms the officer'a audacity, andlher 
T>wn beauties, which had infpned ib iAadmilfible,lfcoug^ not to her wx 
undeli^tiul Jiame. The aurfe however, better ikillad ki heroick 
amours^ ccmfoled her patronefi with a oonjcftore, that it might be 
the King of Italy kimfeE His pott and perfonai acoomplifliaieiita 

naadc 
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made this conjcAurc probable — the event next day proved her experi- 
ence in affairs of gallantry, whilft the loves of Antharis and Theude- 
linda were celebrated by the bards, and fanftified at the altar. 

About this period 'twas that Livigild, a leader of great note in Cel- 
tiberia, no longer to be called fo foon, but Spain ; feizcd with religious 
phrenzy, put his own fon to death for being an Athanafian, not an 
Arian ; to which opinion he was ftrongly biafled, as having been 
newly converted to our faith from paganifm, he had received it in 
that mode, examining no other ; but hating, as he faid, a confuhjian^ 
tiaJjft. 

Suffering himfelf afterwards however, to be inflrudcd in thofe te- 
nets, for which his matchlefs ion had iuffered martyrdom, repentance 
foon returned in tides of pious grief; and Livigild, made king and pro^ 
felyte, embraced our purer principles with warmth, and for the zeal 
he ihowed in propagating them, obtained the title of Catholicus — ^ftyle 
of the Spanifh monarchs to this day, in honour of a man who forgave 
many taxes to the flate, reduced his civil lift to bare fimplicity, and 
by immenfe donations to the church, joined with an unremitting care 
towards the poor, endeavoured through a long life of fcvere penitence, 
to perform that difficult taik of quieting his confcience for the mad 
murder of an innocent, and praifc- worthy child. 

There are who fay, that having killed Hermenichis, the father ab- 
dicated his conunand immediately, and Reccaredus, brother to the 
martyred prince, performed thefe meritorious adions, and was the firft 
catholic King of Spain, while Livigild buried his afflidion in a mo- 
naftery ; but thefe were days of darknefs, and RetroJpeSilon muft for- 
give the gloom. 

Latin ceaied almoft to be underftood at Rome^ once feat and even 
throne of claffick elegance ; but quick returning to its former charader 
of an aiylum rather than metropolis, all who were periecuted in other 
realms for their adherence to the tme faith, according to the orthodox 
opinions concerning the controverted myfteries of trinity and incar- 

nation^ 
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nation^ rcforted thither ; and from the Prince's neglcft of this once 

ibvereign city, joined with its neamefs to the Exarch's court, and im- 

ffienfe diftance from imperial prcfence, all care on't dropt infenfibly 

4ipon the popes, who muft at length be cleared from any appearance 

of fettled or original intention, to feizc on or exert their tempoml 

power for any other^purpofe than that truly blamelefs and pious one, 

of comforting fo fed a refidencc of wretchedneis, and in ibme meaftire 

^f maintaining a neccflary police for the fecurity of its few inhabitants*. ' \ 

John of Caftile, who finilhed two half-built churches begun by his 

predeccflbr, reigned thirteen years, I think, if reign it may be called ; 

and Bcncdid, contemporary to the thirty Dukes, who fubfcribed to 

finilh their own tyranny, died of a broken heart from feeing the mifo- 

ries of his native land — 

Qui miferanda videt veteris vedigia Roma, 
Ilia poteft merito dicere— Roma fuit. 

Among the various hcrcfies infefting the five or fix firft ages of our 
church, one fed I think retained the doArine of Pythagoras, and 
fancied they believed in a metempiychofis : fuch fiirely muft have 
thought the foul of the firft Antonine tranfmigrated into the fecred 
perfon of Gregory the Great, for confolation of the Chriftian- world, 
' and for the honour too of human nature. His unafFefted refnfal of ^ 

earthly honours, his ferious refinance againft fitting in the papal chair, 
manifefted a pure and humble heart ; his homilieal his fermons of 
moral and religious inftrudion, to a befotted people ; the fweet fami- 
liar letters that are ftill extant, betray his inward feelings, and evmoc a 
fincerity of unfeigned virtue, almoft without an equal. While his cx« 
tenfive liberality and redemption of captives, continually made by the 
Lombard princes, particularly Agihilphus, merit the acknowledgment 
^f all. mankind. 

His ki»d remembrance too of ww poor inland, remote m etety fcnife 
from hdppineft ki thk world ; and filled by pagan follies, barbarous 

Vol. L Z pradices 
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pradiecs that obftrufted the foundation of true faith, and perfecutccj 
its profeflbrs who vainly promifed us felicity to come; ought furely to 
engage all Efigli/fimcn to look on his life with peculiar pleafure : not 
did he limit his cares to the procuring ncceffary comforts for a fufFer- 
ing world. He w&tched over the fine arts, paid money he could ill 
fpare for drawings, to keep that fickening fcience from complete extinc- 
tion ; and prcvioufly compofing airs well fuited to devotion, is iaid to 
have pricked down with his own hand the antiphonartum centonem, 
by which the finging in the Roman church is, I believe, regulated to 
this very hour. Whether he invented the lengthened notation or not 
may be difputed ; his uncommon talents, and verfatility of genius have 
been proved. When he had once fixed in his mind that titles heaped 
on popes were antichri/iian, we wonder not that 'twas by his com- 
mand that he was called Servus Servoram Dci—-/hch he was, without 
hyperbole or exaggeration. His temperate life, marked by the love of 
God, and love of man, was fpent in fervicc of all Chriftian creatures. 
Yet did he take and tranfmit to his fucceiTors the triple crown as biihop 
of Rome, primate of Italy, and apoftle of the Weft, called from that 
day the three legations, and unabolilhcd till A. D. 1800, and haughtily 
condemned the patriarch of Conftantinople for reviving the difputc 
about precedence, and for calling himfelf (impertinently enough we. 
own) the universal bifhop : fo like Saint Peter in whofe chair he fate 

He ratlier than not go before 
Would forfeit heaven at the door.. 

We muft however rccolleA, that bis^ opponent who occupied the refi- 
dentiary and oriental fee, difputed for t^e/^ (as did Saint Gregory)^ 
not for the individuaL He was a mortified and almofi: an emaciated 
ikeleton,t called Jean le Jeuneur par eminence, having never touched 
meat or wine fmcc his ordination ; fcarce ever milk and eggs : fo vir- 
tuous and fmcere were thcfc good pontiiFs. That in their day. prayers 
for the dead Ihould be firft introduced is ftrange^ and contradidory ; 

becaufe 
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becaufe at the fame time other dead were now implored to beftow 
thdr prayers upon the living, who little refledled that *' it had coft 
*^ more to redeem their fouls, fo that they mufl let that alone for ever." 
Thefe inftitutions afterwards degenerated into a commerce gainful to 
the church, although avarice tainted not the mind of this great Pope, 
who honeil in his folicitude for departed excellence, was praying for 
the future happinefs of Trajan, at an altar fliewn to this day at Rome, 
whence people tell how a ftrange voice proceeded, and in a praeterna- 
tural tone warned him to ceafe his unavailing fuit, aifuring him the 
obje<9: of his care was fafe, and in the hands of his Creator. What he 
decreed, that images fliould neither be torn down, nor worftiipped, but 
held in decent veneration, ihould have been written down in letters of 
gold : our commentators fay that was a command which could not 
have been obeyed ; for fet up images once in your churches, they will • 
be worlhipped whether popes and councils will or not. In remote 
times perhaps it might be fo ; but I faw Notre Dame, at Drefdcn, 
loaded with devotional figures, paintings, and other ornaments, and 
no one dreamed of paying them, adoration. The Lutherans know 
better ; had Gregory's fucceflbrs however, refembled A//w, Luther's re- 
formation would have been fuperfluous, and Calvin never would have 
been heard of. With his pontificate we clofe this chapter, which 
has brought out to Retrofpe^tion s eye the firfl 600 years after our 
Lord's afcenfion ; and Ihown how thofc wild rulhing inundations 
from the north, ran as they fubfided into a vail variety of fiifures great 
and fmall ; formed by the fury of their firfl onfet, and broke the uni- 
formity of civil life, as did the deluge 2500 years before, crack the 
fmooth furface of our natural world, and loofen the feparating parts 
hota each other. Manners followed the general alteration, and ftates 
grew independent of their common lord. 
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CHAP. ir. 

FROM GOOD ST. GREGORY TO THE BIRTH OF CHAR'LES 

MARTEL, A. D. 70a 

I 

FROM that great charadler whofe Chriftian virtues^ relieve at length 
our retroJpe£iive eye, fatigued by foUowiiig the fierce barbarians 
through ihdifcriminated fcenes of blood and ilaughter : our Engliih 
anceftors derived their hopes of happinefs in the next world, and of prof- 
perity in this. The Saxons admitted no Juries in criminal cafes; ililt 
left in matters of property ; nor was there any aAion fb horrible that it 
could not be maintained by the fword, or compenfated by the purfe* 
Gifts were omnipotent, and made commutation eafy to the rich for every 
o6^nce. Gwilt (atisfied all demands ; whence the word guilty, as I have 
heard, in our Old Bailey pleadings. But Pope Gregory, who had before 
his elevation pitied the poor children fet up for fale at Rome, of whom,, 
enquiring whence they came, he faid, non AngUfed angeU; not Angles, 
but angels would thefe boys and girls be called had they but baptifm 
and education ; remember'd the pretty (laves he had obferved at mar- 
ket, and fent over Auguftine, a monk,, with fome afliftant miflionaries 
to England. To difpute whether or not we had at that time a church 
independent of papal authority, is a mere jefl ; the biihop of Caerlon 
upon Ufke was, under God, our fpiritual overfeer, fays Spelman ; ^but 
he was fo, I trufl, becaufe the ifland being forgotten and n^Ie<Sed, no 
other perfon thought of feeing over them. Gregory the Great never., 
defired rule fave for the purpofe of exercifing beneficence. A Ihepherd 
founded Rome at firft ; a fliepherd and pailor now iaved it from 
final ruin ; and Gibbon owns what Howell had afifertedt that in the 

fifth. 
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fifth, fixth, and fevcnth centuries, the miftrefs of the world would have 
been a heap of ftoncs, had not the popes prefcrvcd it. How happy 
bad they kept the original charafter of their ftation according to this 
excellent example fet them ; then as kings have been compared to the 
lion, they might in like manner have refcmbled the elephant j ma- 
jeftic, grave, and wife^ and whilft tmofFended, innocuous. Meanwhile 
his miffionaries landed on our coaft, wliere Providence had prepared 
for their reception the heart of a prince who had juft married a beau- 
tiful defcendant of Clovis, and had agreed, with that fpirit of toleration* 
which ever marks- an EngUlhman, that (he fhould be allowed free ex^ 
crcifc of her religion, though difFeriiig eflentially from his own. The 
charms of Bertha added their influence to the preaching of Paulinus, 
domeftick cl)a|j^n to the young queen*s houfehold, who felt himfelf 
^happy in aflii^nce from thefe newly arrived religteux; and as Can* 
terbury was the place where Ethelbert kept his court, 'twas fbon be- 
come the fcene of his converfion, and then exalted into a bifliop's fee; 
where Auftin was confecrated priniate. London quickly embraced 
the faith, and St. Paul's cathedral was dedicated with due formality. 
A church had been built to St. Peter long before, but the laft inun- 
dation of barbarifm. then ftopt religion's progrels : things were maturer 
now : Northumberland caught the flame of profclytifm, and York was 
made the fecond refidence to Canterbury. The high prieft of the pa- 
gan fuperftition next, being from internal and external evidence per- 
fuaded of our redemption^ by Jefus Chrift, facilitated the happy cre- 
dence of an ifland, deftined^ for the defence of truth- in future^ ages. • 
The Britons fixed in Wales had long been converted, it. was th^ Angli 
whofe ftate of ignorance and flavery afFe6led the pope as he' pailed 
through the flrreets at home. His miffionaries however, would not 
confine their cares to England ; but not content to find our Welflimen 
Chriftians, infifted on their being Romanifts, and juft as eager to fettle 
the right day of keeping Eaftcr, as to overturn the worlhip of Woden, 
their violence produced: refiftance on the part of a:people already well 

inftruded 
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inilruAcd in the principles ncceffary to falvation, and ftcady to their 
primitive fimplicity. The verfcs of Talieflin, then bard or poet laureat 
to Maelgwyn, evince their fixed attention to preferve their ipiritual 
pretenfions purchafcd by long paft conteft with, and flight from fo- 
reign invaders. 

Gwae offeririad byd, nys anghreifftia gwydd 

An nys Prcgetha. 
Gwae ny cheidw el Gail ac ef yn fugail 

Ac nys areilia. 
Gwae jiy cheidw ei adefaid rbag Bleiddie Rhyfeniaid 

Ay ffbn guwppa. 

Woe be to the prieft that's born 
Who will not duly weed his corn, 

And root away the tares ; 
Woe to the Ihepherd that's remifs 
In watching of his flock— and is 

Unfaithful to his cares ; 
Woe be to him who doth not keep 
With's crooked ftafFhis harmlefs Iheep 

From Romifli wolves and fnares* 

Howlafufs Mcna Antique. 

Their refufal of the tonfurc however, their abhorrence of the new doc- 
trine of unmarried pricflhood, and their rcjedion of the tenets by w^hich 
the facerdotal drcflcs were confidered as of ferious importance ; created 
an antipathy towards them in the monks, who eafily incited their Saxon 
converts to maflacre every ancient Briton who yet remained fcattered 
up and down the richer provinces of an ifland once all their own, and 
long proteifled in pofleffion of it by thofe Romans who now encouraged 
the invading Saxons to extirpate them. From the ftate of hopelefs fervi- 
tude thofe Welfh were placed in, who by infirmity or fubmiflion efcaped 
this nearly general deftru6lion, derives the ancient vlUenage we read of: 
the rightful lords of the country thus becoming its firll viUams or 

^ ilaves. 
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flaves, a term irf^our happier days of mere reproach, both through the 
kingdom and the principality. But thus we fee the feamlefs coat of 
Chritt, faid to have been found about that time in the city Zaphat, 
afterwards a' Turkifli refidence, and called Sapet ; but overthrown in 
the fixteenth century by an earthquake, infpiring the. papifts with ad- 
ditional zeal to preferve uniformity by any and by every method, wil* 
lingly forgetting the adage often repeated by the old fathers of our pri- 
mitive church, in vejie varietasjit—fcijjura nonjit ;* but I fuppofe the 
colours all were faded. Be this as it may, that fovereignty which will 
ever be obtained by fuperiority of knowledge amongft unenlightened 
nations Itruggling for information, was here foon fettled into monkilh 
influence ; and as power will be commonly abufed, the pofl^flors of 
that influence turned it to gainful purpofes ; what fliould they elfe ? 
As religtcux they could not reign themfelves, and when precluded 
from the nobler paflions, avarice, which ever feeds on drofs and dregs, 
devoured well-pleafed the leavings of ambition. Obedient Angles paid 
chearfully a penny each houfe to their inftruAors ; a tax known by 
the name of Peterpence : nor can we efteem that a hard one, if it be 
true that Withred, king of Kent, was able, not long after thefe occur* 
rences, to pay the king of Weflcx a fum in their filver equal to 90,OOoL 
Nor does ought in the Saxon chronicles give rcafon we Ihould doubt 
it ; for though their coins are very mean and paltry, we read of a 
Northumbrian prelate ferved in plate not long after the year 700. Of 
what hisy?rv/V^ confifted, indeed I am at a lofs ; for filver hafted knives 
were new at Edward the lecond's coronation : perhaps he had one 
filver waiter or a cup. His feet were in the dirt we know, for fplen- 
dour will come in before convenience; fo much more hafte man 
makes to be diftinguiflied than to be happy. The famous church of 
St. Peter s, Weremouth, built by Benedict: Bifcopius, was never floored 
or paved, though people were far fetched from Rome to build it ; and 

♦ Let the vefture of our Redeemer exliibit variety of tints, but let no fciflars divide 
the parti. 

Eddius 
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Eddius fays that biihop Wilfrid glazed one fine window of a church in 
Yorkihire as early as 669. The ftate of mufick in thefe days may be 
gathered from a ftory how Putta bifhop of Rochefter, being driven from 
his fee by Ethelred king of Mcrcia, in 680, went about the country an 
itinerant pfalm-iinger, teaching children, and people difpofed to leam> 
the choral praifes of their Maker and his faints, according to the rough 
melody then in ufe ; acquired probably from France, where Theodoric 
had, at Clovis's requeft, long before, fent fome of his bcft performers 
from Italy. In thefe days St. Dunftan too was fo exquifite a perfor- 
mer, that his harp was accounted celeftial, and capable of producing 
founds without help of any hand at all : witnefs the old verfes made 

ages after : 

St. Dunftan's harp faft by tlie wall 

Upon a pin did hang — a; 
The harp itfelf with lyre and all, 
U'atouch'd by hand did twang — a. 

And this fbperftition fctting fome fly fellow to tune tworftrings in uni- 
fon, &c. putting the inftrumcnt in a place where the wind blew hard, 
fuggcfted the idea of yEolus's harp, dcfcribed by Kircher in Mufurgia« 
It was no new difcovery in our days. But our own ifland mud not 
engrofs all powers of Retrojpe^imt : the plague which raged at Rome 
may well detain it, perhaps to admire the courage of the pontiff, per- 
liaps in our prefent humour, to condemn as fupcrftition what fearcc 
could even then have been enough praifed as piety. When the meek 
bifhop walked himfcif in p^occflion^ fcarlefs for his fafcty, along the in- 
fcifled ftrccts, fmging devout litanies to heaven, and rcquefting from 
God, not requiring from man, ceffation of the dire calamity. ** While 
thoufands literally fell befide him, and ten thoufand at his right hand^ 
yet was he not afraid either for the peftilence that walked in darkneis, 
nor for the ficknefs that deftroyed at the noon day.'* So did true ChriA 
,tian faith trample indeed upon the adder, and crufli the poifbnoiis ba- 
fililk under foot. The pathognomic lyraptom of this difeafe was 
fneezing, and 'tis not in Europe tdtally forgotten. Some ftiU fay> God 

blefs 
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bkfs you, upon fuch occaiions ; others fignifying the fame intent, 
commute thv ir prayer with a bow. But fcenes of horror were not 
confined to Rome. Cofroe the Perfian fpoiled Jcrufalem, and maf- 
facred, I think Cedrenus fays, 90,000 Chriilians ; as many Jews had 
been, in confcquence of Sifibetus's edid:, forcibly baptized the year be- 
fore. Famines too, confequent perhaps on fuch a lofs of men to till 
the earth, drove feveral of the laft named race to feek a watery grave, 
and leap from the high cliffs of Calabria into the fea, rather than ftarve 
upon its barren ftiores ; while fomething of a fimilar dcfperation is re- 
corded of Anglo Saxons on the coaft of Suffex. When I read this to 
an Italian friend, however, and when he aiked me why they did not 
rather go o' fifliing ? I had no anfwer ready. Hiftory herfelf is often 
ill prepared enough when fudden queftions interrupt her eloquence ; 
and my poor fummary is willing to confefs as controvertible the truth 
of many a faft recorded here : but with the fads, except as a compiler, 
myfelf have nought to do. 'Twas in this century at leaft that Ifidorc 
Hifpalenfis wrote his books of RetroJpe£ifon, beginning with the earliefl 
dawn of light, but leaving us in days of fad opacity. And how has 
that vaporous efFed: of diftance increafed fmce his time ! How is the 
difficulty grown almofl infuperable, of finding through the gloom de- 
cided objeds on which to fix our mental telefcope. My terror is left 
readers fhould agree to throw it down at once, and think upon this 
huddled work no more. The ages now under reviewal feem the No- 
vember of our, deftined year ; in which we travel through dark ages, 
and in the abyfs of chaos and old night meet often, as did Satan once, 
a vaft vacuity; 

Or elfe a univerfal hubbub wild 

Of ftunning founds and voices all confus'd. 

Monfieur de Longuerue, fpeaking on this fubjcd, fays truly, that 
the firft kings of his native France were ftrarige creatures. Us etaient 
£etranges getiSy is the exprelTion. Clovis and Clothaire (fays he). 

Vol. I. A a Childebert 
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Childcbert and Dagobert ; Cardan ihould, for tmr fakes, have mad©- 
tlicir pancgyrick inftead of Nero's. 'Tis from him we tcarn however^ 
that St. Cloud was fo named after Clodoalde, who^ to compcnlate 
the grofleft poflible immoralities^ made immenfe donations to the 
church, and at fome future time was canonized. Clothaire, made 
king of France at four months old, under the regency of Gontram 
due d' Orleans and the old linner Brunhault, felt when the fhort mi- 
nority was ended (for princes then were at fifteen emancipated) his 
juftice and his power mature. He called his wicked grandmother to 
trial ; and at an age almoft advanced to dotage and decrepitude, fho 
was found guilty of the death often kings, or at lead heirs to royalty ;. 
and many accufations of inceft and cruelty being added,, fhe was tied 
by her remaining grey hairs to a wild horfc's tail, and gradually kicked 
in pieces. Her charitable inftitutions however, when enumerated^ 
tempt fome hiftorians to mollify her crimes, and fome readers to com-* 
paflionate fuch fufFerings inflifted by that favourite child, fof whofe 
fake many of the fins had been committed. 

Clothaire was of a truly favage chara<%er : Dagobert his foi^ alone 
could foften his furious temper ; and he forced or perfuaded him to 
give up half hts power, getting himfelf created independent fovereiga* 
of Metz>, with the title of king. The word duke had been disgraced 
by a nobleman of that rank, having fubmitted to ad; as preceptor ta 
young Dagobert, who cut off his beard as a punilhment for having fate 
down in his prefence — So changed were the manners of princes fince 
the reign of Theodofius ! 

This Dagobert, when feated ixpon an uncontrollable throne, over- 
leaped all bounds of decency and honour, and at length tore Natildis, 
a beautiful young nun, out of her convent and married her, his own 
wife being yet alive. The bi^op Amandus ventured to reprove him, 
and Dagobert drove him into exile ; but on his fon*s birth called him 
back to chrifl:en the boy Slgehertj thinking fuch virtue in the perfon 
who adminiftered baptifm would be of ibme advantage to the child. 

So 
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So fmall were the benefits accruing to mankind fince the difruption of 
the once firm-fet world conglobed under one univerfal monarch ! But 
'tis thus we obferve each paffion of humanity made fubfer\4ent to the 
new difpenfation, the great end of Providence, in breaking, dividing, 
and parcelling out the earth, fo long under dominion of a fmgle mind. 
The huge afpiring tree which once had fcrved as fliadow for the 
whole, although fallen down, ftill put forth boughs that yet retained 
fome verdure, and in the form of a Greek empire feemed " majeftick 
" tho in ruin.*' A quick fucceflion of thofe rulers at Conftantinople, 
Prifcus and Phillipicus, Mauritius and Commcntiolus, with Phocas the 
centurion, chofen in lieu of Mauritius, a perfon of fearful afpeft as 'tis 
faid ; have fcarcely been refcued by their contemporary writers from 
oblivion, though each was feverally invcfted with the purple. The 
vices of the times were black and iullen ; accufations of Ibrcery and 
magick arts, with unjuftifiable fcveritics pra^bifed on fuch as gave luf- 
picion of their future conduft by luckleis names perhaps, dreams,* or 
initials fuppofed to be inaufpicious. The principal virtue was re- 
deeming captives catched up by the Huns, &c. Prifcus paid three 
hundred pounds weight of goW to Chaganus for prifoncrs he bad 
taken ; and Commentiolus refufing to give five fhillings each, of our 
pre/ent money, for a large lot of them, a rebellion was the confe- 
quence. The Pope feid, if he had not had three thousand monks to 
feed daily out of his own privy purfe, he could have bought nK>rc fouls 
to orthodoxy ; for his exalted ilation would not permit him to imi- 
tate the famous bifhop of Nola, who, having nothing left to purchase 
captives, at lafl pavoned hmfilf\ and by that ftretch of heroifm, to a 
poor widowed mother of mean rank reftored her only fbn. ThcO'oats, 
iflruck with fuch unequivocal figns of a truly charitable fpirit, gave good 
Faulinus almoft all he a&ed, and (ent him hon^ at the head of a fmall 
army, of unpaid-fer coimtrymen. But ecdcfiaftical, like Auguftati 

* Phillipicus was exiled for drtaming timt he was an emperon 

Aa 2 V hiftory. 
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hiftory, teems with ftrangc tales, incredible almoft to us, who live in 
days of more regularity than adventure ; while wonder glows up to 
admiration one moment, and difguft evaporates into contempt an* 
other. Yet now and then 

Bright angel forms athwart the folemn duflc, 
And voices iirore than human thro' the void 
Deep founding, feize th'enthufiaflick ear. 

Sabinian now fucceeded to the popedom, and dying, left the fte 
vacant eleven months^ Of Boniface III. 'tis beft worth noting, that 
he obtained an imperial grant confirming his fupremacy, likewife a 
claim to exclude other bilhops from the title of pope : till then the 
word was not confined to one.* Guthrie dates all their power from 
that day, but Gibbon fets it earlier. In Diodati's time a marriage 
with godfon or mother was made criminal ; and although guilt in 
every poflSble modification infefted the Chrlftian world, this pontiff 
thought the dreadful earthquake which Ihook all its Italy to it foun- 
dation, was fent in punilhment of fomc fuch nuptials. Such were the 
ideas, fuch the ftate of Rome. England, more rational, record* a de>- 
crec made about that time,, that no bilhop Ihould keep glee- maids, 
citharades ne quecumque Jymphoniacaf ta fing him to fleep, or play to 
him on the harp after he was in bed. Such was the ftate of morals, 
when looking back we may obferve, that as political life feemed never 
tired of multiplying its petty objeds of divided attention, religion on 
the contrary Amplified apace, and hafted to a fixed pofition, finiflmig 
all worfbip in a fingle point. Mankind apparently grew weary of 
kneeling to works of their own hands, wood and ftone. Whilft they 
could be pcrfuaded that thefe idols did ai6hially rcprefent fome ccleftial 
agent, ^o«, divinity or emanation of invifible power, veneration was 
cafily fuppofcd their due; hut when the mere creature was ezpedcd 

* 'Tis fo in Ruffia ftilL 

to 
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to occupy the whole of the adorer's mind, the meaneft of thofe minds 
felt half repelled, and was without difficulty, attracted to a more in- 
telligent mode of preferring petitions to* Providence. Thus difpofed, 
the world divided quickly into three opinions ; the Athanafian doc- 
trine, the Arian iyftem, and the Mahometan impofture : nor could 
Pagaiiifm ftand its ground at all, which once had filled the earth with 
fancied deities innumerable. Of the others fomething has already 
been told, the third claims more than a glance of RetroJpe6lion. Of 
this fc(3: then, of this religion rather, the very extraordinary founder 
was born of idolatrous parents at Mecca in Arabia Felix, an old town, 
half confecrate to unity of godhead ; where the retreat of Hagar is ftill 
fliewn, and Ifhmaers fountain watering the fquare is dedicated ta 
truth. There the numerous fervants of a rich merchant's widow^ 
Cadiga, commanded Mahomet as flavc to the houfe ; and her eye 
alone difcerned his fuperior genius through all the difadvantagcs of 
iituation. Yet though to his marriage all future advancement was 
originally owing, his laws, when promulgated, funk the female fex fo 
low in the fcale of creation, that their ft ate in the eaft juft forms a 
iliade between mankind and brutes. Cadiga's choice juftified no fuch 
degradation : flic was perfiiaded he had fome peculiar communication 
with the world of Ipirits, and when apprized of his immenfe defigns/ 
flie faw him fall in real or pretended trances, her heart would not 
permit her to doubt or to deny that they were caufcd by oppreflion of 
angelic prefence. JChriftians have called thefe perturbations upon 
commencement of his celebrity mere epileptic fits; but as we hear no 
more of them at all, either when he fled before his new-raifed ene- 
mies,* or when he drove before his conquering army all who oppofed 
his new-formed Icgiflature ; 1 rather think they were a true and for- 
cible impreffion on the brain, heated to agony by hopes and fears, of 
what he wiflied and what he dared to do, operating upon an ima- 

* Whence Turks date all events from Hegira or the Flight. 

gination 
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gination naturally combuftiblc. The Turks have to this hour an un- 
common and peculiar veneration iovmadmmi among whom Mahomet, 
bad, he only projected his future elevation, muft have been ranked : but 
a6kion, bufmcfs, buftle, foon kept every moment employed, and to 
fuch energy of charader fuch plans were alone proportionate ; till not 
Cadiga alone, but Mecca herfelf, received the flavc born under her 
protcAion as lord and lawgiver ; ible fovereign in this world and in 
the next, mediator between God and man. The Jews call his religion 
IpimaeVtfm, with no great impropriety. He was a Koraitc himfelf, 
. defccndcd from Korai or Koraifh, a fon of Ilhmacl ; the nobleft of 
their tribes, but fallen into decay. His avowed purpofe was to re- 
cftabllfti the worlhip of their patriarch, and abolifh plurality of gods. 
His earlleft followers puflicd the new principles into what has been 
fmce called Spinozifm, but they were known by name of Zendikites, 
believing God to be the four elements, and denying Providence and 
:the refurrc6lion, having mingled fome Zoroaftrian tenets with thofe 
of Mahomet. He then found it neceffary to publilh his Koran, and 
proclaim his code of laws, which he maintained by his fword fo well, 
that thoufands fell before his conquering arm. That he was affifted 
in compiling the Alcoran, &c. by a Ncftorian monk, may or may not 
be true ; it takes but little from that amazing power of invention dif- 
playcd in the ftory of Mifra, or his journey to the fcven heavens, per- 
formed in the tenth part of one night, borne on the bcaft Alborak to 
Jcrufalem, and thence conduced by the angel Gabriel through {\x in-* 
. fcrior heavens to Cjod's throne. Aftronomy was at a low ebb then we 
find ; for from the firll heaven of pure filver, he liiw the ftars hang 
down in golden chains, as they do in Flomer, and each ftar was large 
as Mount Nobo \ but Adam there, on feeing A//», gave God thanks for 
fo great a fon, and (hewed him the rarities of the place, among which 
the radiant chanticleer fhines brightefl-, when ftretching his white neck 
up to the fccond heaven, he claps his rubied wings and crows aloud: 
heard by his fellow birds on earth they anfwer him, and fing the matin 

fong. 
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fang, pleafmg to God. Next in the golden ftagc Noah prefides. An 
angel of death, there defcfibed with wonderful iublimity, fpins, draws, 
and cuts our thread of life, like the three' fifters in pagan mythology. A 
heaven of adamant ferves as the refidence of Mofcs. Jefus dwells all 
in divine light, and to his prayers Mahomet commends htmfelf\ the 
others all prcls him to pray for them. Once arrived hafwever at the 
throne of Omnipotence, he heard thefe words, which to imprcfs upon 
his followers* minds was indeed the whole bent of his miffion — There 
is but one God (laid the voice), and Mahomet is his prophet. The fen- 
tence was beiides delivered to him written, upon the ilcin of that 
fame ram which Abraham offered in exchange for his fon. So docs 
the fubtle Ifhmaelite againft his will acknowledge the progeny of his 
preferred brother Ifaacy and the merit of his typical Sacrifice ; although 
the firft tenet of Mahometan ifm teaches that Jefus was a prophet, not 
a Chrifl ; nor in any wife to be called or confidered as Son of God. 

Concerning other parts of this extraordinary Mifra, Hali and Omar 
fplit into two fe6ls> the firfl who married Fatima the Impoftor*s - 
daughter, feems to have been the lawful fuccefTor ; his motto was, 
I adore God with a Jincere heart. Omar however caufcd him to be 
affafTmated ; and that great Gallph 'twas who took Jerufalcm, which 
then was given up to infidels for four hundred years ; he conquered 
Ifdigerdes, and put an end to that dynafly, finifhing likewifc the old - 
Perfic, or Pcrezic fiiperflition. They had worfhipped the fun fince 
Zoroaller's time, fourteen centuries at leafl. Perez means the fun ; 
they were Perezians, or Perfians, now no more : 'twas time they were 
deflroyed. The monfler Coffoe had facked Jerufalcm not twenty 
years before, killing innumerable Jews, Chriflians, all he found ; and 
carried Zachary, the primate, and the crofs of Chrifl away. He flayed 
his own general, Sain, alive, and ftrewcd him over with fait ; he pro- 
faned the temple of the fun, and tried to make his foldicrs worfliip 
him in it. The. emperor, Heraclius, defeated him however, and he, 
too old to make more head, appointed his youngefl fon as fucccffor. 

Siroe 
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Si roc enraged at that, as being el deft, killed all his brothers in his father*^ 
fight, who died of parental pain ninety-eight years old, rcnicmbcring 
how himfelf had ferved Hormifdas. Siroe, the fon, reigned but a ihort 
time, and 'twas his fucceflor Ifdigerdes that loft that country to the 
Saracens. Meanwhile the Exarch of Ravenna, concluding that his 
fovereign would find employment in thefe eaftern wars, fet himfelf 
up for king of Italy, without fuccefs indeed ; he loft his head, and it 
was fent oft to Conftantinople, whither young Theodore, the ^m- 
.peror's brother, was juft returned from recovering the crofs, carried for 
fliow of more refped: by Heraclius himfelf, and placed with no fmall 
pomp at poor Jerufalem, which in eight years afterwards was loft irre- 
trievably to all-fubduing Omar. 'Twas ftrange however, that a Chrif- 
tian Prince who had himfelf on that occafion borne home the crofs of 
Chrift in a procefTion, fhould in a little time fo heat his fancy as to 
think he who fufFered on it a mere phantom, raifed by Omnipotence for 
purpofcs of our falvation. This herely of the Docetes owed its endur- 
ance (nor went it without puniftiment and heavy cenfure) chiefly, if 
not wholly to the juft abhorrence in which true Catholicks muft ever 
hold the contrary extreme ; maintained at firft by Ebionites, who early 
learned a bold denial of their Saviour's godhead, and limitation of 
his powers ; and which opinion, modified by Arius, drew after it in- 
numerable fcccders from our church. 

Among the Lombard dillcntcrs, the ftory of Ariovyaldus here de- 
{cTYts a gVimpic o{ Retro/p^Siio?/, He had a chamberlain, his name 
Adolphus, whom the young queen, fair Gundlbert, commending for 
his uncommon beauty ; this bold youth fuppoied her pafllonately in 
love with him, and offered carcffes, which fhe repulfed with fuch dif- 
dain as to provoke his malice and refentment. Ariowaldus was foon 
informed his wife was falfc, and thofe who had accufed her of adul- 
tery, added a feigned confpiracy agreed upon with Taflb, governor of 
Tufcany, to poifon her hufband. The lady was imprifoned, but at 
rcqueft of Clothaire, king of France, the Lombard leader granted her 

a cham- 
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a champion, the firft 1 read of; and her near kinfman, Aribcrt, ac- 
cepting the office, difarmed the groom, who now confeft his guilt, 
and faid, her fpitting in his face inccnfed him. Aribert was a catho- 
lick — ^the Arian Prince feeing him vidorious in the duel was converted, 
and Gundibert reftored to favour, after four years imprifoment, for 
having beenjii/pediedy though unjuftly. To Ariowaldus Rotharis fuc- 
ceeded ; he took Oderzo, then called Opitergium, and was the firft of 
thele who ruled by written laws ; till his reign they repeated by me- 
mory what was called edidls of the Lombard juftice, difcountenancing 
all but.aftive virtue, and icorning all but oral knowledge. Meanwhile 
the names of Marcello and Grimaldi grace the Venetian records, 
though Fortunatus, an Arian bilhop of Aquileia, took fome towns from 
them, and forced the young republick to requeft fuccours from Con- 
ftantinople. The Emperor, to repair their loffes, fent them a prefent 
of St. Marl's chair from Alexandria, where, to fay truth, few rarities 
remained ; and Omar now had burned the famous library, containing 
treafures of fcience, relicks of ancient learning, all that efcaped from Go-^ 
thick fury, while the great work of feparation ftill went forward ; Spain 
aifumedin fome refpcdts the form we lee it in ; our own kingdom was 
a fettled heptarchy, and Lent was rigidly obferved in England, where 
Cambridge boafts enlargement by king Sigibert. Warton fays too, that 
we pofleiTed a Homer — the pope Vitalian, fent us here a prelate, rich 
tn found literature and valuable books : he had the homilies of good 
St. Chryfoftome, he had- Jofephus too, and Warton does fay his Homer 
was written on paper. Adrian, who came over with him, brought us 
two filken palls, and an arch chanter from Naples, and Bale very fcri- 
oufly cenfures our voluptuoufnefs. But thefe events, although confi- 
derable in their efFcds on civil and on focial life, are far too faint to 
hold the eye of RetroJpeSiion fixed on them, while giant forms come 
forward on our canvas, and names dl new to fanxe fill her wide trum- 
.f>et's mouth, which will refound with Othman and Abdallsvh, Hali and 
'Saladiri, down to the fullcn echoes of lateft pofterity. Mcfbpotamia 
Vol. 1. B b conquered. 
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conquered, ^Egypt fubdued, Arabia all aftoniflicd, Antioch reduced, 
and a new mofq\ic built at Jerufalem for the Mahometan worftiip, 
niight have made men juftly regret their long-loft Bibles, where would 
have been foon found the prophecy of locufts by Joel, who lived near 
800 years before and revelations of ftrange vifions ihown St. John gO 
years offer our Saviour's «era. Such pens alone could poffibly defcribe 
this cloud of warriors as they rolled along, blackening the lun with 
their numbers, and afflifting the earth with their oppreifion, fcorpions 
from the fandy defarts, dinging mankind to madneis. " A fire devour- 
eth before them^ and behind them a flame burneth ; the land is as the 
garden of Eden before them, and behind them a defolate wildernefs ; 
the earth fliall quake, the heavens (hall tremble, and before their face 
•the people fliall be much pained." So are they defcribed by the prophet. 
St. John's vifionary view of thcfe invaders colours, has fixed interpre- 
tation upon thew ; for I faw, fays he, the horfes and thofe who fate there- 
on ; having breaft-plates of fire, of jacind, and of brimftone ; the heads 
of their horfes are as the heads of lions, and they have a leader over 
them whofe name is the dejiroyer. Scholars afTure us, that fuch were 
in faft the decorations of tliefe Saracens in war ; and that flame co- 
lour and pale yellow were their diftinguifhing colours in the battle. 
A ftrift inveftigation of their leader's name might pofTibly throw light 
on that enquiry. I never heard the etymology of Mohammed. His 
followers' appellations were nearly Jewifh. JuflfufF and Ibrahim are 
fcarcely changed from Abraham and Jofeph ; Solyman and Zara have 
fuffercd ftill lefs alteration from the fcripture names Sarah and Solo- 
mon ; Turkifh Abdalla means fervant of God we know ; and Ahdiel 
has the fame fenfe appropriated to it in Hebrew. Milton, ever atten- 
tive to learning, makes the reception of his faithful angel, fo called, 
>echo his name ; when a voice from the throne pronounces the hoped- 
for fentcnce — Servant of God, well done, &c. 

Pope Se^erinus was iaid to have died of grief at hearing the pio- 
grefs made by thefe Saracens, though others fay his health was 
moft impaired by the Emperor's rffufal to confirm him in the fee, 

becaufe 
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bccaufe he fet hi» face againft Monothelites. His predcccflbr, Ho- 
notim, had before this covered St. Pcter*s church with brafs tiles, 
torn from the temple of Romulus ; and Vitalian, who fent us 
the arch chanter, had in his zeal for mufick fet up organs in 
fevcral places of worfliip at Rome. Yet were things ftill in a 
nigged ftate. Eugcnius IV. who a6icd as vicar for unhappy Martin, 
did build indeed fomc facerdotal prifons, that priefts, if guilty of a 
mifdemeanour, might not be confounded with common felons : yet 
Martin, a Tufcan. pontiff, was, in defpite of decency, fcized by the 
Exarch, upon an order from Pyrrhus, baniflied, and ftarved to death for 
having oppofed him and his emperor, Conftans, when they perfifted 
in the heretical opinion of the Docetes. A patriarch of Conftanti- 
nople thus infulting St. Peter*s focceffor, was certainly not fbon, if 
ever quite forgotten : and Theodore, in his Ihort papacy, wrote the 
anathema of the bold Pyrrhus, with a pen dipt in the euchariftick cup, 
the cup of general bleffing ; by this we learn at leaft, that the wine , 
was red then ; the Romanics ufe white now, and I think mix that 
with water. Kfeanwhile the emperors, enfeebled by domeftick quar- 
rels, for Conftans reigned but by feverities pradifed upon his guilty 
aunt Martina, who lod her nofe and tongue for plots and pbifbtiings, 
grew daily weaker ; while the fierce Saracens increafed in ftrength* 
Among their various exploits, our retrofpeSlrvt eye now fees the ok! . 
ColofTusof Rhodes fall befwe thefe invaders, who fold the bright 
Apollo to a Jew ; and he, loaded, *tls faid, nine hundred camels with 
its no longer wafle folidity. Thus ended the fixth vronder of the 
wprld — ^thus dropt at once from its prcpofterous elevation, the now 
more than ever inanimate ftiafs of paganifm, and funk before the 
unity t)f godhead. Chriftians believed the end of all was near ; and 
Oregory meditated defcrtioh from his imperial feat, inveftcd by thefe 
warriors apparently irrefiftible : his plan was to have retired to Syra- 
cufe, foon to be called Meflina, but all the people rofc up and detained 
Eim. Callinicus, a Greek pricft, on this occafion found or revived 
the dreadful plague of wiWrfire, and with it burned their fleet in the 
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Propontis. Africa, next invaded, gave itfelf up again a conquered 
province : Spain, Sicily, and Ada's beft poffcffions followed ; but no 
diftrefles cured the Greek emperors of exercifing fcnfclefs cruelties on 
tlieir own family : Gregory killed his brother Theodofius, only becauft 
he thought the people loved him ; and they juftly confidercd this fra- 
tricide more black, as Theodofius was a pricft and deacon, and the 
Emperor had only a week before received the bleffcd facrament at his 
hand. Seeing their fixed diflikc, he flew to Sicily, having made mo- 
mentary peace with the Saracens ; and there his chamberlain or page 
aflaflinated him, A fncceflbr, Mezcntius, chofen by the army, was 
quickly killed by a new Conftantine, called Pogonatu3 ; becaufe, hav- 
ing no beard when he went to Sicily he brought one home with him 
to Conftantinople ; having firft cut off his two brothers' noies, that 
they might not not be called to (hare that power he was unable to de- 
fond, although the ignis gracus ftood him in good ftead, having dc- 
ftroyed thirty thoufand Saracens at once in fome great fca engagement. 
Broke down by foreign loffes, he however refolved to think no more 
about the popedom, and fignificd to Bcnedid II. fucccffor to Adco- 
datus, Donus, Agatho and Leo, all exemplary charaders ; that the 
cledlion of fupreme biihop at Rome fliould ftill (land good, whether 
or not confirmed by mandate from Conftantinople^ This decree con* 
tributed to caufe, not cure, confufion : the Exarch of Ravenna now 
chofe one pope, the people another : diigraceful fcenes and Iharp de- 
bates, called the ninth fchifm, followed ; till Conon was inaugurated, 
and on his death Sergius was forced, with 1 00 lbs* weight of gold, to 
buy ^Ljuft eleftion, and appeafc Pafchal the petty tyrant of Romagna4 
This Sergius was the firft who ordered th/s Bleffed Virgin's nativity to 
be kept holy, and added thefe words to the communion fervicc— " Oh 
" Lamb of God, who t^eft away the fins of the world ;" keeping by 
this me^ns Monothelites and Docetes out of the church, and obliging 
Chriftian people to rcfled, that their Redeemer, though perfcd Go'd^ 
was perfedl man too, of the fiibftance of his mother bom in the world, 
when thus her birth-day was commanded to be held holy. 

. Juftiniaoi 
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Juftinlan, fucceflbr to Pogonatus, difgraced the purple, not only by 
cutting off the nofes, and thrufting out the eyes of his opponents^ 
but finally, by having his own face disfigured by Leontius, who 
afterwards ended his life in a halter, while Juftinian III. not dif- 
pofed to hide, as it was hoped, his uglinefs in a monaftery, after death 
of Tiberius Abfimanis reigned again ; till now the birth of CharksMar- 
tel at Paris, gives us a glimpfe of nafcent civilization and recovering de- 
corum, towards the year 700. Yet even then was Europe threatened 
with frefli calamity, the Normans, or Norwegians, burfting in full 
tides on France^ retarded their felicity, and fuggefted to them a new 
deprecatory fentence, which they added to their litanies, and faid — 
^' From plague, peftilence, and fury of the Normans, good Lord de- 
" liver us/* With this lad and neceflary petition we will clofe this 
long chapter ; for now Pompohius L^etus leaves us, all is dark and 
cheerlefs, and like the embarrafs'd knight in Ibmc old caftle, when his 
fole lamp is blown out with a fudden wind, we wander over mols- 
grown fragments, watching deceitful lights through ivy'd crevices,, 
yet ftepping cautioufly ; for though our laft faint glimmering guide is. 
gone, readers will laugh, not pity when we ftumble. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XII. 

FROM BIRTH OF CHARLES MARTEL, A. D. 760. TO 
CHARLEMAGNE, A. D. 800. 

AN incomplete hiftory is a poor thing, fays the Jcfuit Lc Moinc, 
and a complete hiftory, adds he, fhall not appear but in that year 
which Ihall difcovcr the perpetual motion and the philofopher*s ftone. 
We fay with equal truth, a perfcft fummary of events and circum- 
ftanccs iince the Chriftian aera would be, although a ufcful, no very 
fplendid or reipedable performance, wliile an imperfcdl one is g6od for 
little indeed. We promifcd only Retroaction, and even that grows 
difficult of performance. Yet a word muft be faid concerning lan- 
guage, that firft gift of God, created fingle, but afterwards, to punifli 
otir.miiuie, brc^en into an endlefs variety. The early fcheme of po- 
liticks however, while the fupremc command lodged in a fingle breaft, 
tended in fbme meafurc to iynthetize what had been fuddenly and 
preternaturally decompofed ; and when the fpirit of Omnipotence again 
defbended 2250 years after, *tis thought the variety was much di- 
miniihed, by numbers crouding round one vaft metropolis, as Ninivch 
or Rome. The laft of thefe having fubdued Greece, grew eaiily ena- 
moured of the lovely captive, admired the arts and elegant fpeech of 
their newly incorporated citizens, and polifhcd their old language by 
thefe models, till the tongue fpoken 150 years before Cicero's time 
could hardly, in the days of Antonine, be underflood without a com- 
ment ; witnefs the columna roftrata fet up to commemorate the deeds 
of Duilius in the fecond Punic war, with an infcription puzzling com« 
mon obfervers, of which bifhop Walton, gave a copy and explanation 
not very long ago ; but as the Romans took a tinfturc of the Greek 
expreflion into theirs^ fb they beflowed in return^ corruption to that 

tongue 
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tongue which Ariftotle taught, and Xenophon adorned ; till at kfl, 
mixing with various nations, and fufibring barbarians to break in upon 
them from unknown, unintelligible regions* the Latin language funk 
into decay ; le and lo came in as abbreviations of tile and illo, giving 
the modem caft to fpeech that daily grew more and more crouded 
with articles, whilft ms being cut away from the ends of proper names 
by Apocope, Theodor/V flood for ThcodoricKJ, &c. giving them a 
Ghaelic termination. Abbreviating w^ords is ftill a mark of illiterate 
groifneis in Italy, where Tufcans tell how a foreigner obiervcd that 
bread was called pane at Florence, at Milan pan, at Turin pa^ at Brcfcia 
p only : I fhall, fays he, lofc my bread entirely if I go further north- 
ward, we drop a letter almoft every ftage. But we return to the 
eighth century, when Greek, by the tranflation as we term it of Rome 
to Conftantinople for lb many years, began to lofc her fupcriority, and 
fink into vulgar ufe ; while the bad Latin lately introduced, became the 
court language, and the law language, and kept the command where 
it did not delerve the dominion. Thus like a pure ftream turned 
through a reedy pool ftagnant and mantling, a portion of the polluted 
mals remained, vulgarizing that currency of flowing fpeech that had 
charmed Tully*s ear, and excited Virgil's emulation : till Cruiius, in 
the true fpirit of a fcholar, faid that it would even pity a man's heart 
to fee poor Athens, once {o renowned for eloquence and learning, be- 
come the very head quarters of barbarous and corrupt philology* 
Cniilus indeed, lived not till the fixteenth century, and we have now 
the eighth under reviewal, when Greek vras ftill a living language to 
the Arabs. The accounts of their caliph's trcafuzy and houiehdld 
were kept in Grreek then ; the library of Saxe Gotha ihows many n^ 
rities of this kind, and proves, from Reineiios's colledion of valuable 
MSS. that in the year 758, Homer and Pindar were tranflated by 
the ftudious Iflxmaelites, while Franlts Jpeche is calt Romance, fo fat 
clercs et men of France. Till knowledge, like a well-pieced ftatue of an* 
tiquity was once more broken again, not in the old places merely, but 
in many other parts till then uninjured. Fragments were however liere 

and 
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and there picked up ; Moricnus, a hermit near Jerufalem, wrote ou 
the tranfmutation of metals ; Bocrhaave fays it was tranilated into Latin 
about the year 1 182. Some few devotional trads poorly written, per- 
petuate the name of an old Saxon monk or two ; and fome romatices, 
to the reading of which Damaicius, who lived under the laft Juftintan, 
had given mankind a taftc by his four books of Incredibilities ; for fo 
fuch things were called, till towards the period we are treating of, 
they acquired the name romanty perhaps from having been compofed 
in the court dialeft of the original metropolis, ruined as 'twas ; in con- 
tradiftindion to the Walloon or Gaulifti dialect. We are told of a iy^ 
nod fupprcffing fome of thele romances very early, as being too loofely 
written : they were the compofition of fome bifhop of Tricca, who 
was informed that he muft either burn his book publickly, or renounce 
his church dignities ; like a true author, he preferred the laft.* That 
fome derive the word from romanferoy I invent orjindj in old Spanifli ; 
(whence troubadours or finders) few. are ignorant ; but fcholairs muft in- 
form us whether that word was early enough incorporated into Caftilian 
didion for fuch an etymology to be poffible. On my epitome indeed, 
fcholars will fcarcely be induced to look : 'tis from their labours that I 
light my little twift of fwift-confuming candle to guide fuch only as have 
juft curiofity enough to wifli, and juft time enough to try for aglimpfc 
of RetrQ/pe£iion. That glimpfe difcovers Cracow in Poland ftarting up 
early in this 8th century, and named after Cracus, a noble Pole, chofen 
king by the people, becaufe he alone was found able to deftroy a wild 
beaft which, living in a cave (ftill fliown to travellers) burft out at call 
of hunger from time to time, and did incredible mifchief ; till this bold 
leader conquered him by ftratagem, ftuffing the fkin of a dead calf 
with ibme poifoned force meat, which the monfter greedily devour- 
ing, died. This feems a relaple into the old ftate of fabulous' anti- 

* This fear polTefling the mind of Caftaiieda,^ who lived in 1547» he made him a 
book of afbeftos for fear of the inquifition : it contained an account of his travels to 
cail India. Grouchy tranflated it from Portugeze to French, but it was little worth 
that trouble. 

quity; 
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<ju!ty ; but I fiippofe Poland now was hardly as near civilisation as 
Crete was at the time when Theieus killed the minotduf. Spain, 
fcarcely Icfs barbarous^ faw abmit that period Roderick the Vifigoth, put 
out his lather's, eyes ; and Julian, fo juftly called the traitor, fetch in* 
the Saracens who over-nitt the country, pcrlecuted the Chriftian re- 
ligion, and fo completely fettled in their kingdom, that k took ik cen- 
turies at Icaft to drive them out: all were ftot gone till 1493. The Pope 
and the Venetians were amufed meantime by reciprocating prefcnts of 
reliqucs and of palls, and tryiftg to keep peace between the contending 
bifliops of Grada and Aquileia. While the young Duke of Frifia, a 
new convert, requeftcd baptifm, which was preparing, but as he put 
his firft leg into the font, having unluckily aiked where they iuppofed 
his late good father was-— an exemplary prince ; and the unfeeling 
priefts bluntly replying — Why in hell to hejkre ! Radbold was (hocked, 
and not proceeding further with the eeremony, enquired again con- 
cerning feme old anceftor of eminence for virtue, although ignorant of 
Chriftian obligation— -receiving the fame unqualified anfwer then^ that 
all were damned \ he drew his leg <|toickly but of the Water, protefting 
he preferred, in the nejct world, thmf company to that of men fb harfli 
and ib intolerant. The ftory fays he died in three days after. While 
Venda, princefs of Polonia rcfiifed all converfation on religious fub- 
jeds ; and when hard prefled, to avoid further controverly devoting 
hcrfclf to her own pagan deities, flew to the river's brink, and head- 
long dalhed into the Vifl:ula. She was daughter to the monfler Tamer, 
whofe two fons killing each other, left the realm to Venda their fitter, 
who by this raflmefs ended the Ihort dynafty.* A Syrian impoftor now 

♦ Venda flew from difputes to death j but flie fled from tongue difputants only : in 
conteftft (he better uiid«rfk)od« Rittogtnifiy a German Princei acknowledged her fuperi^ 
oritjr : He had iovadad her dominions under preteace of her having broken a Gontra£k . 
of marriage with him ; but the Amazonian dame defended herfelf fo well, and de« 
feated his troops fo Ihamefuliy, that unable to endure the difgrace of flying from a wo* 
man in battle, he ftabbed himfelf in the field. 

Vox. I. C c prevailed 
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prevailed on many to think him the Meffiah ; he perfuaded Ifgird the 
Saracen to pull down images, proniifmg that prince a reign of forty ycars^ 
Ifgird let bravely to work, but dying the tenth day by hand o( an af- 
iailin, his fon in revenge ftabbed the impoftor on the fpot. This was 
not the wretch called Eon or D'Eon, a very proper appellation for 
dubious and myftcrious charaAers. Jortin mentions one fo called, 
but fubfcquent to this, four centuries at leaft-, who fet himfelf up fof 
the Son of the Moft High ; but thefe were days of darknefs, and me- 
teors, kindled by putrefying credulity, were ealily mlftaken for ftars. 
Such was the melancholy ftate of general knowledge, that a prieft of 
no fmail dignity did, in Bavaria, chriften a profelyte in normtie patrta et 
JUta et Jptrita fa7i6ia. Some one who had more fcbolarihip told the 
Pope on't, requefting that the perfon Ihould be rebaptized ; but Za- 
chary faid it was no matter, the clergyman, was orthodox and meant 
welL Meanwhile Gervilius, who had committed murder with im- 
punity, was deprived and imprifoned for keeping a tame haw k. Eng- 
knd feemed to enjoy more illumination than Mentz in this century 
however ; while venerable Bede gave us a bright example of blame- 
lefs condud, and of calm refearch into the deep- hidden ftores of learn- 
ing. Ceolfridhis tutor walked to Rome to get books for him, yet his 
chief care was about the proper day for keeping Eafter. The pupil's 
fancy was not fo reftrained : his beautiful defcription of hell has been 
fuppofed to have been read with care by Milton and by Dante ; where 
he tells how a Northumberland monk died, and came back to life ; 
but In the interval a young man in fliining apparel appeared to him, 
and filently led him to a deep valley, one fide formed of an entire flieet of 
flames, the other, enormous glacieres of piled up fnow and ice. The 
reftlefs fouls with which the valley fwarmed, were everlaftingly Ihift- 
ing fides. This valley ended in a plain of folid fire we read : a large 
well in the midft, fpouting flames up to the high vaulted roof; this 
fountain furrounded too by daemons who drew delinquents in, with 
fiery forks^ whilft the refluent and fierce volcano forc'd them up again* 

I have 
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I have fecn a piAure of Old Frank rcprcfenting Helas drear abode 
much in this manner ; the name too is Runic : Italians, and the na- 
tions near, all lay Inferno ; but painters are obliged to Bede for 
another common fubjedl, as Marvilliana tells. He firft, diverting on 
tl e three kings offering, obferved thatMelchior being old and having 
a long beard, prefented gold to Chrifl as King; Gfafpar being young, 
brought frankincenfe to him as God ; and Balthazar^ of dark com- 
plexion, made his tender of myrrh as to a man of woes.* They arc 
thus rcprefented almoft in every pifture through the world even now ; 
but after a laborious life well fpent^ exciting and communicating thole 
ideas which, fpringiiig up in fuch a mind, .fertilized all around him ; 
our venerable Bede expired in 735, I think, and a poor pupil of his be- 
ing defirous to compofe an epitaph worthy fo valuable a perfbnage, 
and finding after long ftudy, that 

Haec funt in foila 
Bcda prefbyteri ofla, 

was no good verfe, he refolved (as a likely method) to faft till he had 
found one ; when having been much troubled in his fleep, the word 
venerahiUs came luckily into his head ; whereupon he waking, finiihed 
the nicely accomplilhed work with 

Haec funt in fofla 
Bedse venerabilis ofla. 

It was then but fair that he Ihould go to breakfaft ; yet was it to that 
filly accident, Calvifius thinks, that the honourable appellation was 
bellowed which our fage had fo ferioufly deferved. 

Such were the times with us and with the Germans, while the 
gay Franks enlarged their wide domain, improved their language, re- 
fined their manners, and were governed in much happinefs and daily 

* There is a manufcript in the Harleian colleaion refolving the ftory of the three 
Kings into alchemy. They ofFer'd Chrift, 'd$ faid, the animal, vegetable, and mi- 
neral kingdoms. The incenfe muft have been mujk by that explanation. 
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encrcafing fplendour by the filmed Maire du Pakds, Charles Martelr 
iumamed fo from his martial qualities, which infpired him, after ad- 
ing the part of an illuftrious general, by conquering Saxons, Bavarians, 
and a long et cetera, to feize upon Provence and Burgundy, and de- 
fying Rainfroi to iingle combat, put all upon the iiTue — ^and after his 
viAory to rule the conquered nations with prudence ; for Charle* 
Martcl, although never king, bore fway more abfolute than ever king 
did, whiie Pepin's fame was loft in his fuperior blaze, and no man*s 
fword furpafs'd his long-remember*d hammer.* Mayor of Paris was 
his only title ; but mayor, or major, or great e/i in every fenfe, was the 
fit tide for fo adive and ardent a charader. He inftituted the Order 
of Genette in honour of his wife, whofc name Janctte he took de- 
light in perpetuating ; and when Pope Gregory III. and he corre- 
fponded, the pontiff put his oven name laji. A new dynafty however 
begins in Pepin I. of the Carlovingians, who loft his fitter to Odilo 
duke of Bavaria, but retook her, and fubdued her hafty lover ; while 
the emperors of the weft, if fuch they might now be called, amufed 
themielves with knocking down images inftead of enemies, obtaining 
the Ibufbriquet of Iconoclaftes rather than heroes or legiflators. They 
had to lament befides a great deftruAion among their fubjcds, who 
dropt down ftruck by peftilence, as their images fell before ftruck. by 
the axe, and the pricfts cried — ^A judgment ! but in vain. Luit- 
prand, now wearied with the iight of exarchical tyranny, drove Eu- 
tychius the eunuch from his ufurpation at Ravenna, and fo the fevcnth 
form of government ceafcd, after remaining in force one hundred and 
eighty-two years. The popedom is the laft. See chap. xvii. of St. 
John s Apocalypfe, loth and 1 1 th verfes. " For there ^x^feven rulers; 
*' five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not come ; and when he 
'* Cometh he will continue but a ihort fpace. And the beaft which 
" was and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the feven, and goeth 
'' into perdition." St. John wrote under the emperors. The firft five 

♦ Some fay he was fo named of his battlc-a«e, which refembled tliat iafirument ; 
but mart el was not the French word for a hammer in 750. 

forms 
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forma^of government were paft : the exarchate did, as he prophefied, 
continue but a fhort Ipace : the papacy came laft. That all referred 
to Rome we have the angel's word ; for fays he, " The woman that 
*^' thou fccft is that great city which reigns over the kings of the 
" earth." Kings, confuls, di<5lators, decemvirs, triumvirs, emperors, 
exarchs, popes, were the eight rulers that he faw in vifion, I fuppofe. 
Eight has been always a marked number.* Eight fouls were faved from 
univerfal deftrudion at the Flood, and eight more (of which thofe 
were perhaps a type) we fee appointed to preach falvation to the 
jiewly regenerated world after our Saviour's death. Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John, James, Jude, Peter and Paul, are the men whofe writings 
have within tliem the key of our falvation. Their works were how- 
ever ftrangely negleded, and I might almoft fay forgotten, in the fa- 
vage century now under RetroJpeSiony when a council held fome where 
in Germany prohibited the eating of horfe-flefh among Chriftians, 
and cutting off the ears and tail of cattle yet alive for men's meat. 
Slitting nofcs was a common praftice. Anfprand, the Lombard prince, 
had a fon whofe eyes were thruft out by Aripert his rival ; almoft in 
mercy that he fbould not fee his mother and his fifters' nofes flit, fo as 
completely to divide the feature into two equal parts. The Greek 
emperor Juftinian's predeceifor, Leontius, had his face thus disfigured 
by Abfimarus, who reigned feven years; and while the Saracens wnerc 
wafting Romandiola and preparing to befiege Conftantinople, thele 
infatuated rulers of what they called the world, introduced a new cus- 
tom of kiiTmg the Pope's toe. A Syrian pontiff, Conflantine by name, 
fii:ft fufFered the ceremony to be performed at Nice, A. D. 710, by 
Juftinian III. His fucceflbrs of courfe continued it. And Stephanus 
III. a Roman pope, was borne upon -mens' fhoulders with new and ex^ 
traordinary pomp. Nor did he reft contented with mere fliovs^, having 

* We find the caliph Motaflem Jong afterwards. A. D. 850, afliimingthe name of 

Oilonary^ upon this not quite expired principle of eight being a lucky number. That 

its good fortune referred to fcripture reafons originally, Mr. Gibbon will not inform 

us of courfe. 

obtained 
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obtained no fewer than twenty-two cities from Pepin king of France, 
by thrca cn'ng him with damnation on refnfal. Fleury himfelf blames 
this proceeding, and fays 'twas aftual robbery, no better. But every 
thing cmtinued to fwell the now returning tide of Roman greatnefs, 
which foon drove Aftolpho forcibly from the Romagna, and poflef- 
fing itfelf of Corfica, Parma, Rhegio, Mantua, with the duchies of 
Spoleto and Benevento, grew up into a foUd and formidable power ; 
whilft on the other hand Mahometanifm inundated all Perfia and Ar- 
menia, threatening the empire's capital, where Leo Ifaurus reigned 
twenty-four years, father to Conftantine Copronymus,* whom he 
married to the beautiful and wife daughter of Chaganus the Hunne. 
She was converted and baptized by name of Irene ; but Leo, though 
an orthodox believer, was warm in the belief of forccry, and fcourgcd 
an officer of ftatc almoft to death for not condemning to die three 
haplefs wretches accufed of making a child, whom they never faw, 
deaf and dumb ; and if fuch follies prevailed near to the feat of em- 
pire, well might our northern climates be infefted. 

Franckfort upon the Main was built about this time, and Cimbric 
Cheribnefus grew better known as Denmark, divided into two duke- 
doms Blaking and IIalla?it, while Scotland exhibited fccnes of tragical 
diftrefs from Fergus their king's loofe condud, and the bitter revenge 
of his too jealous queen, who ftrangled him in his fleep, nor would con- 
fefs her favage cruelty till many innocent fubjecfts had been tortured. 
When her own favourite was brought forward to examination, flie 
however owned her guilt, took all upon herfclf, and ended the dreadful 
drama by fuicide. Their nearcft neighbours followed the fell example, 
and Brithric, a king of Wclfcx, as I remember, was poifoned by his 
wife Edburga.f This horrible event had indeed no confequences ; for 

• So called from an accident which happened to the font wliilft the infant prince 
was baptiziug. 

t Edburga meant the poifon for her rival, and the king took it by miftakc; yet 
fuch was the Saxous' lionor of this cgime, they made a law immediately that no 
female fhould reign in their country. 

Egbert 
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Egbert, fole furviving defcendant of the old race, who boafted their 
defcent from Woden, now was called from France, and confidered as 
chief of the Saxon heptarchy. Stern in the field, and fubtle in the clo- 
fet, that prince vanquiflied them that oppofed, and baffled thofe that 
confpired againfl; him. The Britons in Cornwall and the ever hardy 
Northumbrians leem to have held out longeft, but at length all fub- 
mitted, and Egbert reigned fole monarch, being folemnly crowned 
king of Angle Land or England, by which name our nation has ever 
fince been known. But Wales, protefted by its mountains, remained 
unfubdued : and Egbert, though a wife and valiant, was I conceive a 
truly illiterate fovereign, over a people yet fo generally unlearned, that 
an eclipfe was reckoned ominous among 'cm, and an idea of witch- 
craft poifoned that peace of mind which privation of luxury ought to 
have beftowed. 

Incapable of intelle<flual pleafures, our unwatched nobles however 
rioted in fenfual indulgence ; and focial forrows being then unknown, 
they wept misfortunes caufed by inevitable neceffity as the work of fomc 
fecret enemy, and punifhed an innocent neighbour for magick, if the 
heir of a great houfe became deformed or fickly : the bad Being was 
thought to have, and to exert prodigious power in oppofition to the 
good one ; who now and then rcftored a man to life by miracle, the 
grand proof of his fuperiority. All this was oriental fuperftition ; but 
every thing (hews that refurreftion of a human body is accounted the 
greateft, as moft defired, ftretch of power. Medea's kettle, (a Chal- 
dean incantation, as I've read) and Odin's fong, all labour to cfFecft 
that purpofe. Abdalla the Saracen, indeed, fet his face refolutely 
againft thefe whimfies, and prohibited the ftudy of demonology ; nor 
can we deny that, after the calamities fuftaincd by literature in conse- 
quence of thofe incurfions which overwhelmed learning and almoft 
common fenfe ; the Arabs led the way to light again, and the ftar 
once more Ihone from the eaftern world. The caliphs now procured 
Greek writers, which were tranllatcd into Arabick ; not poets, except 

Homer, 
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Homer, which Edcffenus, a Maronite allronomer, rendered into Sy- 
riack in 7/0 ; nor orators, for what had a Bafla to do with Athenian 
exclamations in praife of Hberty ! Political reading intercfted them 
ftili Icfs, and ethicks were fuperfeded by the Koran. Mathematical, 
Tnctaphyfical, and phyfical knowledge, was however not unwelcome, 
and Bocrhaav e has borne tcftimony to the cxadlneft of Jcber's experi- 
ments ; but we return to our fummary. Alphonfo of Spain refumed ' 
the long dormant title of Catholicus ; he drove out Arianifm from his 
dominions, to which he added newly recovered Navarre, and many 
valuable towns in Portugal. His fon Froila was the firft who, abbre- 
viating the title Dominus, changed it to Dom or Don ; but Poland 
yet remained far, far behind. When Lefcus Primiflaus died, who had 
fucceeded upon the felf-deftru6lion of Venda, a controveriy arofe con- 
cerning the fucceffion ; nor could the diet, for there w^a^ a diet then, 
contrive a more equitable mode of decifion than that of crcdting a 
pillar on a high plain, and fixing likewife the darting poft, they next 
iiTued a proclamation for all candidates to repair thither, and whoever 
fliould gallop (firft to the column on a given morning, was to receive 
the crown ^ his reward. Many nobles prepared to run for fuch a 
plate, and one of them named Lefcus, coufin to the laft king, having, 
fjiys the ftory, ftiod his horfe with iron, a new invention, and throw- 
ing little fpikcd bails like hedge-hogs out of his pocket to embarrafs and 
retard his competitors, won the race ; but a young man keeping clofc 
to his fide, difcerned the fraud, and Lefcus was condemned to be torn 
to pieces by four wild horfcs ; and did not, like Darius Hyftafpes ten 
.centuries before, obtain a kingdom by his iXJean deceits. 'Tis ftrangc 
that fuch a method of election Ihould have been twice adopted by 
mankind ; nor can we fufpeil the Poles of imitation. They had, I 
think, Oliver heard of the occurrence as 'tis related in the Perfian hif- 
tory, fo that the fancy muft have been original the iecond time as well 
as the firft. Let its rep^ition reconcile thofe who read on't to quiet 
.acquicfccnce in hereditary right ; iince people who try tx) hinder God 

Almighty 
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Almighty from appointing them a ruler, only put their choice as it ap* 
pears into the power of their hbrfe. About that period was built or 
repaired; for it was Seleucia* before, the well-known city of Bagdat, and 
diftant far, and far lefs famous, \va$ founded our beautiful cathedral of 
Wells, in Somerfetfhire, dedicated to St. Andrew. Valois feems to 
think that 'twa3 about this, time Ifnard, a monk, wrote his martyro- 
^<%7» ^ hook efteemed in that day, and defpiied in this beyond its real 
ilandard of defert. An odd thing too was related and believed near 
this period — how a ftone coffin was dug up in, Thrace, containing a 
man*s body quite entire — this infcription lying on his bofom, in cha- 
racters completely legible, Chriftus nafcetur ex Virgme Maria, et ego 
credo in eum. Sub Con/iantino et Irene impp. Ofoll iterum mevidehis. 
** Chrift was born of the Virgin Mary, and I believe in him. Oh 
'^ fim ! thou Ihalt fee me agfiin under the reign of Conftantine and 
" Irene." That hour was arrived, and Leo their fon, was born two 
years after the dreadful peftilcnce; when the difputes concerning 
images ran high, and Waliph, a Saracen leader, cut out the tongue of 
Peter, biihop of Damafcus, for preaching againfl: Mahometanifm, 
Conftantine had more fuccefs againft the images than againft the in- 
fidels however ; the Bulgarians beat him fhamefuUy by land, and his 
fleet againft the Saracens was loft in a tempcft ; he aflbciated his fon 
Leo, commanded the monks at Ephefvis to marry or lofe their eyes, 
and died' univerfally detcfted and defpifed. . His fon reigned only a few 
years after : he too wedded a princefs named Irene, eminent for love- 
linefs and wifdom, a native of Athens, and known to hiftory by 
name of Irene the Cruel : by her he had a fon called Conftantine, whofe 
fucceflion was accelerated by his father's avarice; for Leo the fourth fee- 
ing a rich jewel given as a votive offering in the church, feized it 

* Perhaps it was not af^ually Seleucia neither ; Seleucus Nicator built his city a little 
lower ; but I fuppofe that does not iignify . Bagdat was called Medinet^ or Salam^ the 
city of peace, by the Caliphs afterwards. Salanu the oriental falutation, mcznh peace be 
to you. Irenopolis is another of its names, for the fame reafon. Irene meam peace 
too. Pato y Ganfoy Anferony tres cofasfuenen mas unafon^ fays the Spanifh proverb. 

Vol. I. D d himfelf, 
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Himfclf^ and putting it on his head within the cap of ftate^ fell dowlx 
apoplcftick : the priefts confidcred this death as a judgment fix>m God^ 
and his phyficians attributed it to the fudden cold« By ^at accident 
the power dropt iiito Irene's hatids^ who, during her fon s long mino? 
rity, rendered herfdf juftly famous for having fitted out a powerful fleet 
lb chcdt the Saracens' progtefs by fea. She likewiie recorered the 
bid Pcloponnefus (n5w to be caJted Morea) from the Sclavoniara,. wh6 
then were wafting Theflaly aAd Thrace : in>that pr^ihcb llie rep^rod 
the city Beroe or Bertea, mehtioned'in the AAs of the Apbftles as one of 
the towns converted by St, Paul, A. D. 53, and called it after hcrfcl^ 
Irenopolis : 'tis E/kizadra at the time I am writing, and in pofieifion 
of the Grand Signon Her imprifonment of Helpidius, governor of 
Sicily, in a deep dungeon, where he, his wife and children, pcriflied 
altogether, was but a flight fpecimen of jEhid -Princcfs'& crueltyl • She 
caiifed* her hu(band*s half btothers, fohs of GoprOttymus by Eudocia, to 
be all killed or banifli^d, or incapacitated, by Which that race was ren- 
dered extind: which had fo lohg ruled the fcaft. Attempts w^crc made 
at fetting up the progeny of fomc remoter fovereign, long deceaied ; 
Irene blinded them and flit their nofes. That (he might, m TAslo 
i)etH's phrafe, *' fup full with horrors," flie next thruft out the eyes of 
Conftantine her only fbn, and that in a manner fo needlefsiy painful, 
that he lurvived the loft of them a few weeks only, and died, obferving 
'twas on that day five year? he had himfolf, with her confent^ fo.ferved 
his two afpiring uncles. *Tis told us hoW tlie fun d&rken'd fourteen 
days together at that period ; and if he did indeed withdraw his head 
not to behold fuch crimes, who can wonder ? When the command 
to mafllacre a thoufand men in one night, was by the fame female 
fiend added to the mutilation and confequent death of hej only child. 

— -~ Fugit aurea Coelo 
Luna ; tegunt nigrce latitantia iidera nubes, 

fays Ovid, on the idea of guilt purfuing its no<ftumal gratifications ; 
and though hiftory may term that mere poetick exclamation, yet furely 

to 
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tD relate, of \Ghriftian potentates, acflions which woiild pollute even a 
pagan page, xmiQ: tend to '£A\ the mind with ftronag coaviclion, that* 
no hopes cvtn of heaven itielf, can allure fallen humanitj to virtue, no • 
terrors of eternal puniihmcnt itfclf fright us from vice, without that' 
fpectal grace preventing us, which good difpofitions only can receive, 
and humble fouls alone will pray for. Succefsful ibvcrcigns are always 
favourites with their people. The fair Irene was eminently fo ; and 
had'flie fctbbrne interfering with her fon's love- affairs, ilie might have, 
reigned long fble'Emprefs of the Eaft notwithtlanding her known 'cha-: 
rafter for cruelty* But Conftantine, in the true fpirit of youthfui in- 
dependence, refufcd to accept his mother s choice, and wed at her. 
command a bafe-bom, though beautiful Armenian. He feized the 
lieins of government himfclf, provoked by that encroachment on his 
free-will; and: hearing that Ijer forces had been defeated.in Italy, catch'd' 
the kind moment when minds were difcoritented ; then- gainhngjcafy 
acoe& ta the Oueen, dragged her away, depofed, confined^ and would* 
^ ^ . kave banifhed her, but that the nobles rofo np 'm a mafs, and threat-* 
^ ened the yoimg Emperor with inilant dcfedion, if Irene^thc iovely ind^ 
betoved* was not immediately ^cm/^^- Their prince compJied j the 
lady dnce relcafed, let loofe-he^ ftrong revenge ,* arid ConftantineV 
agonizing death followed ifwifton her reftoration:/ But whilft to6nility^ 
appeared -in this'' ftate of more than difmal decay, religious feiids dif- 
traded rrall mankind, and nuriiberlefs lives were loft in the conteft/ 
whetl^rthe holy Spirit of God ihould be faid to proceed ^r^w or by 
the operation of the fecond perfon in the trinity, . Severities, autho- 
rized by a- council at Friuli,-aHcnated -many, -and cauied the death of 
ttxore : people' were killed, they fearcely knew- for Vvhy ; till the Greek 
and Romsan churches at length feparated with a rancpur unworthy 
ChriittajflS^upon a difference of opmicm, :fcarce difcernible,^nd moft dif- 
ficult to be defined even by dccpeft reafoners ; . yet daily then difcufl'ed 
by ignorance, and pronounced upon, by rafli and precipitate piety, un-. 
knowing where 'twould le^d to* If hpwevcr> the Greeks coqld not 

D d 2 exa<aiv 
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exaAIy comprehend their brcthren*s, nor nicely explain their own ideas 
of hypoftatick union, all could now fee and feel the vaft encroachments 
of the papal power. The head of your church faid the Patriarch of 
Conftantinople Ihall never be fupremc over ours; he is not now a bi- 
Ihop, but an emperor. The Turk's turban is as welcome to us as is 
is the pope's tiara. This fpeech was grofs, and infolent, and criminal, 
and has been fevercly puniflied by Providence; but the provocation was 
too great to bear. Pope Adrian however, difplayed even in thefe days 
much of ufeful and undeniable merit ; his nominal dillinftion was 
yet dear to Rome— or what was left of it : and to convince them 
he deferved his name, when Tyber made a furious inundation, this 
Pontiff fpent his own wealth to repair the walls, as far as loolbs. weight 
of gold would go ; whilfl in the Lateran, he daily fed one hundred 
poor folks from his own privy purfe. He protefted the arts too, mu- 
fick efpecially ; and promoted literature, fuch as it was : his letters* are 
ftill extant Fm informed, and prove his elegance fcarce inferior to his 
virtue. Organs were now heard in fcveral churches both of France 
and Italy ; a bifhoprick was fixed at Ofnaburgh ; the univerfity of 
Pavia was founded, and Magdeburgh, fpoiledby the Vandals, was re- 
paired *by Charles, foon to be called Charlemagne. This city.ftands 
upon the Elbe, and was called Parthenopolis in heathen days, fron^ 
Venus, who had there a fhrine of peculiar notoriety. She left none of 
her beauty in the place, I think, when her fine ftatue was taken away.. 
'Tis obfervable that Flanders began to break and divide now inta 
Teutonic, Gallic, and Imperial ; but England was a prey to Daniib 
wvagers, who wafted the little Ifland of Shepey, returning quickly toi 
their Ihips indeed, but heavy laden with fpoiL They came again o£ 
eourfe, making theiir landing good in Cornwall, where traces yet rfc-^ 
main of tUeir oppreflive cruelty. 1 know not why invafion was {o 

In Adrian's letters to Charlemagne it is obfcrvable that he figns his own name laft ;. 
this was no trifling etiquette : Zenobia put her name firft in her correfpondence with 
AuKlian— He laid ihc'fliould repent \\r-and ff^Jhf did. 

cafy;. 
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eafy ; England had been envied long before Egbert's time for naval 
fuperiority, yet thefe idolatrous and favage Danes made perpetual and 
fucccfeful incurfions on our ifland, as if the fca had then been no lecu- 
rity. Though King OfFa, who died, as fay fome of the little books, 
at dear Offley, in Hertfordshire, where we ufed to try at tracing me-r- 
morials of him in my early youth, had entered into a commercial 
treaty with France, whence Pepin fent him two filkcn vefts, I think, 
and a Hungarian fword ; all infufficient to keep out the Danes, who 
teazed a prince more powerful than he was, and retarded by inceffant 
hoftilities, the confolidation of our realm under Egbert himfelf ; but 
De?«Froila of Spain, here claims attention, as he not only took that ap- 
propriate appellative himfelf, but beftowed it on all his nobles, partly to 
diftinguifti them from Moors and Jews, who occupied large part of his 
dominions. The Spaniards ftill calling our bleflcd Saviour Do?i Chrifto> 
ieems to us, at firft fight, ridiculous ; they mean howxver neither more 
nor lefs than we do by Lord Jefus, In old editions of Moliere we fee 
it printed Dom Juan, Ihewing that the word is a mere abbreviation' 
of Domtnus. This Froila had the epithet chaftc beftowed on him for 
living (although married) in a ftate of celibacy, after the birth of his 
only child Alphonfo, during whofe reign the Moors, who deferved no^ 
fuch epithet, made war againft his fubjefts for the demanded tribute 
of Celtiberian virgins, ftipulated by fome old treaty to be given up ta 
them every year. Alphonfo took up arms againft thefe barbarians,, 
deftroyed 7000 of them, raifed the fiege of Lifbon, and made a league 
with Charles. To this young hero, fon of Pepin the Short,, and Ber- 
thaldc the Fair, who won viftory after viftory from Saracens, Saxons„ 
Lombards — all who oppofed him, the fame of Charles Martel feemed a 
praecurfor, not a rival; like the aurora of Guide, when ftye fcatters flowers 
before the glowing car of day, fwift following where Ihe leads and points 
his path. Barcelona and Hucfca owned his power, the Huns and Abares 
trembled at his arm ; Sweden and Norway bleflcd his miffionaries, Pope 
Adrian begged to be godfather to hb fon, whofe mother lived not to fee 

half 
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half his glories ; and Charlemagne, juftly fo called, took folemnly the 
nanmes of Caefar Auguftus, Thcfe heroick exploits, with his repairing 
the Roman eagle, firft fplitting it in tw©, that the heads might look- 
both ways, in compliment to the cxifting powers at Conftantinoplc,- 
with his fcveritics to fome unhappy Lombards, of which 'tis faid, he 
decollated "40*0* in on&ds^, might eafily recommend his perfqn to. 
Irene, who offbfed him frlarriagc, on which he, though, the lady was. 
much older than hlmfclf, took time to deliberate ; when her ileward,. 
or chamberlain, by a fudden and fuccefsful confpiracy, feized oil that 
cruel princefs, and forced her into an ifland of the archipelago, Mity- 
lene, I believe, the Lelbos of antiquity ; where Ihe expired of grief, 
and with her death, however well-defervcd, died much of glory to 
the eaftcnjL feJjlfMite. Some fay ,that\Charlcmijgtie was. the firft. Charles 
who ever wrote his name with a C, *twas Karrulus before i but Mc/,e-» 
ray thinks his name muft have been engraved, for that he could not 
write or read at all, and faid on fbme occaiion — " There, I. have, figi>ed 
*' the treaty ^ith the poVnmcbof my Jwx)rd, and promife J^olmaintain 
'* it with the point." This might; however^ be mere Jafojk Je par Icr ;, 
2 can fcarce think that man fo ignocant, whd cauicd to be w^ritten tho 
famous MS. of Terence's Comedies, . ftillr to be feen, or lately, in the 
Vatican. Mttilros, a Scotfman, who had in his youth beea pupU to 
venerable JBede, hccdme in his age m fort of preceptor, afliftant at Icafl 
to Charlemagne : and when he founded the univerfity of Pavia, this 
diftinguilhed North Briton aded as his agent. 

The year 800 then faw England imited under one monarch ; tho 

cities^ of Drefden and Nuremberg, built by the King of France, and 

thaf -Prince folemnly crowned by Pope Leo IIL at Rome, as Emperoit 

rfthe ^^;>tipori Chriftmas-day. The old Spaniih hiftorians mein-r 

"- • - .* . * i , . • ' 

* Say it who will» it imK HeceflSirily be a lie : the fwlft ^ediiig guillotine alone 
(ould make difpatch like this. There are but 1440 minutes in a day, and *tis eaUIei; 
to utter a falfehood every lixty feconds, than it is to take away the life of a man« 

tionine 
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tioning thcfe events, ilofe them, with an intended climax, that on the 
fame great day of the fame memorable year, St. Jago was acknow- 
ledged tutelar faint and patron of all Spain. Italians recoiled how the 
Doge of Venice threw the Biihop of Grad*^ from a high tower, be- 
caufe he refufed conlecration to that prince's favourite ; and French- 
men tell of the iniiitutlon of their twelve peers. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

FROIVI THE CROWNING OF CHARLEMAGNE 800, TO THE 
DEATH OF ALFRED, A. D. QOO. 

LIFE takes a new appearance under the reign of Charlemagne. 
Knights, joufts, tournaments, minftrels, ladies ; charafters which 
have yet fcarcely croffed over our little camera ohfcura^ now aft their 
parts, and croud forward to the view of RetroJpeSiion. Yet this new 
colour, if we call it fuch, that gives a future tint to manners and to 
life, is but the (hading off to gentler orange of that blood red, which 
marked fo long the now merely nominal Roman empire. When the 
inhabitants of Germany's black forefts firft left their native woods for 
the rich vales of Italy, they carried to the fcene of adlion, with their 
refiftlefs genius for conqueft, a fettled intent to beftow modes of living, 
not accept them. Their purpofe did fucceed furprizingly, old cuftoms 
were broken up and died away, and a new fyftem was eftablifhing it- 
felf apace in all the nations of Europe. The efirth was parcelled out to 
various individuals, who maintained their portions independent of fiipe- 
rior power, and Charlemagne fwayed a fceptrd fupported by barons — 
he ihook not his truncheon over trembling flaves — the form of things 
was changed — 

The ceafe of Majefty 

Dies not alone, but like a gulf doth draw 

What's near it, with it. 'Tis a maiTy wheel 

Fix'd on the fummit of the higbefl mount. 

To whofe huge fpokes ten thoufand leiler things 

Are mortic'd and adjoin'd. Shaksspear. 

The 
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The feudatorial lyftem of high-fpirited nobles, who each com- 
manded a large troop of yaflals, and bound themfelves to bring them 
forth at a great leader's call, for defence of their own territories, or for 
the acqtiiiition^of new ones, had a ferocious appearance upon the 
whole ; but the general inclination fof war was foftened by the refped: 
paid to beauty, which they confidered as their juft and bright reward. 
Each generous bofom beat cit the call of valour, but could not by his 
own authority feize on the fighed for privilege, or bear arms without 
permiffion. Birth, age, and qualifications were to be examined, and 
while difficulty irritated defire, the lady languiflied for a gallant lover, 
diftinguiflied by his martial talents, and the youth panted for the 
happy moment when once adorned by the bright lance and Ihield, he 
fliould throw at her feet a hero, acknowledged fuch by his comrades, 
a knight refpeded even by his fbvereign. Chriftianity was likewife 
young in the world, openly and with violence attacked by Saracens, 
tacitly fneered at by unbelieving Jews, detefted as a fuccefsful enemy 
by Pagans. The votaries of religion thought it was man's firft duty 
. to protect her ; Turpin, Archbifliop of Rheims, fought valiantly in the 
field, by fide of Charlemagne, and 'tis on that principle that we even 
yet fee the fword drawn in Poland at the moment of pronouncing the 
creed. 

Theology thus mingling itfelf with perfbnal courage, and enthu- 
fiaftick piety enflamed by romantick love, not only fent innumerable 
warriors to contend in the field of battle, for palms of valour and prizes 
of beauty ; but difpofed mankind to think befide that conqueft denoted 
the approhatmiy as well as the care of heaven. Private quarrels were 
adjufted, not by cold equity, but martial prowefs ; a champion was 
granted to females, who could not defend themfelves from injury,' 
and the next kinfman commonly prefled forward to take on him the 
commendable office. Single combats whetted the general keennefs 
for renown, and all concluded, that he who fell had merited his fate. 
When fword and fliield were thus cffential to exiftence, when they 

Vol. I. K e were 
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were confidered as folc arbitrators of honour, fole inftruments of hap-- 
pinefs ; what wonder if we find them cherifhed to abfurdity. Marks 
of diftiniftion, devices, and imprefes, were affixed upon the fecond, by 
which to know each other in the battle ; and baptiCn was, I fear,, 
very folemnly beftowed upon the firft. Thus Roland called his fa- 
vourite fword Durandal, we know — Joycufc was the name of that 
worne by Charlemagne. Hamburgh was built by this extraordinary 
character, and Halberftadt famed for its pied Piper in 1 376. Charle- 
magne's twelve peers are, by romance, given to our Arthur ; they arc 
indeed fo neceflary to the old writers of thefe times, that I queilion 
whether Sir Thefeus and Sir Alefaundre had not twelve peers each.. 
Thefeus indeed, thofe authors made a laint of; but faints and knights 
were all that poffeffed mens minds — 

With ftore of ladies^ whofe bright eyes- 
Rain influence and judge the pri^e, 
In wit or arms, whilit all contend 
To win her grace whom all commend. 

The peers were twelve, becaufe the apoftles had been twelve, ap- 
pointed by our Saviour to fit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Ifrael. Chriftening fwords* was fcarcely left off till towards 
the time of our Queen Elizabeth ; our tutelary faint made his full 
famous in all ballad ftory, — 

Wiien George, he (havcd the dragon's beard, 
And Afkehn was his razor. 

But it was not peculiar taCliriftianity. Mahomet had nine fwords^ 
the name of one was deaths of another piercing rui?i ; and Odegir, the 

* Odin's horfe, and Odin's fword, had names ; Sleipncr fjlefp n'eer) and Tjrfing ; I 
dop't know what tlrfing meant. The daugliter of Hialmar comes in the night for 
Tilling ; it was made by the dwarfs, and had peculiar properties, difpofing her to dif- 
Uub the dead that die might obtain it. 

Dane ; 
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Dane, a Pagan I believe, called his keen wc3,ponJpatha: wliencc 
fpada, and efpada^ atiijpath buckler, corrupted in our old plays to 
Jvoajh buckler. Charlemagne meanwhile, though a mere fbldier, 
fcorned not thofe arts which he forbore to cultivate ; but brought to 
France matters of arithmetick, and fome fay grainmar. He was like- 
wife, although a warlike prince, eminently gentle tempered * and in- 
dulgent to his children. A pretty ftory of princefs Imma and her 
lover is related in the Spectator from Marquahand Frehcr. The gal- 
lant was Eginhart, who fays of his Sovereign when be writes his life, 
that he could fpeak Latin as eafily as his own native Frankifh, but that 
in Greek he had a bad pronunciation. When at the death of this 
great man the empire was .again divided among his children, he 
•charged them to live well with one another ; and having fpilt deluges 
of blood in order to unite the weft under one head, he willingly by 
teftament parted it among his fons, giving to Pepin Italy alone, to 
Louis le Debonnaire, France, with the exception of Normandy, which 
went with Auftria, Saxony, and Bavaria, to Charles. That there 
might be no murderous difputes among them after his deceafe, he left 
-a ftri6l command behind, that if they differed about any thing, the 
youth who ihouldbe able and willing longeft to fupport the pofturc 
in which our Saviour fufFered crucifixion, was to obtain, without fur- 
ther enquiry the purpofe they contended for. This mode of declfion 
.afterwards grew common, and was called jugement de la croix. The 
French language now began to fupplant the Latin, on whofe wreck 
'twas raifed ; verfes were written and fongs were fung in praifc of love 
. and valour ; while bards, troubadours, tale-tellers and minftrels, foftcn- 
ing the ferocious temper of the times, foori taught each warrior-fplrlt 
how to bend before a diftant and difficultly-acquired fair one ; mufick 
Jent Iier aid befide to animate aiid to infpire devotion. The- French 

* Charlemagne was himfclf of an amorous difpofition, had many miftreffes, and 
:two or three wives. JL' Amour de Dieu et da danus went -tQgether in thofe days. 
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fingers however, even then, had the charafteriftick roughnefs peculiar 
to their nation, and made the tojfe di capra, as Italians ftill call a coarfcr 
bad (hake. TrlUetaccio ! fay they : at Paris Gluck in my own time 
faid to his fcholars, ne chevrotez pas.* Our Englifh have a joke on 
Wales and Welihmen that expreffes this fault with much accuracy. 
WdaaaleSy replies the goat, when his Anglo Saxon neighbours travelling 
over Snowdon, alk him '* How d'ye call this country ?" and at the 
fame time fliake him by the beard; While thus the weft began, at 
leaft in fome refpefts, to emerge out of that fad Cimmerian dark- 
nefs in which (he had long dropt inert and lifelefs, Irene's death hung 
heavy on her fucceflbr, who, born her vaflal, was never by the Queen's 
fubjefts willingly obeyed. Bardanes was proclaimed emperor, but foon, 
after a fruitlefs conteft for the purple, funk his pretenfions io a monaf- 
tery. The rebel chamberlain however fared no better, and Michael, 
Leo, and Theophilus, were only other names for wickednefs and im- 
pious folly. This laft being born of mean parents, fired a rich fhip 
loaded with merchandize, that no one might fiifpedl his natural inclina- 
tion for commerce, and made his fubjeds cut the hair from their heads, 
becaufe his own was thin. Notwithftanding thefc mad caprices, he 
made war not unfuccefsfully againft the Saracens, although in thefe 
days they built Candy, and gave new name to ancient Crete, head- 
quarters of pagan mythology. The labyrinth however yet remained 
upon their coins and arms : Rubasus fays 'twas their device in his time, 
and he lived 1 Ogo. The popes meanwhile increafed their influence 
daily ; nor was it htfluence now, but firm authority. Charlemagnc*s 
fons could not agree, and Gregory IV. like Chaos umpire fate, and 
by decifion more imbroil'd the fray. 

Louis le^Dcbonnaire, of gentle manners but refolutc temper, who 
never had been feen to laugh at any ftory his tale-teller could recite, had 
nothing of his native country's levity : his wife Judith of Bavaria^ 
though a German, had too much. Their fon was Charles the Bald ; 
but in confequence of this meeknefs, not agreeable to the fpirit of fuch 

times^ 

* Don*t fing like a goat. 
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times, Louis iflued a decree that no ecclefiaftick Ihould wear fpurs. 
Gregory was difpleafed, and to evince his difpleafure publickly wore 
Jpurs himfelf. This Pope certainly exercifed papal or parental power 
with little prudence and with lefs controul. But to every other force, 
force might be oppofed ; the church was unrefifted, becaufe it was 
confidered as infallible. Sergius II. availed himfelf of mankind's dif- 
poiition to revere the vifible head of it, refiding at Rome : he built caftlc 
St. Angelo, altering it from the moles Adriani to a ufeful fortrefs : nor 
was the ftep unneceflary, when Moorifli plunderers fpoiled the fuburbs 
of the once-renown'd metropolis, and robbed the churches dedicated 
to St. Peter and St. Paul. Sergius's name was Porci : his family ftill 
fubfifts at Rome now, and a fubje^t of Great Britain married into it 
about twenty years ago. In the ninth century however he did well to 
change it, and accept a fort of ccclefiaftical appellative, a pradice fur 
ture popes adopted willingly. His fucceflbr Leopold IV. joined the 
Neapolitans, and beat the Saracens by fea. He built Leopolis, now 
Civita Vecchia, and even forces himfelf to be a favourite with Voltaire 
and Gibbon. During that time a monfler of impiety, Michael by 
name, ruled with his mother Theodora at Conftantinople. This wretch 
profaned the Eucharift, ridiculed the facred office of carrying it to 
lick and dying perfons ; killed his innocent old tutor, and thruft his 
mother into a monaftery, all before he was eighteen years old. Venice 
joined the general league againft the Arabian locufts, and Alphonfo of 
Spain married Chimene a French princefs ; he called her Ximena of 
courfe. And having heard that a human body was dug up near Com- 
poftella, the king and queen aflurcd themfclves it was St. James; he* 
was therefore St. Jago di Compoftella : and ftory tells that a church* 
of Jione, not earth, was immediately dedicated to liis peculiar fer- 
\ice. This was the feafon for unchecked imagination. Cromerius 
and other Polifli writers tell of their leader Piaftus Rufticus, who was 
promoted to fovereignty, and lived an hundred and twenty years, in 
confequcnce of his having, when a Pagan, entertained two Chriftian 
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pilgrims with fliare of a fat hog killed in honour of his fon s birth. 
The faints, in return for fuch good cheer, hindered the hog from lef- 
fcning. This was a ufeful miracle, in Poland ; and Ruftiois was con- 
verted, and in due time chofen chief. That fuch tales fliould be cre- 
dited is ftrange ; 'tis ftranger far that invention fliould be fo confined, 
and when men are not reftrained by even a de^re of telling truth, 
that no new fables ever can be found. Another duke of Poland, Po- 
pielus by name, ufed to wifli himielf and his children devoured by 
mice, w hen he meant to enforce belief by ftrong affeveration. And 
the good biftiop of Varna, who wrote in the fifteenth century, tells 
gravely how the wife of this king^s fon, a German princefs, advifed her 
hulband when he came to the throne to feign illnefs, and fend for all 
his uncles to a council : flie there took care to poifon them in drink, 
nor would permit their being even buried, having accufed them of in- 
tent to murder the reigning prince. Out of their bodies however, adds 
the bifliop, grew mice innumerable, which followed the young Popielus 
wherever he went ; and notwithflanding all that could be done, at 
length devoured him and his wicked confort. 

Denmark wxnt on no better : Olaus there encouraged civil wars to 
Yplte his mother, whom he fufpcded of having hired an affaflSn to 
murder his good father in the garden as he flept, and of rewarding him 
afterwards with her hand. 'Tis poffible this tale, better known then 
than now, gave Shakcfpcar his idea of Hamlet. Thefe ftories, with our 
Englilh law that whofocver killed a cat fliould lofe his right hand, while 
to purchafe {6 valuable an animal as much wheat was required as 
would cover the cat when held by the tip of her tail, prove the mul- 
titudes of mice in the ninth century to have been a fcrious and in- 
tolerable plague. Dcftruc?tion of predatory beafts great and fmall was 
once more, as in the fabulous ages, bc(^omc a duty: and fo was the- 
world thinned of human inhabitants fince the days of Conftantinc 
Copronymus, that inftcad of puniflilng prelates for keeping- a tame 
hawk, Charlemagne, towards the end of his reign, granted a right af 
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hunting to the abbots and monks of Sithiu, partly for the fake of 
clearing the country, and partly that the ikins of wild animals might 
ferve, he faid, as covers to their books. They had been rolled before ; 
whence the word volume ftill ; and literature now excited care from 
royalty. The race of Abbas too, being caliphs of the Saracens, en- 
couraged literature in Arabia ; and while commerce was carrying on 
at Bagdat chiefly by Jews, attempts were made by thefe orientals at re- 
newing fome taftc of poetick imagery. Under this warm fky grew up 
the new machinery, phantom forms of giants, dwarfs, genii, and en- 
chanters, which followed and fucceeded to the old heathen gods in every 
work of fancy. Spain got them firft of European nations, becaufe of its 
conneiftion with the Moors. France chanted the praifes of heroick Ro- 
land, and told the truly romantick tale of Charles the Bald. His daugh- 
ter Judith, in her fifteenth year, was deftined to have married an Eng- 
lifh prince ; but he dying, the lady on her way back to Paris being too 
flightly guarded, wilhed to walk among the Ihady trees Ibmewhere in 
Picardy, and was indulged. A young forefter ftruck with her beauty, 
unknowing who Ihe was, feized and carried her off. This was Bald- 
win of Flanders, who took her to his caftle near St. Omer*s. Charles 
having found it out by ftratagem fome years after, and finding they 
had children, fubdued his refentment and made her huflband Erie. 
But his defcendants were not efteemcd of the true kingly blood : and 
we fhall fee the Emprefs Maude, mother to our Henry the firft, defpif- 
ing one of this man's progeny for want of noble birth. The famous 
quatrain. 

Cloth of gold do not defpife 
Tho' thou bt joined to cloth of frize ; 
Cloth of frize be not too bold, 
Tho* thou be join'd to cloth of gold r 

was made many centuries after, when Charles Brandon, wedded to 
royalty, took thofe lines for his legenda^ and the ballad -makers adapted 
them to this much older ftory. (See Percy's Reliques). Whilft manly 
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vices, manly virtues, thus charaderifcd the dwellers in the north, fuch 
was the effeminacy of Pope John VIII. that he was called in derifion 
Pope Joan by his contemporaries ; and when the encroachments of that 
holy fee grew hateful, and its tyranny oppreffive, under the harfh reign 
of many of his fucceflbrs, a ftory was circulated that a woman had 
certainly fate in the papal chair. When they were got fo far, 'twas 
moft eafy to add how Ihe was detefted \>y labour-pains, as (he was car- 
ried in proccffion to the Vatican. This tale though Spanheim be- 
lieves, Scaliger thinks incredible, becaufc he fays her voice would have 
betrayed her; and Baronius denies it of courfe. Our beft writers re- 
j^A fuch ftulF with indignation : yet was it ftrange, and ten times 
llrange to think, that fo late as in the year l634 there did moft furely 
exift a ftatuc of her in the cathedral church of Sienna, among the 
popes, ftanding in her place : for Colomefms challenged Monfieur 
dc Launoi about it at Menage's apartments, where Racan the poet 
and the Abate Marucelli the Tufcan refide7ity were prefent, and heard 
M. dc Laufloi confefs that with his'own eyes he hdiAfeen the ftatuc 
in Sienna cathedral in lOSi, not with ftanding Baronius's Iblemn letter 
of thanks to Florimond for taking it down twenty-eight years before ; 
and notwithftanding Pere Alexander, in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, af- 
firms it was Jhen no longer in exiftence. It might indeed have been 
taken down before his death, which was not till 1710. No modern 
travellers remarking it, I fuppofe it is gone now. My own empty 
head forgot to examine ; but I remember obferving that John VIIL 
had a particularly effeminate caft of countenance in St. Paolo fuordelle 
'Mure at Rome, where their pictures in oil hang round the wall ; 
and Porcacchi's edition of Gamucci's Antiquities mentions his tomb, 
Senza alamo arttficlo archittetura ed in fovinia molto diverfo delle Je^ 
polture degU altri pontifici — without any device or architeftural diftinc- 
tion, and, in a word, extremely unlike the other papal fepulchres. 
Enough of this nonfenfe. Be Pope John what elfc he will, he 
ordered the Holy Scriptures to be promulgated in the Sclavonian 
tongue A* D, 880.. But Lothaire (whence derive our Lowthei* 

family) 
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family) duke or king of Lorraine, arrefts our RetrofpeSiion for a mo- 
anient. He being of the conftitution of our Henry VIII. perfuaded 
Guntharis biftiop of Cologne to divorce him, on frivolous pretences, 
from his confort, promifmg in return to marry the blfhop's fiiler ; and 
Pope Nichdas, an exemplary pontiff, cpnfented, though with diffi- 
culty ; and then Lothairc married his favourite mlftrefs la heJle Val- 
drade. Excommunication juftly followed fueh condud. ; but the king, 
hardened in wickednefs, derided all fuch punifliments, and profcfled 
obedience to the Pope in fpiritual matters only. The Valefiana fays 
however, that this Pope, in his correfpondence with the King of 
France, put his own name firft, a cuftom never after laid ajide. The 
patriarch at Conftantinople tried the fam6 trick with Louis VII. Va- 
lefius tells us^ bift the experiment did not anfwcr, he rot sen offenfa 
et le patriarche corrigea fa faute. The king was difplcaied, and the 
prelate mended his manners. 

Photius the patriarch, to whom John VIIL had meanly fubmittcd, 
was now depofed by the new Caefar whom wretched .Michael had ap- 
pointed to govern the eaft, while he himfelf was funk in debauchery; 
and the Pope, once firmly fixed in his feat, anathematized Photius, 
making thereby a lafting and incurable breach between the Greek 
Bnd Latin churches ; forced wild Lothaire to take his wife again, and 
when he went to Rome for reconcilement, gave him in pledge of peace 
the euchariftick cupy not then denied to the laity. The young Doge of 
Venice now, John Badoera, wedded the niece of the Greek emperor, 
and font his brother to the reigning Pope, Martin, I think, a French- 
man, to requcft that Comachia might be added to the territories of 
the republick. The ambaflador's being treacheroufly murdered on his 
way home, whither he returned only to die, did but accelerate the 
feizure of Comachia, which Badoera took by force. Anaftafius wrote 
the lives of the popes about this time, and Heinfius prints a letter from 
Sarrau, faying that there was a copy of that work in the Ambrofian 
library at Milan then^ mentioning the female fex of Giovanni ottavo. 
Thofe in the Vatican wxrc all torn, he iays, in that place where the 
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difputed life occurs. Salmafms had a copy, but it was got from the 
French king*s coUeftion of books, and fuppofed to have been interpo- 
lated by Martinus Polonus, who, though a learned Dominican, be- 
lieved the tale, and told it clearly in his chronicle. 

Wonders were eafily credited in thofe days. That it rained blood 
at Brefcia was nothing doubted : the writers of the ninth century 
faithfully record that event, and *twas as likely that Pope John fliould 
be a woman. Among the marvels of the moment Motaflem the 
o&onmy now Ihone a glittering caliph amidft the admiring beauties of 
Circaflia. He was the eighth of the Abaffides, had eight fons and 
eight daughters by eight wives — not concubines, princeflcs. He pof^ 
fcfled eight thoufand flaves body-guard, and eight millions of gold* 
When he had reigned eight years, eight months, and eight days, he 
faid it is enough, my race is run, and died. His Saracens meantime 
burned the fine monaftery at Monte Caflino, and exercifed fad cruel- 
ties upon the catholicks. But Bafil, emperor of the eaft, kept them a 
little in check, till feized with a ludden fury on feeing his fon Le© 
wear a dagger, he felt perfiaaded that he meant to murder him ; and 
without giving any notice of his intentions, put the innocent heir of 
his crown in prifon, whence he would never hare come out alive, but 
for one of thofc combinations which all men now agree to call acci- 
dental. The young prince lately marriedp had diverted himfelf with 
teaching a favourite parrot to fay Leo loves you ^ whenever his fair bride 
entered the apartments, whither the king hailed in great wrath, and 
called the terrified lady to examination. On Iter appearance the bird 
with an impreflGve voice cried from his perch Leo loroes you. Such a 
fcntcnce fb pronounced ftruck forcibly upon the Emperor's feelings. 
He doubted not the words being miraculoufly addrefiTed to himielf^ 
when the parrot once more gravely repeating heo laves you ^ Bafil em- 
braced his daughtcr-in-Iaw with a tranfport of fondncfs, called out her 
hufband from confinement, reftoring him to even more than priAine 
favour. A hunting match was made to celebrate their reconciliation, 
when the flag fuddenly turning upon Bafil gored him to death, and 
t delivered 
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delivered the caftern world from his caprices ; while the travelling of 
Danielis, a Greek matron, from Peloponefu3 on men's fhoulders (as in 
a modern palanquin) flrikes one with refemblancc of manners be- 
tween thefe days and thofe, when this lady waited upon prince Leo 
with prefents out of the Morea, fit only for oriental luxury to accept^ 
and compleatly diftant from the fpirit of ancient times, the times of 
Solon or Lycurgus, to beftow ; but even the name of Peloponefus 
was forgotten. 

In Mefopotamia, about this period, Al Bategnius obfervcd, 'tis faid, 
the vernal and autumnal equinoxes, A. D. 882 ; Dr. Halley calls hhi 
vir admirandi acumims. He wrote a negleAed treatile De Scientla 
Stellarum, which Plato Tiburtinus tranflated into barbarous Latin ; it 
was printed at Nuremberg 1537. i have read fomewhere that it was 
this mtferable performance which infpired Tycho Brahe with a defirc 
of ftudying aftrdnomy. The fcience of the ftars was, to fay truth, not 
fbidied at all in thefe early ages, except as in the eaft there had been 
always a difpofition to confult them about men's fortunes, and find 
out who was to be ftabbed, or who poifoned, by the pofition of the 
planetary worlds. The tyrant Bafil was deep in thefe conjurations, 
while runic forcery ftill kept poiTeflion of the unfeeling north, where 
Gothick bards and fcalds had taken faft hold upon people's imagina- 
tion, who willingly wifli'd to drink beer from the ikulls of their ene- 
mies, and hoped a future feaft of cerevlfianiy the barley drink, from 
Ceres J in Odin's hall. His fearful engagement with the wolf Fenris 
was eafily credited by his defcendants, who even after converfion to 
Chriftianity. ftill appropriated a peculiar hell to cowards, and thought 
with horror of the hideous Naftrand, where filthy ferpents vomit {o 
much venom that it forms a river of blue poifbn prepared for perjured 
fouls and liars, and black affaffins, who feek a fafe refuge, declining 
open battle. 

Warton fays wifely, that this train of ideas Ihews lefs affinity to 
oriental enchantments, caftles, dragons, &c. than to the magick of Ca- 
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nidia in Horace ; and *tis ppffible that the barren black heifer facri- 
ficed to Profcrpine in the old Greek mythology, and that mufick by 
which Orpheus forced her to give back Eurydice from the difmal do- 
main, might be originally of the fame dark complexion as Ddin's 
wondrous long, that made all chains to fall from him that beard it,- 
whethcr on earth or Hellas drear abode. 

Where the fell Prophetefs abides. 
And Lok his horrid fliadovtr hides. 

Bartholin tells of a fong called Vardloker which Godrcda fung to Earl 
Thorchill by command of a witch, youngefl of nine weird fifters, as full 
of prophecy, fomewhat Kke the Sybllllne oracles. Befides that Mount 
Ida is named in the Icelandick poetry as rcfidcnce of gods and heroes. 
Ida and Edda might poflibly be lynonimous, and that name given to the ' 
fl-range collc;|ftion, becaufe it treated of celeftial and infcrnaf deities, as 
w^c might fay the olympiad of fuch a work; had it been written in Greek. 
Bartholine cites an ode that fays exprefsly, how when the twilight of the 
godsfhall be ended, and the new world appear, the ag;e (hall meet in the 
fields of Ida^ and Cell of the deftroyed inhabitants. In the proem, or pre- 
lude to Rcfelius's Edda it is related too that Odin appointed twelve 
peers or judges at Sigtunc in , Scandinavia, as erft at Troy. Thus then 
the Romans^ Britons, Franks, all loved to deduce from Troy, and now 
Mr. Bryant pulls down our original feat. Such is the certainty of 
Aeep rcfearch. Let the thought reconcile readers to fuperficial infor- 
mation, and make them lefs faftidious, Icfs offended at the thoufand 
inaccuracies their eyes will foon dlfcovcr in thisimperfeft RetroJpe6lion. 
One furc proof of a connexion, between the old Saxon and Greek my- 
thologies in our little ifland yet remains in the names of eiery day 
throughout the week ; Woden, Thor, and Frey holding poffeffion of 
three, the Sutit the Mootiy and Saiurn keep three more. But England 
was the feat of mixture always, and in the century we are reviewing 
>as crouded with ftrange nations, ftrange opinions — ^Danes, SaxonS, 

Romans^ 
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Romans, Britons : and from the -vigorous fermentation of fouthern 
fbftnefs with old runic barbarifm, levigated and fublimed by a warm 
portion of true Chriftian zeal, the generous foil teemed with that rare 
and glorious produ6l, a patriot king. Alfred the foldicr, the fcholar, 
•the legiflator and the poet, whofe charafter unites the feparate merits 
of all other princes, as does the country he adorned the feparate ex- 
cellencies of every other nation. He forixied alliance with the Scottifh 
kings his neighbours, the better to make head againft our new invaders. 
He forught ieven battles with thofe pertinacious enemies, and when 
defeated found refourccs that ihewed him no lefs formidable than be- 
fore. When prcfsM by numbers and betrayed by treachery, he was 
compelled to bow before the neceflity of the times, he with a band of 
faithful .followers lived in the forefts of Somcrfet and Wiltfliire, fung 
to his pipe the praifes of his anccftors, and animating himfclf by their 
example, refolved to vifit in the drefs of a minftrel the Danifli camp. » 
There he tried allhis arts of pleafing, there he acquainted himfelf with 
all their fchemes, witneiTed their fupine fecurity in the thoughts of his 
own death, and after fix months fpcnt among his adverfaries returned 
and called his friends to the attack. .Surprize and terror went before 
Alfred's army, valour and virtue followed it. He remained vidlor 
over all his foes, inade tlicir converfion to Chriftianity his fole con- 
dition of peace with fome, and drove the reft to Flanders. Then, to 
prevent further depredations, we fee him next equip a powerful fleet, 
and vanquilh by fca fuch of them as tried to return. Profperity and 
peace were the reward of glory, and Alfred ufed them to each patriot 
purpofe ; it was his only aim, he faid, fo to fecure his fubjefts' profperity, .• 
that a fair maid might walk unmolefted with a brfg of u;icounted gold • 
in her hand from one extreme of his dominions to the other. To this 
end he revived the ufe of juries, dropt into defuetude ; with thc<divi- 
fion of England into hundreds and tythings ; he encouraged bufmcfs, 
and fuch ertenfive commerce, that merchants of London traded in his 
reign for Eaft India jewels, whilfthis difcoverer Ofther explored at his 

command 
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command the coafts of Lapland and Norway, and cftablifhed a whalc- 
fiOicry in the icy ieas. At home he founded the Univerfity of Oxford, 
built the towns of Shaftefbury and Godmanchefter ; and whereas on 
his acceffion to the throne he had fcarcc one lay fubjed that could 
read Englifh, and fcarce ten ecclefiafticks who underftood Latin, fo 
much was literature cultivated under his aufpices, that before his death 
one of his leSlurers tranllated from the Greek original fome treatifes of 
Dionyfius the Areopagite, into Latin, and dedicated his work to Charles 
the Bald, whilft Alfred himfelf gave an elegant vcrfion of Orofius's 
hiftoryofthe Pagans and of Boethius's Confolations of Philofophy, 
bcfide other ufeful labours. He patronized the art of "mufick which 
he pra6lifed, and called profcflbrs from the continent to perfeft his at- 
tempts at compofition ; while Aflcr afferts with rapture his abilities as 
a fportfman, and proves that though he led a ftudious, it was in no 
fcnfc a fedentary life ; for, fays he, our king caught more game than 
any of his contemporaries ; a circumftance the more to be credited, as 
the brightncfs of his eyes and aftive powers of his perfon are well 
known. To fliew however in what a piteous ftate ftood the me- 
chanick arts at this period, we are conftrained to obferve, that Alfred 
had no nearer method of counting time, than by cauiing fix waxen 
tapers to be made twelve inches long, and of as many ounces weight. 
On thefc he marked the inches, and finding one of thefe to burn two 
hundred and forty minutes, he had horn lanterns made to keep the vv ind 
away ; and committed the care of all to his clerk of the chapel, whofe 
place it was to tell him how the hours went. Abdalla king of Perfia 
had indeed prcfentcd Charlemagne with the firft flriking * clock upon 
record, a fort of clepfydra, fuch as the ancients ufcd; The machine 
worked with water ; which upon this occafion being, by oriental in- 

* Eginhatt fays he faw this clock himfelf, adorned with twelve figures of horfemen 
f uihing out at twelve openings like windows, when the twelve hours were completed, 
^nd then returning in again, as if alive, 

genuity. 
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genuity, furniflied with twelve little brais' balls, dropt one of them 
upon a hollow plate below, and gave due notice when the hour was 
ended. 

We take no note of time but by its lofs ; 
To give it then a tongue was wife in man. 

Charlemagne was one of the few who could hear its folemn voice 
without a confcioufnefs of felf-reproach. To Alfred fuch an inftru- 
ment would have founded, even in this world, the Sentence he per- 
haps of all men is fureft to hear in the other : " Well done thou good 
" and faithful fervant : thou haft been faithful over few things, I will 
^^ make thee ruler over many things." But although Alfred died not 
till the year 900, he never fawfo complicated a machine. 
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FROM THE DEATH OF ALFRED, A. D. gOO, 
TO THE FOUNDATION OF THE TURKISH EMPIRE UNDER 
* TANGROLIPIX, A. D. looo. 

/^UR Rctrojpe^ilon will have little plcafure hereabout in contem** 
^^ plating the affairs of the weftern empire and kingcic^m of France, 
where the progeny of heroick Charlemagne, Caroloman, and Charles, 
poifoned and thruft out one another's eyes, while Louis le Be -ue fuc- 
ccedcd to that throne which Charles the Simple fate on at the time o-: 
Alfred's death. That Arnulph, a little time before thate\ent, iixed his 
rcfidence, and that of future emperors in Germany, is bell worth not- 
ing. 'Twas he befieged fair Algitrude, widow of his competitor 
Guido, in Spoleto; but the revengeful lady gaining accefs to his per- 
lon, adminifter'd him fuch a cup as kept him waking in delirious hor- 
ror, I forget how many dreadful nights and days. Meanwhile the Em- 
prefs Zde ruled the eaft, aflbciating her young fon Conftantine, fcarcc ' 
fevcn years of age, who growing older put her in a nunnery, whence 
flic was taken out no more. He was advifed to blind her, but rellucd 
to commit fuch brutal folly ; fliowing the world that all decorum had 
not wholly left it, although the examples now fet by Rome were ter- 
rifying to virtue, and even to mere decenoy. Towards the end of the 
laft century, Formofus, a young bifliop of confummate beauty, had 
been ele<5lcd pope, and crowned the afpiring leader Guido in Italy : but 
Sergius difputing the papacy with him, a dreadful fchifm enfucd ; and 
Boniface VI, enjoyed the dignity twenty-fix days only : during which 
time his own beft friends, frighted at his criminal exceffes, lent their 
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afliftance to turn him out, and fet Stcphanus VI. in the chair. He, 
with unexampled barbarity, dug up the body of Formolus, drcflcd it 
in pontificahbus, produced it in fynod, ftript, cut its fingers off, and 
toffed it into Tyber, where he himfelf deferved to have been thrown ; 
but Aldebert, marquis of Tufcany, had him ftranglcd in prifon. A 
quick fucceffion of pervcrfe rulers followed, till the infolent miftrefs of 
Aldebert, a haughty though infmuating Florentine, governed the fee 
and city in face of all mankind, giving her daughter, Marozia to Ser- 
gius III. by whom flie had John XII. Anaftafius would have re- 
deemed the honour of the priefthood, but his death made room for 
John XL a martial pontiff, who crowned Berengarius for. his good fer- 
vices againft the Saracens, but quarrelled with his brother Alberic, 
and made a diigraceful league with the Hungarians. He firft confe- 
crated as bifliop a baby five years old, the fon of Herbert Comte de 
Vermandois : this offended all the world in thofe days, and John loft 
his life as his predeceffor had done. Yet though its profeffors feemed 
as if confpiring to take away all reverence for the facerdotal office, no 
virtue was efteemed truly meritorious, except bounty towards the 
church, where outward refpedl paid to reliques of departed feints made 
eafy compenfation for prefent finners, among whom John XII. ftands 
foremoft, pe/jUmtis malorum, like Nero among the Roman emperors. 
What wonder ! vefted with unlimited power* at feventeen or eighteen 
years of age, his fport was to exceed in wickednefs and folly whatever 
went before him. Among other ffolicks he was accufed, I think, of 
drinking the devil's good health ; but he cut the accufers' tongues out, 
flit their nofes, and committed fo many afts of libcrtinifm and riot, 
that an injured hufband, or his hired ruffian, killed him before he ar- 
rived at twenty-three years old. Indulgencies for every crime had now 
their fettkd price from fiich a priefthood, and Rome became a cuftom- 
houfe as it had long been a fink for fin. 

* Qucre, Was it not from him the cbarader of Don Juan, or the Libertine» was taken ? 

Vol. I. G g Henry, 
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Henry, meantime, a German prince, nephew, I think, to Amulph, 
dr^med of an admonition given him while fleeping, that ihould he 
walk to an old wall hard by, he would find fomething there to touch 
him ncarty. Impatient for morning-light he haftencd to the fpot, 
with which he was well acquainted, and examining found on a bat- 
tered ftone thefc words— po/i Jex. His firft conclufion being that in 
the courfe of a week he muft die, Henry fet his mind in a new train, 
making good rcfolutions as to morals, and ftudying to perform fuch 
acfts of piety as might beft enfure his ialvation. The time however> 
paflcd by, and nothing happened ; fo did fix weeks, fix months : good- 
habits grew agreeable, and though he now difmiffed the dream from 
preffing on his memory, the love of virtue yet remained, and inftead 
of voluptuous pleafures he recreated himfclf with the innocent, and 
healthful fports of the field. Fojlfex however, when fix years after 
the adrtionition were completed, Henry was, while hawking on his 
own grounds, fuddenly prefented with the imperial robes, and hiftory 
knows him by name of Henry the Forvohr. He firft inftituted grand 
and reguhir tournaments, which, though afterwards a matter of mere: 
Ihowy ferved at beginning fo to difcipline and ttain the warriors, that 
by this method the Emperor was fuppofed to gain thofe advantages 
which in due time cleared his country of invading Huns. Whilft thefc 
events paiTed in our neighbourhood, England was ruled by Edward,, 
eldcft of immortal Alfrcd*s fbns, and Baldwin, E^rl of Flanders, mar- 
ried his daughter, Adclfrid : from her, fifth in immediate dcfcent, was 
long after born, Maud or Matilda, wife to William the Norman ; fo 
that Rufus had Englifli blood of its greateft native running in his 
veins, and that blood has been tranfmitted forwards through male or 
female even to the moment of this fummary*s being written, through^ 
all the families who have fince his time fate on the Britifh throne, 
each having power to boaft defcent from him, whofe benefits to out 
ifland could not perhaps in this world have been more vifibly, or more 
. fingularly rewai'ded, than by providing it with, fovcreign princes for 
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nine centuries out of his own illuftrious progeny* It is perhaps no Icfs 
odd or remarkable, that none of them ever thought to call a child after 
the name of Alfred, till George the third did about twenty years ago, 
and that royal infant died. But we return to Athelftan, the natural 
fon and fuccelTor of Edward, who left in him luch an cncourager of 
commerce, that confenting to knight any merchant who Ihould make 
three voyages to the Mediterranean, feveral attempts were made,' but 
troubles from the pertinacious Danes dillurbed and fruftrated every 
great undertaking. A treacherous nobleman being accufed of intent 
to blind this prince, and deliver him up to the enemy, he appealed to 
Rome, and there 'folemnly attefting his innocence before the altar, 
dropped down dead, confirming all Europe in fufpicion of his guilt, 
and giving the firft example of what grew common ^terwards, and 
was called compurgation. 

Edmimd, Edred, and Edwy, fu<Jccffors to Athclftan, were, if not 
weak, at bcft inglorious monarchs : every day fixed more firmly the 
power of the priefts, every year faw frefh encroachments made by the 
Danes, till Edgar in fome meafure revived the naval glory of England : 
his adventures with fair Elfrida, concealed wife of Athelwold, and 
daughter to vindidive Orgar, an old Earl of Mercia, have given occa- 
fion to an elegant modern drama, where the conclufion is made more 
to the lady's honour than hiftor}^ ^admits : — ^no matter. His fon by a 
former marriage, Edward furnamed the Martyr, owed his death to 
that ambitious lady's cruelty. She, a true ftep-dame, defirous that 
her own fon Ihould fucceed, infi:ru<5led one of her domefticks to ftab 
the gentle prince while he was drinking ; and Etheldrcd the unready 
i^pmng from Edgar and Elfrida, having thus bafely obtained a crown ; 
— as bafely ufed it : buying off the hungry Danes with l6,oool. to in- 
fcft his realms no more. A vain and idle purchafe, to which, though 
Olave and though Sweyn feigned to accede, the compofition gave but 
a Ihort and reftlels interval to England's forrows and increafmg cares. 
The Danes returned in Ihoals more dreadful and more numerous, and 
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now demanded 25^0001. which our prince, unable to pay down, com- 
menced a treaty, and I fear countenanced a maffacrc. This mcafure, too 
perfidious to relate, though executed with the utmoft rigour, failed of 
fuccefs, and but prepared the ifland and its prince for new, and from 
that moment, well defervcd calamities. St. Omer's now was built by 
Baldwin, and Brunfwick by Bruno, kinfman to Henry the Fowler; 
Maldon, in Effex, has nearly the fame date, and arts of civilized life 
did certainly creep on, though flowly. An old miffal in the church 
of Modena fliows how muiick now called in diftindion from colours, 
and the univerfity of Louvain, founded by John of Brabant, offered 
premiums for thofe who fhould excel in mathematicks. Knights of 
St. Andrew and Knights of the Thifllc were inftituted early in this 
century, while Helena, queen of the Scythians, was folemnly baptized 
at Conftantinople, and requefted of Otho I. furnamed the Great, who 
then ruled the weftern empire, that he would fend mifTionaries to con- 
vert her fubjefts, foon to be known by name of Ruffians. This fb- 
vcreign made Old Cologne an Imperial city, and marrying Adelaide, 
became King of Italy. Harold, of Denmark, furnamed Blaatant^ or 
Blue Tooth, oppofed him, but in vain : after a furious battle *twas 
agreed that Harold fhould receive the faith ; he did fo, and Otho faw 
his boy chriflened and flood godfather. In a fportive humour too, 
and trial of flcill, the Emperor flanding with the King on the fea- 
Ihore, launched his javelin from a flrong arm into the gulph of Jut- 
land ; it ftuck upon a place called Otho's Ifland from that day to this. 
Otho reigned more than forty years, and died at Magdebourg, where 
he was fucceeded by the fon he had afTociated fome years before, fo- 
lemnly crowning him at Aix la Chapelle. After intolerable vexations 
in the fouth, he faw John XIII. fettled in the papal chair, and had the 
fatisfaftion to hear of bifhopricks eflablifhed in Denmark, where his 
friend Harold Blaatant, or Blue Tooth (whence envy with her blue 
tooth churning venom is by our Spenfer called the blatant heq/ij. 
founded the fociety of Jomfberg in Pomierania, and fuch was the re- 
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fpc6l paid to their founder's memory, who had baniftied the word fear 
from his martial univerfity, that fometime about the year 998, having 
made an unfuccefsful irruption upon the territories of Haquin, another 
femi-barbarous leader, his general, Thorchill, took two or three of them 
prifoners, notwithftanding their vigorous refiltance, and putting them 
to death in cold blood, ten days after the battle, the firft and fecond 
died fmiling, and faying to each other, " Let's be mindful, brother, 
*' of the laws of Jomfberg:" but the third, adding curiofity to forti- 
tude, obferved to Thorchill, that they often difputed among them- 
felves at home, whether refleftion could or could not, even for a mo- 
ment, lurvive decapitation ; " And now," fays he, " you may com- 
^' modiouily make the experiment ujpon my neck : 1 will therefore* 
" grafp this knife firmly in my hand, and if, after my head is fevered 
" from my body, I make a movement direAing it towards yoic, that 
** motion of my hand will ftiow that all remembrance is not wholly 
" loft. If I let it fall, oh then affure yourfelf that Suatho is no more/* 
Thorchill, fays Bartholin, who tells the ftor)% hafted to decide ; but 
the knife^as might be expeded, dropped from the hero's hand. Mu- 
nich, in Bavaria, was built in thefe days, and called Monaco, from a 
monk's head being dug up when the foundations were making. Ipres 
in Flanders, bears nearly the fame date, fo named from the river Ipra. 
Its manufadures, elegant as they are, have been well know^n for many 
ages. Diaper, of w^hich our table-cloths are even y£t made, had the 
appellation from the town d'Iper : but a coetaneous city of higlier note 
claims our attention, drawing it an inftailt tow'rd the Saracen em- 
pire, which, by the time we are reviewing, had been divided into fevcn 
kingdoms, ruled by feven ufurpers, as they are called, I know not why, 
for all were alike ufurpers. The only place they'did no lafting injury 
to is England. They brought to us the Arabick and more commo- 
dious charafters to count by — 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 0, 7, 8, 9. Letters of the ali- 
phabet were in ufe before, according to the Roman falhion ; and that 
mpdc went on upoa clocks and watches till quite the other day. 

Mean 
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Meanwhile one of thefe ufurpers, Alcahtr, about the year 970, laid 
the firft ftone of what is now fo juftly called Grand Cairo, calling it 
after his own name ; it bears the appellation ftill, cutting but off the 
firft fyllablc, by aphoerefis, and adding an o to the end by paragoge, 
Cahtro. Bohemia exhibited fcenes of horror in this period, or imme- 
diately before Otho the Great fubdued it: when wretched Wen- 
ceflaus was invited by his mother and brother to a banquet held in 
the church, where they treacheroufly murdered him, in order that 
Boleflaus, afterwards fumamed the Cruel, might fucceed. Some con- 
folation however, is afforded by hearing Dubravius Scala tell how the 
lady was ftruck by lightning, and funk into a fiffure made in the earth 
as ihe was hunting, fuppofed to have been a fudden cffeft from thun- 
derbolts, or concealed vblcano. The fratricide fucceeded better, had 
a beautiful daughter named Dumbraca, wedded to Miefko, a Polilh 
ruler, who inftituted the cuftom of crying out. Glory be to thee, oh 
Lord ! on hearing the evangelifts read in church. Hatto meantime, 
prince and bilhop of Mentz, hard preffed by famine, Ihut up fix hun- 
dred haplels wretches in a bam, and fet the place on fire, that fo there 
might be more meat left for thofe that remained : when their fhrieks 
reached the palace, " 'Tis only my ftarving mtcey' he cried. This 
was not worfe than Sylla, who butchered as many thoufands in cold 
blood, and faid they were his pigs or lambs o'fticking. The pagan 
diftator was eaten alive by worms. Trithemius tells how our Chrif- 
tian bilhop was purfued by mice, which following him even to a caftle 
he had built upon a fmall ifland in the Rhine, there fwam after and 
devoured him. A fecond Otho now made Italy refound with his ex- 
ploits agalnft the Sclavonians, Saracens, &c. but dy ing of a poifoned 
arrow, Ihot by fomc" treacherous enemy, was buried at Rome, leaving 
a fon, Otho III. for his confummate wifdom called Mirabile Mundi, 
He fubdued all opponents, he inftituted the Palatinate of the Rhine, 
and from Henry the Lion, third of the new cftablifhcd princes, fprung ' 
the Dukes of Bavaria, who count no higher than the year 98Q. A 
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memorable; sera for royal genealogies; yet they take the lion of Allc- 
mannus as coat armour, and confider him as the remote founder of 
their houfe. About this- time Lothaire's diflarbances fplit France in 
many parts, and at length by death of Lewis V. (called Louis le 
Faineant) poifoned by his wife Blanche, ended the Carlovingian race 
in that country, Charles, Duke of Lorraine, and fon to Louis outre- 
mcr, having rendered himfelf odious and contemptible to the nobles 
by doing homage to Otho for his dukedom, the barons fct up Hugh. 
Capet, fon of Hugues le Blanc, or Hughes le Grand : he was choien for^ 
merit more than birth, although his being great grandfon to a butcher or 
blackfmith was impoffible ; and Princeis Anna Commena deicribes his 
progeny as proud of their high defcent. Witichind, Duke of Saxony ^ 
had a daughter who married fomewhat beneath herielf, and offended 
Odo the regent, and Robert her proud brothers : her fon by that mar^- 
riagc was father to Hugh Capet, fo called from being head and leader 
of his faftion : though others lay *twas from a hood he wore, whence 
et^ to this day ; but although Caligula and other princes were fome- 
times denominated from their dreffes, 'tis more likely that the hoodt 
was called cape from Hugh, I think, than Hugh from his cape. His> 
family has given kings to France -ever fince : 987 law him crowned at 
Paris ; 1 792 faw the laft fpark of his illuftrious line expire in a prifon,, 
with the glory and honour of their once loyal and gallant nation ; and 
^tis obfervable that Louis XVII. united the old Capetian and Carlo* 
vingian families in himfelf, Marie Antoinette being lineally dcfcendcd 
from Charlemagne. Hugh Capet had his tw^elve peers: they are 
^ken of by Flodoard, of Rheims ; but as his chronicle comes down/ 
only to gOft, one cannot be furc. Fuller fays prettily, that every hifto- 
rian keeps a clock of his own, and fets events to it; though Baker is^ 
very ferious about chronological miftakes. My own poor dial, ill fet 
up at firft, for want of ftronger funfliine, and difficult to adjufl for lack 
of a better quadrant, and fkill in mechanifm fuperiorto what LpofTefs,, 
may ihew fome few things perverfely, but the reader was promifcd. 
only 4 flight RetroJ^eSion \ and eftJiat Otho UL claims a proportionate 
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fliare. He fet up Gregory V. a Saxon, in the papal chair, Crcf- 
centius rebelling, fet up John XVIL againft him ; but the Emperor 
cut Crcfcentius into quarters, and took his handfomc widow for a mif- 
trefs. He gave the Venetians a fort of independency no other Euro- 
pean nation enjoyed, that of keeping their own churches under their 
o\yn jurifdiAion, appointing a patriarch, as at Conftantinople. That 
office in the eaft was not however, of the pope's appointing at any 
time, and Venice foon learned to chufe the head of her own church. 
The Morofini and Caloprini meantime, difturbed the happinefs of that 
rcpublick with their fad:ious contcfts, of which Rome, to fay truth, 
fet the example ; and Otho, having burned his wife alive for making 
love to a nobleman of the court, and then accufing him of ill intent 
towards her^ found himfelf no. happier in his illicit connexion : for 
Crefcentius's widow, ever refcnting though fecretly her hufband's 
death, and her own degradation, poifbned the Emperor in a pair of 
perfumed gloves, and Henry, the limping duke of Bavaria, fuccceded. 

The Sweno, baptized 'in Denmark by the preceding Otho, not the 
wife one, did his royal fponfor but little credit ; he foon apoftatized 
from Chriftianity, and fought a famous battle with the Vandals, who 
took him prifoner, and as ranfom, demanded his own weight in gold, 
Crantz fays, and twice his weight in filver. Such was the fondnefs 
fhown for ^ his return, that all the Danifh ladies fold their finery, and 
in a proceffion went to pay for and fetch him home. 

Saxe Gotha was built fbme time in this century, while Mahomet, 
a Moorifli prince, reigned in Corduba ; but other provinces of Spain 
exhibited no fewer inflances of vile depravity than Saracens or Pagans 
could have fhown.* Ramirez however, took pofTcffion of Madrid, 9^5; 

♦ A ftrange cheat is recorded by Vafseus, how Ferdinand of Caflile bought a hawk 
and a horfe for a maravidi, of Sanclio, king m Leon ; the fmall coin, a iixteenrh of 
our farthing, I believe, was to be doubled by arithmetical progrcffion (which Feixli. 
nand undei-ftood, but the buyer could not be made to comprehend) as often as the 
fclicr could tie knote on the jeffcs. The firing held thiny knots ; and the king wa« 
forced to pawn all his crown jewels for the payment of this filly purchafe. 

and 
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and whereas his predeceflbrs had been kings of Leon, or Caftile, or 
Arragon, he fixed the metropolis where it is ftill acknowledged. Ma- 
drid was one of thofe early aggregates of dwelling feleftcd in the fa-* 
bulous ag^s for its fine air and wholefome foil ; fo wholcfbme, that *tis 
faid there never was a plague there ; which privilege can, I thinks 
fcarcely be fuppofed to have been granted to its refidents for their pe- 
culiar cleanlincfs or virtue. Sancho the Fat now poifoned his mothec 
with an envenomed cup Ihe had prepared for him ; and Avicenna the 
oriental phyfician, or his recipes (for the man himfelf muft have becit 
dead fure) could not fave her. He came originally from Sinai, £vi 
Sinaty eafily changed to Avicenna, and I have read that it was he 
brought the Arabick charafters among us firft. They were very long 
in travelling, for Montfaucon fays they were in common ufe whea 
Egypt was made firft a province of the Roman empire ; yet England 
had not wholly adopted them in the twelfth century. Dr. Wallis in 
his algebra, chap. 4th, tells of a chimney he Jaw at Helmdon in North** 
amptonfhire with the mixt charafters thw, M^ 133 for 1133. The 
adventure of Sancho and his mother Elvira is yet remembered in 
Spain, where 1 believe it is the cuftom ftill for women to dnnk^r/i 
when the cool cup goes round. 

But the Greek emperors have been too long forgotten. We have 
indeed feen poor 2k)c, fo called from tenderncfs of her hufband Lea 
VL perhaps, for Zoe means my life, fent off to a convent by Conftan- 
tine VIII. and with her the old parrot who had faved his father's lifc^ 
He, wedding a daughter of ambitious Romanus, afTociated him in the 
government, who foon made his own two eldeft fons Caefars, and ft- 
cured the patriarchate for his youngeft Theophila<ft, only fifteen- years 
old. He lived a gay life, we are told, and kept two thouiand horfes for 
his pleafure ; and having had the news brought him to church that a 
favourite mare had foaled,, he fet dow^n the facrajmental cup, threw off 
his robes, and ran away to the ftable, where giving proper orders for 
the new-delivered animal's mafli; of wine and piftachio nuts, he re- 
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turned to the aftoniflied congregation and finiflicd the fcrvlce for holy 
Thurfday, that being the day of this extraordinary occurrence. Mean- 
while his brother Stephen thruft unpitied Romanus into a monaf- 
tcry for life ; Conftantinc banifhed the infolent Crefars, and reigned 
alone, alluring learned men to his capital, till another Romanus, 
Conftantine's own fon, thinking his father had lived long enough, 
gave him poifbn ; but the cup fpilling he recovered, and lived two 
years longer : after which the parricide fucceeded to the purple. His 
widow Theophania marriedPhocas Nicephorus, hated for grovelling ava- 
rice by all, moft by his wife, who leagued with John Zimifces and dc- 
fbroyed him. This Emperor complained that foldiers were ill pro- 
vided at Conftantinople, and eunuchs alone regarded ; he fet his face 
againfl that intriguing fet of people, and was in fix years murdered by 
one of the very famous ones, Bafilius by name. Here might tt;^ fill, 
or rather dazzle the reiroJpeSiive eye, with the gold and glitter of thofc 
Saracen caliphs who were dcftroycd by Theophania's hulbands. The 
accounts however both of their riches and their population, ftagger 
much more than they inform fuch readers as will turn over thefe in- 
accurate pages, ill able to fi^ttlc controverfies concerning the old word 
Ecbatarta, or decide if that could or could not be the capital of the 
AbafiSdes ; more willing to believe that dreadful earthquake which 
fignalized the reign of Bardes, if reign it might be called, for he was 
emperor only over his own army which beficged Conftantinople, but 
never took it from Bafil, whofe daughter married to the Doge of Ve- 
nice, and was fo proud, fays Damian, that Ihe wafhcd herfelf in ^icw. 
It muft have been her fon, I think, to whom Otho as fponfor gave 
fuch rich preicnts of robes all cloth of gold. But Pietro Urfiolo's gifts 
to the church were greater : he beftowed on it one altar of pure goldj 
befide innumerable jewels to San Marco. The treafures of that build- 
ing were unknown except to few : while I am writing we hear of its 
being plundered by Bonaparte. 

The cold north now teemed with unattraAivc vices. One of th« 

Norwegian 
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Norwegian leaders denied tribute to the Danes : they fent a fleet 
4gainil him ; and in order to obtain from the angekoks a tempefb to 
deftroy thefe invaders^ they made hira iacrifice his fon to devils. 
Crantz tells another ftory hereabouts, late in the tenth century, how 
^ bold archer there, boafting his (kill in fomc mdc chieftain's prefencc 
(Harold or Glaus), the prince fet an apple on his little boy's head and 
bid the fellow Ihoot : he did fo, and cleft the apple with its points 
Our favage ruler obferving two more arrows in his hand, aiked their 
purpofe, " With one of them," replied the bowman, '* bad s>y 
** child's life been loft, yourfclf fliould have been Ihot, and with the 
** next fhould have been killed he who firft ftirred to defend fuch a 
'* tyrant." Thefe ftories came to England, we may fee, with little 
alteration, Fortunatus's cap is Prince Eric's cap, who had the winds 
he wiflied for : he was fortunate in not beipg iacrificed when his bro- 
ther went to't : but Eric was a favourite with the wizards of the 
ftorm ; they gave him a cap which, by turning, procured for him the 
winds he had occafion to ufe. The other tale we adapt to William of 
Cloudefclyc (See Percy's Reliques) ; but 'tis an older edition only of 
William Tell, anticipated by four centuries, and with a Icfs fatal end- 
ing ; for the Norwegian king heard himfclf called a tyrant patiently, 
and filled the archer's bag with filver too. 

And now, as Dr. Young fays, What is the hiftory of humankind ? 
A haceldama fure, a field of blood ; darkened with clouds denoting 
its uncertainty, through which, if any fhining character beams forth 
from time to time, it fliines but as the lightning does, leaving like 
that not feldom dreadful efFeds^ If fuch be hiftory, and fuch it has 
appeared on RetroJ^e^ton, flie fhould be painted as the Wanderer de- 
fcribes his allegorical figure, where he fays, 

A robe flie wore. 
With life's calamities cmbroider'd o'er ; 
A mirror in her hand coUefiive fliows. 
Varied and multiplied, that group of woes. 

H h 2 Such 
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Such 18 our fmall epitome, a convex glafs ; and whut, excepting for- 
rows, have we reviewed in thefe few pages which prefent a miniature 
and fummary of ten centuries, one thouiand years on earth, with their 
moft ftriking names, events, occurrences ! Some admirable mortals 
have indeed appeared upon the tiny flage, too clofe confined for fuch 
exalted charaders, ten charaders perhaps, not more in the ten ages ; 
jfent however to Ihow what men by ftrenuous exertion might be ; lent 
us to fee how lovely hxunan nature looks when animated by virtue, fet 
but a little lower than the angels/ and crowned with glory and honour. 
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CHAP. XV. 

FROM THE FIRST FOUNDING OF tHE TURKISH EMPIRE 

UNDER TANGROLIPDC, 1000, 

TO THE TIME OF THE FIRST CRUSADE, A. D. l lOO. 

ANEW dcfcription of men begins a new chapter; while the 
Turks, iince then fo famed in ftory, claim here a glance from 
RetroJpeSian s eye. In the year looo after our Lord's appearance 
upon earth, that formidable though dubious tribe of warriors, deduced 
from Hebrew origin by ibme, from ^rojan ftock by others ; fliewed 
themfelves of infinite confequence to all. They had two centuries 
back quitted the Riphasan mountains and heights of Imaus, which I 
am told means Snowdan in fome oriental dialed, and left the cold 
abodes of Scythia for warmer climates. They too were wanderers^ 
which the word Turk implies. But whilft the Vandals fettled weft- 
ward of /A^/V native regions, thefe wifely faftened upon fair Armenia; 
where once eftabliflied, feeing the caliphs or fucccifors of Mahomet 
dividing their imperial power, and by divifion falling into decay, feized 
their opportunity, and being called in as auxiliary troops to affift tlie 
Sultan of Ferfia, Togra Mucalet made himfelf too ufeful ; and having 
by his archers driven out the Arabs, became a dangerous friend, if 
friend, to the prince who had entreated his aid, but could not now 
obtain what he more wiflied — ^his abfence. The great heroick leader 
Tangrolipix placed his Sedluccianor Selduzzian family in Perfia, keep* 
ing the ftrongeft caftles for their fccurity. The Sultan, weary of this 

unrequeftcd 
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tinrcqucftcd refidence, attempted next to drive him out by force. The 
Turkifh bowmen made a feigned retreat ; but lurking in the woods^ 
burft fuddenly upon the Saracen camp ; deftroyed in that one battle 
the flower of their army, their poffibility of efcape^ and their hopes of 
conqueft upon a future day* The mvaders however made themfelves 
lefs unwelcome in the domain which they thus wrefted from its late 
pofTeiTors, by profefling themfelves dcfcendants of 2^dock or Sydyck^ 
iiippofed Noah, from whom we are all defcended, and by profeiling 
the faith of lihmael as modified by Mahomet. Mount Ararat, they 
faid, was one of the heights of Cathay,, the northern diftrift, and now 
fcarce a diftrift of China, which boafts Fohe or Noe likewife for anceftor^ 
and fince his facrifice they fcemed in that country to have been fire* 
woilhippers ; yet with pccijliar veneration to the fcrpcnt^ of whofe 
ikdorersc Biyrajit gives fp fuwin^k wid yet io clear account in his mytho- 
logy ; the QontemplatiiQa oC th^ ^n ^ ps^th proljably f^ryed for bc^h. 
Th^ z^dkck being \n a n.^^^:'"\^ fcrpcntine form, one god moved in 
th^ otb^r god's track:, md confiraied then^ in their reverepce for each. 
Vwk in^an^ f^Xhx ^ I haye be«n told ; twelve divifiom of which 
with twelve %n9. aru)«2(od portioiif d put the year, and twelve years 
formed their pyc^e* jehfltgh* giack^ or ^ack^ each year bearing an aiju.* 
i^al's forn[> aiid n«me, thus, A£»^, J3»//, Lynx, Hate, Crocodile, Ser^ 
pent, Hor/i, Sheep, Monkey, Dog, Bear, Hen ;* the favourite in the 

^ Mr. Samuel Turner, whom Natubor Deo^ the moft high and mighty lion in the 
world, ilyles prote&or of the humble^ from whofe boundlefs knowledge nothing fs 
concealed, publilhes a lift of names for tlie years compoflng this cycle, ibmewhat di{> 
ferent as to the manner of placing them ; but the Snake keeps its poft of pre-emi- 
nence. And by the cauldron of fire produced for recovery of Mr. Saunders, and the 
vever-dying flame of their lamps in Kootan or Thibet, I gather, that the religion of 
which Grand Lsima is the perpetual prieft, has for its ohje£t the renovating^ power 
which, having once furvived the deflruftion by water in the perfon of Zadyck, Noah ; 
will again prefervc us from the expeAed deftrufiion by fire umfer the perfon of Dalai 
Lama, whofe firft minifter is even n(>w in the year 1800 ftyled Sad^rck or Sadeek, as 
Mr. Turner lays. 

middle 
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middle for pre-eminence, or nearly fo. Al Suphi, the Sophy I fup- 
pofc, who died juft as thefe Turks came in ; was faid to have com- 
pofed a catalogue of fixed ftars too, but as he had no inftruments that 
we know of wherewith to obferve them, it was probably a fchcme for 
cafting nativities, rather than any attempt tow^ards aftronomy ; though 
Coftard thinks he fitted the old Ptolomaean catalogue to his own time, 
allowing for the preccflion of the equinox. 

While the world's notice was flrongly attraAed towards this new 
tribe of wanderers, a wild enthufiail flarted up among them, prediA- 
ing the felicity of Turci/m, and extent of their domains, which Ihall not 
(fays the man) be taken from them, until they Icoop aw*ay the blood- 
red apple, and wrap their heads round in its fcarlet fkin. A modern 
reader coming to this pafTage exclaims, '* Oh, let them then beware the 
bonnet rouge T' But we are engaged in- Retro/peii. Conflantine IX. 
now ruled the eaftem empire, and although worthlefs enough while he 
was alive and well, fuch was the ffcate of matters on his ficknefs, that 
the fuccefTor, Romanus Argiras, found himfelf compelled either at 
once to give up his pretenfions, or elfe to lofe his eyes, or to repudiate 
his well-deferving wife, and wed yoraig 2k)e, daughter of the emperor. 
Few men would^ I fuppofe have hefitated, and this prince had in his 
confort a convenient friend ; fhe faved her own difgrace by voluntary 
retirement, ending her ilill life in a nunnery, and Ihutting out all 
troublcfome intelligence concerning the nuptials of Zoc and Argirus ; 
who, though he in compliance with court etiquette was married to 
one princefs of royal race, baniflied her fiflcr Theodora, and paffed his 
time uneafily with Zoe, who fell in love with Michael Paphlago ; and 
the firft hufband liv'd not long in thofe days when ladies fixed their 
fancy on another. This Emperor was very fucccfsful againfl the Sa- 
racens, but having ill health, dropfy, and epileptick fits, the monks 
got round him, and prompted his repentance of Romanus's murder ; 
to penitence for fuch a fm was eafily added averfion for his alTociate ; 
and Zoe felt the punifliment of feeing hcrfelf hated by him for whom 

alone 



248 FROM FOUNDING OF TURKISH EMPIRE, lOOO. [ch. xr. 

alone ihe became guilty. Death broke her fecond chain, but a new 
Michael, iurnamed Calaphates, fet up for emperor, Ihavcd the once 
lovely daughter of Conftantine IX. and banilhed her by a decree for 
ever. The people ftrongly attached to the old houfe, took up her 
quarrel, and rebelled immediately ; feized the ufurping prince, put 
out his eyes, and called their favourite Zoe home again. She was next 
married to Conftantine Monomachus, who ruled the eaft in her name ; 
but keeping a miftrefs with more pomp than pradence, the nobles^ 
ever true to their firft choice, refented this infult to the dignity of a. 
family they revered, and fetting people on to ftone the emperor, re- 
Iblved to vindicate thofe old authorities which they conceived to be 
ignobly trampled on, when the confort of a fovereign princefs coha- 
bited openly with a lady belonging to the court. The lady however, 
prevailed on Zoe, now old and blind, infirm, and almoft in a ftate of 
fatuity, tp fliew herfelf in publick ; protefting to the citizens that 
all was by her own confent, her own defire. This pacified the 
tumult, and Conftantine reigoed quietly twelve years,, his favourite 
enjoying her poft in peace; and both contributing to keep alive 
the empreis, upon whofe breath their dignity depended. When 
Ihe died her huiband was himfclf in articulo mortis, and the ftibje<fts 
fetched home Theodora froixx banifhment, and although at this time 
the flagellants were fo efteemed that rods were wanting to the feve- 
rities of convent difcipline ; ftich was the diipenfing power oi the 
popes, that Zoe's death induced them to exert it, and force her fad 
fifter out from that laft refuge of piety and forrow, to take (when 
fcarce alive) the care of the Grjeek empire on herfelf. Her firft adl of 
power wa$ exiling, her ancient enemy Nicephorus, and fhowing that 
revenge was not, by twenty-eight years confinement, extinguifhed in 
her bofom. The next fte^p was afiTociating Michael Stratioticus, who 
had not fpirit to keep the feat flxe gave him ; but dying within the 
year, a new dynafty was at length begun in Haac Comnenius, firft of a 
femily, rendered illuftrious afterwards by talents as by virtue : but wc 

muft. 
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•muft not fi>rget Henry the Limping, ib called, becaufe m a iedition a£ 
Pavia he leaped a wall, and diflocated his thigh, which never could be 
iet. His generals however, made fuccefsful wars for him ; but a great 
pcftilence fo wafted Germany, that the old writers fay fcrpents grew 
out of the dead bodies ; worms I fuppofe, and frighted thofe who were 
yet aliyc from burying them. This might have cured their quarrel- 
ibme diipofition, and given them all enough to do ^tt home ; but Con- 
rad, fucceilbr to Henry, had no quiet reign : he crowned his fbn king 
of the Romans however, and that cuftom has gone forward ever iince. 
Heiuy the Black was called to the Empire upon his deceafe at Mae^ 
ftricht : this Henry a confort is the firft I read of who purged herfelf 
<£ all accufing ftains by fire ordeaL Pontanus tells the tale, and adds 
liow no repentance on her hulband*s part could pacify her injured ho- 
nour ; but refentful of an accufation flie deferved not; that queen hid 
Jier vexations in irrcvocs^e confinement, while her hufband conlbled 
liimielf by marrying fair Agnes, daughter to the Prince of Aquitainc, 
^ho reigned, or at kaft governed as regent to her fon Henry IV, tifl 
I • feeing arrived at years of emancipation, fifteen, he thruft her intd 

« conrvent« The icbellion of King Aba in Croatia however, had made 
^ little change here in the weftern empire, where Henty the Black 
gave part of the re-conquered provinces to Albert,' duke and prince of 
Bavaria, who from its fituatioa towards the other impftrial pitovinces, 
named his new acquifition Auftria. That name remains to it ftill. 
Meanwhile the papal -<:hair, which at the very beginning of this cen- 
tury had been adorned bySilvcfter 11. a biifaop qualified for his moft 
iacred office by all that ihidy could teach, or -capacity retain, now 
'groaned uader ambition, ignorance, and folly, when after the death of 
John, tind the depftfrng d Bencdid*, three pretenders Ikcd at once 
in Rome, and Clement, who was^leded in their defpite waspoifoned; 
but Benediar returning to the^argc, nc3tt difpatchcd Damafus II. 
and Leo^ who itigaed longeft, was after five years ixnprifbned at Bene- 
lfat.K li venta 
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vcnto. Succeeding princes, all of noble blood, couiins to the Em- 
peror, or brothers to the Dukes of Lorraine, difputed for the fee with 
fury ill becoming eccleiiafticks. Honorius attacked Rome fword in 
hand, fighting for the popedom, and was repulfed, although he held 
the Lateran two years : but we fhall foon fee the tiara on a hea<L 
able to keep it &Ji ; at prefent Spain requires a glimpie of Retrojpe£iion. 
'Twas early in the eleventh century that King Ramirez fettled at 
Madrid, lamented the difturbed court of his couiin Sancho, then King 
of Navarre,^ who gave up his innocent and well-meaning queen to the 
intrigues of his and her fon Garcia, who with unnatural violence ac- 
cufed his mother of adultery with the matter of the horfe, becauie that 
officer had on fome occafion denied the bold and young prince accqis 
to the ftablc, and refufed him a favourite palfrey of his father's, on 
which he wifhcd to pnrfuc fome adventure. His revenge hoY^ever> 
drawing on the Queen s difhonour, with Carlos*s decapitation, fhe de- 
mands the combat, and young Ramirez, a natural fon of the King, of- 
fered to fight his half-brother,, in defence of an injured lady. The 
lifts were drawn, but guilt, and confcioufnefs of a bad cauie, diiarmed 
and overpower'd Garcia : he fell down iuddenly at Sancho*s feet, cen^ 
fefling his cfime, and relating the provocation. To pacify EHvira was 
not however, an eafy matter ; Ihe refolved to quit both court and king- 
dom ; nor could the enamoured, though jealous king, retain her near 
his perfon, till he had taken a folemn oath to difinherit Garcia^ and 
leave all he pofieiTed to Ramirez. Such hard conditions broke the pa- 
rent's heart ; but he fubmitted, and the young prince was ient to ex- 
piate his fills in folitude, while generous Ramirez fucceeded to the 
fceptre, and was called king of Arragon. He reigned thirty-eight 
years, and left his dominions to Ferdinand jthe firft, king of Caftile 
and Leon. Seville now boafted a univerfity, and literature was &- 
cretly working up towards the light. Guido Aretinc, a native of 
Tufcany , and monk of the Bencdidine order, being bleffed with an car 

particularly 
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particularly attentive to harmony, had the ftrange nicety to obfervc, 
in * a popular hymn to St. John, the emphattck lyllables, 

Ut queant laxis rffonare fabris, 
M'iT2L geftorum, yimula tuorum, 
Sokt polluti lahi reatum 

San^te Johannes ! 

Theie emphaticl iyllables which had ftruck him as they chanted or 
hawTd out the litanies and Latin hymns, in an odd monotonous tone, 
much like blind men who beg alms ; he had the curiofity to mark 
with points thus, and put a letter to each, A.B.C.D.E.F. 



ut. re. mi. fa. fol. la. 

but becaufe here were only fix notes after all, his ear led him to add 
another; and having marked that with a Greek G, called Gom/T/^, 
the fcale obtained the name of Gamuts and keeps it ftill. This i» 
Moniieur de Menage^s account, but I believe Hawkins and Bumey 
tell the lanie talc. The ttwno di chlefaj is yet a word or expreffion 
common in Italy for that fame chanting tone : and deo auxiliante, as- 
one of the old writers fays, we have obtained, through their toil a 
plcafure to our fenfe, which hardly can be made a vice of. Writing 
too, was facilitated by the commoner ufe of cotton paper than for- 
iperly — ^an improvement which probably travelled into Europe from 
the caft : though it is hard to fay when it was ufed firft. Pcre Ma- 
billon fays, it was an old invention revived, becaufe St. Mark's gofpcl 
of the 5 th century, kept in the Archiviae Venetianse, is on cotton pa- 
per ; but all the arts almoft were rather revived than invented, except 
a few, of which we Ihall have occaiion to fpeak in courfe of this 

* The verfes were written by Paul Diaconus a little before the days of Chalemagne. 
It was called contrapunto or counterpoint very properly, becaufe the fyllables were fet 
rounur^ or aga'tnji the points, 

1 i 2 fummary. 
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fees his own breath, meaning in frozen latitudes. The ode recited by 
the three bards of Jomfberg, is a charafteriftick poem — ^they were be- 
ginning theadlion: *' You Ihall, fays Hacko to them, not relate after 
this battle, tales you haVe heard, but fights you have feen.** The con- 
tcft was with Fairlocks, king of Norway, he was called Harfagre : 
Rcgncr Lodbrog boafts in his famous ode, 'twas he that killed him : 
" We fought, lays he, with fwords, in that day when I made to ftruggk 
in the twilight of death, that young chieftain fo proud of fair flowing 
locks ; he that loved to converle with the handibme widows. We 
fought with fwords, for a man of arms marches early to the conflift, 
and makes ample food for the yellow-footed eagle-^he who afpires to 
the love of a princefs, will be dauntlefs in the clafli of fwords.*' Of 
this complexion too was Harold, the hardy brother to Olaus. He to 
cfcape aifaffination, walked out of his own country as far as Conftan- 
tinople ; two ruffians watched him on the way, but he deftroycd them 
both ; finding however how things ftood at home, no intentions of 
return entered his thoughts, and after a prodigious timefpent on ftich a 
journey, Harold the Hardy entered the caftern capital ragged and 
^wretched, as Ulyfles arrived in Ithaca. 

Little attraftcd by the gay appearance of a place fo new and ftrange to 
:him,our northern chieftain's charadler broke forth by fudden quarrel with 
a nobleman in the Hreet, whom having killed, the emperor unknow- 
ing, or unheeding of his quality, threw him in a dungeon where was 
kept an African ferpent of enormous fizc, fuch as this northern leader 
never could have feen ; they grappled, and the bold Norw^egian flew 
him after fliort contefl:. Leo Tornititius then ruled at Confl:antinople, 
and hearing what had pafl:, rcleafed his valiant prifoner, and informed 
him of Hardiknute's deceafe jufl learned from Hamburgh ; ofi^ering 
him money to provide his paflage home, with jufl: regard to rank fo 
elevated, and prowcfs fo prodigious. Harold however, difliking all he 
had fqen of foftcr climates, and hearing of agreeable changes in his 

native 
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native north, walked him difdainfully back to the arctick circle, and 
gained there the juft appellation of Harold the Hardy. 

Such were the men who conquered England ; where not unjuftly 
provoked by a feigned peace and real maffacre, Sweyn or Sueno, 
nephew, I think, to Frotho, and like him a new converted Chriftian, 
now began to meditate, as Milton fays — dreadful revenge, and battle 
dangerous to lels than gods. They had ereded bifhopricks in Denmark, 
and given a filver candleftick to the church ; and having no doubts, of 
courfe, that they lliould receive heavenly aid, they drove our treacherous 
Ethelrcd down to their finely imagined hell for cowards, and forced him' 
to drink of the hideous naftrande (whence w^y, I believe,) and though 
by dying, he left a moft heroick fon to contend with them, and well 
difpute pofleffion of his kingdom, the genius of Canute the Great, 
who followed his predeccflbr^s fteps, afting with more ikill and equal 
pertinacity, foon grew too powerful for Edmund, though furnamed 
Ironfides, to ftrive with : a famine too, occafioned by bad fcalbns, put 
his troops out of heart, and being at length murdered by his perfidi- 
ous chamberlains at. Oxford, Canute was left in a£iual, though wc 
will not call it peaceable, pofleffion of England, Denmark, and Nor- 
way, affiftcd ever by E^rl Godwin, a nobleman, whofe vaft domain 
confifting of all Weflex, and I believe much more, rendered him of 
immenfe confequence to whoever ihould fit upon our Britifli throne. 
This was in the year lOlO, when the king proved that his rough fa- 
vage manners had given way to Chriftian humility, by the known 
Ipeech addrefled to his flattering courtiers, who as he fate upon the 
Ihore near Haftings^ exprefled their admiration at his greatnefs, who 
thus fubdued, they faid, both land and fea. Canute replied, ''I'll ifluc 
a command then, thatthefe waves touch not my feet,*' and fo he did, 
fitting quite ftill, till a high tide came and waflied over them : then 
rifing, cried, " Now fee, my right good lords, what little powV your 
" king hath, and make no more blafphemous Speeches in his prefencc, 
^* who fceth and ordaineth, and hath created all tilings." This 

prince 
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prince however, although humble before God, encouraged in himfelf 
a lofty concioufnefs of fuperiority over other men, for Loftunga, the 
burd or fcald, the laureate of the day, having prefcnted his fovereign 
with an anagram and acroftlck, curioufly devifcd on fome great fcfti- 
val, when it was his place to celebrate his mafter's merits ; Canute 
bid him do better, or lo/e his head, for daring to employ no more words 
in his pralfc, and for fuppofmg fuch exploits could be contained in ten 
lines. The poet foon amplified his commendations, and fb extended 
them on the fecond trial, that he received a cow for his reward, bc- 
fides fomc marks in filvcr. 

But Scotland now exhibited fcencs of wickednefs infufFerable, 
brought daily before our retroJ^eSlive eye by Shakefpear's wonder-work- 
ing pen, and Slddons's unequalled powers of reprefcntation, Macbeth's 
murder of exemplary Duncan, and fubfequent ufurpation of the throne 
• there, marks thcfe perturbed moments ; nor can we fufficicntly ad- 
mire our great poet's ufe of the tale fo generally believed, that witches 
firft excited his ambition. Such fcenes of fuperftitious credulity arc 
with great judj]!;ment fct forth, when he recalls to our amazed imagi- 
nation runic talcs and terrifying occurrences, fuggcfted by Holinftied, 
Buchanan, or Saxo Grammaticus. Attentive to propriety, he calls no 
/pints from the vajly dcepy when Cyprus is the theatre of aftion, or Ju- 
liet's warm and faithful paffion brings early-blooming Verona to our 
view. But wc proceed in our fummary, which Ihevvs fome alteration 
in the affairs of England, where by Canute's death and divifion of his 
empire among three fons, no fmall confufion followed. The attach- 
ment which our iflandcrs felt for the father's merits was quickly re- 
moved by the young mens' conducit, Harold, Harefoot, and Hardik- 
nute. The third youth owed his deftruftion to Earl Godwin. Ill 
chance and little Ikill on all their parts however, left the crown vacant, 
which was foon fet upon the head of a moft pious prince, Edward fur- 
named the Confeflbr, of Saxon blood, and manners eminently gentle ; 
although his reign commenced with fuch an a<^ as we (hould cfteem 
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cruelty intolerable, forcing Queen Emma, widow of Canute the Great, 
to prove her chaftity by fire ordeal. Leofrid, lord of Coventry the 
while, in order to fliew himfelf no lefs fevere, levied a tax upon his 
town, fuch as it could never have been able to pay. The lady Go* 
tliva intreated for her native city, but its tyrant would remit the im- 
poft upon one condition only, that the fuppliant Ihould ride along the 
open ftreet without any clothes at all on ; and Ihe complied, covering 
herfelf with her hair, the people, out of refpc<ft and gratitude, keeping 
clofe within their houfes, that fhe might not be looked at ; although 
fuch was the fmall fize of Godiva, and fuch the immenfe quantity of 
her hair, that nothing, if they had looked, could have been feen. This 
ftory, told by Matthew of Weftminfter in his Florilegus, is apparently 
taken verbatim from the Golden Legend, where the fame talc is related 
of St. Agnes ; and there are many piftures in Italy confirming my charge 
of plagiarifm : but fafts are fcarcc, and the fame narration fcrvcs to hafii 
up again perpetually. I know not where I have read, but fomewherc I 
have read of an accident fimilar to that which befell the turbulent earl 
Godwin. Harold taunting him at a feaft with fome words cxpreffing 
lufpicion of his having caufed yoimg Alfric's death, brother of the 
reigning fovereign, that arrogant nobleman denied it, with oaths and 
ftrong affeveration, adding, he wifhed the bread then in his mouth 
might choke him, if ever he had cognizance of that tragical event. 
Anxious to be heard, and fpeaking haftily with his mouth full, the bread 
did choke him, and convinced all prefent of his guilt. St. Edward, 
though married to this earl's daughter> liked the family fo little that 
he refolutely forcbore to continue it, although diftrefs'd to an extreme 
upon account of the fucceffion, and fcnt for his nephew, fon to Iron- 
fides, from the continent. This prince unhappily catching a fever and 
dying ten days after his arrival, left his pretenfions to a confumptivc 
boy, unequal to the tafk of well maintaining them. The Confeffor 
looked with grief on a namelefs and famelefs ftripling as his fucceflbr, 
who has been known to hiftory, I think, by no other appellation than 
Vol I. Kk ' Atheling; 
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Atheling ; Edgar Atheling, as wc fiiould fay Edgar the Prince j Mhclixxg 
meaning one of royal blood. Whoever killed an atheling was obligpd 
to pay a fum as great as one who killed a bi/hop by miftake ; but the 
primate^s life was of equal value to that of the king, When taken wil- 
ftdly, and bore as high a price. Our fovercign therefore, ill, timid, 
and irrcfolute ; hung back from naming any heir at all ; yet caft his 
eyes on William duke of Normandy, who being lately married to Ma- 
tilda, fifth in dcfccnt from Alfred the Great, was likelieft to fccure the 
crown and dignity from Godwin's infblent afpiring fons, who feemcd 
to inherit that genius of turbulent and refllefs ambition which had in* 
ipired their father, and allied them all to the throne, puihing their filler 
ta fit on it, however unwelcome to her royal confort- Grown fick 
and feeble, he but lived to hear that Harold was on his march to Lon*- 
don, then died in the Arms of his conibling monks ; a race become fo 
numerous in our ifle, that they outnumbered the military even in Ca^ 
nute's days, who faid 'twaa upon that afiurance he had grounded his hopes, 
of a fuccefsful invafion. Thus ended the reign of gentle Edward, who^ 
when one of hts pages, thinking his mailer ilept, applied h'unfelf to 
robbing the firong box kept near his bed, cried out, " Thou hadfl beft 
*' take care of Huga the Lord Chamberlain, for if he catch thee, thou 
" art a dead dog ; I myfelf however will tell no tales," and kept his 
word. Yet little as this king confided in his own ftrength of body or 
powers of mind, he was, as it appears, firmly perfuaded that touch of* 
his hand w^ould cure the fcrophula, a difeafe which threateiw to out- 
live monarchy itfelf, which Harold now came forward and boldly, 
claimed, as a king chofen of the citizens of London. Nor were his early 
ads unworthy their approbation* Harold revised, reformed, and put 
in execution thofe laws which Ilept under St. Edward's half-raifed- 
fceptre, whilft a rebellion excited by his brother Tofti, called forth his* 
martial prowefs^ Ihewing mankind that England had now no flcepy 
fovereign to proteA her. William the Norman however, not fo de- 
tcned, reiblved to invade and conq,uer this fair iiland. He brought ^ 
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i9nth him ions to inherit his acquiiltions, ions too^ who boafled high 
^efcent from the iafe fide (he was himielf a baftard) ; he brought 
trith him a heart full of hope, a hand excelling in all valiant deeds ; he 
brought too what was then ineftimable, almofl irrefiftible, he brought 
the good pope'^s Uefling and a eotifecrated banner touched by fbme 
facred retinues ktpt at Rome. I^retehlions had he none, but through 
his duchefs and dying Edward's dubious apjjrobation. Harold how- 
ever had (till fewer claims ; arms could alone decide the conteft, itid 
to that deeifion both brave generals hafiened their laft appeal. That 
the Englifh pais'd the night before that battle which was to determine 
their fate, in feafling ; and the Normans in devotion and prayer ; firft 
^vei an imprcffion in favour of the invaders, with whom came vifibic 
improvement in all the arts and elegancies of life. The court of Wil- 
liam contained volimteer princes and barons from evexy nation, cadets 
of evejy family^ illuflrious by birth and filled with martial ardour. 
Among them anceftors of various houfes IHU fubiifting among us, and 
various others of Which the male heirs are extin6l. Richard de Cave 
and Adam de Saltfburg, fbn to Alexander then reigning duke of Ba- 
varia ; thefc Waited on the perfon of their leader William, w^ho arm- 
ing early on the decifive morning, reproved the fellow who, prefenting 
him the breaft-plate, for w?int of good light to fee by, was fixing it 
between the fhoulders. " Gramercy ! good my liege,'* exclaimed the 
ready dtcffcr, ** this (hall be accounted for high fortune to us, feeing 
*' you came hither but a duie, ye fhall depart a king, for I put that 
<* which ufed to^be before, behind.'* The event fufcceeding, William 
remembered what had happened, and the thing paffed into a kind of 
proverb. It was a bloody contefl. The^drmans moving on at dawn 
of day, fung the gay fbhg of Roland, and begun : Harold received the 
Ihock with valour, no lefs well tried and perfed: than their own. 
When fuch chiefs meet, difputing fuch a prize, night-fall and death 
alone oil fehd the ftmggle ; among fifteen thoufand faithful followers 
bircathlcB ^pon the field on the next day the royal corpfe was found, and 
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gallant William, juftly called the Conqueror, gave it with decent forrow 
to the countefs. Bards, fcalds, and minftrels, proclainied their own and 
their new king's felicity ; for good St, Edward had difgraced that tribe 
by prohibition of the poet's exercifc by pricfts or princes : although, 
a profeflion confecrated by Alfred's ufe ihould not, methinks, have 
been defpifed by any. When learning however, long pent up in the fmall 
ark almoft miraculoufly contrived for confervation of thofe feeds {boix 
to be fown on the regenerated earth, began to look out of her window 
with impatience upon the wild chaotic waves of ignorance and folly ;. 
firft on excurfive projefts Ihe appears to have fent forth her black crom 
Alchemy. After fome unfuccefeful trials he found footing, but not fa 
Urania. Aftronomy yet peeped unwillingly from ihelter, returning 
foon again opprefTed by clouds, that damped encouragement, andf 
dimm'd enquiry. When Ihe brought back the olive it was duiky,. 
tinged with the brown hue of gloomy fpeculation : feeking rather to 
find out earthly events from afpeft of the heavenly bodies, than for- 
warding our fublunary knowledge by obfervation of their invariable 
courfes. Aftrology was fuited to the temper of fuch times; and 
fcience,. on her firft attempt at re-appearance, was in danger of being, 
feduced to ferve in a bad caufe, by the rcfemblancc this branch of hec 
tree bears to the magician's wand. Arabian literature was of xnoft 
worth. Perhaps the Arabs introduced fome pleafurcs too, unknown 
in our rough regions ; chefs, for example, invented by 2ijheik of their 
country, and thence called echecs in French ; hut they themfclves had 
it from Greece, I've heard ; and Draco, the fevere lawgiver of Athens^ 
was faid to have taught it to Dionyfius, as an amufement to divert his 
mind from cruelty. Happy if fo, had Rome brought that with other 
luxuries from Sicily; it might have faved fome lives from Nero and Do* 
mitian.. Nicephorus and Irene the Cruel are reprefented as alluding to 
this game in their corrcfpondence, by Mr. Gibbon ; but though he is 
ufually liberal in quotations of authority, I can find none to that. 
Soon after the accelHon of Qur Conqueror however^ Johaimes Gram- 
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maticus, having ftudied polite literature at Paris, where the young men 
of rank from other nations were in his time fent for education, fet up 
a fort of academy at Oxford, and took pupils from noble houfcs, in 
order to inftru<ft them in the belles-lettres, explaining to them Ovid's 
Mctamorphofes, and writing a fmall treatife upon verification. Lan- 
franc likewife did his part with ipirit ; for whereas one book then ferved 
many monafteries in Spain, this prelate, A. D. 10 72, enjoined his li- 
brarian here in England to deliver each of our religieux a book, and 
allow each man a year to read it in, and thofe who had neglefted it fo 
much, as at the twelvemonth's end to know nothing of its contents, 
were to do penance with other delinquents, in the church upon Afli- 
Wednefday. Of what was known concerning Greek in thefe days I can 
give little account : Hebrew had kept itfelf alive by William's edi6l, 
calling over Jews to fettle here with a view chiefly to promote com- 
merce; it had however fbme efFed on learning. Painting was com- 
pletely a dead letter ; mufic breathed more freely ; the difference be- - 
tween b natural and b fiat extended her powers a little. The Gothick 
b was natural to us, no doubt ; the Roman b was fofter, and Italians ^ 
call it b molle. Faux bourdon is a mere French term for a humming 
noife — vous bourdonnez toujours^ is their word yet, for one who hums 
a dull drony tune to himfelf as he walks along. But fafts demand our 
retroJpeSlivc glance, which, while it finds the flerilc world effete almoft 
to the produdtion of either elegance or fcience, fees its rough rulers re- 
create their minds, wearied with plans of war and felf-aggrandizement, ^ 
by imitation of like fatal fbuggles, by tournaments without doors, by 
chefs within. In evil hour did the Conqueror of England's two fierce 
fbns, Robert and William, who had. fb often quarrelled with each 
other, fit down, to this lafl game with Louis le Gros, hereditary prince 
of France. The youth who had unhorfed in fight even his own va- 
liant father, was not of a turn to yield at chefs ; and Robert rofe from . 
table fwome enemy to Lewis VI. fumamed the Pat, nor did the con- 
fequences of the difpute end for three centuries after it commenced. 

Robert 
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Robert Courthofe however, neither dcpofed the Conqueror, nor even 
fucceeded to htniy who, as he himfelf cxpreflcd It, meant in no wife to 
put oft' his clothfes until he went to bed. Lanfranc, the archbilhop, who " 
was fo great a benefaftor to the fees of Canterbury and Rocheftcr, was 
much in the king's fivour, and recommended him to chufe William, 
fumamcd Rufus, as his heir. He did fo ; but being grown fat arid 
unwieldy, having firft built the Tower of London, fettled the Dooms- 
day book, and received homage from the King of Scots, found him- 
felf ill and confined : yet when Philip of France, hearing the news, 
faid favagely — " That ufurper of Britain, niethinks, lies long in child" 
" hed :** our Conqueror replied — " Ay, marry ! and when I have been 
*' churched once, there fhall be nriuch light feen at Paris." Hfe kept 
his word, and on recovering, wafted the French tcrritorifes with fire 
and fword, till the metropolis, as he had prcdifted, prepared for his ap- 
proach, which a fall from his too fiery charger alone prevented ; and 
our Englifli people cried a judgment for having deftroyed thirty-fix 
churches and villages between Ssiliibury arid the fea, merely that he 
might have more roorii to hunt in. Such was the charafter of this 
rough chieftain. Baldwin, of Flanders, who built Dunkirk, lived a 
life xsontrafling thefe harfli warriors: he made a vow never to wear d 
xwcapon. Godfrey oXorreyne had gentler manners than his coarfc 
contemporaries. He built Delfts in Holland, fo called of the deep 
ditches he delved round her: but having no fons, left his pofl!cflions 
to a beautiful fifter, Countcfs de Blois, and mother to Godfrey of 
Boulogne, of whom much hereafter. 

Gregory VII. meanwhile reigtied at llome, refolving even with 
Caefarian boldnels, to reftorc all the temporal dominions fhe had once 
poflefled, to that iproud city ; whofe devouring vultures, feen by old 
Romulus, when leaft cxpeAed turh'd at a dlftance, iind pafsd hy once 
more, promifing a frefli career of power and rule over a fubmiflSvc 
world. Of that world, half Europe and fome Jjarts of Afia ttiembled 
before the j:iod of Gregory the feventh* Michael Ducas^ Empferbr of 
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the Eaft, was depofcd ; the King of Poland was excpnjmunlcated ; fo 
was every ecclefiaftick too, who meanly held a benefice in any realm 
obtained by lay friendfhip, or confirmed by lay authority, Boleflaus, 
fon of fair Dumbraca, was degraded, and his land declared no longer 
a fovereignty :. England was threatened with invafion for having long 
neglected to pay tribute. The Pope feized Spain as his entire pro- 
perty, Iharing it out among adventurers, who undertook its refcuc 
from the Saracens, agreeing to hold.it themfelves in vaflalage of the 
facred fee. Againft proceedings which fo ftunned mankind, none 
dared proteft but Henry IV. who called himfelf Emperor of the Weft, 
and felt enraged by thefe encroachments; but Gregory, difdaining to 
hold dignities under his jurifdidion, prepared for war, abfolved the 
Hungarian fubjed^ from allegiance, and took care to remind men that 
Rome alone was miftrefs of the world. Thus after many princes had 
been baffled in trying to obtain and keep the papal chair, this haughty 
Hildcbrand, fon of a Tufcan carpenter, taught all his fucccflbrs to 
fcorn imperial confirmation in their office, when, by that office, he 
could force the nominal ruler of our weftern empire to crofs the 
Alps amid the fnows of winter, and fitting barefooted and bareheaded : 
for three nights and days at the unop*ning door of Cattle St. Angelo, 
there folicit that abfolution and reconcilement, which Gregory, after 
long paufc and various ceremonies, at length condefcended to bcftow. 
Thoufands oi lives indeed, were loft in thefe hot contefts ; for Henry, 
burning with revenge and Ihame, fet up an anti-pope, who drove. his 
enemy before him to Salerno ; yet nothing defirous to lofe the tem- 
poral powers or poiTeffions annexed by the laft bifliop to the fee of 
Rome, he confirmed all his predeceffor's decrees, which were coUeded 
now and called Di(3^/tt^ Papa. Among them perhaps, is recorded the 
verfe woven into that diadem with whidi Gregory prefentcd IlodoU 
phusi Duke of Suabia 



Petrus dedit Petro 
Petrus diadama RodoIpht>. 
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The duke put it on, fwcaring to hold it on his head or cut his hand 
oft. In confcquencc of fuch a vow, he did fight no fewer than nine 
battles to maintain it ; then finding himfelf hard prefled, chopt his right 
hand away, and with the other flung from him haftily the fatal gift, 
fubmitting to his lawful fovereign Henry. Meanwhile the aftive Gil- 
bert, of Ravenna, fct up by that Emperor againft the Pope, performed 
in his turn prodigies of valour, yet never got himfelf confirmed in the 
fiicceffion, which Victor, their next choice, found fo turbulent and 
dangerous, that he moft earneftly requefted their permiffion to retire 
and end his days in St. Girolamo's monaftery. The event Ihcws how- 
wife was his determination, by which indeed he was not fiifFered to abide. 
Contending fplrits forced him out again, and ill fuccefs drove him for 
laft refuge to the Moles Adrianae, or Caflle St. Angelo, where he fbon 
diedof poifon, and a Frenchman, Urban II. fucceeded to the chair^ not 
unmolefled by flill rcfllefs Gilbert, who called himfelf Clement HI. till 
in the papacy of Pafchal IT. he died, leaving the popedom fo increafed 
In power, that this lafl prelate made no fcruple to fubfcribe and date 
all public a<fts, the year of his own retgn^ not the emperor's; which 
anecdote fcrves as a little mark among the many crouding events that 
in this interefling century perplex the rctroj]>e6iive eye, which fees with 
wonder here reviv'd, a charaderiftick peculiar to the Roman fi:ate,again{i 
which all foreign efforts to obflrud: her growing greatnefs, whether 
under Pagan or Chriftian difpcnfation, were found equally inane, inert, 
inadequate ; while civil diflcntion's fclf had no effeift in reflraining 
the rapid progrcfs of her conquefls, cither when Marius and Sylla dif- 
puted the dldatorfhip, or when, as in the times we tell of, fchifm dif- 
turbcd her church, and ignorance fcemed likely to. undermine it. lU 
condufl in the fovereigns of other ftatcs are apt to bring difgrace on 
tiieir authority ; — not fo in Rome. The temper of the eleventh 
.century fo vifibly co-operated with that martial fpirit, that refiftlcls 
vigour fcemingly inherent in her princely city, that once more arrayed 
in pomp and pridc^ in purple and in fcarlet, fhe faid to the fubjeded 
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world, with confidence, IJjt as a queen, IJhall know no forrtnv. Wc 
muft however look back for a moment, and fee ^c;/// Gregory unking'd 
the flcdded Polack. Staniflaus, biftiop of Cracovia, and a man of 
learning, had ftcpt in between that petty tyrant and his vices. Ijolcf- 
laus had torn from one of his nobles a wife whofc affcdlions her huf- 
band had till then enjoyed, and the pope's legate infilled very properly 
that to his penance ihould be added — ^retribution. Stung with re- 
venge, the favage prince, in his own chapel, caufcd to- be aflaffinatcd 
a monitor whofe conduft dciervcd praifc, not death ; nor yet contented 
with exercifing flich lacrilegious brutality, ordered the corpfe to be 
carried up a hill without the city and cut in quarters. An eagle therc^ 
Icfs inattentive to his fuffcring virtue, (iays Cromcrius) hovered around 
the palpitating members, protc<5lcd them from further infult, and ia 
amazed thofe who prefided at the horrid cerenK)ny, that they foreborc 
th* entire execution on't, and Boleilaus yielded a fuUen confent that 
the body Ihould be buried. " The familhcd eagle fcreams and pafles by," 
is then a beauty borrowed from hiftorick fa<S. What wonder ! Fic- 
tion never fo imprcffes the mind, as when reality afidfts the engraver ; 
and few fituations afford a finer iubjcdt for the pencil than does ol4 
Rome's ever majeftick emblem, thus even Uterally defending her fe- 
cerdotal dignity. Such kings required fuch popes to controul thdr 
cruelty ; but when the power of inveftiture was loft, the fovercigxis of 
Europe dropt into (laves apace, without much need of arms the quicker 
to fubduc them. All learning too, poifefiTed by churchmen merely, 
they grew the natural refuge of the poor, the terror of the rich ia 
every country ; and to that mental fuperiority^ which by its own na* 
ture will procure command, and infure ready obedience, they often 
added (uperior merit too, and dazzled mankind by their appropriate 
excellence. 

The city of Lorctto now was built, at leaft was founded; Suidas 
was fuppofed to have lived in thefe days, tlxough the reign of Alexis 
Commcnus boafts h^ writings. The hiftorical and geographical lexi- 
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con of this author was edited by Kuftcr with immenfe care and notes 
befidc, in the year 1 700, and dedicated to the King of Pruffia. 'Twas 
about this time too, that Spain caft afidc her Gothick chara(5lcrs, Al- 
phonfo having commanded there the ufe of Roman letters. Urban II. 
now founded the univerfity of Piia ; the order of Carthuiians was in- 
ftltuted by St. Bruno, who wrote the ftory of the Saxon war, while 
Robert, of Hereford, in our own countr), taught mathcmaticks, and 
dlffufed a fpirit of knowledge through his dioccfc. The Normau 
kings, addided all to war, or favage fports rclembling it, bowed down 
before the fenfe of higher intelletl:, and William was even happy to 
look on, whilft Lanfranc, a Milancfc, was primate of all England. 
Our old Saxon nobles now were roughly treated, and numbers of them 
forced to fly the realm, while not a finger was lifted up againft cccle- 
fiafticks of whatever origin, for in thofe days they only could not of- 
fend. The pope fent nuncios into every nation, protedling his own 
dependents againft the laws of the place, compenfating the celibacy 
which he ftrldly required of them, with private indulgencies and pub- 
lick fupport. Alphonfo, of Caftile, was a favourite with his clergy ; 
but Cid ruy Dias aflifted Ferdinand of Arragon againft his father Ra- 
mirez, and difturbed all that part of the world with his exploits, the 
theme of every fong, the admiration of a wondering age. His being 
made governor of Toledo increafed his renown. The Moors having 
had long poffeffion of Valentia, could hold it faft from every force 
but his, and the Cid's entry is not yet forgotten. 1 have myfclf 
fcen it rcprefented in a ballet: Don Quixote makes his name 
familiar to us all, and Corncille has immortalized the ftory of Xi- 
mena. Thefe were the days o{ artificial paflions, and fentiment pre- 
vailing oyer nature. Wc have feen honour in Elvira of Spain triumph 
over and trample upon maternal tendernefs : we now obfcrvc the he- 
roick daughter of the Count dc Gormaz in love almoft to madncls 
with the Cid ; yet when flie heard her father was fallen by his arm, 
regardlefs of all feeling, except filial fondncfs, fhc flew to demand his 
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death from Ferdinand, purfuing her point with a-vindidivc fury that 
convinced all the world ihe was in carncft. That Prince however, re- 
commended marriage rather than revenge, and affiftcd her valiant 
lover to intreat his pardon. She reiifted their united fupplications 
and the Cid*s rnerits, and her own heart fix years ; and hiilory tells us 
that the Pope's command was added to the King's rcqueft before Xi- 
mena would confent to the connc<5Hbn, or accept a hand flaincd, 
though by chance, with a dear parent's- blood- 
Such were the times, and conduft, and opinions, when Alnwick 
C^flle was beiieged in Weftmoreland, and battled for between the 
King of Scots and King of England ; when famine wafted the inha- 
bitants of Denmark ; when William Rufus rebuilt merry CarliHe, and 
proved he underftood the Englifh charaAer, eafily led as now by a 
ilngle word, though difficult to be driven. He bid all loyal hearts 
repair to him, and fwore he would himfclf call that lad a niding who 
fhould refolve to ftay at home that day. Campden fays, fuch was the 
crowd, that the place could not hold them : no man would be called 
a niding by his fovereign : it means a neftling, I believe, one who keeps 
home for fear. We fay a mllkfop ; but Rufus's word is nearer. This 
Prince now offered Robert his brother 666 lbs. weight of filver for a 
mortgage of the duchy of Normandy : a cruel bargain we fhould nov^ 
cfteem it, but plate was fcarce then, and one pound weighed fifty-two 
ounces. 

A flight Retrofpe£iion of oriental affairs will bring us to the clofe of 
this long century and tedious chapter. Ifaac Comnenus being ftruck 
with lightning, was at the fame moment ftrongly impreffed with the 
neceffity of a peculiar thankfulnefs due to God : he therefore devoted 
himfclf wholly to prayer, turned friar, and invefted Conftantine Ducas 
with the imperial purple. This Prince was called Por^Ayrogenitus, 
haying been bom after his father Ifaac was invefted with the purple. 
He married Eudocia, by whom he had three fbns, Michael,. Androni- 
cus, and Conftantine. The fccond was of a gay temper, kept fourteen 
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liundred hawks^ I tbiak, and fevca hundred naen to wait on them; 
and was the firft who introdaccd the place of grand falcoacn The 
eldcft was the man expelkd by Gregory. Their father finding he 
had not long to live> made his wife fwear upon his death^bed that 
Ihc would never marry ; but in two ycafs fhe begged the patriarch 
would difpcnfe her oath, promifing in return fhe would vred bis 
nephew, and afibciate him to the prejudice of all her fbns* Coofent 
was loon obtained upon fuch terms^ but the &lfe lai^ caUed out Jka^ 
manus from his priion, where he was put for tieaibnabk pradices 
againft her hulbaiid Conftantine, and celebrated her nuptials with him 
publickly. The new Emperor however, ufed her ill, which yoiing 
Andronicus refenting, feizcd the uiluper, and put out his eyes, placed 
his brother Michael on the throne, of which indeed he could not keep 
pofleffion, and hid his filly mothei?*s fhamc and forrow in a convent. 
Turkifb Axalla iww braved the Greek emperors, and wafted aU the fron- 
tiers of their once wide-^ftretched dontain : Emdocia's valiau^ ibcis- died 
in battle defending it, and Michael Ducas, the pious one, hearing their 
ill: fuccefs, expired in his monaftery of a broken heart. 

Alexis * Comnenus, next heir to Ifaac*s poffeflfions, and uncle to the 
late princes, w^as now called to rule. He eretfted fchpols, hof]>itak, 
and afylums for the poor, and educated his daughter, the accomplifhed 
Pffineefs Anna, m every branchr of knowledige. The caftern world did 
indeed poflcfs all the learning that there was in thofe days, fw al- 
tbougli. William of England laid on ibme occafion that an ignorant 
monarch was no better than a crown d a&, which fentence Camden 
records among bis wife fpecches f€w other princes were perfuadcd of 
Aich truths* Tbeodoric's gothick notion tha* valour aiad phUofophy 
were incompatible^ went on from father to fbn with few exceptions, 
and the popular long of Roland evinces that females alone lamented 
the. literary famine which followed thofe dark ages. Ambitious Rome 

* Alexis meaas tbe lio9. 
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pcomoted that opinion^ becaiufc mtidund't. genei^l iwant of light ifort 
them to her as fole feat of illamtnstioiL. She had even theil (for 
BoleilaW fault) forced all his fabjcSbi to pny iji Latin OBiy, and l^ 
prohibited the Scriptures in his realm (a ftraxige method ci* caring im- 
mOTaKty) bat eUiging the people's private as well as pufalick devotiott 
to be made in th^ tongue, iipt its ufe aHmc. Proportionate to^^cH 
ranee, flouriftKrd credibility ; — dreams^ were rather more thought of tka 
realities, and when our Rufus died of an airaw ihcct by chance as he 
was hunting, it ailoniihed no one who* remembesed bow he tdd the 
pages when he waked that m<^ning of a ftrange fiuicy whic& poffi^fied 
his fleeping hours ; having it feems dreamed that a cold wind fuddenly 
pierced through his lide. The lols of thefe rude leaders was indeed 
little felt among their followers, nor does it appear that fubjeAs then 
thought ^nyjfiow of affliAion neceffary to decorum. His body, found 
by feme fellows croffing the foreft, was flung on a horfe's back, and 
interred with little care at Winchefter next morning. Future atten- 
tion recorded the accident by a ftone fet up where grew the tree on 
which the arrow glanced. Lord Delaware ere<ied the memorial, and 
Mr. J. P. Andrews drew the fcencry for the Gentleman's Magazine, 
September, 1786, adding, that the family of Purkefs, who carried the 
corpfe acrofs the foreft thetij inhabit to this day the neighbouring cot- 
tages. 

England, though coarfe, was not however poor in thofe days : the 
Conqueror's income was400,000l. o'year, in thofe days, IVe read, and 
his ion William had not diminifhed but increaied it. The cinque 
ports were begun, gold coin grew into ufe, corporations were efta- 
bliflied, the odious taxes laid on by Danilh tyranny remitted, and 
though the curfew, or couvre-feuy revolts Polydore Virgil fo, it was not 
firft invented to tqrment our iiland : the Normans had fubmitted long 
before to put out their fires at their king^s command. Domeboc, or 
Doomfday-book, had been begun, I think, in 1081, finiflied in 1087* 
It e)gi(ts ftillj as I have been told^ fair and legible. King Alfred made 

one 
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one long before, which, if yet in being, muft be looked for at Win* 
chefter. 'Tis called Rotulus Wlnton, and refers T R £ for Tempus 
Regis Ethelredi. William the Conqueror, in his newer work, refers 
T R £ likewiie ; but that means Exiward the Confeflbr. Vaiehat fo 
much for example T R £ Tempus Regis Edwards. It was worth fuch 
a fum in King £dward's time. The inftitution of our Court of Chan- 
cery, final divifion of £ngland into baronies, and completion of Bevef - 
ton CafUe, in Glouceilerihire, with the buildings of Weffaniniler Hall 
and London Bridge, all done before the acceilion of Henry the fi^, 
alone ihall delay me from the Holy Land. 
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CHAP. XVI. . 

FROM THE YEAR 1097, FIRST CRUSADE, TO THE MIDDU& 
OF THE TWELFTH CENTURY, A, D. 1150. 

AND now the troubled waters, which had deluged our world with 
barbarifm, like thofe that drowned it in the days of Noah, liib- 
fided not all at once. A rufhing and a mighty wind drove them into 
a new current, and its fupematural impetuofity was rcafonably enough 
afcribed to the immediate hand of God. Grrcgory the feventh's power- 
ful and perfifting ambition firft dug the channel ; but the breath of a 
mean fanatick was employed to blow forward the tide that filled it. 
Peter the Hermit, born at Amiens in Picardy, made, as did many 
more, a devotional pilgrimage to Jemfalcm, where it began to be fup- 
pofed in Europe that Chrift would, at the clofc of the thoufand 
years mentioned by Saint John, appear once more on earth and 
judge the world. He faw there how the Turks, after wrcfting. Syria 
from the Saracens, treated our brethren with peculiar cmelty upon 
that fpot where their great Saviour's fufFerings led many to con- 
template the fcene of their completion ; nor will I much extend my- 
fclf in arguments to prove, what in this day none will difpute, how 
men had better ferve the Lord at home, obeying his precepts, and imi- 
tating his example; than by undertaking a tedious journey for the fake 
of feeing the place where his crofs was firft erefied. Manners mu/i in 
fome nieafure change with times. There were then no fcriptures pub- 
lickly read and known, nor were the limits of duty afcertained as now> 
within the well-known precinds of the gofpcl ; but piety delighted to 
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warm her languid virtue by.clofer approaches to the Sun of Righteouf- 
nefs, and forrow haftcned to that hallow'd fpot, where firft flie rofe 
with healing in her wings. Curiollty, eldeft child of learning, was 
not then born, to turn the traveller's attention upon objefts which, to 
the minds of pilgrims in thofc centuries, had no attradlivc power ; nor 
did they dream, in the year 1100, of fimpling upon Mount Sinai, 
wheue early man received the law from everlafting God, in thundcr- 
ings, and lightnings, and voices. Peter the Hermit then returned to 
Eurdpe, flufli'd with a generous and natural indignation at feeing that 
his Redeemer's fervants were inlUted, his holy lepulchre profaned, and 
nil the myftcrics of our religion derided, where their facrcd inftitution 
firft began. Hafting to Rome, where Urban II. filled the papal chair, 
he poured forth his torrent of complaints before it, and the pope called 
a council at Piaccnza : no hall however was found that could contain 
the flocking muhitiides, and their convention was held upon a plain. 
Such were the transports excited by one pilgrim's warm pathctick elo- 
quence, that all fnreicnt devoted themfelves Solemnly, though fud* 
denly, to refcue Jeniialem firom Turkifli tyranny and vile oppreffion : 
and Urban, (whom Hume and Goldfmith call Martin, by miftakc) 
deiirous to engage the rich and powerful in fuch a caufc, fummon'd 
another council at Clermont d'Auvergne. Peter, whofe vigour felt 
like that of fabled Antaeus, ren.ewcd by touch of his own parent earth, 
there ftill more loudly reiterated his exhortations to a crowd of liftening 
princes^ prelates, nobles, knights, and pious women, who with one ac« 
cord, as if infpircd, cried out all at once " God wills it fo, Gpd wills it.'* 
Words from that hour coniecrated as a fignal of rendezvous and battle, 
whilft all imited and prepared for war under the bloody crofs, fixed as a 
badge upon the right flioulder, and painted on every ftandard through 
the continent. Artizans^ priefts, peafknts, enrolled their names ; and 
although our iilanders Teemed the leaft heated by this contagious calen- 
ture of cnthufiiafm of any EAtropean inhabitants, many barons and no- 
lulity^ high in both power and wealth through England^ fold their pof- 
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feffions ofF, broke up houfc-keeping, and away for the Holy Land. 
Thofe who declined the fervice were foon branded with ignominy as 
avaricious, heretical, or pufiUanimous. Niditigs perhaps, till in thofe 
days of fcanty population, when Domefday-book declares York to have 
contained but \4\ 8 families, Norwich 738 hovfes, only, with others in 
proportion, — an army of 700,000 combatants from all countries were' 
colIe<3:ed, fghting men : thofe who aflumed the crofs, and followed as 
affiftant reinforcements, &c. were fix millions. Of thefe, 300,000 
troops went firft with Peter to condu6l them ; while Godfrey, of Bou- 
logne, who commanded 400,000 more, began to feel uneafy left the 
armament (hould by its magnitude defeat its own great purpofe. " All 
** Europe (fays the Princefs Anna Comnena) torn up from the foun- 
." dation, fecmed ready to precipitate itfelf on Afia in one united mafs." 
Gibbon derides the female eloquence which thus expreffes itfelf in 
vcarmth, yet figure ; but fuch occurrences defcribed by thofe who law 
and felt them, will feldom be related neatly or terfely, or with that 
French tournure and delicacy of quick finifh, that is no lels remote from 
manly charaftcr and unafFeded fimplicity, than is the natural fublimity 
of the princcls. Europe did indeed precipitate itfelf on Afia, like a 
vaft avalanche tumbling from her fnowy Alps ; like that it fufTocated 
for a time, but not deftroyed, the foes on which it fell ; like that too, 
it in due time diflblved away, leaving no trace of its own violence. 
That violence however, was not unprovoked : Fuller, whom w^e will 
not fuipcft of foolifti warmth in a caufe which he firft ventured to ri- 
dicule, feels himfelf honeftly obliged to confefs that the Bolphorus was 
too narrow a ditch, and the Grecian empire too low a hedge for keep- 
ing out thefe aftoniihing invaders, who had already wafted Italy^ con- 
quered Spain, made inroads upon Aquitaine, and poifeiTed many iflands 
in the Mediterranean Sea. The war therefore (adds he) was partly 
ofFenfivc, partly defenlive too, like a weapon fix'd in the boffe of a 
fhield. Silvefter II. tutor to Otho, had in the year 98O, written a fort 
of paftoral letter, elegantly lamenting the fate of Jeruialem, but was 
Vol. I M m liften'd 
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liften'd to by the inhabitants of Pifa alone, who armed againft the Ma- 
hometans, but being fmgle had no fuccefi. The truth is, Silvcftcr 
pofTcffed too much literature for the times he lived in : the mafs of 
mankind did not undcrftand him. Peter the Hermit's louder cries, 
and ruder manners, awakened thofe who flcpt at the call of rational 
and well-informed piety : befides that, at the clofe of the tenth cen- 
tury, a fudden alarm feized people's fancy, and many thought the world 
was in its laft convulfions. L'Hiftoire dc Languedoc, by Vaiicttc, 
prcfervcs a French charter, beginning thus : Appropinqtiante mundi ter^ 
minoy &c. As the end of the world approaches, &c. and individuals made 
themfclves fo certain that the clofmg fcenes were near, it was a com- 
mon j>ra<fticc to throw up all, and run to meet their Saviour where he 
fufFcrcd. Such diiinterefted conduft muft clear them at worft frony 
all fufpicion of hypocrify ; but what was begun in honour was con- 
tinued afterwards by many, certainly through a ipirit of mean pru- 
dence, as coarfe fewel fervcs to keep alive that flame which touch 
aetherial lighted. Thofe who aifumed the crofs were exempted from 
profecutions for debt ; they paid no taxes for a considerable time : they 
were not bound to plead in civil courts, but were put wholly under 
care of the church, and thus almoft emancipated from the then hard 
preflure of ibme fuperior lord. Thefc ftrange immunities were caufe 
of temporary union ; for debtor and creditor, plaintiff and defendant, 
baron and vaiTal, took the common badge ; and fhaking hands in 
friendfhip, fet off together for Paleftine. Our elegant hiftorian Hume 
tells us befide, that the great nobles then poffeffed in every country the 
right of making peace and vvar, which above all other privileges they 
\'alued, and that they were engaged in perpetual hoftilities with each 
other. He might have added, that as marriage was then forbidden as 
fsLT as to the leventh degree of confanguinity, and all within that pale 
were relations, bound by blood to fupport family quarrels, fo that the 
open champagnes were become theatres of conteft, between bands of 
fubjedb fighting in their own caulcs, without the fmalleft regard to 
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law,jufticc, or kingly authority. Every man, popularly fpeaking, being 
by this iyftem dependant either on his own, or on a klnfman's fword — 
What wonder if valour was confidercd as the only excellence ? When 
civil fports were all conncAcd too with myftick devotion, and fcenick 
reprcfcntation, returned to its firft Twaddling bands, attempted nothing 
but the narration of a facred ftory, oddly affifted by grimaces of the re- 
lator, and fighed for a long proccffion, not yet in uic, but half in con- 
templation — what marvel, or what harm indeed, if fuperftitious 
phrenzy did for a moment feize upon mankind, and fet on foot one vaft 
one ferious and fublime proceffion in order to regain the Holy Land ; 
the attendant multitude is at this diftance of time difficult to conceive ; 
women not mean of rank followed in the train for devotion's fake ; and 
the word volunteer, then firft adopted, fccmed to include every defcrip- 
tion of men, from pardon'd criminals to barons of high birth ; giving 
for benefit of all at once, to every idle individual a centre of union, and 
binding the irregular and Ihapelefs mafs into a determined, though 
ill-falhioned form. Arpin now fold the Vicomte de Bourges to Phi* 
lip L king of France, in full perfuafion that our world was ending ; 
but he who bought did homage to the Comte Sancerre, in whom 'tis 
plain piety had not deadened that fenfe of equality, as a knight and 
gentleman, in which nobles of thofe days flood to their nominal fo- 
vereign, who was only, as it were in "feme refpefts, fuperior lord at 
home. Europe was broken into various but tyrannick ariftocracics, 
where the chieftain, whether king, duke, or baron, was judge in civil 
cafes, and the church in all the reft. Reading was yet of difficult at* 
tainment, and no written laws could have had much cfFcft, fb that 
barbarifm would have laftcd longer among us, had not this fudden im- 
petus driven, they fcarce knew why, all conditions of humanity in one 
enormous aggregate to Afia. The Grecian Emperor there however, 
little delighting at fight of fuch a univerfal movement, began to fear 
left they Ihould lofe their way, and fall upon Conftantinople inftead of 
Jcrufalem. Had he been fkilful in fuch things as we are now, he 
might have honeftly enriched himfelf by contra(5l ; for 'twas agreed 
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that Alexis fhould fupply the army, and have all they fliould win, ex* 
cept the iepulchre : but this prince, mean and treacherous, and hafty 
to be fafc where there was no danger, after they had torn Nice and 
Exorgum, and Antioch from the infidels, bafcly betrayed their armies 
more than once, and forced rough Eocmund to turn his fword upon 
our eaftern brethren in belief, to the perpetual fcorn of thofe who 
write in latter times on the crufade. When this bold prince was taken 
by the Turks, Tancred, immortalized by Taflb's pcrx, fupplied his 
place and freed Edeffa, native town of Hcfter the patriotic Jewefs, who 
was known to Artaxerxes only by that name iladajfa^' in the feraglio. 
The word means fccret : Ihe had been fworn not to reveal her birth 
till, for the fafety of her friends, 'twas necelfary^ 

But Antioch, the city where Chriftians firft were called fo, where 
Peter, the apoftle of our Lord, was firft inftalled a bifhop — Antioch 
was the fcene which witneffed the dlfgrace of his moft wretched name- 
fake, who having conduced millions to that fpot, left it at fight of 
war and ran away ; Ihewing how iU a hermit's education forts with a 
foldier's coat. The fpear, however, which had pierced our Saviour's 
fide, found by fome chance in a church dedicated to his earlieft dis- 
ciple, ferved as a rallying ftandard to our army, who fought valiantly 
to free the tomb of their Redeemer, while they openly difobeyed all hi^ 
commands. In this caufe it has been obferved that Chriftians fought 
really lefs like men than lions, whofe fanguiuary rage was feeble when 
compared with theirs. The Amazon tribe were on this occafion dif^ 
tinguiftied. Fuller fays, by careleflbefs of life, and ferocity in conqueft ; 
and where 100,000 Turks lay dead one day upon a field, to which w£ 
know that no artillery was brought, their favagc valour muft have been 
beyond conception. The Venetians fignalized themfelves among thcfe 
combatants, 'twas they took Afkelon, and did prodigious fervice at 
Ptolcmais, Sidon, &c. When Baldwin was made King of Jerufalem, 
he prefcnlcd them with the bronze borfes which, had drawn the car of 

* Pronounce AtoflTa. She was the firft lady celebrated for epiftolary writing: flic 
wrote upon fmall leavts of wood clofed with bees wax.. 
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Apollo in pagan days; they had aftrcet, a church, and other privileges, but 
the Genoefe enjoyed more folid profit in being recompenfed wdth the 
third part of all the maritime towns, I muft here Ihock the retrojpec^ 
five eye, by placing before it for an inftant only, the fierce aflault on the 
devoted city which was taken by ftorm, Friday, 5th of July, laft year 
of the eleventh century, after an obftinate and pertinacious defence 
That the (laughter of refifting warriors fliould be immenfe, furprizcs 
no one ; but the decree of mercilefs feverity, iflTued out by conquering 
Chriftians, to deftroy every infidel found, there on the third day after it 
was taken, drives the blood backward in a reader's veins. When pagan 
Rome had facked Jerufalem, the gallant Titus gave command to fpare> 
but the inhabitants forced on their own ruin. When papal Rome 
triumphed over the fame guilty town, Godfrey and Euftace gave com- 
mand to kill ; nor turned their fight away when fucking babes, and 
fuppliant mothers, fuUied the pikes of foldiers with their bloods The 
inhuman maflfacre was Sunday's work, and the day on which our 
blefi!ed Lord rofe from the dead, was the time chofen to make a 
Ihambles of his facred fepulchre. Yet although we confcfs thefc 
heroes difgraced Chrift's dodrine while they avowed their faith in his 
divinity, let us be candid to their brave difintereftednefs. Godfrey de 
Boulogne, when the crown was offered him, fwore he'd not wear a coro- 
net of gold where his Redeemer's brpws were pierced with thorn r and 
Baldwin, whom they forced into the throne, faid he would fit in it 
but to fervc his brethren. A reign of fourteen years Ipent on that bu- 
finels only, proved they were no difl!cmblers, nor no hypocrites. En- 
thufiafm ading upon ignorance, produced a flame as when the chy- 
mift pours his aromatick oil on nitrous acid : the burft will not be hin- 
der'd even by vacuum. 

Rome heard the news with indecorous joy, and whilfi: (as a natioa) 
they exprefled defire of revenge infatiable upon the infidels, each indi- 
vidual now began to feel continuance of fuch deftruAion, as a cordial 
admioiftered to meaner pafidons. Avarice prompted the Pope ta per- 
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fuade fccular princes, nobles, &c. to fet forward on the bloody pilgrim- 
age ; teaching the fick or lazy to commute their journey by large fums 
paid to his trcafury for fervice of the holy crofs. 

All the eftatcs fold up by madly pious adventurers, fell quickly into 
hands of churchmen, who by thcfe fales became temporal barons, pof- 
fcflcd of fiefs to an immenle amount, particularly in France and Eng- 
land, where fovereigns, by this new iignal for a general chace, were 
cafily diverted from all thought of ftruggling to retain the right of 
inveftiturc, now no longer in their power, or to fay truth, no longer in 
their heads. 

Places of accuftomed worfliip were dcfcrtcd, cathedrals dropt into 
decay, prayers were no longer faid in publick as they had been ; and even 
private devotion was fo much difufed, that repetition of Patcr-nofter, 
and Ave Maria then (upplicd the place of thofe petitions to the Al- 
mighty, now known by the name of Liturgies, digefted into fettled 
forms of prayer ; beads, therefore, grew needful, to remind people how 
oftcn they faid over the fame thing. 

The elegant word rofary^ means a ftring of thofe beads like devo- 
dropt ^ counted by morning light amid the fields, by innocent fimpli- 
city courting the ear of Heaven, when it llieds on wood and bladed 
grafs rofctda mella. 

New dreflcs of a fcarlct colour meanwhile adorned the ecclefiafticks 
upon days of gala,* fwelling their full-blown dignities, and expreflive 
of firm refolution to maintain them as fuch with their blood \ and if 
any high fpirit w^as obferved likely to oppofc, or even complain of in* 
novations, the Pope had a furc place to fend them to ; the pilgrimage 
to Afia was in fuch cafes compelled-, as Saul fcnt David againft the Phi- 
liftinestobc rid of him, fays Fuller. All this time Pmffia, and part of 
Lithuania, were in a ftate of barbarifm ; that they had never been con- 
verted is not true : they, like the Danes, had in the very cariy ages 

^ So called from ro/a, Aftbick perbapc, meaaiiig a r^h •fh$n9ur, as I have read. 
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been taught true faith by an old fet of miffionariet devoted to St. Vi- 
tus ; they therefore founded fomewhat like a church, and dedicated 
it to him : but having never learned to read, fuccecding generations 
loft the true meaning, and cafily rclapfmg into idolatry, they made a 
gigantick figure of the faint with four frightful heads, and called itSu-- 
antovtty dancing round vs^hen Chriftian ftrangers were facrificed, all 
this in fo extravagant a manner, and accompanied by gcftures {6 wild 
and without meaning, that northern nations called by the name of St. 
Vitus's dance, a nervous afFeAion, inducing odd vagaries of the limbs. 
A fpecies of the epilepfy, is, I believe, called fo ftill in England, Den- 
mark and Norway. 

When the crufades had taught mankind, however, that force might 
be applied with good fuccefs to propagate our religion, fome was fent 
out againft thefe wretched pagans, who dilliking this fecond mode of 
converfion, oppofed it ftoutly ; and treated thofe who now tried to in- 
ftruft them, with no fmall degree of brutality. Military orders were 
therefore inftituted, brethren of the fword, knights of Chrift, of St. 
John of Jerufalem, with numberlefs others. The Templars devoted 
themfelves to care of the police ; all highways being infefted with 
banditti, and thefe gentlemen protec^led paflengersy2?Z^r^ a la main. 

A Neftorian hcrctick, however, as 'tis faid, regardlefs of thefe or- 
thodox aiTociations, fet up for himfelf fomewhere in Cathay, he called 
his rank that of a Prefby ter, but his rule was, in his circle, no lefs de** 
fpotick than that of the pope at Rome : and Milton faid moft wiiely^ 
ages after ; 

** That you may read full clearly in your charge, 
" New prcfbyter is but old pricft urrotd large." 

Wherever power is, 'twill make itfelf be felt. This man is known 
to hiftory by name of Prefter John; his feft grew numerous, and his 
fucccffors fo well knew how to maintain their ground, that they re- 
mained a body of themfelves, firmly incorporated, till down to the later 
days of Gengis Khan. When after m^nygehach or zodiach had been 
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run through, they fcparatcd ; and arc now fcarcely remembered in In- 
dia. Qucre indeed — Whether the Dalay Lama of our prcfent day, is 
not the Prejier John of former times ? Monf. de la Croze thinks fp ; 
and wc knew nothing about the Gylongs of Thibet in the year 1 100, 
I believe ; but lince commerce has made us acquainted with their 
oeconomy and pricfthood, we have known lefs, or talked Icfs about 
Prcfter John. Perhaps his connexion with Chriilianity, as it was ori- 
ginally flight, merged with a lapfe of time in the gulph of Unitarianifm, 
and finking there, regenerated in the Grand Lama; who, by Mr. 
Turner's account, confiders fome particular places to be facred, as 
witnefling his Jirft appearance in our world. Marco Polo feems to 
have derived the word prejier from prefbyter, naturally enough ; but 
there is a fiery meteor fo called in the ealt, which the orientals pof- 
fibly connedled w ith the mah's title, and the more willingly obeyed 
his behefts. 

The biihop of Chichefter has the figure of Prefler John for his coat 
armour : I have enquired the reafon, but in vain. If however, one 
fquadron deferted the true flandard, another returned to obedience. 
Monothelites, who held only one will and a<flion in our Saviour, tired 
of thofe fubtleties they never underflood, were reconciled in the 
twelfth century, and came pouring down in troops from the top of Li- 
banus, where they had retired from perfecution in days of controverfy, 
to join the general crufade, by nan^e of Maronites. After Saladin's 
conquell, they indeed lapfed again, probably from too much talk with 
the Mahometans, into heretical unitarianifm ; but Clement VIII. 
brought them once more to renewed conjmunion with Rome, and I 
myfelf faw their venerable bifhop diflributing his palm branches the 
Sunday before Eafler, 1 786. Whilft oriental echoes, however, re- 
peat the heroifhi of Baldwin and Boemund, Godfrey and Euflace, 
with praifes not yet forgotten ; the meannefsand duplicity of Alexis, 
the Greek emperor, form a very flriking contraft to their charafters. 
He would do nothing for the caufe which could in any wife be avoided, 

and 
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and for the little he did do, preffed the pope to unite both empires 
in his perfon. On refufal, this interefted prince fcrupled not the be- 
traying a large body of leagued Chriftians into the hands of highly- 
provoked infidels. His fon Emanuel too, having one day fct upon a 
detachment of Turks, fomcwhere in Paphlagonia, putting them to the 
rout, and making a great flaughtcr : Alexis thought it neceffary to 
make publick rejoicing, and create the youth a knight ; but when the 
farce was finilhed, taking him flily to bis own tent, he beat the boy 
with his two fifts, calling him afs and gull, for doing the Latins w^ork 
for them. 

Truth is the Lati^is, fo they called our weftern army, were much 
dctefted and defpifed by Greeks, who fpoke of them on all occafions 
with diflike ; and even complained that they had caufed a plague in 
Afia, when from the icent of putrid carcaies, joined to unufual heat, 
contagious fevers fwept off no fewer than 50,000 Chriftians, the firft 
half year after Jerufalem was taken. But we muft fee what follies 
were committing in Europe by thofe who ftaid at home : RetmJpeSiton 
will there be led to think, that people had a fixt defign to mnh the 
world end by flopping future population, and murdering the prefcnt 
inhabitants. Twelve thoufand Jews were maflacred upon fome flight 
pretence, and Bruges, in Flanders, not long built, was burned to 
ground, with a vaft number of inhabitants. Yet no efFe<^ enfucd: 
Fribourg was founded, and Utrecht was feen daily increafing ; Dant- 
.zick too, muft have been a place famous for trade, or elfe the ftory 
would foon fall to ground of the rich widow related in Annales 
Belgicac, who gave the mafter of fome Ihip commiffion to bring her 
thence, the moft valuable commodity that could be found in that vaft 
general mart. Her lover, the captain, loaded his veflel with wheaty 
which the proud dame difdaining, caufed it all to be thrown over- 
board: heavy judgments, fay the old books, followed fuch arrogance 
and folly. The haven grew a flat where they threw out the corn, at 
Stavereo, a little port in Friezland ; and made it dangerous landing 
Vol. I. Nn for 
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for the future. A ilrange diforder narrowed the widow's throat, and 
fhe was punilhcd by being ftarved to death. The afFeifting ftory of 
Fagcl, giving his lady her lover the brave Coucy's heart to eat, is of 
this period, if I remember rightly ; fhe eat no more, but refufed food 
and died. I fear the gallant Tancred fct the example by his lefs jufti- 
fiable cruelty. Fagel had jealoufy to inflame his paffions, yet Sigif- 
munda's innocent attachment had fcarce a lighter chaflifemcnt aflTigned 
her. Drydcn and Furino have immortalized her fufferings — Howe! 
and Burney vindicate la dame aimee de Caucy, from all but fentimental 
preference of her accomplifhed troubadour. 

. The names of Ubbo and Ingo, Nicholas, &c. fill up all Danifli re- 
cords with their ftruggles, to wreft that fnowy region each from other; 
Ingo w^as a youth of flow parts, and his bafc uncle fet him on a bought 
which bending far over a rapid ftream, brok? with his weight, and he 
fell in the river ; but having Ycaped with life from this misfortune, his , 
tutor, bribed for the cruel purpofc by Nicholas the heir, advifed him to 
ride out upon a horfe he could not rule, and by his death, in confe- 
qucnce of this experiment, made way for his patron. I well remem- 
ber tales to this effedl told here in England twenty years ago> when a 
young Irifliman was tried for murder. 

One worth ie charafter relieves our RetroJpeSi which lees with 
pleafure Charles furnamed the Good, firfl; coufin to king Baldwin of 
Jerufakm,diftributing at Ipres in a famine feventy-cight thoufand loaves 
with his own hand, forbearing to touch bread himfelf feven weeks ; 
and for thisgreateftof all publick benefits, becaufe fome private families 
were forced to fufFer rough retrenchments on their luxuries, private re* 
fentment followed, and the Stratenfes caufed this incomparable prince 
to be aflaflTmated in the market-place. The word qffajin brings us 
back to the eaft. The name was new, and in that country coined : 
the thing had, I fear, always exifted fince the fecond man was bom 
into the world. But about A. D. 1140 dwelt in fix cities of Syria a 
band of Mahometan owning no lord, and paying no fut^edion ex- 
cept 
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ccpt to their grand- mafter, who lived at Antaradus, a clufter of fmall 
habitations upon a hill, and was called by his congregated affembly the 
Old Man of the Mountam ; a name fmce given by Voltaire, in unde- 
ferved deriilon^ to the pope. At his command the dwellers in thofe 
tents ran and returned, and his commands were feldom iffued but for 
murder, as he lived fafe in AJfaJJiniay fuch was the name of this lawlefs 
diftriA, and no power dared approach the fpider in his web. This 
monftrous engine levelled at human focicty lafted as far as to the year 
J 257 ; till when moft of the deaths which could not be accounted for 
among the great men, were juftly enough attributed to thefe djfa/jins, 
who ftabbed in the dark and polfoned for hire, retreating to their in- 
acceffible mount when the black d^ed was done. King Almerick 
once hoped to have converted the grand- mafter, and was about to en- 
tertain his ambaflador for that purpofe ; but a hot-headed templar, 
little fufpeding the purport of his coming, killed the qffh/Jtnf and from 
that hour it was fettled hoftility. To contend for our faith, but yet 
contend with charity ; to hate the error, but pity thofe who had been 
led aftrayj endeavouring to convince, convert, confole them ; are- qua- 
lities which literally could not then have had exiftence : fuch virtues 
were referved for Fenclon, for Fleury, dwellers in a gentler foil, and 
times grown temperate by the experience of fruitlefs concuflions. A 
charatSlcr like theirs, while thefe concuflions lafted, muft have been 
cruftied at once, its merits all unknown. And on that principle Peter 
Waldenfis, a merchant of Lyons, having taught his followers a fort of 
quietifm, wiihing to reform their own manners and let their neigh- 
bours' opinions quite alone, could not keep out of harm's way in the 
Pays de Vand. Witnefs the proven9al verfes quoted by Voltaire and 
Mr. Gray in the notes to his Bampton Leftures. 

Que non volia maudir, ne jaura no menti, 
N'occir, n'avroutar, nc prenne de altry, 
Ne s'avengear de fuo enemy, 
Los difons qu' es Vaudes et losfefcn morir. 

- Nn 2 And 
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And witncfs the terrible crufadc fet on foot againft thefe fame inno- 
cents long afterwards, by name of Albigcois ; they were the relicks 
of the Vaudois : their feft never critically known, perhaps ; but 
when they laboured for peace, like king David, the others made them- 
fclves ready to battle. 

Peculiarities of good or ill praftices fecm entailed upon particular 
nations for a vaft length of time. Alphonfo Henriqucz was the firft 
fovcreiOT who ftyled himfelf Duke of Portugal ; but after the bloody 
battle of Orichia, where he overcame Ifmarus and three other Moorifh 
kings, whofe heads at the moment I am writing adorn the arms of 
Marie Fran<joife Ifabella, he was faluted king by his whole army. 
This man married his aunt by papal difpenfation, and fhe, when* a 
widow, wedded his brother Ferdinand ; who, when (he died, took 
Thcrefa, that very brother's daughter, to be his fecond wife. It is 
obfervable how fuch conne<^ion between degrees of kindred ufually 
forbidden obtain in that ftill, more than in any other Chriftian land» 
Alphonfo Henriquez had a fabulator, whofe bufmefs in his bed-chamber 
every evening was to tell ftorics (fahula) till he fell afleep. Complaining 
how^ever that the ftories were too fliort, the difour invented one fb long 
that during the recital h^ fell afleep as well as the king : " We will, fays 
*' Henriquez, have this talc every night." The harper had a privilege 
to fit down, but the fabulator^o^?^ always when in royal prefencc ; 
fuch was the etiquette. Phyficians had fate down before the king ever 
fmce the year 424. (Sec Warton). Conies a donntr dehout is an cxpref- 
fion growing out of this cuftom, when the tale-teller himfelf Jro/)/ 
afleep though Jlandtng. Spain and Portugal were always nearly allied. 
Farinelli, almoft in our own time, fung the fame fong, Fer quel caro 
amplcjfoy every night to the king of Spain for eight years together : the 
Italians call the air by his Majefty's name at this moment. That pom* 
pons felf-fufficiency which is fuppofed to diftingui(h Spaniards from 
other Europeans, was firft obferved in the twelfth century, Alphonfo 
of Axragon was called Alphonfo the Arrogant, par equivoque, and his 

fucceflbr, 
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fucceflbr, Peter de Taros was dcpofed in four months for cxccfs of 
pride. From Ramirez gentler manners were cxpeAcd, but he proved 
as haughty as his predeceflors. A fcvere illnefs indeed brought him to 
humbler thoughts ; he made long penance, and at length turned 
monk. But health and fupercilioufncfs returned together, aijd the 

diftlch 

D«mon languebat, monachus tunc effe volebat ; 
Aft ubi convaluit, manfit ut ante fuit. 

When the devij was fick, the devil a monk would bo ; 
But wheh the devil was well, the devil a monk was he— ^ 

was made on that occafion. A daughter of his, before he turned 
friar, named Petronilla, married the E^rl of Catalonia, and added that 
province to the crown lands. Soon after which Alphonfo, furnamed 
the Good and Wife, king of Cattile and Leon, who being prefent at" 
many battles faw the death of one hundred and twenty thoufand Sa- 
racens, and who regained from his ambitious neighbours all they had 
torn from him, inftituted the order of Calatrava or Slip Fetter, upon 
taking that town, by which a<S he confidered his dominions as finally 
refcued from fetters long impofed on them. This prince made Toledo 
the metropolis ; and calling it an imperial city, wiflicd, but in vain, to 
be acknowledged emperor ofCaftile, &c. another curious proof of Spa-- 
nifli pride. Alphonfo was oddly jealous of a lady whom he loved, and 
fet a nobleman of high rank to court her; but the experiment being 
likely to end ill for all, it. was put a finilh to as oddly as it begun ; for 
a troubadour who came to divert the king and grandees upon his 
birth-day, recited a talc like that in Don Quixote called El Curiofo 
lmpcrtine}ite\ with which his Majcfty being much ftruck, faid to him, 
*^ Minftrcl, your tale has good Iharp fait in it, and excellent morality, 
" it fhali be called he Jaloux Chatte :" and fo it was, and ferved the 
great Cervantes as a model. We ought to add how Alphonfo pre- 
fented the b^rd a bag of. crowns; changed his conducft towards the- 

lady. 
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lady, who married her new lover the nobleman, with a large dower 
bcflowcd by the ibvcreign, on condition they fliould neither of them 
ever more appear at court. 

But Venice attrafts more than a glimpfe of Retrojpedilon. While 
flie was gaining laurels at the Holy Land, her province of Dalmatia re- 
belled ; Michaeli and Bolani his fon-in-law, dukes and doges of that 
day, reduced them however in a Ihort time to obedience^ Spalatro 
being taken ; although the Padoani mifchievoufly endeavoured to for- 
vyard the evil by changing the courfe of the Brenta, then better known 
by name of Medoacus. After a flight punifliment they too returned 
to their duty, and the republick kept profpering exceedingly, keeping 
in their own hands all trade with Grand Cairo, and having clofe con- 
nexion befide with other powers, to whom they fold ipices from the eaft 
with very great advantage. Gems now grew into an article of luxury in 
Europe, and to the Venetian Ihips or gallies all merchandize and all naval 
rcfiftancc to the common enemy was confided. At thefc crufades much 
therefore was found which our wcftem inhabitants went not thither to 
look for, and feme of their importations are now unobfervcd, becaufc 
they are grown fo common. But 'twas in oppofition to thefe Venice 
gallies that the Turks always fent out an emir or emerah whence 
Chriftians from that time called him an amiral* or admiral, who head- 
ed and commanded any fleet. Mofaick work was new learned on thefe 
oriental cxcurfions ; and Italy, ever firft to adopt the elegancies of life, 
difplaycd fuch diligence, that old Falcandus the hifl:orian of Sicily in- 
forms us, how in this century the cathedral church at Palermo had 
its walls decorated with that ornamental incrufliation. But Conftanti- 
nople had prcfcrved many arts after Rome had lofl: all fight of them, 
the fovcreign ftill refiding fafely ihercy while Goths and Vandals facked 
the defer ted city, and left few traces of its priftine greatnefs. About 
this period Jikcwife, ufidn fome difpute between the Duke of Bavaria 

• Milton fays amiral^ without the d. 

and 
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and Conrad IIL emperor of the weft, fprung the firft germ of that 
long-lafting feud between the Gwclphs and Gibelines, which, though 
it diftraded and even defolated Europe for fo many years together, 
feems to have left at laft only a faint remembrance of the folly upon 
the mind of an hiftorick reader, like the old conteft of the centaurs 
and lapithae upon that of a claflick and mythological ftudent. Con- 
rad meantime, who built Ulm in Suabia, fo called ab uUlgtne, from 
the quaritityot\7/// trees that grew there on the banks of the Danube, 
trok the tov\ii of Winfbcrg in Germany, granting only the women's 
lives, and as much houfehold ftuiFas they could carry away with them. 
Thofc who were married coming out each of them loaded with a rebel 
hull)and to fling at the king's feet, the gallant fovcreign rewarded their 
fidelity by pardoning all the inhabitants of a town poflcfling fuch con- 
jugal virtue. Our.fweet Spedator calls the city Henjbergy and makes 
the prettieft ftory of it imaginable ; but he, as Johnfon fays of Gold- 
fmitb, touched nothing he did not improve. 

Nullum quod tctigit non ornavit. 

Had I their powers to make RetroJpeSiion pleafmg, I would endeavour 
to draw on my readers fo as to give the remaining part of this long 
chapter to the affairs of France, whofe king Philip went not to Pale- 
fline, detained by Bertrade wife to Fulke of Anjou, who had left 
her own hufband and prevailed upon her lover to betray his fon Lewis 
le Gros, whom flie dofed afterwards with inefFc<Sual poifon, andwasfor^ 
given. This Lewis difplayed theftandard of St. Denys, the celebrated 
orifiamme, in his difputes with neighbouring nations, and on his death- 
bed drew his ring from off his finger and put it on that of his fon Louis 
le Jeune, who married Eleanor of Guienne and Poidou; and accepted 
the truft of a great kingdom, which his father told him (liould be govern- 
ed only for the people's good. Truth is, they had as yet little to do with 
any arts of government. The barons there, as in England, were all feu- 
dal lords; but the crulading fever and conlequent delirium having im- 
pelled . 
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pelled many of them to fell up their pofleffions,' Lewis purchafed ; and 
the fmall towns having befides bought their freedom from their chiefs, 
dropt to the king of courfe, who becoming prote<flor to them, became 
mailer too ; and the chain of ariftocracy began to ruft in that country 
before any other throughout Europe. The Franks were from the be- 
ginning firft to bc^^^;' and now in an old deed, preferved^till lately 
among the the treafures of St. Denys, appears for the firft time to our 
retrofpeSlive eye the word from whence comes the dauphin of France : 
Guigo comes qui vacatur delphinus made fome exchange of lands 
with Hugh Comte de Grenohle ; the date was 1 142, and after the middle 
of the 1 2th century the title was become fixt and hereditary. Soon after 
this, or perhaps feven years before, the houfe of Bourbon took its rile 
from Archibald Comte de Bourbon, or Borbonius. His device when 
in the w^ars of Paleftine was a globe, and written round it orbi bonus. 
But we muft not forget old England. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

TO THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1200. 

WHEN the foul of our fecond William, furly to maintain his 
rights, and faucy with hope of extending them, was fled ; his 
next brother, and heir of courfe to a prince who had no children, was 
Robert duke of Normandy, who had approved his valour both in Eu- 
rope and Afia ; but he being engaged among the chiefs who leagued 
for the recovery of Paleftine, heard not what pafled, in the New Foreft 
Hamplhire ; while Heniy, the Conqueror's youngeft fbn, was, happily 
for him, upon the fpot. A<ftive and vigilant, and as it appears wholly 
unreftrained by fraternal afFc6lion, or principles of julticc, from fcizing 
what of right belonged to another, he hurried to Winchelter, and 
fternly demanded the keys of a caflle there, where the regalia were 
iji tho(e days k^pt. Breteuil, to whom the dead king had confided his 
treafure, remonftrated a while and then refiftcd ; but Henr}' drew his 
fword, and the Earls of Warwick and Meulant fwore to abet his pre- 
tenfions, which Breteuil dared no longer difpute, and the coronation 
was foon performed in St. Peter's church, now Weflminfter Abbey. 
A general council, the origin of parliament, was fiimmoned ; and to 
thofe who compofed it the new fovereign made a fpeech, giving as a 
reafon for his afpiring to command them, that he was born after his 
father was crowned here and acknowledged, alluding perhaps to the 
favourite diftinftion among the Greek emperors, when they had a Ion 
born in the purple, as they called it, porphyrogeftttus. Henry was graced 
with learning, and knew thcfe things ; he had been furnamed Beau- 
clerc for his accomplilhments ; but his auditors found themfelves more 
Vol. I. Go ' cafily 
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cafily pcrfuadcd by an argument of greater folidity : he' offered them a 
charter, mitigating in feme meaiure the royal prerogative, and annul- 
ling as it was exprefs'd, evil cuftoms and illegal exadlions, by that very^ 
epithet exprefling that there were exiftent laws, and that his father 
broke them. Princes well affurcd of their own juft title, are fcldom 
forward in appealing thus to the immediate interefts of their people, 
while thofe who accidentally, or by favour of concurring circumftances,. 
come in to fuddenly acquired or fcarcely expeded dignity, willingly 
part with a fmall fliarc of power to prefcrve the reft inviolate ; nor 
does this trick of conciliation often anfwer as to purchafing afFeftionate 
regard, which ever naturally follows the true heir \ and the refiliency 
towards Robert of Normandy was feen the moment he arrived in 
France; but by loitering on his journey with the fair daughter of 
Converfana, the fbft climate of Naples relaxed his martial fpirit ; and 
though many barons from here deftrtcd to his ftandard, he wiftied only 
for peace he faid, and that on almoft any terms. Whoever fays {o^^ 
fliall be fure of bad ones ; he loft England and Normandy both ; but 
1, believe, although he died in Wales^ that he was buried, at Glo'fter v 
there is a recumbent figure of him there in the cathedral. Henry 
meanwhile fhewed himfclf no hypocrite ; he granted a charter and pri- 
vileges to the city of London, which they have kept with more atten-^ 
tion than our kings beftowed on prerogatives imagined lefs liable to- 
violation ; he willingly gave up the right of inveftiture, which placed: 
all power over churchmen in Rome alone ; and flattered by Pope In- 
nocent's admiration of his literary abilities, compromifed the matter 
by.making the bifhops pay homage to him as their fuperior lord for their 
temporal baronies only. Much was enjoyed by individuals under this^ 
reign, which had been harlhly enough denied ia the foregoing ; for we 
fee Rufus difpofe of ecclefiaftical preferments plainly in the old' ftory 
of two monks coming to court for purpofe of purchafing an abbot » 
place, offering each of them magnificently, fedulous to outbid each 
other, nothing doubting but he Ihould have it who gave moft. A 

third 
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third ftood by however, and faid nothing : ** And what wouldft thou do 
*• to obtain this rich hving ?" faid the king. ** My duty," replied the 
friar. " And what wouldft^/r^ then ?*' <* Not a penny, my liege, fuch 
** gifts arc againft my confcicnce ; but here I ftand to wait on him 
" whom my lord flialp ordain abbot." " Now by my foul thou only 
" dcferv'ft it,'* cried William, and fent the other two to wait on him. 
But thefe prerogatives no more exifted, and Henry never feemed to re- 
gret their lofs. It is the nature of knowledge to wiih its own difFuiion, 
and 'tis its nafture when difRifed, to feek an empire over the minds of 
men, foirgetful of all rights over their per/ons. Innocent 11. had in- 
dulged this prince with a difpenfation to marry Matilda, only child of 
Malcolm, King of Scots, by a daughter of Edgar Atheling. This united 
the Norman and Saxon blood once more ; and the old Englilh families 
found daily cauie of rejoicing in the Queen's influence, who brought 
from her convent a ftrong attachment to family notions, and who 
brought an heir of uncommon promifc for our future fovereign. 
Henry recoUedling how eafily crowns may be ufurped, fent this youth 
to the continent for education, and likewife for the purpofe of having 
him recognized as lawful heir in Normandy ; Duke Kobert's valiant 
fon, William Longfword, who raifed rebellion there, and is fomc- 
times called Clito by hiftorians, having been at length fubdued. 
As they came home however, in order to be happy, a boat overloaded 
with princes of the blood founder'd at fea, and not one foul was faved 
except a butcher from Rouen. Fitzftephen the Captain, called out to 
that fellow — *^ Is the Prince fafe ?" Hearing him anfwer no — '^ Then I 
** will not furvive him," was the reply : when quitting fuddenly the 
maft to which he had clung, the faithful loyalift dropt in defpair amidft 
thofe flafhing billows, which fwallowM up a parent's,anda nation s hopes. 
Henri dc Beauclerc never fmiled more ; his various acquirements iiip- 
plied him with no comforts for fuch an unexpeftcd, unprepar'd for 
fliock ; but piety foothed what learning could hot divert : he founded 
the monaftery at Reading, in Berks, the priory of Merton, in Surrey, 
and built the church at Chichefter, part of which ftill fubfifts ; then 

O o 2 . dying. 
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dying, bequeathed his kingdom to a daughter Matilda, now his only 
child, and married to the emperor, but left by him a widow without 
children. This lady, though her father's fole furvivlr.g progeny, 
never gained fettled poflcffion of her inheritance, to which Stephen 
carl of Blois pretended, being grandfon to the Conqueror by Adela-: 
he fucceeded ; and like his predeceffor, tried at fecuring his new power 
by conceflions. But Henr}% a wife and politick prince, defirous tx> 
control his barons' infolence, had freed of thofe below them all he 
could, and granted immunities to commercial corporations ; furc check 
on ariftocratick pride ; while Stephen, perpetually harafled by his couiin 
and her partizans, courted the nobles to fupport his claim, and wil- 
lingly tolerated that injuftice and oppreflion in others, by which he 
himfelf had rifen to the throne. Truth is, la- lot du phis fort was beft 
worth liftcning to in days like thofe, when bifhops, lords, &c. built 
caftles for defence, and dug dVmgcons in which to throw fuch hapleis 
mortals as ventur'd to oppofc their tyrannous proceedings. Hume 
fays all England was then filled with petty fortrefles, of which I b«- 
Heve fome yet remain as fpecimens, particularly Arundel Caftlc, where 
the queen dowager rcfided, widow to Rufus, having honoured the Earl 
of Suffer with her hand, coniidering that connexion as* no difgracc at. 
all, while proud Matilda* wedded to Geoffrey Plantagrnet, fon of the 
Duke d'Anjou, fecmed to coni^der her own fecond. marriage as a ferious 
misfortune, although her hufljand was a fbvereign prince, lineally dc- 
fccnded from Charles MarteL His mother had fome cJoth. of friexe 
about her indeed, being of the family of Baldwin carl of Flanders, be- 
fore the arrival in it of Judith, daughter to Charles the Bald, and 
Matilda had a fon by his defcendant : for w^hofe fake, after battling 
againft Stephen unfuccefsfully for eighteen or twenty years, fhe rc- 
figncd thofe pretenfions flie never could maintain. David king of 
Scots abetted his great nephew in his claim, and 'tis aftonifliing to 

• But although he, NL'ire de Paris, w»s the firft man of the eighth century, this lady 
liked a lancet flie faid, better than a hammer. , 

think 
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think how our own warlike fovereign fupported himfelf through a long 
reign of everlafting contention. When his fole oftspring Etiftace died 
however, there was no more to contend for ; and the emprefs thought 
when her fon was promifcd the fucceffion, her toils to obtain a prefcnt 
crown might ceafe. Stephcri was perr/iitted to enjoy it for his life, 
which lafted but a fhort time after his child's deceafe ; and Maude, or 
Matilda, made her own epitaph before her haughty fpirit fled, and left 
the imperial clay. The words exprefs what probably was all Ihe ever 
thought upon, her own dignity; but they exprefs it very neatly^— 

Magna ortu, magnoque viro, fed maxima partu, 
Hie jacet Heirrici Filia, fponfa, parens; 

Young Henry now married to Eleanor, divorced wife of Lours le 
Jeune, King of France, who brought with her an enormous fortune, 

.Guienne and Poidou,. which her firft hulband gave back to be rid of 
her, afcended our throne with wilhcs of profperity from all, and fuch 
advantages by his queen's vaft dower, that he refolved to have rich 
pageants exhibited, and tales told at his coronation both of Wepylng 
and of Game. Hiftorians therefore, jongleurs and difeurs, (jefters were 
not come in) affembled at the Englifti court in troops- — minftrels and 
troubadours. The king himfelf knew how to touch a mufical inftru- 

. ment ; he had a harp value 1 20 pence, and the tuning hammer coft 
20 pence more ; and both were kept with the drinking horn and chefs 
board, as fecondary to the regalia alone. Thefe drinking horns had 

. names given them, as we fee by HirJas, celebrated in a poem of Owahi 
Gyreillogj Prince of Powys, in the year ] 160. The fong is like thofc 
of Oftian. ** Pour out;, oh cup-bearer, fweet and pleafant mead from 
*' the horn of wild oxen; JEf/VA^j ihining with brightnels : we will drink 
"to the fouls of departed hcroesi'* The bugle or heugle horn is fo called 
ftorn the lowing of oxen. Bevgler is to low ; an o:;'s horn is a beugJe ^ 
horn. Such was the ftate of belles-lettres and fociety, while caflles x)f 
independent barons, bold and turbulent, maintained whole armies of 

fighting 
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fighting men for their defence, long trains of people too for their di- 
vcrfions ; wretches who lived but by foftening the ferocity of their 
bcnefaiftors : fools, dwarfs, and monfkers incrcafed the domeftic groupe, 
till he who owned the houfe was even unable to enumerate his own 
devourers. Internal commc-.ce was then fcarce a name ; connexion 
with the metropolis was difficult ; friends who rcfided in Wiltlhire 
fent a token* to tell thofe in Norfolk that they were yet living ; and 
little was known in one county of what excefTes were committed in 
another. Famines, confcquent on fuch a fyfliem of life and manners, 
happened frequently ; and the wonder is liow Henry fhould have felt 
a wifh of adding Ireland to his already extenfivc but ill-govemed do- 
main. Whilfl other princes Jiowever were engaged in the crufade, 
'Our young monarch thought lefs of empty honour than of folid profit, 
^His rich wife, although much older than himfelf, brought fons ; and for 
loft moments, the bower of fair Rofamond at Woodftock was con- 
ftrufted : Eleanor was of a jealous temper however, and having been 
in former times fiifpeded of fondnefs for a young Saracen, when fhc 
raccompanied her £rfl hufband to Palefline, fhe watched the fccond 
with unremitting diligence, and poifbned his plcafures if (he did not 
diipatch his miftreis. Louis le Jeune was the gayeft among the 
Jeagued princes : Fauchet tells how he took a troubadour to the Holy 
Land among other gentiUeffes and cxpeniive articles of fhow. The 
gems he brought home with him were feen by me at St. Denys in 
1774. His queen Alicia, who furvivcd him after his long reign, in- 
'Clofed his body in a lilver coffin, knowing the king's tafle for fplen- 
.4our, and forgetting, fays Fauchet, the fimplicity of our anceflors. Our 
Engliih monarch meanwhile, preparing to fubjugate Ireland, obtained 
a bull from the Popc^ with permiilion to convert them, his holinefs not 
•knowing that they had long been Chriftians, and Heniy fupprcffing 

* There is a tradefman's token (or was ia n86} ftiU extant in the cabinet of a Mr* 
Soutbgate ; the figure is Jn a Gentlemafl's Magazine ^f that year, but I iaw no date to 
It. 
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the intelligence, that he might be furer of leave to invade them. The 
pontiff indeed, happy to find that this young fovercign, though negli- 
gent of religion's interefts in Afia, was watchful over them at home, 
granted him all he afked, and charged the Iriih to receive Henry as 
their liege lord, paying- the regular tax of a penny a houfe to Rome* 
This bull was accompanied by a ring in fign of inveftiture like that 
Pope Alexander gave the Venetians ; but although we were not then- 
married to Ireland, it appears that our union with that ifland will long 
outlive theirs to the Adriatick. 

At this critical moment, O'Rourk atid O'Connor, Dermot the boif- 
terous, and Torlogh, fumamed Righ O'Frefaura, a king with reludlancej. 
or but half- willingly obeyed^ were princes of Breffney, Leinfter, and 
Connaught. They were engaged in furious contefts about the beauteous 
coquet Dervoghral, daughter of Meath, but wife of O'Rourk, mean- 
ing Roderick : from whofc arms the noify valour and pretended piety 
of Dermot had feduced her affedlion.. When this lafl named chiefs 
had fecured Heaven s bleflings by enormous donatives to fome reli- 
gious houfes, he, with help of a baftard brother, confederate in his • 
Ichemes, put the lady in a fack, her head only out, threw her acrofs a- 
horfe, and rode away with her, whofe faint cries, fay hiftorians, evinced 
the feeblenefs of her refiftance. O'Rourk, however was not inclined 
fo to fubmit, or endure without refentment the tyranny of gigantic 
Dermot; feventcen of whoffc lords, we are told, had died by his ^ 
cruelty, or loft their eyes, whilft O'Loglan prote<Sled him in his pride. 
TheBreffnian chief then refented, oppofed and conquered; and bafHed 
Dermot fled to England, giving Henry the opportunity he had long 
fighed for. Troops were prepared and fent, but our king hsid no ki^ 
fure to put himfclf at their head, although the falfe pretence of rein- 
ftating the prince of Leinfter covered his real defigns commodioufly 
enough. Strongbow was fent over, and our king remained at home, 
having quarrelled with Thomas o'Becket, companion of bis youth, and ^ 
friend to his riper years.. 

Thisi 
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This nobleman, of ancient lyneage and good Saxon blood, had long 
enjoyed court favour ; having been made provoft of the Tower, fecre* 
tary of ftatc, and high chancellor of England. Happy for both had his 
.preferment ftopt even there — but being fent ambaffador to France, he 
amazed all Paris with his pomp and opulence, making himfclf fcrved 
with a degree of fplendour never obfervcd before in any fubjcdi's reti- 
nue. Yet although for forty days Becket maintained upon the fron- 
.tiers of Normandy 1 200 knights and 4000 vaflals which compofed 
their train, Fitz-Stepheh tells us, that his apartments here at home 
.were covered with good hay alone in winter, and in fummer 
green ruflies, which he confiders too as no fmall luxury : for fear no 
.doubt is his expreffion, left the great nobles who paid court to him, 
.being too numerous to fit down at table, fliould foil their gay clothes 
.fitting on ?L dirty Jloor ; *by which we learn that benches were the folc 
aQcommodations.then even in a houfe of fuch magnificence. 

Wales feems to have been more civilized — ^Watfbn quotes Powell 
to prove, that at the caroufal made by Rhees ap Gryfydd, A. D. 11 76, 
,in the caftle of Cardigan*, Jicols were fet ; when the bards tried their 
,wit and ftrcngth pf fong againft each other, and rich gifts rewarded 
the overcomcrs. Rhees's own folks were obferved to win moft prizes, 
•and the nej^t year he attended the parliament at Oxford^ where with 
.his numerous retinue he was magnificently entertained by Henry, 
who loved the bards, and was the firft of all our kings who kept a re- 
gular poet-laureate : he was called Maiftre Henri d' Avranchcs, his grace's 
'Verjificator^ and had JOOs. a year penfion from the priv-y purfe, more 
than looL now. North Britain was behind hand; when Alexander, 
furnamed the Fierce, was called io for endeavouring to fupprefs a band 
of half-licenced robbers, called the Thipvcs of Rofs : he might with 
greater propriety have been called Alexander the Juji, A poor woman 
.haying on his return from this expedition begged a boon at his feet, 

* AbertivL 
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faying that the young fon of the earl of Mornai had killed lier luitband, 
a man of mean degree, only for his amufement, that he might icc what 
death was : Alexander fwore he would not leave the fpot he ftood on, till 
the youth had been very {c\cr^\y punificdy and kep this word. Coming 
home fatigued from his long journey he fell aflccp, but waking, found 
the bed-chamber all filled with the furviving thieves of Roflc, who, in 
revenge for that roughncfs with which he had ufed their fellows, cor-^ 
rupted the king's chamberlain, and were about to murder /////;, had he 
not, with fierccnefs and ftrcngth equal to his courage and wlfdom, 
feized the traitor by the throat, ftrangling him inftantly by the firm 
and fudden grafp : then falling on the others fword in hand, killed fix 
before affiftancc was coUeAed, and two fled. 

This brave prince, hufband to Sybilla daughter of William the 
Conqueror, was by her father to David, who built Holyrood-houfc, 
puniflied corrupt judges, and in his difputc with Stephen king of 
England, obtained a grant of Cumberland, which had been fince Mac- 
beth's time loft to the Scots, and which his fon Malcolm, fumamed 
the Maiden, loft again to Henry II. of England, ofwhofe kindnelTes to 
Becket we have taken a Ihort RetroJpeSij without obtaining yet one 
glimpfeof reafunfor them. But to fupcrfluous and uncommon bounty, 
fome undifcovered motive may be almoft always lu/pccfted. Europe 
mean time poliftied apace; HafFnia in Denmark was built, fmce called 
Copenhagen, or the town of trade. Copheii means cheapening, I've 
heard, and hagen a fmall aggregate of houfes, whence tJie Hague in 
Holland, firft village of the world : quere, notwithftanding, if it was 
not Coptn/mven, a nearer etymology, and I fuppofc it was. 

Alexandria in Lortibardy, w^as founded and named by Pope Alexan- 
der III. who gave the ring to the Venetians, and referred the right of 
canonizing departed faints to the fee of Rome ; but from the days of 
Pafchal II. who firft figned the year of his own reign not the empe- 
ror's; papal power had been every day incrcafing, Ypite of pretenders, 
anti-popes and fchifms, which, though they troubled the peace, were 
not permitted to check the profperity of the church. Some of then^ 
Vol. I. Pp indeed 
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indeed appear to have increafed it, John de Gacta, otherwifc Gelafius 
IL reigning but fix weeks, prevailed upon a princcfs of Etruria to leave 
her whole pofleffions to the holy fee. Calixtus learned to laugh at im- 
perial power ; Innocent II. took towns and changed the forms of go- 
vernment at his pleafure — Lucius was killed in an affray fighting for 
his prerogatives, and Eugcnius maintained and augmented them by in- 
,trigue. The king of England fuppofed to be a penetrating charader, 
(though 'tis plain he knew not the heart of either his fbn or his friend) 
faw with alarm, that Rome was about to govern the whole world, a 
difcovery which needed no penetration ; and he rcfolved to make 
Becket a ftumbling block to its advancement. The chancellor became 
archbilhop of Canterbury by his defire, who from that moment gave 
himfelf a competitor, not a companion. 

Filled with ideas of his new duties and a deep reverence for his high 
and facred ofBce, Becket now thought all complaiiance derogatory to 
the flation he was placed in, and confidered himfelf as guardian to 
rights more important than thofc of a monarch. His gaiety was fled^ 
and his good humour dried away by pious aufterities, which Henry, 
his old intimate and playfellow could fcarccly believe fincere; but 
which were dilated by the moft fblemn opinion of their being indif- 
penfable, and were at lafl of all fealed with his blood. The pope had 
long been appealed to in all ecclefiaftical cafes, and of late his decifion 
had been fought in civil difputes, which when Becket was chancellor, 
he joined the king in objefting to, and figned witli all his heart thofc 
councils of Clarendon forbidding fuch appeals, of which the moment 
be was made archbifhop, he claimed the refumption. His mailer was 
enraged — the more enraged becaufe duped by himfelf and grievoufly 
difappointed ; but the prelate now openly declared, he owned no 
mailer except God and the pope, who was himfelf an Engliihman, 
Adrian IV. furnamed Breakfpear : of whom there is now in the 
library at Lambeth, a paraphrafe of the pater-nofler, beginning 

Ure fadyr in hefen richer 
^ Thi nam be balyed ever lichc ; 

and 
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and who expeded compliance, not rcfiftancc from his countryman, 
Henry ; his conduft towards Bccket now was fuch however, that he left 
the kingdom in difguft, and retired to Rome. The king more irritated 
by this ftcp, drove all his domefticks and relations after him— prohibited 
all future appeals to the holy fee, making himfelf fupreme head of his 
own church, and cutting off the feet or thrufting out the eyes of refrac- 
tory priefts, enforced by cruelties a momentary obedience. Adrian 'tis 
true, meditated a rough revenge, but fwallowing a wafp in his glajfs of 
wine, left the execution of it to his fucceflbr, who received Bccket 
with more than equal politenefs, appointed him a refidence, peniion, 
&c. ; but what provoked his fbvereign moft of all, he fent him back 
to England once again, commanding him to refumc there all his for* 
mer functions. Henry now tried to terrify the pontiff, by leaguing 
with his worft enemy Frederick BarbaroiTa, emperor, of Germany, and 
by Ihewing lymptoms of intent to fupport Pafchal III. as anti-pope. 
But Alexander having triumphed over all his foes, and made Frederick 
bold the ftirrup while he mounted his mule, as protoftrator, fo the 
Greek emperors called that office, *twas the king of England's turn to 
feel alarmed, left by excommunication all his projeds might be ruined. 
To fecure his throne then, although his perfon might be infulted, he 
hailened to ailbciate his eldeft fon; not doubting but it would always be 
in his power to dire<ft the Joy, and fee things going his own way at 
leaft, if not by his own immediate authority. But Henry was again the 
dupe of his own refinement in politicks, for in order to give additional 
/jplendour to a ceremony by which this very young prince was to receive 
into his hand the reins of government, his father waited on him pro 
forma in the hall, where 'twas remarked by fome of the courtiers, that 
never mortal could have been more royally attended : — " Why mar- 
" vel yc, lords ? (was the youth's prompt reply) ye fee the fon of a 
•' count — do ye not ? lerving the Ion of a king,'* 

Thus every thing tended to force refradory Henry into a reconci- 
liation with his bifhpp, who having had the better through the whole 

P p 2 contcfl. 
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contcft, wiflied itfincerely : they met therefore, and parted civilly, not 
kindly; the monarch's fuUenfoul refufed the kifs of peace. He went 
to his occafional court at Baieux in Normandy, and Becket fettled on 
his diocefe in Kent. Hitherto our hearts have gone againft the fove- 
reign, for one can on no occaiion pity htm^ who fccking to make a 
man his tool, finds him his fcourgc : but Becket now accuftomed to 
church fplendour buftle in a new charafter, had loft all tafte for tran- 
quil duties und an evangelical life : he felt that part of his office as 
moft important which beft fuited his own reftlefs and impatient fpirit : 
fome errors had been committed in his abfence, and eager at leaft, if 
not criminally hafty to evince his fiery zeal; he drove out and confif- 
cated the efFeds of all the lucklefs ecclefiafticks who had been tem- 
porizing no doubt, perhaps refigning fome privileges which they ought 
to have retained. The banilhed clergy haftened to Baieux, and 
kindled Henry's temper to a flame : in the firft tranfport of his anger 
he exclaimed — " Have I no friend to free me from this haughty prc- 
** late ?" and perhaps thought no further on the words he had uttered. 
By four gentlemen of his bedchamber however, they were conftrucd 
into a fignal for aiTailination : they fwore fecrecy to each other, and 
revenge of their mafter's quarrel ; took (hip immediately, and pro- 
. ceeding to the archicpifcopal palace at Canterbury, followed, and with 
inextinguifliable rage, murdered the heaven-confiding prieft of God 
upon his altar. 

Whoever was in fault before, this ftroke united all men*s minds 
againft Henry, who had encouraged a black and facrilegious maffacre, 
and it is above all things curious to obferve, how by his death the 
bifliop gained that ground, which his hot fpirit was in danger of lofing 
to the church, like Sampfon killing more enemies in his laft moments, 
than in all the tenor of his hoftile condud: ; but the king was in \ 
carneft fhocked at /A/^ proceeding: the recolledlion of paft friendlhip, and 
, their youthful intimacies all recurred, ar^ whilft a chara(5ler fo open and 
intrepid claimed admiration from a warrior-prince, a fandity once pure, 
and always venerable, demanded it of every Chriftian hearer. Henry 

endured 
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endured the heavieft penaces without repining, fubmltted his hitherto 
inflexible fpirit to Pope Alexander's difcrction, gave up at once all he 
had gained of independence from the fee, and glad to efcapc perfonal 
pilgrimage to Paleftine, commuted his journey with enormous fums, 
and turned his thoughts once more to the fubjugation of Ireland. 

Frederick Barabarofla meanwhile, emperor of the weft, having long 
contended in vain againft the eftablifliment of that power to whole 
dominion over the whole world force, fraud and accident alike com- 
bined ; began to figh for peace, feeing that whatever fide Rome took, 
Ihe as of old was fure to be victorious. St. Mark's church Venice was 
the theatre of his fubmiflions. Having borne up the Pope's train to 
the altar, he proftrated himfelf there before it and before him, re- 
ceived the holy facramcnt at his hand ; and in that place is the ftone 
yet to be feen where Alexander IIL l68th billiop of Rome, fet his foot 
on the throat of Frederick emperor of Germany, faying, *' It is written 
" that thou flialt tread upon the afp and the bafilifl^, and trample the 
'* lion under thy feet." The potentate laft trampled on, manifefted a 
lion's fpirit. When Saladine had retaken Jerufalem after the death 
of Godfrey, Euftace, and Baldvvyn, Frederick, by command of the 
Holy Sec, and to atone for former oppofition to its authority, took the 
field for Afia, covering its plains \yith one hundred and fifty thoufand 
followers. He defied the fultan to fingle combat, took Iconia by af- 
fiiult, and after performing prodigies of valour, died bathing in the river 
Cydnus, where he was feized with a fudden cramp and drowned in 
fight of numberlefs friends, who thought he was diving, as he often 
did, to fliew them his dexterity. The King of France meanwhile, 
fbmewhat difgufted of thefe oriental expeditions by the paft gallantries 
of queen Eleanor, and fomewhat weary of fubmitting to that whim- 
fical tyranny of the monks who made him (have his beard, and by that 
means revolt the faftidious heirefs of Guienne and PoiAou from -his 
disfigured perfon, returned to Paris ; there cultivating the fine arts, 
and filling his realm with poets, minftrcls, troubadgurs, &c. A court 
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of love, and 1 believe a court of honour too were inftitutcd : knighthood 
was the fole happineis defired by men of rank^ and amorous palTion 
the grand pledge of their exiftencc. Romance, and love and chivalry 
were the paftimes of a gay nation, who, in the days we fpeak of, gave 
the ton to Europe ; whilfl: old Rome, completely revived under ambi- 
tious Alexander, gave the law. The mixture of devotion with worldly 
intereft produced the colouring we have feen given to political life, 
and RetroJpeSiion will obfervc the tint taken by literature from the 
odd effervefcncc of piety and romance, in the prelude to the epiille 
upon St. Stephen's day. 

. Entendcs toutes a cheft fermon, 
Et clair et lai tutes environ ; 
Contes vous vueille la pation, 
De Saint Eftteul U baron. 

Liften to this difcourfe profound, 
Ye clerks and laymen all around ; 
For here St. Stephen will be found 
A baron fuff'riiig many a wound. 

*Tis curious enough to fee that not even a faint could excite their 
compaffion in thofc days, if he were not a nobleman, a knight, or a 
hero ; nor could the moft eminent charafter of antiquity engage their 
attention, if he was not a faint. Thus, in defiance of Anachronifm, 
they had St. Thefeus, and St. Alexander, and the Baron Stephen, who, 
while Count Paul took charge of the knight's garments vfhojotyied 
with him, was unfairly robbed of his life in an appropriate field, not 
Campo Franco : fuch was the ftate of belles-lettres under Louis Ic Jeune. 
Our Temple church yet {landing was dedicated in thb reign by He- 
radius, patriarch of Jerufalem ; and when King Henry went through 
Wales to Ireland, he was entertained at Pembroke caflle by a company 
of Welfli bards, who fung, as Selden tells us, extemporaneous compo* 
fitions of their own> in praife of King Arthur and his exploits. As 

they 
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they muft have inown that the fovercign was on his march, I would 
not be fore that all was improvifo. There was a metrical hiftory of 
iaints' lives however compiled now, or within a few years after this time, 
for St. Thomas o' Becket is among them, and our rainy patron too, 

„ ^ Seinte Svvippin ^ confcflburc was here of Engellhonde, 

Bclide Wyncheflerre was ibore as ic undeiftoude. 

The MS. was given to the Bodleian library by a Mr. Vernon in 
Charles the firft's reign, as I remember, and is eminently curious and 
beautiful, *Tis c^Wtdi foxvlhele or falus animi, foul-heal ; and ibme odd 
accounts of the female faints, their temptations and efcapes, were ie- 
Ie<5led thence by the tale-tellers for recital, when their patrons were 
fick or low-fpirite^, or going early to bed could not fleep. The 
Golden I-^egend was written afterwards by Giacomo di Voragine a 
noble Genoefe. He borrowed fome fa<fts from Sowlhelc, and Matthew 
of Weftminfter in 1375 made a fort of recueil, or, as we call them 
now, beauties, from both, and entitled it aptly enough Florilegus. 
But the faints began a little to leflen in number, and of courfe the 
tales ; for Pope Alexander wifely decreed, that no one fliould canonize 
except himfelf, a ftep become quite indifpenfablc : for till his time all 
the high-church dignitaries beftowed this honour at their own dif- 
cretion ; and Hugh, archbiihop of Rouen, had folemnly commanded 
Gualterius to be prayed to, and his reKques to be worlhipped, though 
at man in many refpe^s objedlionable ; befides that the fovereign pon- 
tiff found it impoffible to enumerate, much lefs judge the merits of 
candidates {q diilant and ib various. This ariflocratick privilege there- 
fore of his ecclefiafticks be very difcreetly broke, and ended the cata- 
logue with our St. Thonias. And now Roma triumphUns faw her 
unoppoicd dominion over t\it fea completely acknowledged by the re- 
publick of Venice, on receiving the famous ring with which their doge 
for fix fuccecding centuries annually efpoufed the Adriatick, upon the 

day 
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day and with the words fuggefted by Alexander HI. Heaven was 
become by this laft aft of fclcAing and arranging its inhabitants, this 
pope's exclufive territory, and thofc who had tried to refift the papal 
power on earth were not likely to refift it long. The lordly lion thus di- 
vides a llaughtered bull : '* The fore- quarters are mine, you fee (ipeak- 
*' ing to the beafts who hunted in his train), becaufc I am ftrongeft to 
" ftruggle with a prey ; the hind-quarters, becaufc I am fwifteft to 
" feizc upon it ; the head and neck are mine in right of fbvcreignty, 
*' being acknowledged head over all quadrupeds ; and for the reft, if 
** any yet remains, dl/piite it you zvho dtirey Alphonfb Henriquez was 
a favourite with the lion ; he had a paffion for being emperor, at Icaft 
king of Portugal : they were all dukes till then. This fancy found 
encouragement at Rome, whence a grant was made out to this wife 
fellow, beftowing on him his own dominions as a gift, and permitting 
other potentates to ftyle him king. 

At no diftant period one of the Alphonfos of Caftlle was inflam- 
cd with a lucklefs paflion for a Jewefs^ furnamcd Hermofa, of her 
aftonifliing beauty. When the nobles however had agreed to maf- 
facre this new Efther, from horror at the idea of a Chriftian- prince's 
connexion with one who(e anceftors were ftained with their Re- 
deemer's blood, they entered her chamber, and felt themfelves nearly 
disarmed by her fbft fupplications. Death or immediate baptifm were 
offered her: but the warm-headed infidel, ftcady to her ftrong perfuafion, 
Iprangup from the humiliating pcrfture flie had been ufing,and when ihe 
heard the word Baptifm, rufhed with fudden violence upon their f^¥ords• 
Her royal lover hearing how all had ended, put on a friar's coat, leaving 
the world and throne, and died of grief and abftinence in fevcn months. 
Pope Alexander, in confideration of his penitence, permitted his corpfe 
burial in the royal vault ; and received with no fmall pleafure the applica- 
tion of his mortified opponent, Henry of England, who was unwillingly 
forced to recur for Romaa aid againft the turbulent and ambitious fons 
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brought him by Elinor, who having injured her firil: hufband by her 
intrigues, perplexed her fecond with that fpirit of jealoufv which na- 
turally difturbs the peace of a woman wedded to a man fifteen years at 
leaft younger than hcrfelf. She infpired the two cadets with an idea 
that her pofleffions were at her own difpofal, and promifed to place 
them as independent earls of Guienne and Poiftou, her own hereditary 
dominions, if they would favour and accompany her flight from a 
country Ihe detcfted. Geoffrey and Richard agreed ; and the queen's 
difguife, a man's coat, was prepared and even put on, when fhe was 
icizcd by King Henry's orders, and condudcd to a merited confine- 
inent The youths, already poiTefTed of her inflrumcnts to concede 
:the provinces for their ufe, and happy to leave fb troublelbme a com- 
panion behind, fpurred forward, and were fbon in a flate of open re- 
bellion ; nor did the pope hurry himfelf to check the progrefs of what 
was likely to torment his old antagonift, who turning on his enemies, 
faced them on every fide ; fell on his falfe friend Louis of France, who 
affifted the children of his quondam wife ; defeated him more than 
once, defended from all their attempts his Norman dominions, and 
entered Rouen in fight ctf* the French array, where were his two fons 
armed in the field agaiiifl him. William of Scotland meantime, at 
their infligation, making a terrible iiu-oad upon the north, advanced to 
Alnwick, and was fc completely routed^ that as a punifhment for hav- 
ing invaded England in her king's abfencc, Henry infilled on his pay- 
ing homage to him as liege lord of the whole ifland, and even kept 
Edinburgh caftle for a Ihort time in his own hand^, to prove his {oyC'- 
reignty over both realms. 

Ireland was fubdued meantime by Strongbow, carl of Strigul; but 
our monarch, jealous from proof of what mankind had flu)wn them- 
felves towards him at leaft, fancied the Earl's intent might be to con- 
<juer for himfelf ^ndi not his matter. This fufpicion being further con- 
firmed by Strongbow's marriage with proud Dermot's daughter, he 
haftened over with five hundred knights, in order to receive that fealty 
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i^hich on his approach was inilantly beflowed, and the ifland annexed 
ibr ever to our crown. 

Hume gives the wifeft reaibn poffible why this acquiiition was o£ 
fo little advantage: " Few people, fays he, could be perfuaded to ga 
" live on this new neighbour nation ; fo that men bom there and 
*^ never finally fubdued, retained animofity towards thofc conquerors 
" who only juft kept them dovm, and not deftroyed them ; over- 
" whelming by fuperiority of numbers, as was the true method in 
** thofc barbarous times, fo as to put it completely out of their powct 
*^ ever to rife again." The times were even yet v^ry barbarous. Wit- 
nefs the ftory of Lech Lavar^ a large flat ftone, which had fervcd as 
the top of a cromlech in druidical days, and to which a woman wildlj^ 
apparell'd made a loud and fudden appeal for juftice, as King Henrjr 
pafs*d near St. David's in his return from Ireland. Her fearful cries 
and mad gcfticulations affeded our liege's fpirits very ftrongly, adds 
Giraldu^ Cambrenfis,* who tells^ the tale. But fuch ftones were not 
peculiar to Wale^. Borlafe, in bis account of Cornwall, tells a ftorjc 
of a hooting kam, fo called ^ven in his time, from the prophetick. founds 
it wa3 fuppofed to utter, when, as our.fwect poet Thomfon lays,, 

Sghs the {ad genius of the coining ftorm, 

And up amongft the loofe disjointed clifis 

And fra£hir*d mountains. wild, the brawling brooks 

And cave prefageful fend, a hollow moan» 

Refounding long in lift'ning Fancy's ear. 

The learned Keyfler, fettihg forth the fuperftitious notions of our- 
fcptentrionifts much later than this period, fays with what folemnity 

• Gipaldus Cambrenfis, who is fiirely as proud of his femifj as any Welfhman cair 
be, fays that Henry II. was jealous of him, and ftopt his preferment becaufe he was oft 
a line fo long traced and fo princely. His tale of the bi(hop*s difour diverting hia 
mailer with ftories of facred hiftory, which after all were never to be found when 
fought for in the Bible, is exquifitely pretty and good for illuftration. The fervent 
tl^rned out a ^^v// after all : fuch tricks are always devillfi. 
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they approached black and conical ftones,* abodes and oracles of 
demons, as they deemed them. We read in the Holmeria Saga of 
Norway, how Indridus, their chieftain, lay in wait for his enemy 
Thorftenus ; and feeing him come out to confult the ftone deity, he 
couch'd clofe behind it, and heard thefe words pronounced to his foe 
before the morning cock crew, 

Tu hue Heedlefs of thy approaching fate, 

Ultima vice Thou treadft this holy ground ; 

Morti vicinis pedibus Laft ftcp of life ? thy guilty breaft, 

Terram calcafti : E'er Phoebus gilds the ruddy call, 

Ccrte enim antequam Muft expiate 

Sol fpiendeat Thy murderous hate, 

Animofus Indridus With many a mortal wound. 
Odium tibi rependet. 

'Tis needlefs to fay how Indridus, ftarting up, flew to the combat, 
and fulfilled the prophecy. Poland was a little and but a little more 
enlightened. When Miceflaus reigned, the barons Ipiritaial and tem- 
poral, butchered his peafant fubjefts for their fport, and the king 
laughed at it. A woman was fubomed to beg a boon of him — when 
granted, fhe told him, that her fervants were {0 negligent and cruel, 
they fufFered all her Ihcep to be devoured by wolves. The fervants 
fiood up and faid it was her fault ; her ion kept hounds, and they 
killed iheep with impunity. Miceflaus, like David of old, gave fen- 
tence againft himfelf, condemning the woman and her fbn ; but when 
his worthy confeffor applied the dreadful ftory to the ftate of fbciety 
in Poland, its brutal Prince ordered him fome punifliment, from whence 
a popular commotion iaved him : and Miceflaus, depofed afterwards 

* Thefe fbones wei^e then fuppofed to have fallen down from heaven : and Sir Jo- 
feph Banks, even al this day, fays there are exiiling proofs that flones Jo fall. See 
Mr. King's ingenious publication for coi^eftures how and where they are gene- 
crated. 
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for ordering an ecclefiaftick*s pcrfon into- cuftody, left Cafimir the 
Humble to reign in his ilcad, who reinftated hia predcceffor in all 
things but the throne. So fared it in the north of Europe : and its 
fecond crufade, under the Emperor Conrade, in the ibuth, was an un- 
fuccefsful one. Two hundred thoufand Chriftians perilhed in the field, 
diflention and difcafe filled their whole camp ; while Saladine, a vir- 
tuous and martial prince, helped by that treachery which prevailed 
among his enemies, gained a great viftory at Tiberiade, retook Jerufa- 
1cm, after fome weak refiftance, fubdued Antioch, and contrived fb as 
to annihilate each trace of all the boafted conquefts which fo many 
nations had united to acquire; Emanuel, Emperor of the E^ft, had 
proved falie to our common caufe, fiipplied the army with bad pro-- 
vifion, and poifoned their water, having adopted his father's mean po- 
licy after inheriting his throne. That throne now again empty, was 
foon filled by young Alexis, twelve years of age only, but already mar- 
ried to Agnes, the French King's daughter, not yet eleven; He had 
an excellent preceptor, and tender furviving parent, but his father s 
firft coufin, Andronicus, aAuated by mad ambition, ftrangled the queens 
mother, poifoned the tutor, halhed poor little Alexis in pieces, mur- 
dered an innocent fifter of that moft innocent child, and feizing the 
virgin widow young Agnes, forcibly married her. This tyranny laftcd 
not long : — Ifaac Angelo rebelled ; Andronicus caught A/V brothers and 
put them to cruel tortures ; Ifaac fled to fanduary, whence the nobles 
took and crowned him emperor, putting Andronicus to death. Henry 
the lion, meantime, hufband to our Matilda, fon to Frederick, and affo- 
ciated with him in the government, merited his title to the weftem em- 
pire by afts of the moft diftlnguiflied valour ; and from fome ruins of old 
LunenhuTgh, where the moon had been worlhipped in pagan days, he 
built a new town, but did not change its name, though Bardewic, a 
fortrefs there, might have afforded one. It was he who, feeing a young 
Italian in his court bribing the pages, fox no good purpofe, as he deemed, 
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eubofFhia nofcv and fent him home fo mutilated to the pope. Urban 
III. prepared to revenge the infult, but hearing at Ferrara of Saladin's 
fucccffes, he was felzed with a fudden Ihuddering, and died of grief. 
Our Henry in this pontiff loft an indulgent friend, who had lhow» 
him many nmrks of partiality, and had prefcnted him a crown of pea- 
cocks' feathers, interwoven with gold, permitting him to bcftow it, 
with the newly conquered ifland, on whichfoever of his fons hq loved 
bcft. The King, refleding how the other two had openly and in arms« 
fought his life upon the continent, turned his thoughts towards John, 
and found, upon examining fits pretenfions, that young prince's name 
firft on a long lift of barons confederated againft his perfon and govern- 
ment at home. The cup was full, and this addition made it run over. 
In 1 190 therefore, died at Saumur Henry II. of England — his corpfc at- 
tended by one natural fon, properly fo called, the offspring of fair Rofa- 
mond. Richard, afterwards fumamed Coeur de Lion, ftruck with the 
news, ran to Fontevrault in all fpeed, to fee his father ; and/ome blood 
at that inftant iiTuing from the dead body's mouth and noftrils, a thought 
ftruck the youth that he had furely been his father's murderer, and 
that to expiate fuch an offence, he muft immediately fet forward for 
the Hply Land. Gregory VIII. employed his fhort pontificate in 
fharpening all princes' refblutions for t/iat purpofe, and Philip Auguftus 
Deodatus, of France, after having driven Jews, Mimes, and many 
other dcfcriptions of men whom he deemed heirs to everlafting perdi- 
tion, away from his kingdom, where he endeavoured at a thorough - 
reformation, of manners, took the facred banner himfelf, and fell upon 
the Turks with fuccefsful courage. 

Venice was however the greateft gainer by thefe burfts of fury, . 
which defolated Afia and exhaufted Europe. The commodities they 
imported and exported were exempt from duties; their city was the 
place of general rendezvous for the crufaders, who appointed them vaft* 
pofFeifions in the conquered country, and made the old Morea all their, 
own. It i&obferyable, that, while I am writing no trace of what they 
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|y;ained iccms left in their now ruined and degraded city, unlefsfhcy 
pillars yet ftand upon La Riva de' Schiavoni, which were brought from 
Greece in the twelfth century, when the third fell in the fea. They 
were called Marco and Tcodoro, and I believe chri/iefted with no fmall 
formality. Bonaparte has fent the bronze horfcs to Paris which once 
drew Apollo's car, and w hich cfcaped the defl*ru<5tion of many curious 
ftatucs by the Latins, who in their turns aded a gothick part, plun- 
dering Conftantinoplc as Rome had been plundered fo many cen- 
turies before. But all the Italian ftates were, in the days here fubmit- 
ted to our Retrojpe^iy enriched by thcfe expeditions, and improved by 
them : lettered Pifa tailed the fweets of commerce, Florence felt the 
reanimating warmth of fcience, and Viterbo was built, or at leaft beau- 
tified by the popes ; whilft Genoa, who feemed to live only on the 
pleafure of plaguing the Venetians, enjoyed that happinefs in full per- 
leAion during thofe contefts which impaired the Greek empire, and 
paved the way for its final capture by the Turks. Berne, in Switzer- 
land, was founded by Bertoldo, and Flenfburgh and Riga raifed their 
heads in the north, where the two fons of Bolellaus, Primillaus and 
Ladiflaus, difputed the fovereignty of Bohemia, after Cafimere the 
good bifhop of Prague's demifc. After fome ftruggles the firft of 
thefe competitors was loft to Europe, and concluded dead upon the 
fields of Paleftine ; where baffled politicians, beaten warriors, and un- 
fuccefsful lovers in thofe days all ran, either to repair or lofe the me- 
mory of their misfortunes, and many years elapfed before this prince 
was found. His brother Ladiflaus however, feeling in advanced age 
the natural bent towards fraternal fondnefs, defired eameftly to fee 
otice more that figure which he had loved in childhood as companion 
of his fports, and feared in youth as candidate for his kingdom. He 
caufcd diligent fearch to be made, and having, in confequence of his 
daily cncreafing anxiety, been difturbed by nightly dreams, in which 
this figure prefented itfclf perpetually to his fancy, inquifition was 
^t\&, at home, and rcquefts preferred to every court abroad, for the 
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purpofe of forwarding inquiry, Affiduous application is feldom fruit^ 
left ; Primiflaus was difcovercd at length turning a fpit in the kitchen 
of Philip the emperor at Ratifbon, Ladiflaus, old and childlefs, fent 
for him home forthwith^ embraced him tenderly, and dying in his 
arms within a week, confirmed him in the fucceffion. And now 
Philip, aflifted by one half the world, conteftcd the w^ftcm empire 
againft Otho, ion to Henry the Lion, while Alexis Angclus in the caft 
had the ftrange cruelty to blind his brother Ifaac, who had favcd him 
from Andronicus's tyranny, for which this worthlefs wretch depofcd 
and mutilated, and thruft him in a convent. We read with delight 
however, that the earth opened w-ith a fuddcn fiflure and fw allowed 
the ufurper as he furveyed fomc buildings intended for his palace; 
The Mamalucchi too, apoftate Chriftians, were formed about this time. 
into a body by SaFadin, imitating the orders of knights. Teutons, &c. 
with which the world fwarmed, and which, to fay truth, contributed 
exceedingly towards its civilization. Univerfities were founded every 
where, and at Montpclier was conftrufted a college for phyficians; 
Their. art indeed was deformed by magick, and airy notions of fympa- 
thetick powers, picked up in Arabia, where gems were recommended 
in medicine very ftrongly, fbmetimes for curing, fome times for point-? 
ing out the pathognomick fymptoms of difeafe, and treatifes wero 
written in rhyme wpon fubjeAs little fufccptible of poctick beauty; 
but then wounds y the confequence of valour, were admitted to invi- 
gorate the defign, and atrophy, produced by love, was called in tp 
foftcn it. Learning too, affifted not a little the operations of phyfick, 
if we believe iEneas Silvius, afterwards pope, who tells how fom& 
bifliop was cured of dropfy by reading Quintus Curtius, whofc book 
they all affembled round on eve of fome great battle, to confult ; open- 
ing it cafually, as in. old times were ufed the fortes Homerica ut Firgi^ 
liana. Euftathius however, bifhop of Theflalonica, of whom we all 
hear fo much in the notes upon Pope's Homer, feems to have been an 
^loniOiing fcholar. for his day. Geoffrey, of Monmouth, a contemn 
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porary writer, tells how Homer te/iifies that Brutus^ having ravaged the 
province oi Aquiiamc with fire and fword, came at lall to the city of 
Tours ; and Warton fays that they confidered Virgil as a magician, v 
This may be {o ; but 'tis poflible it might be a fort of compliment, as 
we fay Shake/pear s magick pen, &c. They hardly could think his iEncid 
a work of forcery, fure — but fetting limits to long paft abfurdities is 
beyond the power of Rctrofpe&ioyij which will be better amufed by 
feeing Philip, afliftcd by his turnlpit ally, attacking Otho fuccefsfully 
on every fide, till being tolerably certain of his feat, he made him king, 
not marquis of Bohemia ; and Pope Innocent confirmed the gift. 
They have been kings ever fmce Primiflaus, and the diadem with 
which he was crowned at Mentz is yet to be feen among the rarities 
at Vienna. 

We muft now return to England, where King Richard was never 
weary of making generous atonement for all his paft offences towards 
a father whom he exceedingly relembled and efteemed, and imitated 
in expreffing penitence, half unrequired, as Henry himfelf had done 
in Becket's cafe. But *tis confoling to a reader's mind that thefc rude 
crimes of femi-barbarous Chriftians polluted not the foul, as did the 
ftudied debaucheries of pagan wickcdnefs. Our prince's difpoiition, 
tent backward by afpirin^ beyond its ftrength, felt the elaftick force, 
and quick returned to virtue, foon as the chord was cut that held- it 
^own ; where principle, the germ of excellence, remains unputreficd 
by mean voluptuoufnefs, the heart will clear itfelf of other ftains, 
^nd regain its priftine purity. Queen Elinor was inftantly relcafcd, 
and Jew?, who often luffercd from fudden enwtions of the fovereigns 
they fcrvcd, were ordered never to appear at court: fome rich ones^ 
offering money however, Ihewed their fncering faces at the corona- 
tion ; Richard was enraged at their appearance, contrary to his exprefs 
command, and his expreffion of difpleafure was confidered as a fignal 
for maflacre. The rabble hunted them from place to tplace, nor did 
this phrenzy end in the metropolis : difgraccfial barbarities wex:e prac- 
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tiled on them in every country, and 500 of them refuging in York 
caftlc from the attempts of a licentious mob, fct themfelves on fire 
there, like Decebalus of old, and were every one confumed. More 
honourable viftories were won over the infidels in Afia : the kings of 
France and England there, panting for military glory, and warm with 
the romantick fpirit of the times, tore down many a Turkilh crefcent, 
and Richard gained his appellation Coeur de Lion. To reward thole 
who fought bravely by his fide, the privilege of what is now called coat 
armour was invented. The half moons were beftowcd on thole who 
had fubdued infidels, wearing that badge of Mahometanifm, and gryf- 
fons adorned the fliields of fuch as Icized a Saracen fo called. Our 
monarch's battle-axe was named mate gryphon. 

Bel kynge Richarde I underftonde, 

Or he went forth from fair Engelhonde, 

Let him make an axe for nones. 

To brake therewythefum Sarafyn's bones. 

The Grecian fire was now ulcd on the Turks' fide, and with dread- 
ful efFeft : it was an inextinguilhable naptha on which water had no 
power. Beaujire ! exclaimed our fovereign in prayer to Jefus Chrift, 
when he heard the fatal bags burft among his fubjefts; heau Jirei 
avertit le feu gregeois ! Againft that dreadful weapon, indeed, not ever^ 
Richard's lion fpirit could ftand firm ; though he amazed both armies 
with his valour, took the ifland of Cyprus, and leized a fliip (Fuller 
' fays) with 250 fcorpions on board for purpofe of poilbning ChriA 
tians. A curious prize ! but perhaps the fcorpions were figurative^ 
and meant Mohammedan inftrudors — I guefs not myfelf what they 
were. Certain it is that Afkelon was taken, chiefly by our king's per- 
ibnal prowcls, which carried the crofs once more dole to the walls of 
Jerufalem. There, a fudden ftop was put to their career — the cm- 
faders themfelves were weary and worn out ; a large jar was carried 
about the field w4th this infcription — / came out full, I go home empty. 
Vol. L R r The 
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The Italians, hafty to enjoy their gains — the Germans, half deiirous at 
length to heal their wounds, patched up a truce for three years, three 
months, three weeks and three days, a number fuppofcd fingularly 
lucky and fortunate. 

Richard indeed, butchered 5000 Saracen prifoners in cold blood, 
and thereby ofFended Philip of France, on whofe fubjedls Saladin 
wreaked inftant revenge. Leopold, duke of Auftria, had likewife been 
offended by our martial monarch as they lay before the trenches of 
Acre, and he meanly cxerciled his vengeance upon an undefended pil- 
grim, for *twas in that difguife that Coeur de Lion travelled home 
through hia dominions, not trufting to the honour of Dcodatus. At 
Vienna however, he was fcized and put in prifbn, while his two ene- 
mies leaguing with ever-treacherous John, his youngeft brother, in- 
vaded the Roman domain. Queen Eleanor wrote to Pope Celeftine, 
lamenting loudly the indignities her ion fuftained in his captivity ; but 
her aftivity in raifing money to pay down that ranfbm which flie car- 
ried to the continent herfelf, was far more efficacious than any corref- 
pondence held with Rome, which looked very quietly on, whilft Phi- 
lip, and his worthlefs aflbciates were laying fnares for the perpetual 
detention of fo troublefome a neighbour. By a happy combination of 
chance and dexterity, Richard efcaped ; and a letter from the king of 
France to John, has thefc words : — " Take care of yourfelf, for the 
'^ devil is broken loofe." His corrcfpondent profited, but not in the 
way he wiflied, by this advice ; for being at Evi;eux, he invited the 
French princes and officers who thought him firm in friendship with ' 
their Sovereign, to a great dinner, and maffacred them fitting round his 
own table ; then feizing the citadel, put every Frenchman in it to the 
fword ; and running next to meet his brother, threw himfclf at his feet, 

Coeur dc Lion abhorred fuch mean and cowardly behaviour, yet 
pardoned all at interceffion of their mother, a lady, whofe materniri 
affirdion feems to have been ever liberally and impartially divided 
among her children, although infcnfilJle to all ties of conjugal tender- 
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neCs, and equally a fcourge to the amiable hufband of her youth, and 
the unconftrained choiee of her maturer years. Duke Leopold mean- 
while crufbed his leg in a tournament, and the fever conlequent on 
fuch an accident produced reflexion, and of courfc remorfe. He or- 
dered the Ekiglifli hoftages to be releaicd, and his furrounding ecclcfiaf- 
ticks forced the fiicceflbr to comply with the didlates of a death-bed 
repentance — ^he did ftill more ; he forgave the yet remaining fum 
which was to have been paid for Richard's ranfom, and they agreed to 
fall on' Philip of France with newly-revived violence. Frefli iieges, 
battles, blows, diftain the pageof hiftory, and make us avert the glance 
of RetroJpeSiion. 

Dieu et mon droits was firft ulcd as a motto by Richard in one of 
thefe viftories, where a warlike bilhop of Bcauvais, named Dreux^ 
whence our Englilh T>rax derives his pedigree; advanced towards the 
front where our bold monarch mov^cd down whole ranks as ulual 
with his fword ; he was related to Auguftus, therefore found no mercy : 
the rough king feized him as he flipt, ftaggering on the bloody grecn- 
fword, and threw him into prilbn where he died. Pope Celeftine de- 
manded the liberation of his fon^ but Richard rccolie<fling the cold- 
ness fliewn by Rome when hts own freedom was folicited, favagely 
fent the ftalned armour thithtr^ with the rclentlcfs words employed by 
Jofeph's no lefs cruel brethren. " This have wc found ; know thou, 
" and- fee whether it be. thy fon*s coat or no ?'* This anccdpte how- 
ever, proves that the fcriptures were known to prince and popfe at lead, 
and there was a Lombard doftor in the iame century^ called Feter Co^ 
meftory becaufe fuch was his knowledge of every chapter and every 
text, that it feemed, they faid, as if he had eaten the whole Bible, 
and William of Sicily made Gualtcrius Anglicus archbifhop of Pa- 
lermo, only becaufe he had taught htm to make Latin vcrfes ; while 
John of Salifbury here in England verfificd, rather than tranflated into 
our rough language, the famous apologue of The Belly and the Mem- 
bers. All eccleiiafticks therefore were not warriors, though Dreux 
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was one : but in the year 1 1 7O, the pope's legate did obtain a grant, that 
clergy in this ifland needed not be compelled to finglc combat for a 
lady's reputation : thofc who took advantage of the grant, were not- 
w ithftanding, very meanly thought of. 

The world was all romance, and love, and valour ; our martial fovc- 
reign made as fine poetry in praife of beauty, as anie mlnftrcl or trou-^ 
badour, fays Savarie de Maelon, unlefs perhaps Faydit. Faydlt indeed 
was highly famed in ftory : Dante has placed him in his paradifo, and 
Petrarch tells us, that his tuneful tongue was more than Ihield and 
helmet, fword or fpear. Ha prevailed on a profefled nun of Provence 
to quit her convent and follow him as glee-maid through the world on 
foot for twenty years of her life. He only was found worthy to make 
the chant funehre of Rudelle, the noble bard itinerant, who died for 
love of the Comteffe de Tripoli, having become enamoured from mere 
warmth of imagination only, and written the paflionate and beauti- 
ful fong of Du Lueiichy or fo far away. Having walked from Picar- 
dy into Africa for the fake of viewing the objc6t of his bright and 
faithful flame, he arrived there feeble and emaciated ; but on behold- 
ing the countefs, clafped his hands in thankfulnefs and expired ; his 
laft words, like thofe of general Wolfe, were, " I die fatisfied." To 
Ihew her fenfibility of fuch merit, his lady placed his rcliques in a por- 
phyry vafe, gilt the words of his fo famous fonnet with gold, borrowed 
King Richard's Faydit to fmg his requiem, and then Ihut herfelf up for 
ever in a cloifter. Some fuch adventures, but not fo well authenti- 
cated as the ftory told by Beauchamps, befell our royal minftrel in the 
ifle of Cyprus, whence he brought a large cheft of martyrs' bones — 
Jitamen mariyrumy^ as St. Auguftine faid of fuch another prize, ages 
before: and whence he brought forae gems excellent for foreincnvledge. 
*Twas an Arabian fuperftition, originating probably from the Urim and 
Thummin^ two ftones in Aaron's breaft plate. Hawkefworth has made 
elegant ufe of the idea, where Sultan Amurath's ring is reprcfentcd to 
blufh or fade according to the emotions of its wearer's conicience. 

While 
* If indeed martyrs they were. 
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While Genoa/ Venice, Pifa, therefore enriched their towns and po- 
liflied their manners in confequence of . thefe crufades, William the 
Lion of Scotland, and Richard Coeur de Lion of England, came home 
together loaded only with laurels, and David, William's brother, not 
only accompanied them to Syria, Surrye, as 'twas then called ; but had 
as many adventures to boaft, as any warrior of them all when he re- 
turned : having been taken by the Egyptians, refcued by the Vene- 
tians, and brought to Scotland from Conftantinople by an Englifh or 
Hamburgh merchant. 

Thefe events, with the death of brave Richard and greater Saladinc 
fliall clofe this chapter, as they happened juft in time to wind up the 
1200 years we have reviewed fince Chrift's refurredion, and Chriftian 
princes might well learn humility from that virtuous and noble- 
minded Saracen, when by his laft command they faw a winding- 
iheet borne before his dead corpfc carried to interment, and heard his 
herald with impreffive voice proclaim, " This Ihirt alone, after all his 
" viAories, could Saladine take with him tp the grave." 



Stanzas Duluench. 



Imitation, 



Irat et dolent piez en partray, 
S'yeu nonveyeft amour luench, 
E non fay q'uouras la veyray, ~ 
Carfon noftras turras lueiich. 

Dieu que fez (ou, quant ven e vray, 
£1 forma eft amour luench, 
My don poder al cor que hay, 
Efper vezer amour du luench. 

Segnour tener mes perils vray, 
L'amour qu*ay vers aiiade luench, 
Car per un ben my oril verog 
Hai mils mals tan foy de luench. 



How will thefe vagrant feet be wome. 
That feck fo wide jfrom home to ftray. 

Ere by their force I can be borne. 
To find my love fo far away. 



II. 



How often will my panting heart, 
Requeft from heav'n afmiling ray 

Of hope, which heav'n can beft impart. 
To cheer me while fo far away. 



III. 



How will thefe eyes before whofe fight 
Dangers their various forms difplay ; 

Bear with th* excefsof beauty bright. 
Beaming from hers fo far away. 



j» 
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IV. 

Ja d'otr' amour non j'auzivray, Unrivaird excellence ! to fhinc, 
SVray je veu le amour de luencb, Be yours thro' many a diftant day. 

Qui nay plu bella brileray To follow and adore be mine, 
£n luec que fia prcs ni luench. Till found my love fo far away. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP, xviir 

PROM THE YEAR 1200, TO 1230. 

THE opening of the thirteenth century found the world recovered 
from that general panick which was fuppoied immediately to 
precede her diflblution. It might perhaps occur to ibme of thoie who 
fearched the Scriptures, that neither at evening, nor at night, nor at 
cock- crowing,* nor in the morning was the hour appointed. The 
evening was pafl:, and night came gradually on, ending in utter dark* 
nefs during the gothick ages. Robertfon points out the moment of 
deepeft obfcuration, which returned, he iays, with redoubled gloom 
after Alfred and Charlemagne had ihown the dawn at diftance. The 
cruiading times' might be, I think, conildered as the moment of cock« 
crowing, from "which hour light made her gradual though flow ad- 
vances towards that morning which feems to me ended with the 
eighteenth century; 

This light broke from the eqft: the Latin writers loft in wonder at 
the fupcrior glories of Conftantinople, make u(e of exclamation to ex- 
prefs their fenfc of furprize^ and hardly can drop into cold narrative of 
matters which amazed them. Benjamin the Jew, and Gonthicr the 
monk, fay my readers, might be eafily dazzled and amazed by fight, 
or even hearing of the golden tree filled with mechanick finging birds, 
coloured with precious ftones after nature, which was faid to adorn the 
Greek emperor's palace ; wiiile lions formed of the fame precious metal, 
(there ib near its birth-place) roared by inventive luxurious artifice at 

* Fuller ia his Life of Hildegardis, calls the twelfth century cock-crowing time. 
I know not why, but his manner of undcrftanding the pailage was diilinft from mine. 

(cot 
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foot of his fplendid throne. True ; but THjftotre de la ConqufU par 
Geoffroy de Vtllehardouln, one of the higheft noblemen in France, and 
accuftomed to all the magnificence which our weftern hemisphere 
could (how ; bears teftimony to that admiration which even French- 
men felt, and Italians haftcned to prove, by carrying thence to their 
own country, thofe arts of life which had in all ages found the foil of 
Florence and of Rome propitious. Innocent III. encouraged excellence 
in others, and in himfelf united various qualities which cannot without 
difficulty inhabit the fame heart : but fuch was his peculiar care for jus- 
tice, that by frequent recitation he learned to repeat over the pretcn- 
fions of contending claimants, that he might be enabled to judge with 
perfeft equity between them. The times were indeed paft when perfoni 
aggrieved, ran to the fovereign^s or pontifFs palace, and with loud out- 
cries forced him to hear and to rcdrefs ; men now decided every thing 
by the fword: which Innocent the Illd. lamented, and endea vowed to 
render unneceffary by hearing and getting every one's, ftory by me- 
mory : yet was it no eafy matter to adjult affairs betwcca debtor and 
creditor, which laft had no power of touching the bories> arms or 
hawks of a gentleman equal with himfelf; and as for artizans or 
traders, they came not within idea of receiving juiiice : and when wc' 
fead of charters, immunities and franchifes^ we mtaft annex nO' other 
notion to the words, than merely manumiffion from adual fiavery. 
Under Frederick Barbaroifa indeed,. Otho Frifihgenfis complains that 
there began to grow up free cities in Italy, that affeded to be governed 
by their own magiilrates ; but in a century more, the emperors feeing 
fome great lords living among thefe burgefles, and fwearing now and 
then to protedl them with their fwords, began to. form palaces for 
themfelves at the gates» with intent to. awe the inhabitants^ and hold 
them in due fubjedion.. The iiree cities however, would be llavcs no 
more : after a thoufand contcfls, they fhook off all fovereignty except 
what they created for themfelves, and at lafl ended in independents 
though petty republicks. 

Italy 



ch; xvin.] : FROM THE YE^R 1 200, TO 1 230, , 32 1 

Italy, with much addition, to her wifdoiii, made much increafc to 
her wealth; . Companies of merchants and traders from Lombardy, 
fettled in various nations; a bank had been/fomc time erefted at Ve-^ 
nice ; plants of the fugar cane had been brought from Afia, and cul- 
tivated in Sicily, whence they wene carried to Spain, where we fliall 
leave them till the wt^dy iflands, thence called by Spaniards Maderaj 
by Portuguefe Madeiras, wck difcovcred:. but Roger I. carried off 
many artificers in the filk trade from the crulades to Palermo;. and 
while they were, at work to adorn* ouv weftcrn world, the Italians^ 
trading in money> were diligent to corrupt it-; exading twenty per 
cent, intereft.at the Ipweft, and foroe times thirty in France and 
England, where people had little notion of punifliing fuch crimes 
except. by excommunication, for the criminals were too mean to be 
called out foe duel, foreigners indeed devoured England quite at 
their pleafurc, aad our commerce was yet at a low ebb ; no treaty 
«f that n£^ture appeajdng^ till one was made with Hacqnin king in 
Norway, about ,1216*. London^, roofed with thatch, , and containing 
only 40,00O inhabitants,^ as. Peter, de Blois . aflIbrts,,who lived there 
long, could fcarce deferv© Eitzftephen*s pompous defcription of it I 
think, while chimneys were unknown even to houfes where the baron 
drank from oiit his iilver cups. Day was however beginning to 
break even in the north : . the coaft of Schonen was obferved to fwarm 
with herrings ; and Arnold de Lubec thank's God very properly for 
that difcpvery, which, as he iaid, fed the ibuthern nations of Europe, 
and clothed the northern ones with manufaduifes — not with ikins as 
formerly. Literature kept pace in advancement ; and whereas a book 
had till near the year 1 2O0 been eiiieemed a commutation for fin, if 
bequeathed to a church library, where many had .been prefcnted ^ro 
remedio animajiia^ in order to obtain peace, far the ibul of him who gave 
it : the countcfs of Anjou paid 200 flieep, .5 quarters of wheat only, 
and 5 quarters of rye and millet for fome fermons written by the 
biihop of Halberftadt ; and paper being grown of common ufe, people, 
were no longer obliged to fcratch out Livy's Decades in order to copy. 

Vol. I. a s over. 
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over on the lame parchi-nent the legend of CeciHa' perhaps, or the Ro- 
mance of Sir Aliiandre. Innocent III* was him£blf a fcholar, and wrote 
a Trcatife de Contemptu Mundi» beiide the Stabat Mater, which is not 
^vcn yet forgotten ; the Spanish Saracens, and even Jews, contributed to 
dig up the germ of philofophy, die feed of which was after fo well 
diifeminated ; and Martinus Scotus lent liis aflillance in the ufeful 
wo A of tranllating;; and although private wars, carried on with ran- 
corous hatred between private ^milies in eveiy nation, ftill lubiifted, 
and quarrels of individuals were decided by iingle combat, Jbme biw 
was known, znd/ome was accepted, and men did not in this century^ 
as in the preceding one, when two grandibns diiputed fucceffion in a 
barony againil their uticles, brothers to the deceafed, look with per- 
plexity 'On a cafe fo intricate, and refolve ihat the gordian knot, which 
none could untie, Ihould^at length be cut; when choc^ng two cham- 
f>ions, one for the uncles, the other for the grandfens, their relations 
fet them out armed cap-a-pee, to fettle it with their lives. Happily 
die right lieiirs' combatant fucccded, and brothers of a dead baron con- 
tended for hiseftate no more againft the immediate defeendants of his 
perfc^n. Riga and Flenflburg had in the laiit century reared up their 
rough liea^s ; the firft ftone of this laft named city was laid by Wal- 
demar, grandfather to Margaret, known afterwards to hiftoiy by name 
of the Semiramis of the north : and univerfities ftarting up daily in 
various countries, fliewcd that war alone was not completely and pofi- 
tively, iu the days we are reviewing, the fole concern of man. K 

Our own country's fituation, brought nearer to Retre^eStons eye 
hy the appix>ximating powers of Shakeipear, makes one feel as if lefi 
far removed from learning's reftoration than we really were in the days 
of King John, under whofe reign flourilh'd Bifhop Grofthead, a man 
whofe rugged manners, and cruel punifliment ot 4ight camaged or re- 
fraftory nuns, was well counterbalanced by deep and wide erudition, 
and by his commendable fpirit of battling in favour of the Englilh 
clergy againft foreigners, fo^ which he was very near incurring fentence 
^f expojnmunication : although 'tis now fuppofcd that the caufe of ge- 

ncril 
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iicral literature was in fiich times rather promoted than impeded by 
sendering our ifland a fort of mart for diftant profcffors, and encou- 
raging that commerce in every branch of knowledge which importa- 
tion naturally tends to produce. Yet Fleury, candid, elegant and ami- 
able Fleury, whofe piety emanates in gcntlcncfs, whofe fcholarfliip, a 
comment upon common fcnfe, never yet overlaid one grain of it with 
karned lumber ; lamcnts^thc ill fucccfs and danger of a- prelate, who in 
this early dawi| of future day dared cry aloud againfl: papal ufurpations r 
in/ confequence of which, moft of our rich benefices were occupied by 
Italians, notmthii-anding the vigorous cfForts^of our own people, who 
now gave much of their time to ftudy. Ariftotle's ethicks, and I be- 
lieve politicks had worked their way through Arabick verfionsfrom the 
ca£k to England, and were at the time we fpeak of, tranilating into 
Latin : yet my readers muft not fuppofe aJJ the clergy could write and 
read that language familiarly : they were for the moft part of a dif- 
ferent cail:; an old entry Chowshowan archdeacon of Ricllemont, ihi 
Yorkihire, came to Bridlington priory with ninety*iix fine horfes, 
twenty-one dogs, and three hawks^-^^ir^ e/lMtffenunte is the expref- 
fion — he had alio one large book, unborrtnaed :, yet Velley fays*that can- 
tadours and mufars; violars and tale-tellerS|. were beyond all enumera- 
tion in thcfe days- Ttiibaut, king of Navarre, compofed and fet the* 
pretty verfes^ preferved by Dr. Burney, and tranflated totidem fyllabtSy 
containing his adventure with a country girl, which I have heard an- 
old Frenchman, native of le Gevaudan^ fing to the tune printed in 
Bumey*s Hiftory of Mufick. He was in love with Queen Blanche, as 
I remember^ although *tis plain he could not boaft a rigid conftancy 
like that of Rudelle; The kings of France and England fet bad ex- 
amples of conjugal deportment ;. and Innocent III. himfelf a French* 
man, defcended from Lothaire, endeavoured a long time^ with fruit- 
lefs pains, to reconcile Philip Augufhia^with. his confort Ingelburgha^ 
whom he kept confined in her own priirate palace, whilft he lived pub- 
lickly with Mary, daughter to the Duke of Bohemia^ who ufurped 
regat honours, and behaved as if a Anally queen;. The Pope however, y 

S&2: finding. 
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finding no rcfmonftrance, or even ceniure, had the Icaft cSEcA upon 
their manners, laid (as he had threatened) tkeir whole land under, an 
interdid, forbidding all ecclcfiaftical funftions for fix months, except 
baptifm of infants, and^abfolution of penitents at point. of death. Every 
*church was hung with black, and the fame colour cofver'd all devotional 
pillars in the Areet : the crucifixes and images were laid on the floors, 
end a fable pall thrown over them. No {>reaching heard, no prayers 
read, no pfalms fung, no facrament .admiaifter'd, no procefidon per- 
mitted, no holiday kept. The .people were ihocked, !vwerc terrified 4 
and flocked in frighted crawds about the palace, demanding their {o- 
vereign lady's reftoration, and the difmiflal of adulterous Mary. While 
'iuch incidents are objc^b of Retro^£l alone, readers will pau/e perhaps, 
;and wonder why— but in the thirteenth century bufineis and pleafiire 
;both depended' on devotion.. Thofe artificers who were not kept in 
fome great baron's caftle to work for ////w, derived their fubfiftence 
x:hiefly by labouring for the decoration of ecdefiailical dignity 4 all fuch 
.were ftarving for employment therefore, a citcumflance which might 
affed even an Englifh bofom : while thofe who relied on feftive fhows 
ibr their amufemcnt, fat pining and jiervclefs, and found no means of 
paffing away the time, a, cafe that Yhould excite compafiion in my fe» 
rmale readers, for ladies loved diverfion then. as now, and were detained 
,from it by the unpleafing carefulnefs of mothers A Northfolke dame's 
icounfille to hyr childe, written not long after, advifes iier thus : 

And goenotUb to the wreillinge or fhootinge of the coc. 

An as it werre a madde wenche or a giglottc ; 

And lough notte to fcorne nodir olde, nodir yong, 

;But be of good berjingy and have a good tonge, ^ 

-were injun(%ion5 as it appears ever needful in England, where to ia- 

• tyrize their companions feemed always to conftitute much of the wo- 

.men's plcafure in public places. ,A papal interdid was in fhort, fuch 

,a calamity as no nation would long endure, and Philip felt himfelf 

forced by it to recal Ingelburgha, and drive the beautiful fupplanter 

. from 
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from his arms, however he might retain her in his affeSitons. Certain 
it is, he never received the patient queen to perfbnal favour or^ven en- 
durance, till news was brought him that Bohemian Mary had accepted 
another lover. The French nation meanwhile, partial to Danilh 
blood, would not receive the king's fon by that lady, as heir to their 
crown. He was made Earl of Boulogne, and his fitter, firft affianced 
to our young Prince Arthur, was after his death, Ducheft of Lorraine ; 
during which time Lewis, fole child of Ingelburgha, was folemnly re* 
cognized Dauphin of France, and compenfated his father's unkindnefs 
by every mark of filial affeAion to the Princefs of Denmark, whofe na- 
ture was fofter than her name. The fame year Innocent had the fa- 
tisfaAien of feeing Bulgaria and Wallachia, long under the patriarchal 
fee of Conftantinople, united to Rome ; if fubmiifion may be termed 
a union. He fent his legate to reward their leader, Calo Johannes,* 
with a diadem which 1 faw among the imperial treafures in 178C, 
adding permiffion for the new monarch to coin money, as a privilege 
obtained from papal authority, which had till then quietly looked on and 
feen every petty prince throughout Europe exerting that power as a 
prerogative inherent in the dignity they afifumed. And now Peter of 
Arragon, infpired with like fentiments of reverence for theimiftrefe of 
mankind, cameftly, though fpontaneoufly, requefted lea^e to wait 
upon his Holinefs, and receive from his hand the facred ceremony of 
coronation at the capital. The Pope, for fome reafbn however, chofc 
to perform this function at San Pancrazio monafl:ery, where the youth 
fwore fakh and obedience to his Jiiperior lord, and promifed to perfccutc 
all fiicb as he deemed hereticks with rigour. This was an unlucky 
oath for the Albigenfes ; a dreadful crufade was fct on foot againft 
thofe Proteftants, who, becaufe they would not acknowledge that fix- 
premaey which they were unable to refift, were foon confidercd as in- 
fidels, and ranked with Jews, Turks, every denomination of men moil 
obnoxious to Chriftianity. The Comte de Thouloufe, where they 

^ Cido JtJianucs means Johaniios or John the beautiful, like Philip le Bel^ &c. 
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chiefly refided, became a fccne of blood and flaughtcr. Numbers of 
harmlcfs believers in our Lord were murdered, mangled, and thrown^ 
unburied to the dogs ; while the red banner of that bloody crofs firft 
carried forth to redeem our Saviour's fepulchre from his profefs'd foes,, 
was on this cmel occafton unfurled for the deftrudiion of men, wha 
died crying to him fof mercy, and who had lived in peaceable obe- 
dience of his gentle precepts. Raymond* requefted the Pope for veiy 
pity, to forbear this defblation of his fmallr domain, protefting his own. 
allegiance to the Romilh fee, and his- ajiproaching ruin confcqucnt oa 
this crufade. For having thus remonflxated, the Count was, by a 
nuncio from Innocent IIL required to do public penance : it was al« 
leged that fome monk had been killed by fome of his fubjefts> and no* 
atonement made ; Raymond fwore on the corpus Domini his ignorance 
of any fuch event : no matter — the legate law him ftrijpt from, head 
to foot, and fcourged upon his naked back nine tim[es round the pre- 
tended martyr's grave. Not yet contented— on his unhealed wounds. 
was buckled armour, in which he was condemned to follow the cm- 
fade himfclf, before he could obtain abfolution, which arrived not 'irr 
he had wept the fate of Bezieres, a new built town in his dominions^, 
which, though divided between catholicks and thefe impmdent lee- 
tarics, was fet on fire, and, with its inhabitants^ completely burned to. 
the ground. 

Peter II. of Arragon meanwhile incurred the Pope*s eenfure foe 
immorality, although to his religion nothing could be objeded. He,, 
like Deodatus, took an ill-placed aveslion to his confort ; but Spaitt 
was faved from punilhment for her fovcreign's folly, by one of thole 
uncommon occurrences which keep the writers of dramatick works in 
countenance, by Ihowing that among the combinations of this world 
fcarce any event is impoflible. Peter^ young, amiabk> and valiant, 

♦ This Raymond (fo called by Kctro della Valle) is named Sigifmund by Raynal 
in bis account of Tholoufe— the Itory is the lame. Bezieres is 5 miles from Nar- 
bonnCy 157 from Paris. 
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feduced a lady of the ^court who had been kindly treated by the 
queen on fom© occafion, and was fuppofed to refemble her in perfon. 
She feigned to accept his Majefty's addrefles, hut told her miftrefs of 
his falfehood, proving her own truth and gratitude : they plotted a 
fcheme like that in two of Shakefpear's comedies, then lefs improbable 
than now perhaps ; and like fair Helen in All's Well that ends Well, 
4he long-deferted queen proved pregnant : Peter accufed her, and /he 
called a champion — ^when he had difarmed his antagonift, and was on 
the point of taking his life, the lady rulhed from her feat between their 
fwords, fwore to her own purity upon theniy and revealing the whole 
myftery, Alphonfo IL fon to this ftolen though lawful embrace, was 
bom ; and made himfelf renowned in war and wifdom. Here was an 
extraordinary tale for thofe who related lad or n^erry flories ; and I 
doubt not but from the minibrels, troubadours, &c. much anecdote for 
hiftory as well as drama has been coUei^ed. In the accotmt given by 
Bonfinius, and the Hungarian chronicles, of what pall there in the 
early part or period of this century, may be traced Lillo*s impreffivc 
taragedy, called Ehnerk. He was no better fcholar than myfclf, and 
never fought for taks of claffick woe ; nor needed, while the adven- 
tures of Gertrude, v^fc to King Andrew, remained credible, and even 
generally beiieved. 

Her huiband refolving on a warlike journey to Paleftine, felt de- 
firous to leave his dominions in care of Count Peter, a character of 
ri^id and untainted excellence, who promifed to maintain the laws of 
chivalry, and fupport the adniiniflration of juftice ib far as it was there 
underftood. Protedion was even claimed by the queen herfelf, who 
Submitted to receive it from the regent rather than accompany her 
confort to the Holy Land, as ladies for the moil part were accuftomed 
to do. Her motive was little fufpeAed : flie fecrctly hated Andrew 
and adored the hulband of her coufin, who was united with Peter by 
livery tie of duty and afFcdlion : fiich love was then considered as in- 
ceftuous. Yet when the king was at a convenient dlftance flie made 
her mad propoials to his fubftitute ; and on his {leady and {cvcxc re* 

fufal 
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fufal vowed vengeance on the wife whom he* preferred to her, and fit 
her brother on to (hake that lady*s allegiance. The regent learned th« 
truth : the brother fled to a monaftery confeffing his impious intent; 
and rejoicing at his deliverance from the guilt. Count Peter then re- 
lating all to the wife bifhop of Strigonia, received from him the half 
cxpreflcd permiffion to difpateh Gertrude by afFafli nation. It was a 
ibort fentence, written without flop or point — Reginam occidere noUte 
timere honum g^.* I have fbmewliere read this very thing related of 
our Edward fecond's murder, but Hungary lays claim to the origitiat 
device. The Venetians and Genoefe about this time were quarrelling 
for the ifland of Candia ; but Ypite of petty wars 'mongfl one another 
all Italy was growing rich, and Rome was once more arrived at its 
maturity of power. Jortin, in his coarfe way, fays papal impudence 
was at its height in 1228 ; an inquifition had been eflablifhed in France 
in 1227 ; and in 1 220 the Scriptures were prohibited in vulgar tongue; 
A pfalter and breviary were by the council of Tholoufe permitted to 
hymen, but he who had a Hebrew Bible m poiTeffion ran rifk of being 
fu^CiSed for a Jew, and tortured as fuch by this new inquifitoriai 
court. Cardinal's were now made with the new brevet, Creamus U 
focium regihiiSfJiiperioretn ducihus etfratrem noftrum — ^wc create thee a 
. companion for kings, a fuperior to dukes, and brother to ourfelf- — and if 
a cardinal was accufed of any fault, no fewer than twenty-four ocular 
witnefTcs were necefTary to his condemnation. The good popes were dili- 
gent to crufh incipient error as they deemed it, and pcrfecuted Proteflants 
as their predeceiTors the emperors, particularly the good ones, had in pafl 
days perfccuted Chriflianity : but trampling camomile only makes it 
grow. Innocent was really an exemplary pontiff, and his domeftick 
gcntlcnefs more than equalled his publick fc verity ; though Almeric 
was depofed, as it appears, from reigning in Cyprus, merely by his 
caprice, who chofe to fet up Jean de Brennc as fovereign there* He 

* By placing a comma^ or rather femicoion at timfre \ thefe words contain command 
to kill the queen — 'tis a good deed, bi>num eft. If you put the flop at noUte\ 'tis a di- 
[ rcA prohibition \ and timtrc bonum eft — 'tis good to be cautious. 

married 
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married the daughter of the Marquis de Montfcrrat by the Pope's com- 
mand, and was crowned at Ptolcmais; while Ifaac the eaftern.empe- 
tor broke his heart, and Ducas battkd it a fliort nioment againft all his 
foe3, till the Venetians threatening dreadful revenge for the death of 
t\xtir protege young Alexius, Ducas attempted flight, but was brought 
back, I think, and thrown from a high tovyer ; after which Lafcaris, a 
name dear to literature, was .invefted with the purple. His efforts to 
defend his dignity frona Chriftiah enemies were inefFcdual ; Venice 
covered the fea with fliips, and having ftormed Conftantinople gave it ' 
up to plunder. Baldwiia carl of Flanders reigned in the eaft a while^ 
and that divided throne now faw its end approaching. The Latins, as 
our European troops were called, controuled every eledion, and the 
Greek empire, dwindled almoft to nothing, made to every frefh attack 
a more feeble and wretched refiflance. Morofini conftituted patriarch, 
fhared a large portion of imperial power ; and Innocent III. faw with 
no approbation the crufaders thus turning thofe arms naeant to ex- 
tirpate Saracens, againfl catholic Chriflians, more tradable and obc- 
<lient than thcmfelves. The Venetians too had torn a miraculous 
image of our Lady from the famed temple of Santa Sophia, and had 
fent it to adorn St. Mark's church in their own city : a rajh Jiip ! bc- 
caufc that image had brought vicflory with it wherever it was carried, 
and had appeared upon the field of battle on every trying occafion 
fmce A. D. 973. So here's a fccond feizurc of the palladium ; a new 
proof that nothing new can be either done or found, read or related ; 
nothing new but as the moon is new, I mean the old moon with her 
face t'other way. 'Twas near this lame eventful period that Philip 
and Otho difputcd the polTcffion of our wcflern empire with no fmall 
degree of fury, till Innocent III. good-ijaturedly accommodated all 
their differences, by granting a difpenfation for the marriage of Philip's 
daughter with the bold duke of Saxony, his rough competitor ; al- 
though many and Ictious were the Pope's fcruples, for they yvcrc fourth 
coufms. A more terrifying calamity followed the match however, than 
Vol I. Tt what 
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w^hat could have arifcn from mingling blood fo diftant. Another 
Otho, palatine of Witclfpach, to whom the princefs had before been 
promifed, waylaid her father, and revengefuHy murdered him as he 
walked undefended through the ftreets in proceflion, without any 
other benefit accruing from his treachery than that of gratifying a vin- 
diftive fpirit ; her hufband being inftantly, by papal decree*, acknow- 
ledged as fovereign in Germany and king in Italy, in which* charafter 
Otho was crowned by Archbrfhop Hubert at Milan with the iron 
crown, according to ancient ufage, and I believe it ftill remains there 
to this day ; a proof of the Prophet Daniel^s heavenly infpiration. 

But our retrofpe5itV€ eye has been too long dietained from England, 
where felfiih and ufurpirg John obtained on Coeur de Lion*s death 
that throne which ought to have been filled by their own brothers fbni 
young Arthur Due de Bretagne, whofe fhort appearance on the ftage 
of life ihewed him well calculated to have afted a longer part on it; 
I know not why Shakefpear reprefcnts him of {o tender and flexible a 
temper, unlefs to excite compaffion for his fate and for his haplefS 
mother's. Lady Conftance. Hume draws the portrait of a martial 
youth, who half provoked his own afTaffination by warm exprefTions of 
unyielding fpirit ; whilft the vilfc uncle, and mean dejhrter of his hro^ 
ihers bloody after having vainly fought a hand that would difpatch him; 
ti/ed his own. To murder he likcwife added infolent felf-gratification ; 
repudiating his queen, he had already married Ifabella affianced wife to 
the Earl of March, as fbon as the crown was warm upon his head : 
nor did that nobleman, joining with Arthur'is party in revenge, fright 
or turn him from' an ailauh upon the lady of Euflace de Vefey, a bold 
baron, who firfl excited his fellows to rebellion, while Conflancc, 
mother to the murdered prince, and widow of fancy Geoffrey that de- 
rpifcd King Henry, related to Philip of France how her falfe brother*- 
in-law icnt his own barge by night for the young boy, feigning inten- 
tions to treat with him ; how at that difmal moment he had over^ 
powered his weak years with brutal ftrcngth, mangled the body with 

repeated- 
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related blows, and thrown it into Seine. The King of France, as 
his fuperior lord in that country, fummoned, tried, and proclaimed 
John guilty both of felony and parricide, endeavouring to detach his 
xiominions from fubmiffion to England, however that fubmiflion might 
be modified. 

Againft this enemy our worthlefs fovereign applied to Rome for 
lielp, offering the meaneft fubrniffions ; nor was Pope Innocent a mo- 
ralift fo fturdy as to forbear accepting any terms which might increafc 
the papal power in England. He then who we have feen lay France 
under an intcrdid for the ill ufage of Ingelburgha daughter to Canute the 
fourth, contented himfelf with fending four myfterious rings to John; 
a iapphire, reprefenting faith he faid ; a ruby, expreffive of general cha- 
rity ; a topaz^ whofe fplendour might imprefs on the king's mind the 
beauty of good works ; and an emerald, the verdure of which was con- 
fidered as an emblem of hope. Their number too, he bid him obferve, 
contained a fymbol of four cardinal virtues, and the gold they were 
fet in fignified the immutability of truth. 

Of all thefe good qualities John pofTefled fo few however, that when 
in want of money for his vices he pawned the gems, fent knights to 
make forcible entry on fome monafteries, dillodgcd the reltgleux with 
violence, and fcizcd their property, threatening to burn the convent if 
rcfiftcd. This outrage provoked the pontiff, and 'mofl juftly. Our 
land was now laid under an interdid, and the dead were refufed burial 
in confecrated ground. Lamentation pervaded every place, com- 
plaints againft King John filled every ear. The prelates proftrate be- 
fore him requcfted his iubmiflSon to the Holy Sec ; and one of theni 
piQtcfting he could not officiate in a realm of which the prince lay 
under an anathema, found himfelf, as he returned home, fuddenly 
crufli'd under a leaden cope conftruded by the tyrant's command to 
kill an innocent and praife-worthy fervant of God for having done his 
duty. The Pope now fct his fubjecSts free from their allegiance, and 
put our ifland up to audion. John drove forward, and called bis ba- 
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rons to attift his caufe. They, as he might have been afllir'd, com- 
plied not. He had di (honoured their families by licentious amours; 
he had endeavoured to reftrain them in their favourite amufement, 
hu7itinfr ; her had demanded hoftages for their aHegiancc, and feized 
upon one contumacious lady who had refufed to truft him with her 
fon, heir to immclife cftatcs, which John confifcated, ftarving the 
youth and widowed mother in a priibn, the Baronefs de Rraouze. 

Philip of France meantime, newly reconciled to Rome, prepared* 
with what was then called paternal confent, and under' papal aufpices, 
t'invadc this feemingly devoted country ; and not one baron rouzcd 
in its defence, though feventeen hundred veflcis covered our channel, 
and manifefted fmcere intentions of immediate defcent. Our worth- 
left monarch noW having long infulted that power which none dared 
oppofc, and even half oppoled what he was unable to fubdue, caught 
the alarm ; and fpiritlefs in war as tyrannical in peace, began to depre- 
cate the clergy's vengeance. Thus after having imprifoned all their 
concubines, forcing them to pay enormous fums for their releafe, with 
twenty tricks meant for the plunder of a body of men he detcfted ; the 
time was at length arrived that he faw his very exiftence depending on 
their fidelity, which, with a fpiffitude of intellcA peculiar to himfelF, 
he told them he cxpeded at their hands. The clergy laughed at him ; 
the barons ftood immovable, but filent. Urged by Pandolpho, legate 
from all-conquering Rome, the tide of ruin rolled along, and furc de- 
ftruAion followed. 

By the moft ignominious ceremony John fuddcnly rcfolvccT to avert 
It. Under an agony of prefent terror, he without fcruple or objedion 
publickly refigned all his dominions, and by a folemn ad gcrve them to 
Pope Innocent, dtjirhig rather than confenitng to hold them in future 
as mere feudatories of the apoftolic chair ; and ftipulating, that Ihould 
heor anyof his fucceffors revoke what he not unjuftly termed a vo- 
luntary grant and chaiter, all cLiim to thofe dominions Ihould be' for- 
feited. 

This 
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This melancholy funAion once performed, the quondam king con- 
tinuing on his knees, prefentcd a purfc containing all: his ill-gotten 
wealth as part of immediate tribute. This the proud nuncio trampled 
under feet, but ftopt the progrefs of the French invafion ; (hewing the 
whole fubjedl world at once the vaft extent of faccrdotal power, 
Philip then, his prey thus pulled out of his mouth, churned at home 
his venomous -ambition ; and John, relieved from panic fears, fcnt to 
his favourite admiral the Earl of Salifbury, who was a baftard fon of 
Coeur dc Lion, and told him he was at liberty now to fight the French 
invaders if he would. Richard's brave progeny defired no more ; he 
followed and attacked them in their very harbours ; burned and de- 
ilroyed three hundred fail onedayof^ips or tranfports, or whatever 
name the veflels of thofc times were known by: but the marine of 
Philip was deftroyed. The exiled prelates next, led on by Langton, 
made up their quarrel with the tributary tyrant, who, to prove how 
well he had deferved every mortification that man can receive, dragged 
a poor wretch to death at his horfes* tail, for having predicted the lofs 
of England's crown to the wearer, Iwo years before it was laid at the 
pope*a feet. 

'Twas foon to be endangered from a caufe which, although dormant 
during the greater difpute's continuance, revived with vigour foon as 
that was ended. Euftace de Vefey inflamed all the barons, and formed 
a powerful confederacy againft the king; of whofe behaviour com- 
plaints were carried to Rome by a large deputation, of which he was 
head. 

Innocent wrote letters to his degenerate protege ^ and charged him 
mend his manners, but in vain. Submiflion may be extorted from a 
coward, but virtue cannot be hoped for where honour lies effete. Lang- 
ton lent his aid, and fliewed the charter obtained by Henry I. War 
was foon levied ; and John had recourfe to a banditti named Bra- 
ban^ohs, which in thofe lavvlcfs days had no fmall power. The ba- 
rons however continued to refift, and conqueft followed their perti- 
nacious efforts. The dominion which John had exercifed fo cruelly, all 

Europe 
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Europe was rejoiced, to fee curtailed ; and the indecent fury he exprefied 
incrcafcd the nobles' joy to find him humbled; while the leading ar- 
ticles of their demands only transferred to tlietn a king's authority, 
without much benefit to England as a nation, or to the inhabitants of 
it as a mafs. . To colour their oppofition however, other claufcs were 
infcrtcd ; and to fay truth, relieving the peafantry from roygl oppref- 
iion WAS a large ftep towards fecuring them from any oppreffion at 
all ; as people will not be very long in learning, when once protefted 
from the lion's paw, that they are at worft too good to be devoured by 
the wolf. At Runnymead then the king and barons met for confe- 
rence, as it was called, but ended in fubmiflion of our irrefolute fove- 
reign, who on that fpot fwore pofitively to render them co-ordinate 
with himfclf, and equal certainly, if not fuperior, in txexy exerci/e of 
the executive power. All men were now bound. In pain of confifca- 
tion, to fwear allegiauce to their new lords ; but the freeholders were 
in every county to choofe twelve individuals for report of grievances 
felt by the fubjcA ; and from this embryon atom (fuch it was when 
Magna Charta was firft figned and fealed) grew up within its egg to 
full maturity the animated aggregate iince known to all the world, 
a Britilh Houfe of Commojis. 

Itinerant judges had long gone a kind of circuit to the dlftant pro- 
A Inces once in tlxrce or four years ; but a vaft number of what we 
ihould at this time deem dreadful crimes, laughed at all laws, and 
fought dccifion only by the fvvord. And it was^ I thinks after John's 
degradation, that the realm looked on quietly enough, when requiring 
an exorbitant fiim of money from a rich .unoffending Jew, the tyrant 
forced him to lofe a tooth every day till the cafti was paid. It was 
wi:h greater provocation, though with no lefs injuftice, that our vin- 
didlve monarch, flattered by his Brabancons, made himfclf fuddenly 
maftcr of Rochcftcr, and letting loofe thefe ravening and barbarous 
mercenaries upon the too confiding lords, laid their lands wafte from 
Dover to Berwick, whence manyrcfuged with the unhappy king of Scots, 
Alexander, who had married John of England's daughter, who re-built 
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Perth, a Saxon town till then, and named from Bertha ; and who had 
the fingular misfortune to lofe a young child, that perifhed with his 
nurfe in a great inundation of the Tay. Our fovereign however burn- 
ing with revenge, which fecmed, like the Qreek fire, wholly inextin- 
guifhable, carried on his internal war with fo good profpeA of fucccfs, 
that the barons fent to rcqueft help from Philip of France, who was 
once more tempted to iitvadc us. He fent the dauphin over with 
tjroops ; but our old Englifli families looked upon Louis with a jealous 
eye ; and having heard that he had from his father fecret orders to 
extirpate them all, they turned their thoughts to feeking better terms 
from treacherous John, whofe death happening jufl at the moment of* 
decifion, relieved both parties from anxiety, and confirmed his infant' 
fon and fucceiTor in the throne. Inncoent III. died about the fame" 
time. Thofe two princes began and ended their reigns together; and 
furely two characters more completely oppofite never met upon the" 
page of hiflory. Violent, yet fervile, one gave or threw unthank'd 
away his jufl: prerogatives; the other, gentle, yet firm and refolute, 
increafed the power confided to his charge till it was really fwellcd- 
nearly to burfling. His lafl illnefs was occafioned by his kind haile to 
reconcile the Pifans with the Genocfe ; fo that one died from raging^ 
hurry to deflroy, the other from defire to prevent deflruftion. But it 
will intercft a modem Retrojpe^or more to obferve this pontiff infli*- 
tuting, from zeal towards religion in France, the order of jacobin friars,- 
gfppointing for their ufe thofe very convents which have within thefo 
lafl ten years been made the refort of atheifm and nurfe of anarchy. 

But Poland deferves not" to be quite forgotten, although the prince 
who ruled. there was chiefly remarkable, etnineyit we muft not fay, for 
his diminutive feature: an- unconquerable intrepidity in war proved 
however; that heroifm has little to do with fize. Ladidaus Lafconi-i 
^us was a creature refembling Count Borolowki,* I believe ; and *tia 

♦ A fa;nous dvrarf, exhibited in England towards the end of the eighteenth century* 
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ol)fcr\ able that almofl: all the dwarfs were of their country, when, as 
fome of our old writers lament, men difproportionately fmall were 
fought for to ferve as pages to greaf ladies, and men difproportionately 
large were chofcn as porters to great lords, fo that honeft fellows of a 
common height lacked mailers. When fovereigns indeed chanced 
thus to be curtailed of human nature's regular pretenfions, they were 
obliged to vindicate their claims by valour ; and Charlemagne had al- 
ways delighted himfelf to relate, how when his father Pepin the Short 
was crowned, they let loofe a lion to fcize a bull for diverfion of the 
French court: *' And now," exclaims the king, ^' who will take that 
^* beaft off the bull ?'' Nobody ftirred ; but their young monarch leap'd 
himfelf into the arena, and with his fword ftabbed the unfuipeding 
lion to the heart, releafmg the fcarce left enraged viftim to his fury. 
Oncquesfoi dign ! was the royal exclamation, while applaufe and admi- 
ration filled the whole aifembly. And the fine ftatue reprefenting this 
event was, in the reign of Kobefpierrc, flung under heaps of rubbifli, 
Mercier fays, and broken in thofe paroxyfms of rage a^inft every king 
alive or dead, which diflinguifhed Frenchmen in J 794. 

But we return to Poland, which was in the thirteenth century 
fcarcely as much civilized as France was in the eighth ; and though 
Lafconigus fought no lions, he made head agaiuft inriumer^ble foes, 
and came off conqueror in fourteen engagements. Poetry did not 
profper in the north like perfonal bravery. Warton gives to the reign 
of Henry III., I think, our fiift love fong in England: it is a very 
cold one, and its burthen *\Blou, blou, blou northerne wynde, blou, 
" blou, blou»" is favage enough. Thiboult de Navarre and Rudelle 
were before hand with us ; and if King Richard wrote gay vcrfes, it 
was bccaufc had he kept .gay company and lived among the crufaders. 
Wit wants more fire to warm it than does learning or courage : 
they arc of every climate. But Louis IX. of France, fon to the dau- 
phin who invaded England, colledled in his charaftcr a conflellation of 
excellence, not to be comprized in what remains of this chapter, which 
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fees the great church at Toledo built and decorated by the fucccffor 
of Sandius the Idle, Ferdinand IV". by name, w ho drove the Moors 
from Andalufia, united the kingdoms of Caftile and Leon, and was 
related to the dowager queen of France, widow to Louis VIII. , he who 
is faid to have been fon to an admirable father, and father to an in- 
comparable ion. The fiege of Cairo by the leagued fovereigns in the 
caft, and their diftrcfs arifing from ignorance of thole periodical inun- 
dations that fertilize and protedl old Egypt; with the taking Damietta 
by Andrew, hiifband to intriguing Gertrude, Ihall clofe this portion of 
the thirteenth century, adding only a flight and curfory review of thofc 
foi'difant emperors in the caft, who reigning after the time when Theo- 
dore Lafcarisand Henry parted the dominion ; one living at Adrianpplc 
and the other at G>nftantinople, no hope could be entertained of any but 
a lingering and feeble exiftence to both. lolanta, daughter to this lafb 
named fovereign, reigned with her hufband Peter comte d*Auxerre, 
and during his imprifonment fwayed the fceptre aione ; but the Greeks 
could not endure to fee Latins as they called them, ruling at old By- 
zantium. They weakened the throne daily by their disputes, and 
ibmetimes ixijured it by their union; when a new Lafcaris, married 
to the daughter of Bulgaria, and named Theodore Angelus, wifhed to 
take up only the title of king, and fling the faded purple quite away. 
John Ducas however was of another mind ; he took the Ifle of Cyprus 
in 1230, where we will finifli our RetroJpeHion of a portion of time 
peculiarly unfavourable and perplexing to epitome. 
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CHAR XIX. 

SECOND PORTION OF THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY. 

MR. GRAY fays ibmewhere, and fays very wifely, that the Retrv^ 
Jj^ of error is ferviccable when it tends to vindicate the leiTons 
of truth. Our King John s fbange behaviour contributed againft his 
own intention to afcertain hispcople*s future liberties*-^*a baby fucccffor 
comiog to the throne fomewhat accelerated the then diftant moment ; 
for although governed by the wife earl of Pembroke, j^^ly ^ called, 
that earl of Pembroke wras at ntoft a ftewaxd ; and who ever faw a 
fteward ytt^ that would not lavour tenants rather than their landlord ? 
T^ tender prince willingly confirmed our famous Magna Cbarta, 
wherein cla\ifes were added propitious to the poor, and of confi^tiot^ 
to the pec^e, not then deemed dangerous by their haughty lords, w^ho 
each kept up a fhaw of royalty witlun their fepatate cafUes, where the 
S^nefchal* and Ch^cellor, Con(ftable and Ciuunberlain, lived as in petty 
courts ;^whik mercenary es^dions were by them praAifed on inferior 
clc^s, as [by the ibvereign himfelf on the nobility ; till the bribes 
openly given and received even fhock a modem read^ with recital : 
witnefs the (lory how Hugh de Oyfcl prefented King Henrye with 
two robes of a grcne colore, for the fake of obtaining, through his in- 

* The Senefchal was a perfon of no fmall confcquence. There is an old tale in 
Gefta Romanorum, how an old Baron left his favourite child and dog, both creatures 
of incftimable value, under the care of five knights, to be fed by the Senefchalle. This 
officer negledful of his charge, and going out to vifit a neighbouring female, the ftarved 
blood-hound devours the baby, whilft the knights were fallied forth in queft of food. 
The nobleman returning, and hearing this talcj bumstlie Senefchalle alive. 
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flucnce over fomc Flcmifh merchantSi 1000 marks which the faid Oyfel 
had left in Flanders, and could not get agaync : and Hoveden tells us 
how Richard dc Neville gave one of our kings 20 palfreys for his grace's 
good word with Ifolda Biget, a bcautifiil French lady whom he wiftied 
to marry^ King John had three greyhounds given on a like account, 
if I remember, and they had claffick names, Achilles> Hannibal, and 
Hedor : the laft has been a common name for greyhounds ever fincc* 
We read like wife in ibme of the old books that dame Nichole paid lOO 
marks for permiffion to many her daughter to whoever fhc pleafed, the 
king's mimicks alone excepted ; nor can I find whether the exception 
was made becaufe of royalty or confcience, for it had been decreed fomc 
years before, that mimicks muft not be admitted to receive the holy 
facrament. Such fordid defirc of accumulating wealth forts but ill, as it 
fhould feem, with military pride ; and even Tcanonr des dames, of which 
fo much was faid, appears to have been fwallow'd up in avaricious rapa^ 
city, when records inform us how Robert, de Vcaux gave our fovereign 
fix Lombardy fteeds, and a famous hawk befidc, to make him hold his 
tongue, and tell no tales of Henri dc Pinel's wife, w^hofc reputation 
Icetas to have depended on his filence. Such indeed was the fre- 
quency of bribes in tboie days, and fuch the ncceflity of an inferior's 
offering vifible inducements to perfuade nobles or princes to aft as it 
is now deemed indifpenfable for eveiy man of honour to do without 
perfuafion, that Saint Lewis of France was canonized for having taken 
no prefents to pervert the co«rfe a( law ; and Innocent III. had beea 
juftly enough half adored for a like delicacy in all civH cafes, although 
he fcrupled not to fell indulgences without hcfitation : airgclick Fleury 
blames fuch conduft, but foftcns down the fa6b he is unable to deny. 
He fays too, with what unjuftifiable feverity the court and church pf 
Rome afted towards Biihop Grofthcad^ w ho oppofcd their ufurpations 
about 1235, The pope of that day thirfted for his Wood, iays he ; and 
was dififuaded by a favourite cardinal from going to extrenacs, chiefly 
becaufe the fubtle and penetrating Italian bad obfcrvcd to him that Eng- 
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land even then fate loofer than other realms did towards the fee, add- 
ing, my heart tells me that ifland will quit or break from us one day ; 
and fo it did, continues Fleury, 300 years after his true predidion,. 
Warton mentions a book, called Roman d Afiikhrlfty about this period ; 
and Grofthead gave broad hints that the chara<^er was faft filling up 
at Rome, which was now certainly become the fcarlet city, as fhe had 
long been the fanguinary. Red hats were bcftowM as a new diftinc- 
tion upon cardinals, and the three pontiffs who follow ed each other in 
iucceffion after Innocent, added fplendour to their city without loiing 
ought of her authority. But every high mountain has a plain upon its 
top, where you run level for a while before defcent commences ; and 
there feems to be a fort of folftitial paufe in governments, when they 
have reached their utmoft elevation : perhaps the appearance may be 
fallacious, owing to the ohltqulty of the fpherc ; thofe who live under 
the equator are not confcious of it ; yet it was undoubtedly fo with 
pagan, and I think with papal Rome. Contentions . concerning the 
bleffed Trinity, and its inexplicable nature, had ended fome time fince ; 
yet were thofe difputes rather finilhed by fatigue at laft, than recon- 
ciled by reafon or reflexion : for however we fee fire, water, and air, 
creatures cxpofed to conftant obfervation, fubfifting in and for and 
through and by each other all day long ; there never was wife mortal 
could tell how : and yet this limited and arrogant animal, this ftill more 
unaccountable man^ will daringly prefumc to pry into his Maker's ef- 
fence, and refift redemptioa till he is made acquainted with. the con- 
ftituent fubftancc of his Redeemer, never difcovering by common fcnfe, 
what indifference and apathy embraced as foon as found : 

That points obfcure 'twere of fmall ufe to learn. 
But common quiet was marikind's concern. 

Oh wretched ftate of poor humanity ! While I am lamenting the fer- 
vour which glowed up into madne(s in the early ages of Chriftianity^ 
infulting heaven by trying to tear down the myftick veil that keeps 

our 
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our fight from agony of knowledge, I am forced to regret that in the- 
days I am writing no fpark of fervour fecms to remain at all ; no 
warmth of love, no zealous fpirit of defence, no defire of imprcflSng our 
truly petrified hearts cither with ideas of the glorious majefty of a judg- 
ing God, or fwcct remembrance of a meek and gentle Saviour. The 
fanAifying fpirit fecms far off too : is it too late to pray the Comforter 
for confolation ? Let us make haftc before the doors be fliut. But I 
return to the thirteenth century ; when tranfubftantiation firft infifted 
on, roufed up anew the fleeping genius of contention ; and ftrange. to 
think, thofe who accounted themfelves good Athanafians were the moft 
willing to adopt this notion, although the doArinc was mofi: natural 
to Docetes, who held it not unworthy the God of truth to impofe fal- 
lacious appearances on man, and cheat his creatures into faith and obe^ 
dience. The Homooufians were, as the name implied, confubftantia- 
lifts ; and fuch the Lutherans of Saxony to this day remain, perfuaded 
that Chrift does certainly unite his own corporeal body to the eucharift 
for our falvation, which firft induced him to affume it ; but refolutely 
denying that at the pricft's touch all particles of bread and wine for- 
fake the cup and patera. Jefus on many occaiions appealed to the 
fenies of his followers, commanded them to touch him that they might 
be fiirc he was not a fpirit, and even, for further conviAion, eat with 
them after he was reftifcitated. Yet the Docetes thought 'twas all il- 
lufion, and thofe who admit tranfubftantiation are as clearly of opinion 
as thiy were, that our own fenfes arc not to be.trafted. But there 
were other reafons for this credence ; the court of Rome more than the 
church promoted the idea ; priefts were more refpcfted when at their 
command a prcfent miracle was wrought, and men were willing for 
their fakes to forget that our blefTed Saviour's £efh is meat indeed, and 
his blood drink indeed, without interpofition of inferior agency. The 
Roman fenate now was once again a fenate of which Honorius and 
Gregory, fuccefTprs to Innocent III. were in every fenfe dictators, and 
to chufe a prefeift the head of the empire was no more confulted : Pon* 
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tifcx Maximus was folc governor and happy 'twas for him who cf- 
caped the Dolabra. Romagna, Umbria, territory of Ancona, Orbi- 
tcllo and Vitcrbo, all rich and profpcrous places, acknowledged them- 
fclves immediate fubjedls to the Pope, and every other nation was ruled 
remotely by his agents. Leipfic meanwhile, and Gravclincs, were added 
to the cities of Europe ; Padua and Naples boafted their univerfities, 
founded by Frederick II. Glanvillc's laws were read ; Vienna would not 
remain behind ; the college of Sorbonne was inflituted, and ieaming 
llruggled hard with her opprefTors. Albertus Magnus enter'd the lifts 
of improvement, and made an automaton of great celebrity, a man of 
brafs, who fpoke, and it was eafy for contemporary wonderers to tell in 
addition, how he both aiked and anfwered queftions ; till at length he 
grew {o talkative, that Thomas Aquinas, afterward the feraphic Doc- 
tor, well known to fame, but then pupil to Albertus Magnus, knocked 
him down for difturbing his ftudies. Don Quixote's adventure of the 
brazen head alludes perhaps to this incident, and the belief on*t by vul- 
gar readers ; perhaps the intended inference at firft was, that mathema- 
ticks takc'a man off from metaphyfical refearches, and plague him by 
driving all things up to a denK>nilration, till the enraged ontologiil 
filences their fuggeftions by violence. Be that as it may, civilization 
and improvement were furely creeping on ; the windows in England 
were all glazed, and wind-mills creded^ for the purpofe of grinding 
com : while commerce might be difcemed fwcHing the waves of 
fcience as fhe retumed towards that coaft where we fet up our tele- 
graph of RetroJpeSiion. The widowM queen of Scotland had a jointure 
of lOOoL o*year appointed her in this century : and although Guthrie 
fays that wine was fold at the apothecary's ihops as a cordial fo late as 
1 270, we know that William king of Scots, when he paid homage to 
CoBur de Lion, was allowed from our fovereign*s table four quarts of 
wine every day, beiidcs twdycjfmnels, a fort of plumb-cake with faf- 
fron craft, yet known by that name at Shrewlbury. I believe the 
wine was hock and rheniih, bccauie fwectcr and heavier produce 

from 
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from ibuthcm vintages was fcarce arrived among va, although the 
cuftoms brought loool. into the port of London^ during one of the 
many years Hcnxy III. reigned in our land : then honoured by the 
birth and labours of immortal Bacon^ ftiled, as he well deferved to be, 
Dodor Mirabilis, when like another Archimedes he difcovered the 
eccult powers of nature in her deepeft rcccffcs, with fcarce a Eght to 
guide or to aifift his iearch, fave what irradiated his own fuperior £>ul; 
kindled by that imquenched ipark of general knowledge^ never yet ta^ 
tally, though often kopek/sly funk in the focket of decay, and long kept 
from expahfi<m by the foul air of barbarick tyranny. This genius of 
gigantick nK>ld lifting his head above furrcimding vftpours, fiiw fix>a 
how chemifkiy might be applied to her ht& uies, medidne^ He dii^ 
covered the powers of a burning glafs and the [Moportifons of a cah 
mera-obfcura: he knew the fpherical figure of our eartb> and was (a»one 
would think) by intuition well perfuaded of what experience has {xact 
confirmed. He looked on fcience as Mofes on the Ptomifcd Laivd fW>m 
Pifgah, and &£ctrT^A effeds in their polHbilities. His flnll in mechantfifi 
may have been too highly praifed; his ccmviAicm of its eficacy to pur* 
po&s dien unknown, cannot be fiiiiicicntly admired. Wc hart dbne^ 
nothing fince the time of Boger Bacon beyond hh capacity of hope 
and of belief Ghu^wder^ astfaer, ele^cityi. arc but new inmes fer 
things eafily, though faintly to be dcfcried, by thoEfewho carefolly e» 
amine his opus magnus, where it appears that he knew every thing ex- 
cept the vaft extent of huxxMoi folly, which after wondering at fuch 
wifdom, deemed it madaeis : and aftea matuse deliberation, refolved 
to denounce it as witchcraft. 

Thofe dubious days could not diftinguifh ftperiority from eccen- 
tricity of character. Five funs fuppofed to have appeared all at once, 
difgrace the remarkable occurrences of this reign, and dif^cc ft thq 
more, becaufe the grand conjundlion of planets in Libra had been ob* 
fcrved all over Europe in 1180. But the world, as Fuller fays, {cts 
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moft vifions w hen (he is moft blind ; and fairies now, a new importa- 
tion of icmi-deities from the eaft, were fcrioufly believed in. This is 
fo true, that the Aflimolean coUecftion of MSS at Oxford, exhibits 
" A fare way to bind a faeiy, Elaby Gathon by name, and hold her to 
** a Venice glafs meekly and mildly, till flic have anfwered all lawful 
** queftions." Ireland, where this folly flourilhed ftill better than 
with us, is faid to have named a whole diftrid from thefc tripping 
elves ; ofcrri land, or land ofaerhj as Gation in Surrey was called after ^ 
ElahyJ^ 

There is a humorous ilory recorded too, how the carl of Devon- ' 
ihire, A. D. 1 240, afked a farmer of his how he could bear his fitua- 
tion, feeing that his grange was reported to be much troubled by faeries^ 
which, adds the nobleman, may peradventurc be fpirits from hell. — 
*' Right honoured lord, (replied the quaint fellow) there be verily two 
^' faints blcfled in heaven which do trouble me more than all the de- 
'* vils in hell, and in tme fadnefs thofe be the Mother of our Liord and 
*' St. Michael the archangel, becaufe it is on their days that I am 
'* bound to pay his dues to the good earl of Devonflure.'* 

If Br3rant's derivation of the gryphons be a true one, ii>-ouPH-o» 
pronounced quick and ihort, as is moft likely : the ouph comes from 
the iame country as that compofite animal, which Milton, ever accu^ 
late though fublime, defcribes fo properly : 

«* As when a gryphon thro* the wildernefs 
" With winged courfe o'er hill or moory dale 
** Purfues the Arimafpian, who by ftealth 
'* Had from his wakeful cuftody purloin*d 
« The guarded gold," &c. 

* From Elaby comes lullaby^ Pelaby^ invoked by mothers and nurfes to watch over 
the lleeping babe, who fafe in her prote£Uon, was in no danger of being changed by 
wicked fpirits into an idiou whence ehangiltng. 

About 



ch.!5cikO the thirteenth century. 345 

About the year 1230 was publilhcd a romance called Alliaunder or 
Efcandcr's Atchievements of Knighthood ; he foarcd in the air by help 
oi gryphons coming very near the moon, and with aid of a magical 
glafs, dived in the deep and faw the fifties fwim ; perhaps Shakefpcar 
alluded to this ftufF when Hotfpur fays — 

** By heaven methinks it were an cafy leap 

*' To pluck bright honour tVoni the pale-fac*d moon, 

" Or dive into the bottom of the deep . 

*< And drag up drowned honour by the locks." 

The fcholars fay indeed, that even this book was borrowed from 
a Perfian manufcript, and wits tell one that Scuderi drew many inci- 
dents from thence. Certain it is, that Alexander's exploits were re- 
membered in the eaft a prodigious time, and with unobliterated vene- 
ration : his hiftory by Quintus Curtius, although unmentioned for 
1000 years after the author's death, was one of the earlieft books on the 
revival of literature, and Montfaucon mentions a copy in the Colber- 
tine library, as early as the year 800; the following extract from which, 
may be cited to cxcufe the numberlefs things to be forgiven in this 
fummary: ^'Equidem phira tranfcrlbo qiiam credo \ nam nee affirmarejuf' 
" tineo de qulhus dubiio, necjubducere qua accept,'' but the aukward imi- 
tators add a ftory of Alexander's bugle-horn^ which no wight but 
himfelf could wield, and might be heard fixty miles. Boyardo and 
Berni enjoyed this horn too ; it dropt to them, but not till Robin 
Hood had done with it. He was a fort of fecondary hero among us in 
the thirteenth century : Dr. Stukely thinks he was an outlawed carl of 
Huntingdon FitzOoth, eafily corrupted to Fitzhood^ and mentions his 
coat-armour. Whatever he was before, he was offer his outlawry, ^s 
I imagine, Robin otKood, meaning of the wood corrupted to Hood, and 
the manner in which he and his companions T.ved among forcjls, de- 
fending and providing for themfelves with their bow, is intercfting and 
Vol. I. X X curious. 
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curious, and ftrongly marks the manners of the times.* That 'twas by 
a gradual and long courfe of cxperimisnts that men's * eyes opened to 
wifdom and decorum, may be exemplified by recolleding how Lewis 
the dauphin, (he who had invaded England) defiring a marriage 
with Urraca, daughter of Alphonfo king of Spain, by a fiftcr of Cocur 
de Lion, was turned from his purpofc on its being reprefented to him 
that the princefs, though fair, had a very miliicly name^ and would 

* Tlie old ballad which tells how 

The father of Robin a for eft er was^ 
And fhot in a luftic long bow ; 

niuft, if this account be true, fufFer difmiffal from our Retrofpedion^ and I fliould con^ 
fefs myfelf foriy, bccaufe when they brought 

Adam Bell and Clym of die cIough» 

And William of Cloudeilye, 
To flioot with our forefter for forty marks^ 
Our forefter beat them all tliree. 

Though Hie laft faved hisowa and his companions lives long after by his archery, when 
the king hearing that his Iheriff and juftices were all fhot at mcrye Carlifle, attempting to 
take thefe outlaws, fent troops to bring them to London, but they were come -of thenif. 
felves, or at leaft bold William of Cloudeflye who brought his little boy befide, to beg 
^ charter of peace, and now fays king.Henry they fhall fure be hanged ; but the queen 
requefted their life ; and her hufband faid, let us fee them (hoot which have coft us all 
this care. After maay feats, William fet an apple upon his own child's head, and 
ftanding 130 yards diftance, cleft it with an arrow. The king had fworne tliat if he 
mifs'd, the attempt fl)ould revoke his pardon. 

For if thou touch his head or gown» 

In fyghte that men may fee, 
By ail the fayntes that iit in heaven^ 

I'll hang you up all three. 

Succefs in that bufinefs fav^d and advanced them all, and the youth, was made cellar*^ 
keeper to the queen. 

certainlj^ 
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certainly bring him no children. He accordingly wedded her fifter 
Lady Blanche, of fewer charms but happier appellation, and on her 
was made the verfe preferved by Camden in his remaynes of a greater 
work. , 

Candida^ candefcens^ candore in ccrdis et oris. 

While Urraca rejeded by all, hid her unfortunate name in a nun- 
nery, where fhe was called fifter Terefa ; and her fponfors' cruelty lay 
unremembered in men's minds, till her death, by fall of a flate or tile as 
Ihc was walking in the convent garden, revived the recoUcAion that 
^twas indeed unlucky. Lady Blanche meanwhile, made mother of St. 
Louis, an exemplary prince, confirmed mankind in thefe fantaftick 
notions ; the more perhaps as being regent in her fon's minority, {he 
fbon fuppreffed the barons' bold rebellion beaded by Philip, the firft duke 
of Orleans, uncle and competitor to his lawful king ; from whom her 
forces took the caflle of Blois, forcing him into fubmiflion, and I think 
to banifliment. A marriage between her incomparable fon Lewis the 
IXth. and the daughter of unhappy Raymond Comte dc Thouloufe, 
produced another bleffing to all Europe, the end of a truly favagc war, 
long carried on in his dominions againft the Albigenfcs. Languedoc, 
fo named from langue de got, as many think, being from that time 
united to the crown of France, fbme Huguenots have always fheltered 
there ; we faw them inhabiting Grenoble and its enviroris when the 
communion was adminiftered In a cave for privacy, fo late as J 78(5. 

But this inimitable ibvereign turned his arms only againft the Turks 
and Saracens ; to them he Ihewed himfelf fon of Lewis,- furnamcd 
the Lion, performing a<fts worthy a hero, while his own country flou- 
rifhed at home as under the proteAion of a faint. Such was his faith, 
fays Bofluet, that one would have thought him eye-witnefs of his Sa- 
viour's fufFerings, and fuch his works, as if he had made him the im- 
mediate, not remote model for his imitation. 

X X 2 - Another 
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Another of his panegyrifts fays — *' I have myfelf fccn the fainl fit 
•^ under a fpreading tree, and patiently hearing his fubjcds complain 
** of mutual opprcflion or offence, render them the ftrifteft jufticc.*' 

He publilhed likewife a wife ordonnance, known by the name of 
Royal Truce, prohibiting all perfons from commencement of hoftl- 
lities againft an advcrfary till forty days had clapfcd fince the caufe of 
quarrel had been given or found : this gave time for friends to inter- 
pofc, and for the parties themfelves to cool ; and greatly contributed 
to rcftrain thofc internal and private wars which thinn'd population^ 
drenched all lands with blood, and difgraccd humanity during the 
nth, 12th and 13th centuries. Monarchs were indeed diligent to 
ftop a pradicc fo ruinous to their realms, and fo infulting to their au- 
thority ; and the invention of giving bonds not to draw out their 
forces for iiich or fuch a limited time began to be adopted, to the no 
fmall confolation of vaflals,. who were till then obliged to follow their 
fupcrior lord into the field, and fight againft their neighbours in his 
quarreL *Twas kings who civilized the world a fecond time, by fyn- 
thetizing what had been too much bitten into fmall parts, and the 
pcaiant, artizan, &c. felt relieved from his too nearly approximated 
tyrant, in proportion as monarchy gained alcendance over the nobles^ 
and kept their cruelties in check. 

To accelerate that happy moment, we find Ferdinand of Caftilc 
fixing a yet cxifting feminary at SaJamanqa, and Alphonib the Xth. 
brother to Lady Blanche, fceking renown for his knowledge in aftro- 
nomy, and compofing tables for that fciencc,. which to this hour go* 
by his name. The impious fpeech concerning his knowing better 
how to conftrucl a folar fyftem than God Almighty, was, we hope, 
only a flrong and coarfe expreffion of contempt for the Ptolemaic hy- 
potfaefis. A prince who was faid to poflcfs a fine copy of the Holy 
Scripturcs, which he had read fix times through, was nrK>fl unlikely 
&fe to be an infidel, and he who made it his pleafure to contemplate 

the 
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the ftarry- heavens, could never have been an athclft : while his quiet 
unrefifting fpirit of humility when his favourite fon Don Sanclio depofed 
and drove him into retirement, manifcfted left of haughtinefs or vain 
glory, than of Chriftian refignation to an enemy ftill dear and cheriflicd, 
however rebellious and unworthy. 

Northern nations retained the frofl upon their literature longer. The 
violent out-brcak of Gillefpey Rofle ftains the Scottifli annals, when 
Caithnefs all rofe up at once, and burned the bifhop in his bed for hav- 
ing exadcd too large a bribe from one of their nobility. Private wars 
went on fiercely in //z^ countries, where the exploits of Percy and Dou- 
glas yet ferve happily as materials for two beautiful modern dramas, and 
Thomas, a baftard of the high conftable, Alan of Galway, invaded his. 
half -fillers, to whom their father had left his inheritance, with no fewer 
than a thouland men, armed in his cauie, who wafted their lands with 
fire and fword, much to the Ihame of gallantry and knighthood ; till 
Roger de Quincy, married to one of the ladies, fought and killed this 
fturdy marauder, and in the iame battle dilperfed his adherents. for 
ever. Women, not feldom enough to excite wonder, appeared on 
horfcback, voith J^urrh Jharpe, as Chaucer afterwards defcrlbes his Wife 
of Bath, animating the men who combated in their defence ; and if 
they were fcudatorial inheritors, wore their father's device, or, as wc 
call it, coat armour, emblazoned in a lozenge^ (they were afbamed to 
bear a Jhield) on their breaft. Hume iays they aiSed, if poflfefled of 
lands, as flierifFs of that county they inhabited, and to lay truth, Spcn- 
ler's'Lady of the Caftle glances at this old cuftom. Meanwhile our 
third Henry difplcaled his fubjeds much by his offenfive preference of 
foreigners, or as they were then ftyled, altem ; and I think we may date 
from his reign that Ipirit of claiming exclufive attention from their 
Ibvcreign which in fuccecding times has always marked an Einglilh- 
man. When in the year 1250 he held a fliowy feftival in France, a 
joculator, born in Hamplhire, ftept forward, as we're told, and with a 
permitted gibe, faid — '^ Send away Coeur de Lion's fliield out of the 
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^^ hall, my licgc, elfe your fine dirtncr will have no digellers. You fee 
*' thefe French fellows are afraid to look on it : the thoughts of Ri- 
** chard takes away their appetite." This was more than a biting jeft, 
for *twas a true one : Jolnvillc acknowledges that when a French- 
man s horfe ftarted under him, the common exclamation of anger 
was, " Quas iuP vols tti le Rot Richard f What ails you? do you 
fee King Richard coming ? Such pageauntcs had been exhibited in 
Weftminfter however, in honour of the marriage between Henry III. 
of England and Eleanor de Provence*, as made all Europe marvel : 
fuch pypingc and tabouringc, as the old bookes cxprefs it, with fports, 
geftes and diieurs innumerable. — ^Tales befide, new and old, of St. 
Thefcus and his hunting match, (whence Shakclpear's defcription 
of his hounds) and Launcelot du Lac, a ftory in high vogue, with a 
ipiritual remembrancer of Jefus hanginge on a roode, whilft a bafe and 
recreant knight came forth and joufled with him, fetching blood and 
water from his fide with his lance ; but Jofeph of Arimathea, creeping 
out, holdcth a bottle under, and bringeth into Albion to cure all dif- 
eafes, that precious reliquc. 

Such was the renown of thefe celebrations, and fo were the ex- 
pences of their decorations admired at, that although the birth of Ci- 
mabue announced the nafcent arts budding in Italy, Pope Innocent 
the fourth faid that he half lamented that new dignity which hindered 
him from attending fo very elegant and edifying a (how : finding it 
however, wholly impoffible to come over himfelf in perfon, he fent his 
old favourite fool to partake the feftivities, and who received thirty (hil- 
lings befide from our fovercign — royal gift : nor was it merely for the 
fake of fuch nonfenfe that the learned Genoefe, fb refpefted for his 
knowledge and virtue, while Cardinal St. Lorenzo, wifticd to witnefs 
our improvements in Great Britain ; he defircd to behold DivitiasLon- 
dini as well as Delicias Weftmonafterii, as he faid. We had a mayor and 
aldermen eftablifhed then for confi:rvation of our city's peace, and fter- 

* Second daughter, I think, to Raymond, Count de Thouloufe. 
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ling money coined for common uie, called fo, as fomc iky, from the 
figure of a ftarling impreft upon the metal. Reading glaiTes and fpec- 
tacles facilitated every branch of fcience, and commerce began to call 
in the arts and luxuries of other realms. The diftraftions of Ireland 
indeed, torn by the fadious quarrels of Mac Arthys and Geraldincs, 
yielded the conquering country little fave difquict, evincing ever the 
fad efFcdls of a too feeble government, that wiihed ' for plunder rather 
than authority ; while Wales, unwilling to yield up her independence,, 
continued to oppofe what (he was unable to fubdue, and the Dictum 
of Kennelworth confefles the melancholy ftate of fociety in provincesr 
far removed from the capital even of England, where knights and 
Yquires caught in robbery, if they had no land, were doomed to give 
half their goods to the king, and find fecurity for future good beha- 
viour. This however was better than the mode adopted in the cen- 
tury before this, when no nearer method could be found to keep people 
lafe from fuch banditti, than the fetching out fome bifliop who lived 
near, to curje the thieves, which he did by laying, " May your eyes be 
** be blind who fee but to covet your neighbours* goods, and may your 
" hands be difabled that feek to fteal them/* If this had no effcd, 
the matter was hopelefs, and the plunderers could be fubdued only by 
iuperior force. Softer manners were gaining ground in France^ where 
to the court of love and hon6ur, now fo long erefied, all high and 
grave diiputes of gallantry and heroifm appealed, as the head quarters 
of amorous and valiant etiquette. Fontenelle acknowledges that the 
records of this court were the legitimate parents of French pody, and 
that Scuderi a puije bieti la dedans, when the romances of Clelia and the 
Grand Cyrus were compofed. But Lewis the ninth was born to confer 
happineis in this world, and receive it in the other : he maintained 
every inftitution likely to difpenfe comforts and bleffings among his 
own fubjeds^ and heard not without horror how the Emperor had 
corrupted Pietro di Vinci, page to Pope Innocent, and prevailed on 
him to feek his fovereign's life ; but being detected by the fool before- 

mcntioncd» 
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mentioned, he had the ftrange prefcncc of mind to cfcapc puniihmcnt 
by running fuddenly againft the wall, and dafliing his brains out before 
the pontiff's face. 

But 'tis time to tum our RetrofpcSiwn eaftward, and obferve Zin- 
gis Khan little aware that the days were gone by when univerfal mo- 
narchy was like to be endured, preffing forward with a conqueror's 
rapidity, pafling Mount Caucafus, and having already fubje<Scd to his 
arms all Media, Parthia, Perfia, and Armenia, began, when ftruggling in 
the fens of Meotis, to confider what next ihould be done by force, to 
which he hald hitherto found little or no refiftance. The rcfult was 
founding a new empire, ftill known by the name of the Mogul's Em- 
pire, which owed its origin to this Tartar chief; nor were his dcfcen- 
dants difpoffefled of many valuable poffeffions in its vicinage, till Ta- 
merlane arofe, nearly two centuries after, and made a change in oriental 
hiftory. The two fons of his firft bom TovXidian however, he w^ho 
was left by Zingis or Gengis upon the throne of Perfia, made a fuc- 
cefsftil war on the Chincfc, and CohX^chan of the fame line was (if I 
miftake not) ruler of tfiat populous region in 1280. During the courfc 
of exploits which fettled an imperial court at Agra and Delhi, under 
an emperor who profeffcd unitariantfiny and was, Mr. Gibbon iays, of 
the fame religion as our philofopher Locke, many believing Chriftians 
of the Greek church fuffercd extreme diftrefs, though Ducas conti- 
nued to fit faft at Adrianople, and even increafed his dominions and 
authority; notwithflanding which Nicephoms the patriarch would 
not permit him to enter the church over which he prefidcd, whilfl a 
female favourite kept him from marrying and continuing the fijccef- 
fion in a legitimate way, with Prineefs Ann, daughter of Frederick II. 
to whom he had been long contracted. The fuccefsful rival endeavoured 
but in vain to fet her paramour againfl the patriarch. Ducas, more li- 
beral, acknowledged the fiault his paflions permitted him not to amend, 
and quietly returned home from the church door, faying that Niccphorus 
had done his duty. She had better fuccefs in civil than in ecclefiaf- 

tick 
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tick affairs — her lover making, at her requeft, dejpots, as they were 
called, of Angelo and his fbn, who obtained the favour through their 
influence with this pernicious beauty. A famine felt by the adjacent 
regions^ from which the dominions of Ducas werfc exempt, gave him 
courage, as it appears, to continue in his courfe, notwithftanding his 
own difapprobation ; and the profits made by fale of eggs alone, when 
they became {o dear, grew in fuch a degree cxteniive, that Ducas made 
from them alone a diadem of prodigious value, and called it an truata. 
Finding his lubjeds much difpofed meanwhile, to barter away the 
Iblid gold gained of his neighbours* miiery for fliowy apparel brought 
from far diftant regions, this Emperor, often called in hiftory Vataccs, 
made a decree that all fhould wear the manufadures of their own 
coimtry, obliging even the favourite lady to fet an example, fince imi- 
tated by many prudent and judicious fbvereigns. 'Twas nearly coeval 
with theie events, I think, that Baldwin IL pupil and ibn-in-law tQ 
John de Brienne, whom Innocent the third had made King of Jeruik* 
lem, prefentcd the Venetians with the lance, fuppofed to have pierced 
our Saviour's fide, the fpongc dipt in vinegar at his cracifixion, and a 
piece of the true crofs. Thefe the republick fold to St. Lewis for an 
immenfe fum of money, and he depoiited them among the trSfors de 
St. Denis, where they were regularly fhewn to travellers> with the 
ihield fiflied out of the Rhone in time of Charlemagne, having the 
continence of Scipio chafed upon it, and being for that reafba ima*> 
gined, abfurdly enough, to have belonged to Scipio himielf. Their 
deftrudion by frantick rioters however, within thefe lafl ten ycars^ 
afFords finall triumph to the levelling caufo. For though men who 
deipife all facred relicks may laugh, and thoie who delight in rare an* 
tiquities may weep ; though cool examiners may reafonably doubt the 
genmnenefs of many — ^and the value of all, yet will each feeling heart 
iigh at feeing time-honoured trifles thus fuddenly although ddibe- 
irately deftroyed. What Charlemagne had prcierved, and Lewis the 
nmth had venerated, was it for Robefpierre and Marat to deftroy ? 
Vol. I. Y y But 
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But 'tis time to contemplate another charadler. Frederick II. Em- 
peror of the Weft, whofe long reign of forty years almoft was marked 
w ith many extraordinary events, began to attraft attention from his 
contemporaries, and claims a glance of our RetroJpeSi iincc the year 
1230, when he had already driven the Saracens from Sicily, punifhed 
in a ftrange and cruel manner Pope Innocent the third's two brothers, 
French noblemen, who held fomc places in Apulia, and broke the 
great Count d*Ifcmberg upon the wheel. Eager to reign if poffible in 
more forms than one, he crowned his forward boy Henry at nine years 
old, aifociating him in the empire, while Pope Honorius III. hoping 
to unite the three fceptres in one command once more, and by that 
means check the progrefs of Mahometanifm in the eaft, propofed a 
match between Frederick and lolanta, daughter to Brenne, commonly 
called King John of Jerufalem, and who had herfelf ruled at Conftan- 
tinople during the imprifonment of Peter Count d'Auxerre, her firft 
hufband, who, after many viciffitudes of fortune, was at length 
ftrangled at a feaft by Theodore Laicaris. In order to give additional 
fplendour to fuch nuptials, Frederick and lolanta met at Rome, where 
Pope Honorius himfclf performed the ceremony, all the clergy attend- 
ing in pontificalibuSf the magiftrates in fcarlet robes. The projed 
failed however, the lady died in child-bed, in ten months, leaving an 
infant fon ; John Ducas ftirred not from his feat at Adrianople, and 
all the effed produced was, that the Emperor called himfelf King of 
Sicily and of Jerufalem, and his descendants took the title as in courfe. 
*Twas now high time that Frederick fhould fet forward for the Holy 
Land, and fee the mifery that had befallen the leagued princes (of 
whom an army always remained in the environs) fince the Sultan of 
Egypt had called them to attempt the Nile-defended city of Grand 
Cairo in vain. The king of floods iiirrounding that place with his 
proteSing arms, fruftrated completely fuch mad defigns, obtaining 
the reftoration of Damietta too, while Pope Gregory IX. fucceflbr to 
Honoriusi excommunicated our weftem emperor Frederick, for feign- 
ing 
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ing fickncfs in order to avoid the journey. He had however many 
cogent reafons for delay. The duke of Bavaria^ on whom he chiefly 
relied for care of his horae-conccrns, was dead ; ib was lolanta, on 
whole account he expcfted to receive homage in the eaft: while 
Henry, the youth he was in fuch hafte to crown, had contracted a 
marriage with the daughter of Leopold, archduke of An/hia, a new 
title conferred by Gregory, who looked without difpleafure on his at- 
tempts to depofe his father, and reign him/elf alonc^ akiiough not yet 
fixteen years of age* 

Strong meafures were now neceflary. Frederick, with one hundred 
and twenty thoufand ounces of gold, purchafed his abfolution from the 
pope ; and after feeing his own adive and dangerous fon fafe in a clofe 
confinement, let out for Syria, where during his ablcnce Gaza, Alke- 
lon, and Jerufalem had fubmittcd, and the Lord's fepulchre, till then un- 
polluted, had been piirpofely defiled: notwithftanding that theTemplars 
dilplayed even ferocious valour. Thibault of Navarre lent for a fliort 
time his afliftance, and our Richard carl of Cornwall diftinguilhed him* 
fclf among the forcmoll for high hcroick deeds. 'Spite of all this how- 
vcre^ viiftoriou&Turcifm entered triumphantly the holy city ; whilft our 
weftcrn emperor was, I believe, not unjuftly accufed of loitering his 
time away, though late in life, and widower to two Chriftian prin- 
ctSes, with the Circaffian beauties of the eaft. Such was the Ill- 
will of the Pope to this prince and his condud,. that he even wrote to 
the lultan not to treat with him. A truce of ten years was concluded 
notwithftanding ; and Frederick having flung a young pike into the 
pool of Hebron, faid he would return to that country no more* The 
filh had a gold ring round it with the date ; and being caught alive 
one hundred and fifty years after, weighing fourfcore pounds, is brought 
forwards as a proof how long fuch animals will live. The ftory how- 
ever muft be falfe, fo far as relates to its immenfe growth at leaft, for 
the ring would not ftretch, I fuppofe, and without that the fifli's iden- 
tity could not have been afcertained. Many lies have indeed been told 

Yy2 of 
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of this brave but impious, and often perjured fovcrcign, who now in- 
vaded Italy fword in hand^ and being equally related to Gwclphs and 
Gibeliinesy expcifled the leaders of both faAions would be with him. 
The firft-named party, in contradiftion to his ill-placed hopes, fided 
with Grregory in this unnatural conteft : fb did the Venetians, who 
burned all his ihips, and pofleffed themfclves of Apulia. For their 
good fervices againft infidels ofall denomination, as the Pope cxpreffcd 
it, he granted their patriarch a power of wearing a /nitre of peculiar 
ihape, and bearing upon folemn occafions in his hand a fort of paftoral 
ftaff. Meanwhile the Genoefe, having fomented infurreftions in 
Candia, Regner Dandulo went thither and foon quelled it. Morofmi 
was elefted doge, and is the firft upon record chofen to that dignity by 
ballot : but his republick increafed in riches and power every day, while 
commerce feemed to conlider their port as the general mart of all 
Europe. 

Primiflaus of Bohemia indeed, fumamcd Ottocar, from Othifgar, 
meaning, as Dubravius fays, a partizan of Otho, who had oppoied Fre« 
derick IL in his early days, endeavoured to extend his dominions 
nearer the Adriatick, and purchaied Carinthia, Camiola, and other 
territories, of a childlefs Prince who had no heirs ; his only brother 
being biihop of Saltzburg. Such a neighbour was not agreeable to 
Venice, as the fame Ottocsur tried likewiie for Stiria, b«t was diverted 
from his purpofe by jealoufy of his queen, filler to Frederick : her he 
repudiated firft, then poifbned, and took another princefs who was 
barren. His laft lady was Cunegund, daughter to the Duke of Maflb- 
via, the French writers call him Roi des Bulgares. Ottocar was about 
to difpatch her likewifc ; but hearing Ihe was pregnant, fpared her 
life, which fhe owed to her unborn fon ; while Margaret, wife to Viri- 
lx>laus an earl of Cracovia, I think a Chriftian, was delivered, as Cro*^ 
merus and Yagouin both tell us, of thirty-fix boys at one birth. But 
much of Poland and of PmflSa was relapfed into idolatry fince the 
crufades had carried away their inflrud<^5 ; and Lefco, furnamed the 

Black, 
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Black, was a fcourgc rather than a ruler in that haplefe country, 
which he delighted to defolate by hunting, chufing bcafts for his fub- 
je6ls as it appears, rather than men. 

The Semiramis of the north however muft not be forgotten. About 
the year 1280 Margaret dc Waldemar had married William of Dam- 
piere, and bought the government of Bruges, which was burned down 
to the ground, and Antwerpcn foon followed. Joan her original com- 
petitor in Flanders drove that whole party out, and reigned alone a, 
while : but wedding Thomas duke of Savoy, he, though viftorious, 
was in hafte to return home after his wife's death, and Margaret 
reigned again, being a widow, with the young boy flic had by Dam- 
piere, named after his father WiUtam. John, her fon by the duke of 
Hainault, rebelled, and after deluges of blood fpilt in this quarrel the 
pope was appealed to, and confirmed King fFilliam, giving to John his 
father's dukedom only. Another conteft followed, and Margaret loft 
Nemours to her eldeft fon, from whom flie was forced to purchafe peace 
with an immenfe fum of money, William earl of Holland, meantime, 
no longer Hallant, who built his palace at the Hague, and was fot up by 
the pope as emperor againft Frederick, having been crowned by his com- 
mand in Syria, after his taking Aken from the Saracens ; fided with 
John againft Queen Margaret, and was foon ftruck at a banquet by 
an unknown hand with a poniard. The life which efcaped that ac- 
cident was loft by another : after this lucklefs feftival at Utrecht, Wil- 
liam went on a winter campaign againft the Frizons, and riding away 
from his company upon the ice, his horfe ftuck with him, and they 
were not difentangled till after death. A marriage between his fon 
and Margaret's daughter Beatrice, who brought with her all Zealand 
in dower, compofcd the publick contentions in that part of the world, 
where in a private war about the fame period, the waHike bifliop of 
Utrecht befieging a rebellious vaffal in his houfe, w^as unhappily taken 
in arms by the enemy, his head ftruck off and nailed to the caftlc 
wall, as we do kites in remote parts of England, 

The 



358 SECOND PORTION, &c, [ch* xix. 

The firft league of Swifles marked thcfc annals alfo. Avcntinc 
places the inftitution of the feven eleftors early in the papacy of Gre- 
gory X : and wearied with vexatious occurrences in our own neigh- 
bourhood, if RetroJpe6iion turns her eyes towards the eaft, what fees 
flie there but the fierce fultan in poffeflion of that hallowed fpot, ianc- 
tified firft by our Redeemer's fufFerings, kifsM with warm veneration 
by his fervant Conftantine, and rcfcued by Godfrey de Boulogne with 
millions of human lives ? Sees too a nafcent empire bom with Otto- 
man its founder, deftined when adolefcent, to deftroy and wholly ex- 
tirpate all remains of Chriftianity at and around its firft imperial feat. 
Here then let blufhing narrative be ftill, or taking breath in a new 
chapter, feek for fome fcencs lefs likely to affli<% our powers of Retro^ 
JpeSlion. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XX. 
TO THE YEAR OF OUR LORD isoo. 

IF we would confolc the Retrojpedior s eye, wc muft not let it turn 
to men but things : not to the blood-red page of hiilorick annals, 
but to the verdant field where fpringing arts and growing fciences pro- 
mife, by ftill frefh improvement, perpetual green. No period of time 
will fliew people much better than thole of another period : but the 
laft years of the thirteenth century contributed exceedingly to make 
them happier than they had been, and give them opportunity of pro- 
curing knowledge and wealth, thofc great inftruments of good to man ; 
if for good purpofe he will pleafe to ufe them. About the year 12O0 
*twas that Marco Paulo, a Venetian, having made a journey to China, 
brought home with him the ineftimable invention called the mariner's 
compafs, a felicity {o envied, that almoft every nation in Europe has 
laid, claim to the merit of firft difcovering a fecret which they are now 
iuppofcd to have poffeffed fince the days of their famous aftrologer 
Chiningus, who is computed to have lived eleven hundred and twenty 
years before the birth of Chrift ; coetancous with Homer, and I think 
with Solomon. What confirms the conjefture of Paulo's inxportation 
is, that his countrymen continued for many years to ufe the compals 
in the manner the Chincfe ufe it ftill, letting it float upon a little piece 
of oork, inftead of fuipending it to a pivot. Flavio Givia di Melfi, 
in the Territorio di Principato, forty years after, taught the prefent me- 
thod; 
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thod ; and to him has the original invention been afcribed ; as Ame- 
rica was named after the fecond, not the firft adventurer who touched 
her fliores. *Tis certain that the diftrift where Flavio was bom, tho* 
a fmall portion of the Neapolitan ilate, has fince that time given the 
compafs for coat armour. But France claims the honour of the dif" 
covcry too, and brings in proof of her prcteniions, that every country 
as well as her own makes ufe of 3,j^eur de lis to diflinguifh the north 
point of the card; and fome old verfes of Guyot de Provence, preferved 
by Fauchet, do certainly mention the marineite or maritters Jione, a» 
early as the year 1202, or thereabouts. 

That England might not be left out, DoAor Wallis makes us obfcrve,. 
that our word compafs is the word by which all other nations know the 
thing ; and as he fays, to take a compafs j means to make a circle cer- 
tainly. Thcfc arc however mere fports of learning ; for if France 
knew fo long ago, why was it not ufed } and as to the word, bouffhk or 
huffila are oftener faid than compafs by all fcx^ign iailors. Italy, where 
every thing either firf): fpmng or was reftored to iecond life, has the 
true claim to this imaention, which facilitates commerce between diP 
tant nations, makes communication eafy between friends, and propa- 
gates the gofpel in regions far remote. 

Poetry followed mathematicks at a diftance: for embellifhment 
is not fought for till neceffity is fatisfied. Our earlicfl k>ve*fong is a 
mean compofition enough ; our earlieft pafloral ballad is pretty for 
the time *twas written in ; but there was no t^eSatim in the joy ex- 
pirtfs*d to fee tokens of a bright feafon to latitude 54 ; all the thoughts 
ai^ natural, and the defcription true. Hawkins has 'preferved the 
muiical notes to thefe pretty lines : they were more complicated than 
the words, but mufick had the ftart of both her fiAers ; fhc revived 
long before either painting or pocfy raifcd their weak heads; and archi- 
tefture, broken into fmall parts by the Goths, was hardly yet beginnii^ 
to put thofc parts neatly together. 

Sumer 
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Sumer is i cumen 

LIud fing cuccu : 

Growetb fed and bloweth med 

And fpringeth th€ w^/e nu. 

Sing cuccu cuccu. 

Awe bleteth after lombe, 

Louth after calve cu ; 

Bullock Aerteth 

Bucke verteth, 

Murie fing cuccu. 

Wei fiog thu cuccu, 

N£ fvrik thou never nu. 



Summer is coming 

Sing cuckoo ling ; 

The meadows are blooming 

The hedges in fpring. 

Hark ! the ewes and lambs are bleating. 
Calves the parent call repeating ; 
Anfwer cuckoo to their loo. 
See our lufty bullock ftart 
While to harbour hies the hart.- 
Cuckoo 1 be thou merry too, 
Sing my bird, and cry cuckoo. 



While thefe improvements cheer one's remembrance of England a?id 
Italy, FLeuri affrights one by faying, that in the year 1270, after St* 
Louis died, thisre we fet up a fed of men in France who found out 
foriboth that the world was ab eterno ; that in the Deity was no trinity, 
that a reiurreiftion of the body was impoffible, and that death was an 
eternal fkep. In 500 years this fed, which it appears never Jlept at all^ 
burft out to the confufion of all human kind : — ^'twas reading Ari- 
ftotle firft turned their heads, and the prefcnt boobies, who fcarce ever 
heard his tenets, take them up upon truft ; but we muft return from 
wicked and fooiifli opinions to faifts not more coniblatory. 1 70,000 
Chriftians being flaughter'd in the eaft within one week or lefs, the 
pope made offer of Jerufalem to Louis le Pieux, which he refufed ; 
and our Henry of England fald that perchance devotion had dried up 
all his coufin's ambitious humours — if it was ofFer'd to his fbn, the 
honour Ihould not be dcfpi&d. The Tartars meantime, under Haalon 
their chief, made Ihcw of aflifting the Chriftian potentates, and in pure 
)];ood will toward them, as *twas alledgcd, fcized on Aleppo ; but our 
people, nothing aware that the befi temper is an affimilating one, and 
that gold, the richefl of all metals, is mofl willing to amalgamate with 
others, chofc rather to difputc and quarrel with thcie haughty Ifhmac- 
Jites, than to conciliate their afFeAions and convert them to our faith. 
Vo L. I. Z z Ai tcr 
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After committing a thoufand rakifla follies, they at length killed the 
nephew of Guixboca, lieutcnaiit to Prince Haalon, in a drunken broil 
or frolick, fet on foot by ovcr-fwilled Danes, and hot-headed Englifli- 
men, amid the ftreets of Damafcus : by this mad action provoking the 
deputy, who was beginning to fohcit baptifm,. and making the maa 
fwear to renounce in future all communication with ftrangcrs wholes 
morality tallied fo ill with the religion they profeflcd* 

Guirboca therefore haftcncd to revenge his kinfman*s murder, and 
falling upon Casfarea fword in hand, burned it, and delivered up the 
inhabitants to plunder. Nor were our Europeans better treated by the 
Mameluc princes in Egypt, who took and deftroyed the city of Joppa, 
having with fome difficulty forced Antioch, the place where Chril^ 
tians firft were called fuch, ilaughtering no fewer than 20,000 in her 
ftreets. Such dreadful tidings from the Holy Land rouzed the laft 
efforts of expiring hcroifm in the foul of Lewis, beft, braveft, wifeft^ 
greateft amongft his contemporary fovereigns. The hoary warrior 
would immediately to Paleftinc, and with him take along his fons, his 
brother, and Guy carl of Flanders, likcwifo young Exiward, eldeft-bom 
and heir to England, furnamed Longfhanks, who had been prefented 
to the throne of Sicily by Alexander that fucceeded Innocent IV. at 
Rome. Whilft he and Lewis were upon their voyage. Prince Con- 
rade, fon to Frederick and lolanta, difputed thefucceflion of the wcftern 
empire with Henry Landgrave of Thuringia, and William Earl of 
Holland : in thefe ftruggles Capua was difmantled, and Naples nearly 
deftroyed by this ambitious youth, who not contented with fuccefs 
againft his fcxrs, murdered his elder brother Henr}% once haughty and 
al'piring as hlmfclf, but become by time and forrow a truly inoffcnfive 
creature; many years detained in clofe confinement, tillfick and old and 
hclplefs, incapable of giving umbrage,, he was at length forced to yield 
up his throat to an aflaflin : for this fuperfluous, as iinful fratricide, 
Conrade became an objcft of detcftation to all Europe, moft fo to 
Manfred, fon of Frederick the long-lived by an caftern fav'rite, a fair 
Georgian or Circaffiaa lady, with w^hom he had paflcd his time in Pa- 
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kftiiie and Syria. This prince, under pretence of prefenting Conradc 
with refrelliment, adminiftered poifbn to him in a bowl of fherbet, 
and looked on the tortures it occaiioned with a favage delight. Such 
fuccefs had the progeny of impious Frederick ! to whom was attri- 
buted the famous book de Tribus Impq/iorihus^ always talked of but 
aiever feen ; and which if it ever was compolcd at all, mult have been 
a much more modern compofition.* At Adrianople now reigned a 
baby Ducas, fon, as I think, to Lafcaris the younger'; but Palaeologus 
his pi?eceptor, after defeatm^ Angelo the Greek Emperor, in the lad's 
name, put his eyes out, and* fent his infant fiftcrs into Italy. Dante's 
birth there announced the quick reviving flame of literature at Flo- 
rence, where painting refolved not to be left behind. All Europe gave 
fignsof refufcitation; arts, manufactures, commerce, felt the quickening 
.fpirit, and a new city, Stockholm, adorned the banks of the Baltic fea. 
The laft of the cruiades was now on foot, kings found employment 
growing up at horAe; the world had been coropofed at firft like fine Greek 
architefture of large mafles, which with fmall pains produce a fudden 
and iublime effeft. The feudal fyftem broke it into fmall independent 
pieces ; gothick ideas in building run quite parallel ; vet when with 
ages of heavy toil they have at length formed their firm fet and 
ftiarply pointed arches, and brought their numerous angles to cement — 
-the whole makes no unvenerable appearance — ^and to lament its ruin is 
but natural. Towards the laft years of the eventful period, which 
holds our Reirofpedt to 1250, and from thence forward till A. D. 1 300, 
the laft effort of union was made for purpofe of regaining Paleftine ; 
nor did the king of France find even his devotion fwallow up all pru- 
dence, or care for his own dominion and that of his country. Ed- 
ward of England had an adive fpirit, and foon was likely to pofTefs a 
^crown which had fate loofely on weak Henry's head for more than half 

* The king did indeed fay that if God Almighty bad ever feen Naples, he would 
not furc have bellowed that odious country Paleftine on his profcfs'd favourites ; biit 
\ count little on fuch indecorous fpeeches, as proofs of infidelity in rougli days. 

Z z 2 a ccnturv : 
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a century : Lycwis for that, as well as for more pious reafbns, had pru- 
dently excited him on to the holy war, and to fecurc the Chriftiaiis'^ 
paffage forth and back from pirates^ propofed that they Ihould take and 
garrifon Tunis by the way. That flubbed elder thea, fprung from 
old ground where the majeftick oak of Carthage had in former times 
been fcU'd, was now to be cut up if poffible ; but by its filth defended^ 
lafted ftill. A plague foon feized on the ccwifedcratc army, of which 
thoufands and ten thoufands died ; and greater, moie regretted than, 
them all, the French Jofiah. Like him in martial and pacifick virtues, 
like him in a life fpent in learning and promulgating the laws of the 
moft High ; not very unlike him in his death either, engaged in fruit* 
lefs, uncommanded war. His fon, though juftly enough furnamed 
Philip the Bold, or Hardy, Shocked at fuch a tofs, aitd that of his brave 
brother too on the fame day, was overwhelmed with unafFe6led grief, 
and refolved not to go further on a journey fo unprofpcrous : although 
the town Jid iiirrender on conditions, agreeing to pay the king of 
Sicily and Jcrufalem a fixed annuity of 40,000 crowns. 

Theobald ^c Navarre, and William of Holland, were foon in the 
lame mind for meaner reafons ; they gained fomc pillage, and thought 
fo little about honour, that they refolved to draw their legions back ; 
but carr}'ing the ill health of the country with them, died in a fhort 
time at Trapani, on their way home. Our Longfhanks meanwhile 
ftruck his valiant bofom, and fwore that he would enter Ptolcroais in 
company of his armor-bearer only, if all the allies left him, ay, and the 
Engliih too. His faithfui and admiring confort, then big with child^ 
followed his fteps ; fome trufty battalions accompanied them to Ptole- 
mais, where had he not arrived ifiat very day^ the city would have 
fjgned capitulating articles. The prince's prcfencc however, gave new 
life and vigour to the cauie, he marched his few men to Nazareth, and 
took the town, killing 1000 Saracens ; whilft Lady Elinor, daughter ta 
Alphonfo, king of Spain, lay in, and called her daughter Joan of Acres> 
in alUifion to the place of her nativity. Such were the exploits of this 
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young hero, that an affajitty difpatched by the Old Man of the Moun- 
tainSj having obtained his confidence by frequent vifits, for he profefled 
himfelf a Chriftian fpy, ftruck at his heart as he lay reclining on a day- 
bed ; Exiward's quick arm alert in the hour of danger, being fuddenly 
raifed, received the dcfperate wound ; while with his foot he felled the 
intended murderer, and wrefting the knife from him, cut open his 
belly. The bard in waiting, or harper, now burft in, and found our 
Britifli warrior bleeding almofl to death upon the body of the not yet 
expiring Saracen^ whofc life was finally finiihed by the minftrel.* To 
the dagger of this refolutc aflaffin hiftorians have added poifon, and 
poets have reprefented the pious wife extrading from her hufband's 
wounded arm a venom fatal to her own cxiftence : but 'tis enough 
that Edward was fo flabbed, recovered, and recalled to England, where 
the old king his father^ and an infant boy left at home under female 
care, both died upon one day. Hearing this news fb flriking and af- 
flidlive, our gallant prince lefs naturally than truly, and with good fenfe 
exclaimed, that children of fuch a tender age were a lofs eafy to be re- 
paired ; but that parental tcndcrnefs could never be fupplied by any 
future friend or fervant, liibjedl or fbn. The fame pofl brought men 
and money for the holy war, 1 000 marks I think from Scotland too,, 
which had been invaded by the Norwegians with 160 fail, but thofe,. 
brave Alexander happily difperfcd, having baffled their leader, and re- 
took the ftormy Hebrides. 

While now the eaflern emperor meditated to make the long-fighcd 
for fubniiflion to the Holy See, as befl and likeliefl method of confirm- 

• And thofe who wifh to draw a parallel between our Edward I. and Alexander 
the Great, will be pleafed with relating how Mujicanus^ the minftrel of thofe days, 
offended that capricious herOt who maflacred, in confequnce, all the Bramins or 
Brachmans he could find, as Edward did fo many centuries afterwards the Welch Bavds ; 
fuppoAng their enthuiiaftic finging animated their countrymen to defence againft in* 
vaders. — Shaers or Perfian poets, even in the nth century, wore a peculiar drefs, as in 
Darius's time, and recited extempore verfes in the maidan or market places, like Ita- 
lian improvifauri. 
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ing him in his fo ill- obtained authority; a quick fucceffion of popes, 
already mentioned, followed on death of Innocent IV. - Alexander, 
• who created not a fmgle cardinal, for fear (faid he) of increafing our 
domcftick feuds ; UrbaUj fon to a French cobler, who took for his le- 
genda the words virtus ejifola nohiUtas ; who vainly ftrove to quiet the 
fierce tempers of Manfred and Conradine, Richard and Alphonfo : and 
who is better known to fame for having inftituted the fcftival of Cor- 
pus Chrifti, in honour of a miracle tranfmitted to all Europe by the 
pencil of Raffaelle, when (bmc prieft doubting the real prcfence in the 
facrament, fuddenly exclaimed and fancied that he faw, the confecratcd 
wafer drop, with blood. After thefe Clement IV. who had been a 
lawyer and a foldier, had ad:ed as a page in Lewis the ninth's court, had 
been fome years married, and had two daughters living, Mabelle and 
Cecile ; for they and he were French, of a good family in the Nar- 
bonaois : his charming letter is yet extant, to his nephew Pierre Ic 
Gros. *' Learn (fays he in it) to be more humble than you have been ; 
** promotion to the popedom is a burden, not an advantage to thofe 
" who undcrftand it rightly : congratulate mc not therefore, but obey 
" myH:ommands, and dream not of gifts or preferments on account of 
" your Uncle's advancement to the papacy, although I love you and Ihall 
" ever. Tell to your fiftcr if flie weds ixfoldter — Miletes; TUgive her 300 
" crowns, no more : if any man, except a foldier, nothing. As for my 
'' truly dear ones, bid them be good girls ; Cecile has w^ll beftowed 
" her heart I know, let her hand follow it ! I (hall defpife her elfe ; 
*' and let 4:10 female of my name, Lc Gros, meanly feek matches w ith 
*' men far above them, leaving their own worthy fweet-hcarts, becaufc 
'' marauding noblemen will ftrivc to marry the pope's daughter." 
Readers will wifli to fee how all this ended ; Madcmoifellc Cecile's 
•brave lover fell in a private war^ and flie retiring tb a convent, died 
there. Mabelle fet out with her hu{l)and for the Holy Land, but loft 
her life by a mifcarriage on the journey. And though their admirable 
father's merit was greatly wanted upon earth for an example, heaven 
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impatient to reward it fnatched him loon away ; but not before Charles 
of Anjou did homage for his kingdom, being called Sicily on this and 
the other fide the Pharos ; and thefe words ufed at his inveftiture gave 
rife to the well known ftyle and title, King of the two Sicilies. He 
agreed at the fame moment that his fucceflbrs Ihould hold their crown 
no longer than they were punctual in paying, upon St. Peter's day every 
year, 8000 ounces of gold to whoever was fitting in St. Peter's chair ; 
with a white palfrey, good and beautifuL There is a coin called an 
Qfince at Naples now ; its value about a guinea or louis d'or : but thefe 
articles were figned in May, 1265, to the comfort of all who had fcen 
the rapid ftrides made by ambitious Manfred, who was well known to 
have difpatched Prince Conrade, and half fufpe Aed of haftening, fome- 
what unfairly, his father's death, which was fo ill accounted for and 
imafcertained^ that an impoftor was publickly burn'd Ibme years after 
it happened, for having peribnated Frederick with fuccefs in Savoy and 
other courts. The city bearing his name, Manfredonia, is however all 
that's left of this tyrant, who was at length aflaflinated by an earl of 
Rota, whofe wife he had feduced or carried off by force. The death of 
Clement IV. happening not long after kept the pontificate in a fort of 
inconvenient ftate, not ill denominated abeyance, in which cafe re- 
mained likewife the weftern empire ; while the cardinals fate fo long 
in conclave, unable to fix upon a fuccefiPor, that the magiftratcs of the 
town untiVd the place they fate in, but in vain. After three years 
more fpent in fruitlefs and difgraceful contcflis which of them fhould 
be placed in the papal chair, the townfmcn fhut them up and kept 
them without food till they had quieted the minds of men and given 
the church a paftor : one only cardinal was abfent, and he was pitched 
upon. When notification of the honour was conveyed to him, he was 
ftepping into a pulpit at Ptolemais, the Chrillian rendezvous in Syria, 
and with a true Italian promptitude, changed his fubjcft of difcourfe, 
and took his text from that verfe in the pfalms, which fays, '* If I for- 
'* get thee, oh Jerufakm ! let my right hand forget her cunning ; let my 
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*' tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, yea, if I prefer not JerufaJem in 
'* my mirth." Gregory X. did indeed keep the promife made that day 
by Ubaldo di Piaccnza, and loon as he arrived in Italy, ^ent ftores of men, 
money, and horfcs, to the holy war : having obfcrvcd while in the eaft, 
that the Greek Emperor Paleologus was weli dlfpofed to unite the two 
churches and end the fchifm which had toolongkept them feparatc ; he 
without entering into motives took Michael at his word, and had the 
comfort of hearing in a ihort trcnc that the Nicene:circd had been quietly 
fung without obje6lion, in the church of Santa Sophia atConftantinople, 
whither the feat of empire had been onoe more €x'd and fettled. Ro^ 
dolph of Hapfljurgh now, defcendant of the Gordians, and ancefix>r to 
Francis II. in a right line, was patronized by this pope againfl Ottoca- 
rus, king of Bohemia, who after much ado, at length confented to fwear 
fealty to his competitor, provided the fundlion might be performed in 
private : Rodolph confented, but at the critical xnoment a high and 
imcxpeded wind blew off the canopy of that tent where the princes 
were, and beating down the fides at the fame time, xlifcovered the Pan- 
jionian chief on both knees before \x\^f(n)eretgn zxiAJuperior hrd^ per- 
forming a vafTaKs obeifance: enraged, and as his pafiioa Jed him to 
fuppofe, tricked by Hodolpho, he fuddenly role \ip and called to arms ; 
feme of his faithful followers attended, and thiC Duke of Auflria hailed 
to quell the revolt, which ended in an hour's fcuffle only, over the body 
of Ottocanis, who lay pierced with a thoufand wounds upoft the fpot 
where he wasieen in ad. of humiliation. Gregory grieved but little at 
im event {6 favourable to the general weltare, and immediately con- 
rfirmed'the count of Hapfburgh in his new dignities, emperor of the 
weft, and duke of Auftriayir ever. The pope having thus made his 
power rcfpedled, gave occafion likewiic that his juflice Ihould be vene- 
rated, by depriving Henry, the famous wicked bifhop of Liege, whofe 
•Crimes ftand recorded in a letter from Rome, exhorting him to mend 
iiis manners ; fuch a heart however, no exhortations could reclaim ; he 
was at Icngtli killed by a nobleman whofe orphan niece he had vio- 
lated, 
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Iflted, with circumftances aggravating even that offence, and Gregory 
gcneroufly abfolved the nobleman, although to aflaffinatc even a de- 
prived bifliop was in thofc days a fin extremely difficult to be forgiven. 
Another talc of equal horror marks this pontificate, and Ihovvs the ftatc 
of fociety about the year 1272, which Retrofpe6lion muft not let pafs 
unnoticed. Simon de Montfort, earl of Leicefter, who inhabited the 
Savoy, his palace, who called our Henry III. a liar, whofe wild adven- 
tures and various exploits have ferved as the foundation of many a bal- 
lad, and many a romance, had two Ions, Simon, and Guy ; who after 
the well known battle of Evefliam fled to Italy, and finding at Viterbo 
young Henry, heir to Richard earl of Cornwall, their's, and their fa- 
ther's enemy of courfe, being allied to the Englifh throne io clofely : 
they watched him to a church, and killed him undefended at the altar, 
during the elevation of the hoft. Edward, returning from Paleftine upon 
his father's death, waited upon Gregory, with whom in Syria he had 
been intimately acquainted, and begged for vengeance on the bold af- 
faflins who had thus fpilt the royal blood of unoffending Britain, adding 
the moft impious facrilege to murder : but Simon died before fentence 
could be pronounced, and Guy fled to the Aldobrandini palace for pro- 
teftion. The count, his father-in-law, when called to examination, 
fatisfied all parties that he at Icaft was in no wife privy to the deed. 
Pope Gregory then with fcverity as unaccuftomcd as the occafion of it 
was drcp^itul, drove Guy, like the firft homicide, from man's fociety, 
rendered his defcendants to the fourth generation infamous, anathema- 
tized \\ hocver fhould receive him to their houfe, and laid whatever 
IcMid he lived in under an interdift. With thefe proceedings Exlward's 
grief and anger were appeafed ; he went home to take pofleflSon of his 
crown, and in due time forgot his valiant coufm*s death. The pontiff 
then put himfelf upon a journey to Florence, where Gwelphs and Gib- 
belincs battled in the ftreets, and crael conteft with its fharpeft thorns 
choked the young germ of literature at its revival. To quell thefe tur- 
bulent, thcfc tempcftuous fpirits, as he journied on upon his milk- 
Vol I. 3 A white 
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white mule prefcnted by Charles of Anjou, in a clofe lane a human 
figure ftood, half overgrown with hair, naked and wild, and ftopt the 
aftonifhed travellers. His right hand grafp'd a rope, his left a crucifix ; 
while mute amazement held the march fufpended — Guido de Montfort, 
thus (exclaim'd a voice) greets Gregory his perfecutor ; but take the 
cord and ftrangle, or the crucifix and blcfs me, for life's a burden I no. 
more will bear. The venerable bifliop alighting on the inllant, and 
praying fervently to heaven for direction, would make a noble fubjc<9: 
for a painter, to whom a contrail more fublime could fcarcely be ex* 
hibited, Retrojpediimi has but juft time to fee the culprit tranquillized, 
and fent to Sicily, where faithful Charles had orders to detain him^ 
the interdid for that purpofc being taken off, and the good patriarch 
of Aquileia was permitted, in his dying moments, to abfolve him. A 
reconcilement 'twixt the Gwelphs and Gibelines however, was what ap-^ 
peared on trial wholly impoffible. Cotnpefcuit i^nihus ignes Jupiter, faid 
the Pope, and laid gay Florence under interdi(5lion> though he himfclf 
delighted in the place, and meant to have pafled fbme time there 
Milan meanwhile was equally diftrafted ; Torriani and Vifconti there* 
tore each other's family to pieces, till after many years the latter at 
length prevailed, and the coiled ferpent fwallowing a child is yet the 
arms of Milan. The odd practice of borrowing devices from a con- 
quered enemy, ferves only to confound the antiquary, and diftrefs the 
herald. Vifconti had in the wars of Syria flain a Saracen of high re- 
nown, and prowefs much efteemed, who had himfelf, or fome brave 
anceftor, pulled out an infant from a ferpent's mouth, and killing the 
vile beaft, refcued its helplefs prey from dangers not unfrequcnt in hot 
countries : but though our Chriftian warrior had> to commemorate hi& 
vicftory, taken the Saracen s imprefe, and put on his own fhield, pro- 
priety is violated, and enquiry perplex d till the true tale is told. Can- 
dia indeed ftill gives the labyrinth of Crete as her coat armour^ fuppofed 
the oldeft in the world ; and although fueh devices may be changed,, 
crefts have remained unaltered cvea by the houfes of Brunfwick and 
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Cologne, for example, as the horfe yet remains with the firft — the mer- 
maid with the latter. 

Our RetrofpeSiion has however been too long detained from Britain, 
whereEdward hanged 200 Jews one day for altering and falfifying the 
king's coin. Hume fays, his Chriftian fpirit led him to tyranny, but 
'twas no fpirit of piety led him to another aft which ftained our ifland 
with its pureft blood, and coniigns his hated name for ever to all poetic 
curies- After ambition had excited him to enter Wales with unpro- 
voked hoftility, and with foldiers w ho purfued the brave pofleflbrs of 
fterility from rock to rock, refolving that no fhelter fliould fuffice to 
fave, what could produce no benefit when once obtained ; he deter- 
mined to tear from them even thepleafures of memory, the fweet re- 
coUeftion of what once they were ; and fraudulently aflcmbling their 
bards in Conway caftle, there maffacred the unrefifting recorders of ex- 
cellence, the living regiftets of piety and valour, forgetful how to the 
faithful minftrel's hand his vital pow'rs were owing. Againft this cold- 
blooded cruelty towards men relpefted, fo that they lat next the 
princes at a feaft, and had their harps prefented by a royal hand, for 
whom the cup-bearer poured out in his king's prefence the fweet me- 
theglin from a gilded horn, to the health of departed heroes : againft 
the mean murder of thefe guiltlefe bards, fit plan for fouls unfoftened 
even by mufic^ let RetrofpeSilon next contraft a fccne exhibited in the 
fouth of Europe : where John of Procida, and Peter of Arragon, who 
had already drowned his own elder brother w^ith their father's confent, 
refolved to drive from his feat as king of Sicily the pope's tributary 
prince Charles of Anjou and Maine, who was at this time on a vifit to 
Martin IV. at Rome, wholly unfufpicipus of the meditated confpiracy. 
Conftantia however, daughter to ambitious Manfred, delighting to 
revenge her father's caufe, and fet her hufband Peter on the throne, 
heard w^ith complacency the horrid tale, how on the bell ringing for 
vcfpersupon Eafter Tuefday evening 1282, a general and inhuman 
flaughtcr of all the French upon the place began, but ended not till 
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midnight. With fuch unbounded rage the fierce Italians leaped upon 
their prey, that in thofc few Ihort hours throughout the ifland, SOOO 
human creatures, women and infants^ noblemen and vaflals, fell a 
iudden indifcriminated iacrifice to fa&ion and confederated fury. 

When we are told that Charles was feized with paralytick ftupor 
on hearing fo dreadful and unprepared-for an event; no reader of the 
ftory can be much furprized, but fome perhaps will wonder that Pope 
Nicholas, immediate prcdecefTor to Martin,, and fucceObr of Adrian 
and Innocent, who came to the papal chair on death of Gregory, 
Ihouid have been capable of giving his confent to fo enormous and hor* 
riblea trania(^ion,,onlybecauie being a man of mean extradion>he had 
fought to give his niece to Charles of An}ou, who replied " No, no> 
" though Gaetan d'Urfmo does wear red flippers now, and people kifk 
" them — his blood AkJI never mix with mine depend on't.'^ This in- 
civility however, this poigtiOint and fuperftuous reproach^ coft him the 
lois of crown and dignity ; ieparated the fouls of 8000 belplefs French 
froni their defencelefs bodies, loaded with h^avy guilt the con- 
fciences of many clergy, who lent their aid in thefe tremendous fceiaes, 
but never would have lifted under the bloody-banner without their 
viodi^^ive fbvereign s approbation, and gave to lafting infamy the 
narrative of the Sicilian vefpers. 

For thefe occurrences fo full of guilt and horror will Strafburgh 
ftccplej 580 feet high, make us any corapcnfetion ? A little it will, 
by Ihewing that fome men muft have been employed in fomewhat 
lefe BPkiifchievous than throat-cutting: although no nearer method 
was fou^d out to induce the wide diftrid: of Lithuania to prefer the 
Catholiqk rqligion taidolatry, than the old mode of forcing them into 
wr pale by the^ yalour of the military Chriftians. Till fome fuch 
clofe-clapt fuTOmory a^ this be prefented to a modern reader ; he does 
not eafily figure to himfelf that paganifm was fo neat xia in days 
wiieOf X)antQ fung and Cimabue painted^ when Guido di Colonna 
w«ote hij Biftoria dl Bello Trojano^ whence m much later times our 
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Boke of Troye pillaged a multitude of incidents^ mlngliiig Araibfan 
ornaments with Grecian fable, ta the coofuikrn of antsquafrian^ and 
annoyance of common readers. While Va&o de Lobcyra wrote his 
far-famed Amadisy the laughing flock of this age, but much more 
juftly the admiration of that in which 'twas written; wbea a mirror 
of manners very little exaggerated, was hddupforamiifement of fach 
who, tired of truth's umfoormity, delighted as now in fiftion ; but felt 
their pleafure arife frotn exalting their imaginative powers to fomewbat 
above humanity, and not as we do in fbme modem novels, fcek in the 
depreflion of our reaibn, the entertainment of a dreanasng faivcy. 

Tafle certainly did in its earty cukuie,. for want of fkitl in the 
agricoltft, run aU to ieed as ibon aa 'twas out of the growxd, and 
icience was already grown fofasrcy, tbatwhea Taddeo the celebrated 
phyfidan was called. t0 the fick pope hont Florence,, he aiked, and 
Trithemius fays, that he received one hundred crowns od&j, befides a 
present when the ciure: was. per&dled. Some change in the value of 
money howerer,. nm& nece^rity have taken place, for we iee Edward 
aHawing his prifoncr, the earl of Murrayr twenty Ibillings per week, 
when in the beginning of his Other's reign, the pnnvate of SeoCland 
had fixpence per day only allowed him in the &vne frfuation. Our 
fraudulent,, thoogh valiant ibvereign, harving now pacified the Welih 
with folem^n promise of a prince bom in their own country^ and of 
an innocent at leaAr if not a virtuoue converiationr fent tm queen 
Eleanor of Caftile, to lye-in at Caernarvon caftle, and then ihewed 
them the royal inlant as future Prince rf Wales. 

Swift fays, and feys veryfweetly, that ^^ Wpfd^m s abme fuJ^Slii^ 
^ wiUs ;" and confc];Q«G»^ vakmr naturally fcftens mto fentiments of 
loyalty at fight of high birth' with harmlefs lovelinefs^ combined' ; fo«> 
liciting prote^on> and eniuring obedience by imfles that minft oTpure 
ncceffity be genuine. The firil-bopft Ion of England fronc^ that how, 
has been acknowtedjged a» our Prinee (f Walks. Meantime the king 
tried to fubdue or cheat his Scottifh nei^bours^. while, feuds and 
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broils between the Bruce and Baliol parties fcourgcd their whole 
country with domeftick war, and prompted them to acquiefce in Ed- 
ward's arbitration. That he fliould coldly give a falfe award, tells 
meanly of fuch times, and fliows that the old adage dolus an virtus^ 
dill maintained its ground in certain hearts, while chivalry, with its 
nonfenfical affectation of honour, did little towards purifying men from 
thofe bafe pailions which will cling to fome of us, in Ypite of edu- 
cation or defcent. 

It will however be proper to recall RetroJpeSiian to that field, where 
Charles of Anjou called out Peter of Arragon to fingle combat, loon 
as recovered from the attonitus occafioned by his people's maiTacre. All 
ibvercigns then protected a campo-franco, or free-fpot, where to decide 
quellions by the fword : and this was appointed in Gafcony. The 
challenger and judge appeared before the moment, but he who did the 
wrong lingered till the time was paft. Pope Martin's ideas of ho- 
nour being hurt by this condu<% difgraceful to knighthood, as fmcerely 
as his good heart was Ihocked by the ftrange murder of 8000 inno- 
cents at once : deprived Peter of his dominions ib obtained, and fet 
the ifland up for fale or conteft, according to the genius that in thofe 
days prevailed. Poor Sicily was now again deluged in blood — a gene^ 
ral crufade having been fet on foot againft Conilantia after her huf- 
band's death, for fteadily, againft the pope's conient, maintaining her 
fon James upon the throne, till a marriage between lolanta, daughter 
of that prince, and Robert, great-nephew to unhappy Charles, fettled 
the crown upon their offspring's head ; and left on Europe no cffe<5l 
of the Sicilian vefpers, except that frightful wafte of human life, 
which was too little then an objeA of confideration. My wonder on 
reviewing of fuch fcenes, is chiefly, that Europe was not totally depopu- 
lated : the Annales Fuldenfis do indeed relate, (refolving not to be out- 
done by Polifti wonders) that Margaretta, counteis of Henneburg^ 
brought forth 305 children all at once, like the queen ant :* and this 

* Among the urmius belUcofi^ mentioned by Smeathman. 
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remarkable occurrence is attributed veiy ferioully to the bitter curfe 
of a pregnant beggar ; but natural philofophy was at a low ebb, while 
other arts made fuch furprizing progrefs, that Tafi had already fet up 
the very beautiful mofaick work over St. Mark*s church, Venice, 
which one would think was then completely civilized, did not we 
know that manners yet were regulated even there by the old Lom- 
bard code, n>aking a man pay three crowns if he fo beat a iervant 
wench or a fine mare, that they mifcarried in confcqucnce of the 
cruelty. So much more flow of growth arc morals tlian mcchanicks 
in this world : and if iuch reftraints were needful in the more delicate 
divifions of Europe, Retrofpefiio7t will fcarce wonder to fee rojigh La* 
diflaus dragging his rude opponent Oldamir around the field at Pefty 
not like Achilles at his chariot wheels — but by the Joch held in the 
hand of his vanquiflier, who fliook him up in air from time to time, 
glorying in brutal ftrength before two armies A.D. 1290. Bonfinius 
regrets indeed, rationally enough, that fuch gigantick powers of 
body, fliould be wafted in exertions of fenfuality, and clogged by glut- 
tonous exccfs : but even the good pope's repeated exhortations, all 
were loft on this unheeding animal ; he died among the women he 
confided in, leaving the crown to Andrew, furnamed the Venetian, 
whofe grandfather returning from Syria, wedded a daughter of the 
Houfe of Efte, and Stephen her fon by him, connefting bimfelf with 
the Morofini family, brought gentler manners into rugged Pannonia, 
where Andrew fwayed the fceptre peaceably, foftening his court with 
cantadours and violars, and polifhing his people by degrees^ 

Andronicus the emperor in the eaft, meanwhile who blinded and 
imprifoned his brother John, only becaufe the people faid they loved 
him ; after his firft wife's death, married Irene, widow to Paleologus, 
who being attached to her firft husband's children, loft the heart of her 
iecond, by too much care for their advancement : and Andronicus, 
chiefly to fpite her, and fliew contempt for thent, created Ronzerius a 

commoa 
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common pirate — Caefar; by this flcp offending all mankind, and draw- 
ing on himfelf a war in which the Turks were conftantly vidoripus. 
This new race of wanderers, for fo the name of Turk implies ; whe- 
ther originally Scythians or captive Jews, loft to all gazer's eyes when 
PfalmanaiTor carried many away and kept confined in Media, as Knol- 
lys thinks, who feems to have thought much about them, were firft 
known to us as Turks, when Tangrolipix was called in — fatal auxili- 
ary ! after wliich event, Mamalucks and Saracens, caliphs of Syria, 
and fultans of Egypt, fought under their hot fun, which ftill renewed 
the flames of fierce diffention half a century. Neither mogul nor 
grand-flgnior, nor cham of Tartary however, could quite fucceed in 
ought, except a general depreffion of Chriftianity, which daily loft 
ground in the caft, as if to fhow mankind that very ftrangc phasnomc- 
non which no one could have credited, had he not fcen, for union is 
recommended by theorifb of every age, who tell us 'tis invincible : 
once it appeared on earth — never hut once ; the grand crufade exhi- 
bited a union of compared millions pouring forth from kingdoms, 
provinces, diftrids — the phalanx of the weft: yet, all which that 
ftrange aggregate performed, was fb perpetually, fo miraculoufly coun- 
teracted by treachery and feuds, by accidental diftrcffes on our part, 
and by that valour which none have ever yet denied the opponents on 
the other, that Syria, after all our efforts, all our conqucfts, fell into 
and remained in their hands near to200years after Godfrey de Boulogne 
made his grand exploit. The conquerors could not however, as they 
then propofed, conquer the world and keep it : metals once feparatcd 
from their ores, may defy chemiftry herfelf to make them any more 
amalgamate ; the arfenical particles completely roajled ow/— oil, earth 
fpirit and fait, maintain their feveral ftations, but never can be made 
cohere again. God had exprcfsly declared by his prophets, that Rome 
fhould be the laft nation indulged with enjoyment of univerfal fway, 
and Retrofpe£fion may obferve, that Jhe had now for the fecond time, 
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paft the precife point or ilimmit of her power : when Boniface VIIL of 
that name, and 190th bilht^, in his quarrel with Philip le Bel king of 
France, received from de la Flotte, the French ambaffador, a ftrangc 
and ftriking reply; his Holinefs during a conference maintained by that 
nobleman with what he thought an unbecoming fpirit, threatened to 
cut offy that was his expre{fion> from the body of the churchy fuch as 
would not inftandy acknowledge her dominion. 

Your fword (replied the malapert Frenchman) is only verbal and 
figurative, 1 belitve, but ours^ is reaU and is Jharp. The wary pon- 
tiff, who had not as *tis fuppofed arrived at his high dignity without 
fome frauds praftifed on his weak-minded competitor Caeleftinc, 
wiflied to call in afliftance from men's feelings^ when he perceived 
their interefts oppofed him ; endeavouring to ftrengthen authority by 
influence, a trick not tried by Ibvereigns, till the firft gives indication 
of certain, although diftant decay. An old vifionary was therefore, 
perhaps, introduced about this period ; and in the prefence of the 
pope, told how the BlefTed Virgin had appeared to him, Ibliciting her 
own removal, and that of the holy-houfe whfere flie had born her fon, 
from Bethlehem, which was about to be profened by mulTuImen* 
The pope fcnt mefTengers into the eaft, and foon proclaimed the ar- 
rival of our Redeemer's mother, borne by angds, as 'twas faid, theh 
through the air, and fet down near the habitation 6f Lauretta, a pious 
lady, living on the Adriatic fhore of the Bomagna. That place has" 
from that day been veneriated with prefents, and looked up to with 
pious awe for 500 years exadly ; the figure was fet up in 1296, and 
and in 1 7oC, was torn away with inlults Ottoman never would have 
added — for Mahomet's followers revere bleft Mary as parent of a pro- 
phet fent from God, though they deny her crucified Ion's divinity. 
When Rome then gave fome fign of approachir^ change, what won- 
der England felt the fpirit of emancipation ! — ^The ftory of Edward 
lending the earl of Norfolk on fomq errand, and his refufal to go, is 
urged as proof of the fpirit being kindled— but that tale is m proof 
Vol. I. a B ont: 
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on t : the barons knew their power long before, and it was now (like 
the pope's) beginning rather to\ weaken ; — ^* Sir eric Bygod*, you IhaU 
go or hang— -By God, fir king, will neither go nor hang/' was our king's 
fpcech to him, and Norfolk's anfwer ; fir erle and fir king v/cre com*- 
mon expreffions — all were knights, and as inch equals ; according to 
the gothick fyftem, fliewn in France when Cloyis requeued a vaft 
from out fome plundered city, and a chieftain fprang up, fwearing he 
ihot^ld have nothing but what fell by lot ; ihewn in Spain by the Ar-- 
ragon oath of allegiance prcfcnredto us by Antonio Perezf^ where the . 
nobles fay to their ibvereign, 

•• Ifos qui valemos tanto com9 vw, cs ha%emos nuejlro rey efenor — ^* ' 

fliewn again in England when Henry confirmed Magna Char fa, and fworc 
to obferve its contents as he was a gentleman, a king, and a knight. 
The change in Europe's iyftcm firft appears when Edward, unable to 
compel the barons' obedience, yielded to their demand of a new char- - 
ter, fecurihg our nation from further taxes without confcnt of ' Par*- 
liament. By parliament they meant a congrefi of noBility ; but thfe 
iubtle prince, as a new check on Mi?w, encouraged the boroughs to 
iend up fbme deputies, who would of courfe be firmly attached to him, . 
and give a willing fiipport to his authority againft thefe haught}- ba- 
rons bold and free, who living nearer, opprcfs'd frhali folks more than 
any king could have temptation to. Edward found out therefore, 
on this occafion, that what concerned' ^7/ fliould be approved by alf^ 
thus bringing a new maxim into play, which has of late carried men 
mpre lengths and* greater, than the wifeftofthofe days could haw 
wifhed, hoped, or feared. 

Difcoveries indeed arefcldom made by virtue. The Improvement 
adopted at the time I am writing by every common fire engine thro*' 
Great Britain, was firft contrived' by a boy ten years old, whofe bufi- 

* We muft remember the man's name was Byg§dt without that there's neither JQke 
nor quibble. 

t Sec. to Philip II« 



CH, XX.] TO THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1300. 379 

ncfi 'twas to watch the communication of the boiler and cylinder, 
opening and.clofmg the fame with his hand alternately. Orthis 
charge however the lad being ibon weary, and wifhing rather to 
go out and play among his yoyng companions, very wifely faibcned a 
firing from the handle of the valve to another part of the machine, 
where he had obferved a corrcfpondent motion : the valve then per- 
formed its office without manual help. He gainedhis amufement by 
lofing his livelihood, and mechanifm obtained a valuable improvement. 
When kings called in their commons to controul the nobility, they 
forefaw the end on't no better than the boy did. Meanwhile luxury 
Increafcd prodigioufly in this reign. Witnefs an aft of parliament com- 
manding gravers and cutters of ftones for feals to give due weight in 
gold: witnefs too the amtifemcnts of the court, while deputies were' 
fetched from the country to do our nation's biffine/s, Roger de Morti- 
mer, knowing the king's tafle, gave him a magnificent and martial fhow 
at Kennelworth in Warwickfhire, whither one hundred armed knights 
with their ladies were invited, and all that romance could diftatc was 
devifcd for their entertainment. 

Banieres ils avoyente cointee et parce 
De or ct dis fur toutes exchcqueree, 

iays an old French poem. Kmg Eric of Denmark had fbme time 
before given a match of martial fports, as it was called, at Rofloch, 
where cavaliers came from all parts of Europe to an incredible number. 
The Dane's caroufal was famous for the drinking horns, and loud re- 
peated healths of their numerous ^nd brilliant dames aroufed the mi'il- 
night echo. One French knight, renown'd for prowefs, was abfent and 
was miffed : he was employed upon a great adventure. 

Henri de Navarre died in 12/4; and his only daughter Joan, by 
Blanch d^Artois, niece to St. Louis, w^as now thirteen years old, and 
many difputes arofc concerning her education at betrothment. Two 
k'n^gs, Arragon and Caflilc, prepared to feize her; but the courageous 
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queen, fupported by this one brave knight her kinfman, carried her 
daughter off by mingled fraud and force, bringing her fafely, after 
many perils, into her own country, where in due time flie married 
Philip \c Bel, then fils dc France only, and by thofc nuptials added 
Navarre to the French crown ; for Philip the Hardy had been long dead, 
of a malignant fever, the feeds of which it was fuppofed he brought 
from Syria, where fimilar putridity ftill taints the air. His fcpulchre 
was lately to be feen at Perpignan, where he died, having refcued Gi- 
ronne from Peter, the prince in whofe favour was made the maffacre 
of the Sicilian vefpers. This king of France had given to his fon 
Philip the Fair, when dauphin, an Italian preceptor of the Cohnna 
family ; fo called becaufe his anccftors had, in the firft memorable 
crufade, refcued the'column to which our Lord had been tied. Againft 
this noble hovrfe however, Boniface VIIL had fet his face completely ; 
and great, and grofs, and bitter was their revenge ; exciting powerful 
enemies againft the See, till fuch and fo great were their confli<fts and 
difturbances, they at length broke the pontiff's heart, which would 
not bend evea before fo rough a ftorm. " Since I am betrayed (faid 
he at length) I will die at ray poft ;** and putting on the old crown 
prefented by Conftantine the Great to Pope Sylvefter, awaited the tu- 
mult in his papal chair. If it can he irue^^ that when the enemy feized 
Boniface fo attired in the Vatican, Sctarra di 0?/(5«//a ftruck him on 
the face ; it may be true that the fame nobleman, upon the pope*s ref^ 
titution to dignity and power, difguifod himfelf like a galley-flave, and 
worked on the fea three years to avoid the fiercenefs of his foe's refent- 
ment, from which no then known nation could have proteded him. 
Although the papal feat, as erft the imperial, fhewed evident fymptoma 
of its being fomewhat fhaken, when Boniface iffued his bull prohibit- . 
ing princes to levy without his confent any tax or impoft on the clergy^ 
Edward of England openly fcomed the command, and outlawed thofc 
who refufed contribution, faying, if they would not lend afCftance to 
hh government, they Ihould have no proteftion from it. He proceeded 

therefore 



CK. XX.] TO THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1 30(K 381 

therefore againft the priefthood, as iome of the emperors had in old times 
proceeded againft theChriftians; doing] uftice to every body againft them, 
and for them no redrefs againft any poffible injury. The Archbiftiop of 
Canterbury, for example, was robbed and beaten upon the highway ; the 
delinquents were not profecuted. liume rejoices in this contrivance, as 
Gibbon does in that of Dioclcfian, it was (fay they) a fpecies of martyr^ 
dbm fo mortifying to fpiritual pride. It was indeed : but hiftorians 
ihould recoHaa, whether rulers will or no, that when the church falls 
the flatc will not long remain behind. Edward tried the fame virtuous 
method in Scotland too, denying the benefit of law or fecurity for their^ 
eftates to all who rcfufed him fealty. But Sir William Wallace, great 
patriot hero! ill- requited chief ! coloffal in fizc, intrepid in fpirit, and 
for perfonal bravery renowned above his fellows ; undertook the Scots 
deliverance from an infidious tyrant, who detaining their lawful king 
in his own camp, and relying on the weaknefsof his unfuccefsful rival, 
pretended that he was guardiaa to a nation which he had tricked by 
falfe awards wiien they had committed themfelVes to his decifion, as 
arbitrator for their crown and dignity. Againft a charader fo felfifli 
and vmfeeling, this Caledonian warrior's wonderful and ever difmtercftcd 
exploits might well detain our retrojpe^ive tyt \ but it would foon 
ihed tears for his hard fate. Edward returned from Flanders fluftied 
with viAory, and ready to difpute nearer poffeflions with a wilder foe. 
He foon, by dint of difcipUne, defeated Sir William Wallace, who, 
vanquiflied and taken prifoner, was fliortencd of hb head on Tower- 
hill. 

The non-fubmitting fpirit of the Scots revived in Robert Bruce, fon^ 
to the competitor of unwarlike Baliol ;. and our miUtary monarch, 
though he added policy the moflr refined to a difpofition naturally va- 
liant, was forced to die, and leave them unfubdued. Difeafe drove 
him from life's large theatre at fixty-nine years old, when like Camilla 
he might have faid, 

Hadenus acca foror I potui; nunc volnus acerbuni' 
Conficit, ac tebebris nigrefcunt omnia ctrcum, 

lam: 
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I am difpofcd enouriih to think with Hume, that the cruiadcs under* 
taken in early, and fighed after in maturer years, by this aftive prince^ 
were Icfs infpired by religious zeal tlian by dcfirc of that martial fame, 
j^eU honour (he poiTcfFed none in civil or judiciary tranfad:ions), which 
mark the manners of a fanguinary age. This fpirit To bewitched the 
Comte d'Artois in the year 1300, as I think, when Philip Ic Bel 
. gave battle to the Englilh and Flamands near Courtray ; that he pro- 
pofcdto Ralphc de Ncfle, his conftaHc and kinfman, a brave device of 
galloping forward and breaking the enemy's ranks. The other gently 
a dvifcd reconnoitring ; but no : invoking Dheu etfa belle ^ according to 
the fafliion of the times, this fool-hardy youth rufhed forward on the 
inftant, making an immenfc duft mi that open plain, and hiding from 
his own eyes the broad ditch behind which a corps of Flemings had 
^aktn poft, and which recci\'«d his brave detachment to their ruin. 
The troops with one voice crying out Ha! Ha! when they faw count 
and cavalry all cruflied together in a concealed foflc ; the memory of 
this incident has been perpetuated till this hour by the French name 
of a funk fence Ha ! Ha ! 

And now Europe, amufed by adventurous deeds of fearlefs indivi- 
duals, reflctftcd little on thofe hot convulfions which had fo broken up 
the whole continent into fmall fcparate parts. Still lefs w ere its inha- 
bitants aware, that after the fierce fpirits once began to cool, com- 
•mcrcc would with her gently flowing lava conned:, though diftantly, 
each fragment with the other, till all our neighbouring ilates cement- 
ed, not united, ftiould at length form a fort of turbulent republick, 
•rough, not free ; ^nd faucy ftill, but never independent, from that 
hour when trade, though of a coalefcing nature, flic wed each its con- 
fcquence to all the reft ; and put into the mind of every fliarc apart, 
that application to enrich ttfe If \\\i\c\i has fmce given to the fignories 
of Europe an air of purfe-proud fclf-fufficiency. 

In Afia meanwhile, Ottoman the firft, fon to Ertogrul, and father 
to a new and formidable empire, .afTumed the ftyle and title of Sultan 
in the Eaft ; fixing his feat of dominion at foot of Mount Olympus, 
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iCgardlcfs of the Greek emperor and his new Caefar; who bar- 
gained with them for his worthlefs fovereign, now ferving merely as a- 
mark for fcora to point the flow and moving finger at ; *^ till all Nato- 
** lia foon revolting from htfn, funk into nntilery of its own creating:" and 
this new power rofe, in the fcripture language, from the fea, or uni* 
yerial aggregate of all things, a new deyouring beaft, unconqucred yet, , 
^ugh ma^y times confined. 
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FROM A. D. 1 300 TO THE YEAR 1 350, OR NEARLY SO. 

THE Emperors of the Weft have fcarce engaged our retro/peffive 
eye fince Rodolph, who liked Italy fo little he would never go 
thitlier, becaufe he had obferved, he faid, that thofc who went there 
merrily difpofod, feldom returned home otherw^ife than fad. His 
own employment at home was no unufeful one : he deftroyed fixty 
t:aftles of the Brabancons, a fort of fcmiMioble and lawlefs banditti, 
whom the fov-ereigns had till his time in fome fort encouraged, at leaft 
connived at, hoping they might prove a kind of check on the afpiring 
barons, that in each land thwarted the king's authority.. This gene- 
rous prince, difdaining fuch auxiliaries, tried to extirpate them entirely, 
which muft have been no fmall flep towards general civilization ; not 
long retarded by the pope's choice of a Polifh bilhop for the fee of Straf- 
burgh. This prelate coming to Vienna, called for fome ale, and being 
offered wine inflead, fwore he would go home again, and fo he did. 
But Mcntz boafled a more polifticd fuperintendant of their religious 
concerns. When Rodolph died, w^hofe lofs was long felt aad lament- 
ed, the bifliop's influence got them to eleift Adolphus of NafTau, and 
Albert of Bavaria refufed him fealty : our Edward fent him a large 
fum of money, for having accepted which, as wxU as for facrilege and 
adultery, he was dethroned and flain by Albert, the worthy and war- 
like heir of Rodolph, who never would confent to pay him homage, 
and at whofe coronation fuch was the crowd, that the Duke of Saxony 
flipping his foot, fell, aud was trampled inflantly to death. His fbn 
married Blanche, da^ughtcr of the French king : but an occurrence calls 
our RetroJpeSi to Spain, where Lewis had lately taken Gibraltar from 

the 
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thcMoors, and was ; confidering himfelf as happy in that event, when 
his cldcft fon fuddenly accufed two of the younger ones, pofitively 
fwearlug that he knew the time and place, and could prove they had 
imagined and contrived their Ibvercign's death by forcery. The princes 
iummoned Ferdinand to appear before what was then called the tri- 
bunal of Chrift, and challenged him to judgment by the crofs, a cere- 
mony inftituted firft by Charlemagne, and already defcribed in this 
book, Ferdinand accepted it, and w^ent in good fpirits to reft at his 
ufual hour, but rofe no more, being found dead in his bed, though 
without marks of violence next morning. The accufed brothers went 
into a monaftery, and the good king died in ten days of grief and ter- 
ror, appointing for his fucceflbr an infant in the cradle, Alphonfo XL 
who reigned forty years. The royal children have in Spain been 
known by name of infants ever fince. 

The gentle Benedi<3: meantime, maintained the papal dignity at 
Rome, while he forbore all claim to pomp or pride as individual. He 
was a man of merit, not of birth, and when, on his acceffion to the 
popedom, his mother came to court in robes of gold tiflue, with or- 
naments of jewels blazing round her head, to him who introduced 
her he turned round and faid, '^ My mother is no princefs ; guard this 
*' lady home again : my mother, I know, will come to-morrow morn- 
'* ing : flie has more fenfe than be in all this throng.*' She had in 
effeifl fenfe enough to take the hint, and waiting upon his Holinefe 
next morning in her accuftomed drcfs, Benedid ran to meet her, and 
threw himfelf into her arms with afFeftionate tranfport, requefting 
her to pardon what he had done as a duty due to his fituation and to 
himfelf the day before.* When this amiable pontiff, by intriguing* 

* Gregorio Leti relates this fame tale of Sextus Quintus and his Mer Cannilla> but 
without probability ; for he eftabliihed that lady a palace and a court, and delighted 
much in advancing his family— a thing fludiouily avoided by this humble-hearted 
Chriflian, vehofe charaSer was oppofite to that of Sextus V. in almoft every parti- 
cular. 
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courtiers, was removed by fending him a baikct of envenomed fig:?, 
Clement V. whofc aAive reign was filled by a variety of ftrangc events, 
found himfelf forced to fct a fort of crufadc on fcxjt againft the order 
of Knights Templars, meant in their original inftitution to keep peace 
and proteA pure religion, but who, by various crimes, had fo difgraccd 
their order, that to rcprefs and punilh them fufficed not ; it became 
neceflary wholly to deftroy them. A council for this purpofc was 
therefore held at Vienna, and I believe the pope returned to Italy no 
more. He was a Frenchman born, had a ftrange horror of Rome's 
Mai Aria, and was the firft man who rcfolvcd to change the fee's place 
to Avignon. Upon his journey thitlier the large carbuncle dropt out 
of the tiara, and could never more be found. This was confidered as 
an unlucky omen by his Roman courtiers, but the memory of fuch an 
accident was fbon effaced by his triumphal march from Lyons to 
Avignon, on which road the King of France led the Pope's mule five 
miles on foot, the crown and fleurs de lys upon his head. When that 
ceremony was ended, Charles de Valois and the Due de Bretagne took 
the bridle by turns hare-fieadedy while Philip followed firft of the train 
on horieback ; and *twas in this ftate that Bertrand de Gouth (fo wasi 
Clement called before his pontificate) entered his native town of 
Avignon. 

The progrefs of Turcifm in the eaft however, having been accele- 
rated by the mad condud; of the Knights Templars, an expedition was 
foon made to Syria, where Philo, coufin to the weak Andronicus, had 
happily faved Rhodes from being a prey to Ottoman. That ifland 
was therefore configned to Hoipitaliers, a new order, and fifty delin- 
quents of the old one being dragged tx> Paris, were there burned alive,* 

^ Of thefe kni^ts certainly ftrange tales were told, and ftranger punifhments fuf- 
fered by them. Two that were roafted alive challenged Clement V. and Philip le 
Bel to meet them in our Sayiour's prefence on a giren day. This appeal was loud, 
difttn£lly beard by all* and both thefe princes dying clofe to the days prefcribed them, 
many hearts were Anitteny and many ideas of cruelty mingled with the fear of a Tem- 
plar 
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Their phrcnzies, whether exaggerated or no, were loon forgotten ; whilft: 
Italy, being become a nearer theatre o( horrors, occupied men's minds 
in that period, and claims from us in this a glance of RetroJpeSHon. 

*Twas in or about the year 1312 when Henry VII. crowned at Mi* 
Ian, at Pifa, and at Rome, reigned a fliort time, and that moft turbu* 
lently ; burning Brefcia, difmantlihg Cremona, and caufing the prince 
bifhop of Liege to be flain, with no fewer than two thoufand followers. 
To thelc exceffes more would have been added, but that a monk ot 
Bencvento, by a new deed of adventurous wickednefs, polfoncd him in 
the facrament. Louis of Bavaria and Frederick of Aoftria were now 
both of them crowned by adverfe eleftors, while Gwclphs and Gibel* 
lines eagerly taking fides, increafed the flaughter of thcfc fierce con- 
tentions, and left one thoufand lives upon the field. Venice indeed 
having been interdiftcd by the pope for calmly looking on while fuch 
fecnes were exhibiting, of which her nobles were accufed befide oT 
taking cmel and mean advantage^ reiented this aA of power in the 
popedom : they had already feized forcibly upon Ferrara, and now^ af- 
fronted by their city's interdiftion, rofc againft Clement's nuncio in a 
rage, excited by the fenate, which tried not to appeaie them, till 
Rome's ambaiTador was obliged to run from what he called the refiife 
of her empire. The papal army however put itfelf into motion, 
headed by Cardinal Pellegrae, a warlike Frenchman, who at Franco- 
lino defeated the republican troops, retook by ftorm what they had 
loft, and killed fix thoufand Italians in Fcrrara ftreets, forcing the in- 
habitants, generals, &c. to acknowledge thcmfelves vaflfals of the Holy 
See, and recognize the Pope as univerfal lord in temporal, as in ipi- 
ritual authority. To hinder the Venetians from forgetting this their 
duty, Clement commanded them to fend him Francefco Dandulo,, 

pier in men^s minds* Pennant thinks their weatth was their worft crime ; but I fear 
fome grofs exceiles were committed. It has been lately tirged that the' free-mafons 
of the prefeat day derive ibmewhat from thefe people \ but tlie refearches into deep 
iniquity afford lefs information than difguit. 
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their doge, to Avignon, where he was chained like a dog under 
the pontiff's table while he dined. That ignominious ceremony 
finiflicd, the quarrel was made up,** and the kifs of peace beftowed. 
Clement's death following clofely upon thefe events threw our whole 
continent into new convulfions, more if poflible than did the demife 
of his great anti-predcceflbr Boniface, whofe memory Philip of France 
very officloufly contributed to blacken, without being able to fubftan- 
t'late the charges againft him. 

But Carpentras now witneffed difgraccful fcencs indeed ; where, 
while the cardinals were diiputing within doors, all fall confined in 
conclave, their domeflicks, adopting the prejudices of their maflers, 
quarrelled, fought, and at length fell to plundering houfcs belonging 
to rich men, fhopkeepers in the town; fbme vowing vengeance againfl 
French, fbme againfl Italian partizans, till the dead bodies lay heaped 
about the flrects, which catching fire by fquibs flung about, the flames 
reached that palace where the clcdlors were Ihut up, fo that it 
was with difficulty they efcaped. Lyons next, appointed to decide 
the dangerous queflion, Whojhould he pope P had at lafl the honour of 
chufing John XXIL celebrated by Petrarch as a man whofe bufinefs 
was devotion, and whofe plcafure was ftudy. His firfl care was to 
compofe the German difTentions, which had fo torn the weflern empire 
into pieces ; while Lewis and Frederick contended for the fway. Find- 
ing however that gentle means would have fmall efFe<3; on fuch fierce 
fpirits, and that diflraAion feemcd to threaten Europe on every fide 
through their vexatious feuds, John fairly told them they were neither 
of them emperors, and named himfelf vicar of th* imperial throne. 

Sanuto, a fubtle Venetian, now informed the pontiff that a new cm- 
fade would be the only method to unite all parties againfl a common 
enemy ; but John liflening a while, fbon found his fole motive towards 
a holy war was bringing treafures quite enormous into Venice, the 
commerce of which flate rendered already but too formidable a city, 
lately become the central point of trade, and likely enough to make 
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hcrfelf the focus of dominion. This fon of a French vintner therefore 
felt no natural xiefire to aid intents or mercenary projcfts formed by 
Italian ftates. He faw with pleafure his court fixed at Avignon or at 
Carpontras, and meaiit to turn his arms 'gainft European hereticks, he 
faid, rcgardlefs of oriental infidelity ; which in the year 1320 flourilhed 
under protection of refiftlefs Ottoman, to the complete undoing of our 
work in Syria, where fome fad exiles from their native land were 
doomed to pcrifli, forming the fcarce-lamented or. even remembered 
remainder of thofc multitudes which had inundated the eaft two cen- 
turies before, a deluge now dried off. John XXII. had however, in 
order to conciliate thofe who repined at the See's tfanflation, as it were, 
to France ; fworn Iblemnly while he was yet cardinal, that fhould the 
Holy Spirit chufe him pope, he never would mount horfe or mule but 
for the purpofe of being carried to Rome. Dcfiring, notwithftanding 
this vow, to be crowned, and to refide conftantly at Avignon, he went 
by water to his coronation; and ftirring from that town no farther 
than his legs would bear him out and home again for nineteen years 
together, kept his oath. Italy's improvements meanwhile depended 
not upon the court of her fdvexcign ; fhe had her artifts now, and un- 
derneath the pencils of Taddeo Gaddi and Buonamico detto il BufFal- 
macco, painting had made incredible advances. Befides that, while 
Englifli, and French rhymifts too, Ihock the ears and eyes of modern 
readers, Petrarch and Boccacio continue ftandards in elegance, ' and 
ihew that Florence had nearly reached the goal before they had arrived 
at the firft marking poft. More than that, before the year 1350 no 
fewer than one thoufa^d citizens of Genoa appeared in Jilk robes ; 
when if our poor kings or queens had one drcfs of fuch precious ma- 
terials made up for their coronation only, it was inftantly laid by with 
the other regalia for days of pomp, and entailed forward to the fuccef- 
for with his crpwn and jewels. Dramatick powers likewife halted be- 
hind moft ftrangely. The fpiritual fliow in the beginning of this, 
fourteenth century, dcfcribed by Vafari as a prodigious cjLhibitiou 6n 

the 



390 FROM A. D. 1 300, TO THE YEAR 1 350. [ch. xxi. 

the Arno, muft neceffatily have been a very gFofs and very tedious pa- 
geant, reprefenting hell and the whole ftory of Lazarus called by our 
Saviour from his grave* 'Twas at the jubilee celebrated by Boniface 
jEbme few years before, that the fraternity of Gonfalone amufed all 
Rome by giving the paifion of our Lord as an entertainment, where a 
live man was expofed naked on the crois, and a beautiful Magdalen 
weeping at his feet in the open fquare, caufed great and fhamelefs in-^ 
decorums. Why plays ihould linger ib long^ after novels like thofb 
of the Decameron came in familiar ufe, I know not : bat Boniface 
had his mind occupied with other cares than thofe for poetry and the 
fine arts. He apprehended fome abridgment of that power to whicb 
he had been chofen guardian and prote<5lor ; and in order to attrad 
notice from exteriors, while yet exteriors might recall attention, he de- 
corated the old cuflom of granting indulgencies upon the laft year of 
every century, with all that fplendor and gaiety could perform : and 
*twas his having ttoo fwords carried before him in proceffion that day 
that offended Philip k Bel, as he knew perfeAly how they were 
meant in alluiion to the /piritual and temporal command of Rome over 
het fubjed world ; whereas ?ie broached the dodrine more agreeable: 
to princes, that they ruled by divine right alone, and held their crowns 
horn none but God Almighty ; transferring the majeftick claims of 
mooarehs on whofe heads heaven had indeed laid the bright burden at 
oar world's commencement, to their inferior iceptres barons and 
dukes, fuch as the anceilors of Philip were, warriors and chieftains 
merely, gothick leaders of banded multitudes their vaiTals ; £oi Clovis^ 
Ifounder of his petty throne, pretended to no more, when curbed and 
thwarted by his eqoab in degree, even at the hour he was inaugu^^ 
rated. 

Clement V. however, a countryman and creature of the King of 
France, forbore the bearing of two fwords to pleafe him> and in Te-- 
torn Philip, without objecting, led his horfe ; willingly giving up to* 
At Vanity of a ftort-Iived individual what he fteadily rcfufed to the 
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pride of that individuars office and high ftation, which was no longer 
recognized as fovereign over a willing world. And we may here ob- 
ferv-e, that whilft John XXII. a learned pope, the fucceflbr to Cle- 
ment, was writing upon the ftate of departed fouls^ and whether thofe 
who left the world worthy of all praifc, Ihould or Ihould not fee their 
Redeemer before the refurredlion ; Ockham, an Englifh cordelier, con- 
troverted his power over living princes, from whom of courfe the con- 
troverter began to receive encouragement, and foon obtained the name 
of the Invincible Dodor. His works w ere full of wit and fubtlety, 
learned from liis mafter Scotus, whofe acumen baffled thofe he could 
not convince, when he difputed againft the followers of Thomas Aqui- 
nas, called the eagle of theologians by Romanics to this day, and of 
whom Warburton fays ^* that he was a truly great genius, the fame in 
'* thofe blind ages for divinity that Friar Bacon was for natural philo- 
" fophy. Lefs happy though in this, that he foon became furrounded 
^' with deep gloflers, who never left him till they had extinguifhed the 
" radiance of that great light which had pierced through the thickeft 
" night of monkery, the thirteenth century, when the Waldcnfe? were 
*' fupprefled, and WicklifFe not yet rifen/* But although taftc and 
learning now revived apace, and Giotto» Cimabue's favourite buffoon^ 
took up his mailer's pcnxnl when he died, delighting to tell all man- 
kind how he was taken firft into his fervice ; by having chalked a draw- 
ing of ibme lambs while he kept iheep on Cimabue*s paternal eflate^ 
and cut fome bcafts in turf upon the mountain, like tb^t on White- 
horfe Hill going to Bath. It was his honeft droUery^ more than merit, 
which intercfted nobles and ladies in his favour. Giotto had ilruck 
by chance upon that Icaft valuable branch of the painter's art, decep- 
tion ; and when Cimabue was from home, he drew a fly upon the 
pifture of Benedi<ft ninth's nofc, and jumped about forjc^ to fee hi» 
mafter go to blow it off when he came into the room again. The 
ftbry of his tying up a live maa to a aro6 when he w» about to paint 
the crucifixion, was a trick worthy Giotto ; and when the pope 
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threatened him with punifhment for endangering " a fellow creature's 
life fb, his drawing a dirty bruftx over the work was in the fame vein 
of humour ; he knew the fovereign would pardon, and fct him to do 
it all over again. 

The marble church we travellers all admire, now reared her head 
at Florence; but w^ill not outlaft the fame of her contemporaries Dante 
and Petrarcha ; though archite<5lure fuffercd not her fifters to lea\ e 
her far behind, while thofc twin gcniufes Nicola and Giovanni Pifani 
left to the temple they wxre baptized in, a pulpit, yet exifting, though 
finifhed the laft day of 1 304, ornamented with allegorical and devo- 
tional figures, to a pcrfeftion that might aftonifli a civilized, much 
more a barbarous age. That the verfes on it fhould be no better 
than they arc is fcarcely lefs furprizing. 

Laudo Deum verum per quem funt optima rcrum, 
Qui dedit has puras hominem formaie iiguras. 

But wc muft turn our telcfcopc towards Britain, where commerce 
yet ill underftood, as Hume fays, cramped (by an ad of her expiring 
fovereign) the Lombard merchants Frefcobaldi ; and under a pretence 
that the exchequer bad been robbed, drove many of them away. The 
fon who fuccceded to the throne however, made his brave father foon 
and lincerely regretted. Elegant, not warlike, and poflefling more de- 
licate beauty than becomes a foldicr, Edward of Caernarvon was little 
difpofed to enter lifts with Robert Bruce, and to maintain thofe ilU 
gotten provinces which once acknowledged Longftianks for their liege. 
Our prince however was obferved to prize in his firft favourite Gave- 
fton, that bravery he boaftcd not himfelf. The gay Gafcon came ofF 
conqueror in every tilt and tournamient : graceful as Paris, valiant as 
Troilus, and infolcnt beyond endurance of Eriglifli nobility, they there- 
fore planned and acconipliihed his baniihment, but after a few years 
thought it not worth their while to hinder his return. The king, wha 
had long pined in feoret for his company^ met him at Chefter; melted to 
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tears by the very firll embrace^ the cordiality of which cnfiired his 
ruin. Guy carl of Warwick, in a Ihort time feized on and dragged 
the hapleis youth td his caftle ; and near that fpot where he received 
the final blow, a ftone yet ftands perpetuating the baron's triumph. 
Exlward foon comforted, fought his next minion among the fons of 
thofe very men who had oppofed his early choice ; but then Queeu 
liabelle objected, ^d that loudly, running to her brother's court, 
Charles the Fair, with her complaints : Ihe had faid nothing while his 
and her own countryman Gaveflon had pofleffion of all that England 
could beftovv. Hugh Spencer, on the other hand, who had lamented 
his king's ftrange propcnfity towards favouritifm, whilft it was all 
heaped on a foreigner, found it not ill conferred on his own fon, whofe 
avarice, no leis than Gavefton*s pride, difgufced all the reft of our no- 
bility. 

Lewis Hutin and Philip the Long, who had in turn iucceeded to 
the French crown after their father Philip le Bel, were dead ; and 
Charles their younger brother willingly took up his fubtle fitter's 
qxiarrel. Edward endeavoured to oppofe the invaders ; while the po- 
pulace being let loofe plundered London, and maiTacred every loyal 
iiibjeiJl who fupported, or even wiflicd to fupport the king's caufe, pro- 
claiming young Spencer a publick enemy, and joining the lords in a 
general ciy for his extinx^ion. 

Againft the royal family itfelf, {<A\ofwed by 3 or 4000 armed rebels 
from abroad, againft the barons' power and the people's cry-^no per- 
fonal courage, no treafures could prevail. The viftims of this uproar, 
Spencer and his fether, were favagely murdered, and their bodies 
thrown to dogs, while the wife who firll deferted, next invaded, and 
then dethroned her huft)and, lived in notorious intimacy with Roger 
jdc Mortimer, of ancient family but infamous charader ; who in fome 
former riot had broke prifon and followed llabella to Paris, where (be 
firft placed him amongft her fon's attendants, when his bctrothmcnt to 
rPhilippa of Hainault took place at the French court in 1325, although 
Vol.. I. . 3D the 
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the prince was then but thirteen years old I- think ; and the intended 
bride but nine. Edward meanwhile fought 'mong the mountains of his 
native foil, an unfound refuge. Wales, by mere inftind, refufed her 
protection to a fovcreign given in contemptuous cruelty to a country 
which yet had too much virtue to infult or to betray him. Hunted 
however by the carl of Leiccftcr with fatal {kill, his vaffals found and 
carried him to Kennel worth, whence he was driven forward to Berk- 
Icy caftle : there the vile fiends of power forced from him fhrieks that 
betraved the horrid deed — not new : for fuch had been the meed of 
many a wretch belonging to the odious court of Heliogabulus in early^ 
times, and fuch in nearer days the fate of Godfrey due de Lorraine, 
uncle to the far-famed Godfirey of Boulogne : when Thierri, by the 
aid of Robert recovered Holland and killed the bifliop of Utrecht. 
But we muft follow up the gentler deftiny of Ifabella and her worth- 
leis Mortimer, now pampered with indulgencies arriving nearly to the 
fame excefs as thofe fo momentarily enjoyed by Gavefton or by Spen- 
cer, till the young king, uniting maternal energy of mind with the ac- 
complifhments paternal refemblance had conveyed, refolved to rule 
alone, and rid the land alike of female influence and tyrannick favour- 
itifm ; he feized the earl therefore in his miftrefs's apartment, tried, 
legally condemned, and ftruck his head off, confining the queen-mo* 
ther to her country- houfe, where fhe enjoyed the livelieft and the 
moil innocent of all delights — hearing her fon for many years extolled 
by every rank of men, yet not forgetful of her loved companion, 
called the place Mortimer, after the name which fhe preferred to Va- 
lois or Plantagenet : the name remains to it flill. Generous and juft, 
beneficent and brave, upon our young king's princely charafter would 
Ketrofpediion dwell for ever, and flill for ever find new themes of 
praifc — but fuch a fummary as this waits not for epifode or for reflec- 
tion. Coarfe facfts which fhow progrefTive civilization will not how- 
ever be unwelcome — queen Ifabella had an allowance then of 4000l. 
o'year, and when the elder Spencer's larder was given up to pillage, it 
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contained doofalted hogs, as many iheep, and 60 carcafles of powdered 
beeves. Stowe tells us in his Survey, that the earl of Leicefter's an- 
nual account with his cofferer, was 7800I. of our prefent money — the 
expences of the wardrobe not included. Poflbflions were concentred 
then in England, as now they are perhaps in Tranfylvania : and I 
ihould feci myfelf little amazed, if in Prince Efterhazy's larder, fome- 
thing like this gigantick plenty might have been found in 17 75 ; but 
our tired eyes muft crofs the channel now, and obferve Charles IV. upon 
his death-ibed — he who protefted his fifter Ifabella, and who refufed 
the pope's grant of- the weftem entire. This prince leaving his con- 
fort pregnant, fettled a regency for his fon, if he ihould have one, 
otherwise confirming the fucceflion to Philip de Valois his firft-coufm, 
whofe father was Charles* de Valois, brother of Philip le Bel, by the 
beautiful Joan of Navarre, and who, although father, fon, i^rother, 
uncle, and firft coufm to a king — ^nevcr was king himfelf. The royal 
widow produced a poilhumous prince^, and upon the head of Philip 
VI. was the French crown of courie moft righteouily placed, according 
to ancient ufagcs, confirmed by the teftamentary difpofition of expir- 
ing Charles. Our Edward alone refufed to acknowledge him, and 
fitting out a navy of 240 fhips, faw himfelf defpifed by the new king 
of France, who ftationcd 40,000 men in 400 veffels, to prevent the 
Engliih invafion. Our troops and failors were however fo completely 
^iftorious, that ten of the enemy's fhips alone remained : while Froif- 
fart owns the lofs on our fide fo fmall, that no man dared report the 
news at court — ^and Philip's fool was the fbic perfon who had courage 
to let his fovereign be truly acquainted with the fad difafter. Our 
king encouraged by fuch vaft iuccefs, began the fiege of Tournay, and 
in the trae fpirit of chivalry, hurled his defiance at de Valois' head,, 
challenging him out to fingle combat, and felt perhaps this martial 
-mood more irritated by the French monarch's angrily reminding Ed- 
ward, how he had once done homage for the dutchy of Guicnnc, and 
ihat 'twas contrary to ev'ry rule for a liege lord to duel xvith hiferiors ; 
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but adding, '* That if he would increafe the flake, and fet his iflaad oa 
" the combat's iffue — the challenge might in honour be accepted."* 
Thefe reciprocities of empty infult were put an end to by interference 
of Jane, countefs of Hainault, mother ta Edward's queen, iifter to 
Philip. The pope dilpenfed with her requeft oa this occafion: to quit 
her convent and its habit. She came arrayed in royal fpendour, Froif- 
fert fays, and with her beauty, elegance and wifdom, charmed thofc 
too fiery fpirits into peace. 

Th' enchantment was not indeed of very long continuance : another 
lady, more powerful perhaps, becaufe more young — flighted the flames 
of war once more in Europe. The countefs dc. Montfort finding her 
husband imprifbned and oppreifed by Philip, fled witb her infant fon 
to England, foliciting aflSftance from, our warlike fovereign^ Beauty 
in thofc days never Iblicited in vain : he fcnt her back with troops 
flie well knew how to ufe; on every trying, every dangerous occaiion^; 
the countefs charged her enemies on horfeback, iurrounded by knights 
devoted to her fervice, and when confined in Hcnncbome by Charles 
de Blois, till gallantry itfelf was wearied, and began to think of yield- 
ing up the town; mounting a. high tower^ fhe deicried the Englifli 
fleet — '* And now no more capitulation, no more cowardice, no mose 
** debates," exclaimed the voice of female fortitude from off the walls, 
where ihe contended, for a fon's, an infant ion's fucceffioa.. " They 
'* come — the fuccours, are arrived," flie cried,, foon as theyr were in 
fight. Henncborne heard, and her grave, magiftrates fwore to endure 
famine till our vldorious admiral fir Walter Manny fliould arrive in- 
deed, and open their unhappy city's, gates to plenty. Five hundrod 
. chofen archers next followed the courageous countefs in a fally, timed 
with confummate wifdom ;. oui: Britilh hero ftormed.the place meaa- 
while, crying, *' M^y I never be beloved of my heart's miftrefe, if I 
*' right not. this beaeuteous da,rpe !" Charles and his armies werefix)n. 
beaten back — the lady accompanied fir Walter to her caftle,.and kifiTed 
him in face of all the troops, fay$ Froiflfart, cotnmc.nohk et vaiUante dfltne. 

'Twas. 
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'Twas this fir William Manny that firft founded the Charterhoufe 
(Chartreux in London) for twenty-four Carthufian monks — whence 
the fiame. He had firft bought the ground for a bur) ing place in time, 
of peftilence, then not unfrcquent.. He afterwards built a convent on 
the fpot. When rnonafteries were diflblved, a Mr. Thomas Satton 
purchafed it for the charitable ufe it is ftill put to ; giving for it 1 3000l. 
lOOOl. an acre : for the original ground was no more. Such circum-r 
ftances and fuch ac^ions^ fix the retroJpe£iive eye, but had no influence 
on the fate of Europe, unlefs perhaps by whetting Edward's appetite to 
iibizc the throne of France for ever, aboUfliing the falique law. Do-p 
meftick difturbances might with more prudence and propriety have 
called him back to London — ^but London w^as fafe in queen Philippa's 
care, who had repelled one Scotch invafion. in his abfcnee, and was 
again prepared to give her dangerous neighbours a reception they little 
dreamed on, though fo well deferved. The prince of Wales too, Eng- 
land's glory, England's heir, then half adored,, yet unforgqtten among 
Hs — ^fhe luffercd to go learn upon the continent, to earn his Ipurs and 
emulate his father. 

Philippa had more ions than one — all heroes. The eldcft fignalized 
himfclf {o at the battle of Crefly, though a youth, that at the engage- 
ment's clofc, our martial monarch leaped into his arms, fcarce able to 
articulate " Mon Jils, mon vrai jihy digue de T empire du monde. — My 
ibn> my true fon, worthy to rule thew:orld." Upon that bloody field, 
. in faft — fell the whole flower of the French nobility, and their king, . 
ill denominated Philippe le Fortune, wasborne forcibly from the battle 
covered with wounds. Retiring, he faw the blind Bohemian. John,, 
expofing his venerable perfon in defence of the Houfc. of Valois : 
" When even the blind remain," exclaimed Philip aJoud, " Why will 
" you drag me. hence ?" ** Becatifevoe can fee,'' calmly replied his brother 
John of Hainault, and guided the king's courfcr to a place of fafety. 

The Scots during this period, had recalled David Bruce, long ba- 
niflied; who had married the late king Edward's daughter. Robert 
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was dead ; and fent his heart under the care of Douglas to Jerufalcm; 
whither he wiihcd, but was unable to go. The faithful meflcngcr af- 
fifted Arragon againft the Saracens, and willing to retain memorial of 
his expedition into Paleftine, bore from that day upon his fhield a 
hleedmg heart crowncd\ — ^the arms of Douglas to this very hour. 

The incurfion through Northumberland to Durham, was notwith- 
•ftanding ftopt at Neville's Crofs, where the queen met, vanquiflied, and 
made David prifoncr ; then feeing him fafcly lodged within the tower, 
haftened away to grace her husband's camp, where all that military 
fplendour could efFeft, was put in ufe for her reception. Edward -was 
at that inftant bcfieging Calais, and the brave governor's expoftulation 
with Sir Walter Manny, ftands on record in all hiftorick annals. The 
high heroick fervour of the times infpircd fix felf-devotcd burgeflcs to 
claim the meed of dying for their town's deliverance ; when march- 
ing up to Exlward's royal tent bareheaded and barefooted — ropes 
round their necks, and the keys of Calais in their hands ; our fove- 
reign would have taken their forfeit lives, had not his lovely conlbrt, 
new-arrived, made their forgivenefs her fincerc requcft : and given the 
eye of KetrofpeSiwn a fweet pleafure ; the fight of fortitude and female 
interference triumphing over pride and barbarous policy — for honour 
in thofe days was ftill fuppofcd to reft in jiohle bofoms only — and Ed- 
ward half-hated thcfe gallant burgeflcs for ftepping into lifts marked 
for high birth alone. In proof it was not their rcfiftance that pro- 
voked him, when in a future conteft for that city^ Euftace dc Ribau- 
mont* ftcpt forward in the field, and fought a dreadful duel with him 
hand to hand ; after his conqueft, Edward invited the bold youth to 
fupper, and threw a ftring of pearl about his neck : bidding him prc- 
fcnt that to his fair miftrefs as an acknowledgment of his vaft prowefs, 
beftowcd by England's king. Things were however filently and fe- 

• Euftucc de Rihaumont, when he gave up the il';ugglc— called aloud iolEdwardf 
" Sir hii^/ity 1 yield myfclf your pvii'oncr.** . 
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cretly in fome parts of Europe ; openly and madly in fome others ; 
working round towards a new modification of its government. Dur- 
ing the laji portion of the circle round which our world had run for 
near ^e thoii/and jcarsy and the laft half of the J;xth — not far off: 
monarchy, properly fb called, had degenerated ; and had been over- 
thrown. Even the haughty baronial ariftocracies were in the fourteenth' 
century pafling their meridian. The commons were obtaining^ 
wealth in England, and wealth (excepting in defpotick* ftates) leads 
diftantly and unfufpeftedly to power. The popes had been op- 
pofed in their authority, and Boniface's charader was even openly ac^- 
cufed of impofture, limony, and crimes of blacker dye, which had 
beea patiently endured in perfon of his prcdeceflbrs : who at worft 
felt the cenfure fall upon themfeheSy not on the fee, deemed till thefc 
later times impeccable. But money now was neceflary to a pontiff, 
and John XXII. left behind him eight millions of our prefcnt fterling 
pounds — to hini Benedict the Xllth fucceeded, a gentle inoffeniive 
charaftcr ; and of his fucceflbr, Clement de Rofiere, is related, the tale 
how when he was a travelling monk, he had been robbed and ftript. 
upon the road : but a charitable pricft paffmg by, took care of him, 
and fupplied all his wants. " How fhall I ever make you amends, 
*' dear fir Y* fays Clement — '* Oh, oh !" replies the other, laughing 
• — " Make me a biftiop when you become pope, to be fure." ' The 
event he thought impoffible came true ; and la Rofiere was no fooncr 
inaugurated, than he looked out his old and worthy friend, and made 
him archbilhop of Aries. 

Neither virtue nor money however, were fufficicntly povvcrful to 
reprefs enquiry, or to blind detection. Ulric the Dane had written 
fome letters wherein were mentioned the beaft withieven heads, the 
woman fitting upon feven hills, and various other texts terrible in 

* By defpotick Hates I mean fudi as Turkey, .where wcakh is dangerous and not 
deJirabU* 
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their nature and confcquenccs, during the reign of John XXII. who 
tried, but could not filencc the murmurs which (lowly, but certainly 
gathered in the wind. The Lollards made themfelves remarkable in 
1 328, and wit lending his afliftancc to fliarpen the arrows of karning, 
delighted to fee Dante on the now popular fide. In a diet.at Mentz, 
it had been folemnly concluded, that the emperor held his right from 
God alone, and that ?. council was abori'^c the pope. The ariftocracy 
which had long ruled the ftatcs of Europe, by this decree gave figns of 
intention to cngrofs the church authority likewife, while the fierce 
fchifms between popes and anti-popes, which, in pad times excited a 
fpirit of couteft merely, now appeared half- ridiculous to many, and 
perfedly and rationally ofFenfive to all mankind. The removal of 
court refidence to Avignon, was a preparatory ftep to all that followed, 
and the ignorance in which Rome had defired to detain her religious 
^^otarics, was now likely to prove dangerous to that religion's original 
feat — when Nicola, a mean citizen, was found almoft the only per* 
ion who could read, and explain the antiquities of the place, old epi- 
taphs, &c. by ftudying which, he heated up liis fancy to endeavour at 
rcftoring the old form of government, and was a formidai)le meteor 
ibr a moment. Mr. Gibbon has expatiated on the five years buftlc 
jmade by this man, known by name of the place he was born in — Rl- 
enzi ; but 'twere fuperfluous for an epitome like this to notice it, 
except as a proof that all were glad to fee the cardinals Colonna and 
-Urfmi trampled on, and murdered with fome Ihew of juftice by a 
mean demagogue, whom they were likewife glad to fee difplaced 
again and banifhcd, when count Minorbini reftored things to their 
priftinc order, and Clement VI. juftly fo called, poured the oil p£ 
rtranquillity upon the fwelling furges of rebellion. Petrarch, roman- 
itick in his love and ardent in his patriotifm, aflSfted with even more 
than good wilhes, this ill-condu<5led attempt at innovation : his far 
^more reafonable, as more humble hope, was by his poetick eloquence 
tojecall the bifliops of Rom.e to their fee, which fcemed to be neg- 
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glcAed now by them as it was erft defcrted by its emperors, the pre- 
vious and remote, but certain prognoftick and caufe of its decay. If 
things do not go forward they recede : it was no longer high tide 
with the papal power. A diet held at Franckfort had decreed, that 
any bilhop might crown the emperor as well as the pope : but what 
the ecclefiaftick authority loft, the regal fway fought to procure for 
itfelf — Jn vain. The kings got nothing yet but fuch empty fplendour 
as would have been juftly derided by their anceftors, bold barons; who 
led embattled followers to the field. 

Arts, fciences, elegancies, conveniencies, comforts, luxuries, really in- 
creafed, and fpread over Europe their foftening, and at the fame time 
their diflblving warmth. The firft offspring of commerce, cuno/ity, 
J5>rung from the union flie had made with learning on her late vifitj 
to the caft ; turned over with reftlefs fingers leaves flie could not yet 
pcrufe in the vaft book of fate, and drove enquiry" forward ; nor could 
the ftrange calamities which depopulated Europe ftop, except perhaps 
for now and then a moment, her rapid courfe : although five thoufand 
fouls pcrifhed in an inundation that overfprcad Holland, while the 
carl and oountcfs amufed themfelves by feeking out a giant and 
giantefe which they were told had amazed the furrounding provinces, 
and obliging them to marry, took them in their train to the marriage 
of Philip de Valois who loft the battle of Crefly-, and who firft laid a 
heavy tax onfalty inducing our Edward to call him le Roi du loi 
Salk\yiQ,, a regulation he had no fmall intercft in vsHilhing to overturn 
and to deride. 

Things were beginning to give figns of a diftant change in favour of 
the commonalty, William the Good, who made an advantageous 
peace with Flanders, obliged his governor or bailiff of South Holland 
to pay one hundred crowns to a poor woman whofe only cow he had 
taken from her by force ; and then beheaded him for having by that 
cruelty reduced her to want bread, and fo fubmit her daughter to his ill- 
^ndured carefles. A century before this flic would have obtained fmall 
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redrefs by appealing to the fovcreign ; but »iow the pcafants began to 
find prote<ftion under a higher power, from the immediate and preffing 
tyranny of the nobleman next them. The Turks meanwhile, under 
vidorious Ottoman, prefled forward, nor did his death relieve the 
Chriftians fo completely as they hoped for. Orchanes took Nice by 
ilratagem, and wafted the fine iflands of the Mediterranean fea, feiz- 
ing on Nicomedia, and at length marrying the daughter of Cantacuze- 
nus, tutor to helplcfs John, fon of the old Andronicus, who fate in 
Conftantinc's feat indeed, but was unable to poiie the focptrc j while 
his falfe but powerful preceptor afibciating himfelf with his pupil, 
feemed as if felling the city to Orchancs> now become fon-in^ 
law to the Greek emperor,. Gregory, furnamed the autbentick doftot 
in the fchools, tells us how a horfe painted on the walls of the palace 
neighed three times at Conftantinoplc this year, and well might he 
neigh at fuch aews ! The patriarch's cxcommunicatioa of thofe who 
m^ade this impious marriage, was diiregarded as much as the dumb and 
painted ftccd ; Venice alone ventured to attack the profperous infidels, 
and the Venetian fleet was beaten at the Bofphorus. The Genoefc, 
who always wiflaed to thwart their immediate rival, joined with the 
Turk to teaze her : Lewis king of Hungary called her attention home- 
wards by his encroachments, and Solyman, fon to Orchanes, repreis'd 
their ardour in the eaft. Venice herfelf was ftiaken by a tempeft. Her 
annals now record how fancy faw St. Mark, St. George, and the pro- 
tcAor of babies St. Nicholas, uniting toYink a huge Ihip loaded with devils 
which were coming forward to deftroy her. The great hall at Padua was 
built about this time however; for nothing retarded tafte in its progrcfs; 
^d our Edward inftituted, with martial pomp, the order of the garter* 
X^earning faw her univerlities Ipring up on every fide, and that of Pifa 
will be long remembered. Petrarch had been crowned in the capitol 
at Rome by the pope*s vicar fome few years before ; and that trade 
might leave fome lafting monuments of A^ improvements, the famous 
tunof Heidelbergh was conftruded; although peftilence and locufts^, 
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and other national evils, were ftrangely depopulating Europe. The 
ivorld was even yet flow to coniider thefe calamities as imconne£led 
-with blame; and the wretched Jews being always at hand, upon 
whofe (houklers to lay every imputation, many were .put to death un- 
der pretence that they had poifbned the waters ; had men accufed 
them of felling old clothes, ftolen or purchafed from infeAed houies, 
they had perhaps been nearer to the truth. But a Jew doftor, lefs 
difcreet than greedy of immediate gain, had in the year 1339 under- 
taken to cure John of Bohemia, whofe unhappy blindnefs had come 
upon him by degrees, a cataraA perhaps, or gutta ferena, which by the 
aukwardneis of his unfkilful though precipitate operator, was fb in- 
creafed that light was wholly loft. We have feen upon the plains of 
Crefly that his courage yet remained : not {o the common fenfe of all 
his courtiers, who falling on the unfucceisful praAitioner, hewed him 
in pieces, malSacred many of his tribe, and drove the reft completely 
out of their dominions. On the king's death in battle his fon Charles 
IV. was chofen emperor by ibme of the eledors, who depofcd Lewis 
of Bavaria, and broke his heart. No competitor rifing except the 
Marquis of Mifnia, he was bought off by a fiim of money, and Bo- 
hemia conibUdated as part of the weftem empire in perfon of this 
Charles ; whofe nnrarriagc with Anne, daughter to Count Palatine of 
the Rhine, extended its limits. About this time too the famous Wil- 
liam Tell produced the freedom of Switzerland, by one bold though 
not original ad of fteady co\u-age, when Griflcr, governor of thofe pro- 
vinces for the emperor Albert, had commanded him to (hoot an apple 
let on his fons head. Tell remonftrated a while, but at length com- 
plied ; and Mcichtol his hiftorian fays, that Grifler obferving in his 
hand a fecond arrow, afked it« ufe. *^ For your extirpation,'* replies 
Tell, " had I been fo unlucky as to have killed my fbn/' I think the 
very firft infurredion in the cauie of liberty faw this tyrant fall bv a 
Ihot of the fame quiver. 

Lewis of Hungary maintained his independence however, and 
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fought to obtain Naples by mvafion. The pope would not enduie ta 
fee fuch bold injuflice, and proteiied that the plagues which dci(>- 
lated our continent, clpecially thofe caterpillars by which every gEcew 
leaf in Hungary was eaten, proceeded from that wickedneis which 
marked a degenerate age. Clement made peace, and by fo doing 
gained Avignon tor himfelf, aniiexing it to the Holy See of Rome for 
ever. He had before offended all the world by purchaiing that town* 
with mone!y and flatteries from Jogji tlie wicked Comteffe de Pro* 
vence and Queen of Naples, wlio ftrangled her anilable hun}atKl An* 
drew in a iHk thread of her own twiftirig. I think 'tis CoUomefius 
that relates how this unhappy prince, coming to her apartment, faid' 
to her fondly, *' How are thefe pretty fingers now employed ?" " In 
" forming a rope worthy to hang a king," faid (he laughing; and in 
cfFed that very night while he flept, Ihe had the heart to flip it round 
his neck, fo that he never ipoke another word. The body being 
thrown out of a window in the city of Averfa where they then refided* 
Joan wedded her new flame the beautiful prince of Tarent, whom fhe 
permitted to die a natural death, confumption killing hiny in three 
years time. James of Majorca was her next confort ; but him im- 
feeling intereft foon beheaded, under pretence of jealoufy, fays Fullef-: 
but it was hafl:e to aflbciatc Otho of Brunfwick, who adored her fo, 
although then pafl her prime, that he folicited her hand with ardour 
equal to her own, and ventured upon a folcnanization of her fourth 
dangerous nuptials. Her charms however could not operate agakift 
heroick Charles, poor Andrew*s nearcfl: kinfman. He ^rowing ven- 
geance for his uncle's murder, and hoifting a black ftandard beficgcd' 
the city of Dyrrachium, fo gallantly defended by Otho, that thoufands 
of lives were k>ft in the hot conteft; beheld with agoniaing anxiouf- 
nefs by Joan ; who encouraged her brave defender from the walls, till 
breathlefs with his wounds, he looked up to the miftrcfs of his afiec- 
tions and eiTpired. Charles feeing this occurrence, cried out Peace! 
9' Throw me (faid he) the bright but impious caufc of all this blood- 
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" fhed from her tower, an(J let fair Italy be healed from its fierce an- 
" guifli." Some pages to her perfon took his word, and threw the 
giiilty princefs from the battlements, when fadly contemplating her 
hufband*s corpfe : *^ Sure never ^ faid the viAor, did a knight fo va- 
" liant combat in the caufe of fo truly vicious a lady." She fell like 
Jezebel of old, and was, like her, devoured by the dogs. Her death, 
which happened in her forty-eighth year, reftored the world to peace ; 
and though the event happened five years or more beyond th' intended 
limits of this chapter, I could hot beaf to keep fo horrible a tragedy 
^om its cataftrophe—- told in fuch various ways, but ending always 
with the merited extinction of fuch a chara<ftcr ; whether efitded by 
fufFocation or poifon, by an aflaffinating hand, or by the Tarpeian me*^ 
thod, as I have choien to rclate^ iti. 
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CHAP. xxn. 

ENDING WITH A, D. 1400. 

THE death of Philip de Valois marks the year 1350. He was fur- 
named the Prudent and the Fortunate ; but neither fagacity nof 
good luck could enable him to make head any longer againft the iu- 
perior genius of Eldward IIL whole fecond attempt on France was but 
delayed, not fct aiidc entirely, even by the contagious iicknefs which 
Stowc tells us difmiflcd fifty thoufand fouls at once from the city and 
.environs of Norwich, an afTcrtion which we will rather relate than 
inveftigate. A retroJpeSihe glance like ours affords no time for cal* 
culations, which are ever unfavourable to round pofitions confidently 
maintained. The plague in England certainly lengthened our fuf- 
penfion of arms againfi: France, and that kingdom had a moment's 
time to breathe under their new king John ; while Peter the Cmel, 
who fuccceded in the fame year to the throne of Caftile, made Eu- 
rope ring with his enormities, worthy of pagan days and Roman em- 
perors. He married Blanche dc Bourbon, and drove her from his pa- 
lace the fourth morning after their nuptials, in a manner difgraccful to 
knighthood, fay his contemporary hiftorians. Her fuccciTor was the in- 
famous Maria de Padilla, who lived with him as a miftrcfs ; but Jeanne 
de Caftro had the misfortune to be his queen, and felt /ler days endan- 
gered by oft-repeated poifonings. His brother Frederick, who counfelled 
other conduA, next fell a facrifice to his vindidlive fury: fo did the great 
officers of ftate, and not a few prelates of the church, particularly the 
good archbifhop of Toledo, who mildly and heroically had admonifhed 
him from the pulpit. That Chriftianity however might not be polluted 
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by fuch a characler of ianguinary defpotifra, Peter renounced it; 
j(Hned with the Moors to wafle his own dominions, and provoked his 
nobles to take up arms againft him, under the condud: of Henry dc 
Triftcmar, his father's natural Ion. Peter now fled to the proteftion 
of our Edw^ard, who wifhed to reinftate him in his dominions: 
but mankind would be no longer ruled by monfters ; all ranks of 
people deferted the ftandard of avowed impiety, and fome adventurous 
cavalier or baron faved the imprifoned and pcrilhing queen Jeanne fronx 
her dungeon to die at her father's houfc, in confequence of thpfe cruel- 
ties which ihe had fiifFercd during her long confinement. X^ougk 
fomewhat out of place, we won't lofe fight of this infufFerablc fovc- 
reign till we fee him, after five battles bravely fought, beheaded at 
length by Henri de Triftemar, who thus revenged his mother's death 
^mong many others, and- ruled in lieu of Peter on the throne ; but died- 
foon after he had freed Spain from her favage tyrant. 

From fuch fcenery our eye turns, not: ill pleafed, to Turkifli Orchanes/ 
happier in his native diipofition to do good, and flattered by his ion 
Solyman*s ready obedience to a loved parent's order. Equally fired by 
ambition to extend their dominions, and carry their crefcent's honottf- 
into Europe ; returning, though late, the vifit of the invading cru- 
faders, 'twas agreed that the yoxmg man flaould explore the moft agree- 
able fituations on the other fide thofe limits which had till then con- 
fined the Turks to Afia. Such was prince Solyman's behaviour that 
he conciliated many Europeans to his intereft, and fuch was his valour 
that he awed the murmurers into obedience. Confiding in their kind* 
nels, or at worft fecurc of their acquiefcencc, he took up a temporary 
refidence among them, and diverted himfelf with innocent amufe- 
ments, till hawking at a heron one day, his eye fixed on the quarry, 
his horfe fell with him, and broke his neck upon the inftant. Or- 
chanes, as might be expeded, died of grief ; and Amurath, fumamed 
the Great, reigned in his flead. He fixed his feat of empire at Adria- 
nople, and was the firil inilitutor of guards about his peribo; picked 
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from male infants required of Chriftian parents for the purpofe, and 
called Janiffarics, a name well known and formidable fincc that period. 
Amurath made peace with the Greek emperor at his acceffion, and 
fcnt two hundred of his iubjcdls to aflTift the Thracians in ercfting a 
pillar at Didj'motichos, now Dimotuc. Thcfe traitors managed fb 
well for a month, that the unfufpc(fling Chriftians requcfted fifty more. 
With thcfe picked men the Sultan rcfolved to poflTefs himfelf of the 
<;ity ; and having placed an ambufli of valiant TUrks near to the fub- 
urbs, the workmen pretended a quarrel among themfelves ; then leap- 
ing fud'lcnly upon the warders of the armoury, who were, at flipper 
near the caflle gate, fcizcd weapons more in number than were want- 
al ; and having given the fignal to their companions without, begun a 
fierce allault and took the town. It has belonged fince that day to 
the Ottomans, although Amurath underwent many and bitter re- 
proaches for the treachery, which he took care to lay upon his general 
Chafis, and offered the Europeans his head. They were more cla- 
morous for reinflatcment than revenge however, and infiflcd upon 
having their city again ; but the proud Sultan told them then, '* That 
*^. where truth had been once propagated by the followers of Mahomet, 
" error fliould no more return to plant her thorns/* And to confefs 
the truth, our Chriflian caufe derived no dignity from its profcflbrs in 
thofe days, when the Genocfc, ever ardent to gain all the trade of Afla 
to themfelves, and diligent to diftrcfs Venice, who was purfuing the 
fame plan, were bafe enough to help the Turks againft us, and even 
aflifled Amurath to poflcfs himfelf of Phillipopolis, now Filiba ; fo 
deeply was bafencfs rooted in the world, even at a time wh^n ro- 
mantick ideas of honour puflied to cxfccfs, prevailed over its moll: en- 
lightened continent. 

Fauftothe Italian relates many ridiculous talcs of chivalry excrciicd 
during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries ; but when military or- 
ders wercfirfl inftituted, they had not always employment /;/ their pro- 
fejjion ; and *twas not much amifi that young nobility, armed, mounted, 
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and provided with Yquires, did for amufement, or clfc in confc- 
quence of fome religious vow, wander about the femi-barbarous coun- 
tries fecking adventures, which the ftatc of things in fuch wild times 
did but too often afford them. Rich heirs were not fcldom forcibly 
conveyed away, that another more diftant kinfman might fucceed ; 
while women were perpetually made the tools of avarice, or inftruments 
of ambition, againft their own confent. The oath of inftallation which 
thefc nobles took, obliged them to liberate fuch captives, and to re- 
drefs fuch wrongs : when laws afford no protection the military muji 
take up domefiick quarrels, or ftill more dreadful fcenes, and cruelties 
infpired by revenge will follow. Thus private wars, which had defb- 
lated Europe, feem'd as if dropping into defuetude, when rapine and 
infult began to expeft due punifliment from fmgle hands, and when 
he who committed the violence no longer engaged all his relations to 
fupport it, but rather preferred anfwering the charge in duel, or Ihrink- 
ing by flight from the difgrace of refufal. 

But every inflitution, however laudable, degenerates : what once 
was virtue faded into folly ; and commerce regulated morals before the 
manners could prevail upon themfelves to change. Gay amorous 
knights, warm in the caufe of innocence and beauty, began therefore, 
when real occafions prcfented not, to offer voluntary combat in de- 
fence of qualities which cannot be afcertaincd by viiftory ; and rifked 
their lives, that futurity might acknowledge one lady more lovely or 
deferving than another. Not content even with /A/V, another century 
law what was now but empty vapour degraded to abfurd and poifonous 
mifchief; fo that when legal ties grew firmer, and females of nice 
honour had fewer opportunities of imagining their delicate fcnfc of it 
in earnefl offended, the young and idle cavaliers, who burned for com- 
bat, carried their fighting . humour to fuch a laughable exccfs, that 
fome would go about w^lth a company of damfcls on pal fries along 
with them, and ufed to flake one againfl his opponent, whom he 
ibiight for purpofely to prove their mutual valour. Some letters of 
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defiance hare been recorded, but would in this chapter be out of place,. 
as they bebng fomcwhat to a later period. 1 cannot however refift 
inferting thisy knowing it to be genuine. 

*' Not out of envy to your glory, Sir, but from defire to fhare it, I 
" beg the favour of you to fight me, and am your moft humble fer- 
*' vant.'^ The reply was — " Pray, Sir, dine in my hall to-morrow,. 
*^ and fee my court-yard : we will meet at two o'clock and examine 
'^ the lifts ; I attend you after the banquet to vidory or death." 

Can madncfs or fatuity go further ? This difpofition was however 
parent of many books, which kept up the echo when the found and. 
fury of the ideot tale was paft : Don Quixote had the honour of finifh- 
ing it for ever. 

What chiefly may be learned by the ufe of RetroJpeSiiony is to ob- 
ferve, that wifdom as fcldom cures folly as virtue diflodges vice. The 
firft runs itfclf out of breath, and ftands flill only becaufe it can drive 
forwards no further : the laft is, I fear, never eradicated at all, but 
hunted down in one fhape, efcapes like Proteus under another. As a 
proof. Pope Clement VI. fuccefTor to Benedid, was obliged to fup- 
prefs the fe6l of Whippers or Flagellants about the year M50, becaufe 
of the grofs improprieties committed under this pretext, while he fup- 
ported another order which gave offence to the rich cardinals, &c. in 
confidcration of their care of fouls during the time of peftilence, from 
which, when all fecular pricfts and biQiops ran away, fome Franctfcans 
remained on whatever fpot was feized with infeAlon, doing their duty 
towards fick and dying; many of whom, ftruck with a fenfe of grati- 
tude, and deprived by death of all near relations, left to that order their 
eftates or money ; and 'twas this condud: which occafioncd complaints 
difrcgarded by Clement VI. Of this pontiff' much has been recorded 
good and bad, but all. agree that he was wife and learned. My readers 
and myfclf fhould love a man fo partial to abridgments, that he caufed 
many great works to be epitomized, ** that the hujitjiy he faid, might 
*' not be ignorant of what had chanced before their own times." 
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The Canaiy IQands being difeovered during his pontificate, Petrarch 
tells how he appointed Lewis earl of Clermont king of them, ftyling him 
Prince of Fortunia, and crowning him with his own hand : as the day 
proved rainy, our Italian poet puns and quibbles about the watry domain^ 
Such however was the fuperiority of Italy to England, both in point of 
literature and general knowledge, that when our ambaffador at Avignon, 
liearing thofe iflandswere beftowed upon a Spaniard, he fell into an agony 
of pailion, thinking the pope had given away England and Ireland ; and 
diiEcult enough was it to perfuade him that any except the Briti/h 
ifles could with propriety he termed tbkc fortunate ones-r-a better tef- 
timonial of his patriotiim than of his geographical ikill certainly ; tho' 
we muft not forget, that in a very few years after this event, 3(1,000 
ftudents were enumerated as appertaining to our univerfity at Oxford. 
What they were studying indeed did not immediately tend to any 
purpofe of benefiting this life, or obtaining happinefs in the next : for 
notwithfUnding icholars had left off difputing, and fools forbore to in* 
vdtigate their arguments, concerning the nature of the holy and in- 
comprebenfible Trinity, they wrangled in the days we are defcribing, 
whether, if one angel could ftand upon the apex of a pyramid, many 
might not fland there too, and how manyi This, tiiough more in- 
ixxocent, was fcarce lefs abfurd than the recorded controverfy of the 
iame times, whether God beft loved in his heart a poiiible fpirit of 
great dignity, or an adlually exiftent infeft of the meaneft and minuteft 
kind ? — Science however, if flic did walk along angular paths, or in a 
terpentine diredion, kept walking forward in every country. The 
J&ing of Hungary was a good aftronomer, fb was the Genoefe mailer 
to Boccacio. Prague and Cracow boafted a univerfity, and Cantacuze- 
nus, the Greek emperor, undertook a hiftory of his predecefilbrs, atleaii: 
ibme of them. Higden and Mandeville grace our Engliih annals ; and 
although towns feem to fpring up more flowly, we fee Stutgard en- 
larged by John, the firft eledor (as I think) of Brandenburgh. The 
year of jubilee was that in which Philip ctf France died, 1 350 : Cle- 
jxient VL would have it pompouily celebrated ; but the people mur- 
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mured at Rome's rapacity : and as not above one in ten returned aliv^ 
to their own houfes, thofe few returned thither in ill humour, relating 
how travellers and pilgrims were plundered in the grolTeft manner by 
the Italians, who fold their food and let their lodgings at a price few 
could pay, fo that rich people only could fee the reliques, or partake 
die bleifings held out to them as an inducement to flock thither; 
When once it had been faid that abfblution s felf might be too dearly 
purchafed, a keen obferver could have deferied, that by unforefeen and 
fcarcely noticed occurrences, the way was preparing for WicklifFe.— - 
This great man had, during the rtigns o\m RetroJpeSlion has ran through^ 
been employed at Oxford in carefully watching the moment fittefl 
for his broaching dodrines not yet unlocked. He faw that they 
would now be not unwelcome to a large portion of the Chriftian 
world : he told them therefore what they till then had fcarcely dared 
to tell themfelves, that the Romiih church claimed her fiipremacy to 
others under no better than falfe or feigned pretences ; that Chrifl be* 
fiowed no temporal power on his apofties, and that he had exprefsly 
difclaimed riches and honours for himfelf ; that prelates offending 
againfl: God and man by theit corrupt and wicked Hves ought not to 
be proteAed from punifhment by the veflments which their vices fiik 
lied, or the profeflfioa which their principles profaned* He fulmi«* 
nated predictions of ruia to thofe,. who in defiance of our Saviour^ 
precepts, flrove for the highefl place,, and he taught how every 
king fhould be head of his own realms, independent of eccle*- 
fiaflical authority, which extended no farther than fpiritual matters-; 
and fhewed that auricular confefHon was infifled on only for the pur- 
pofe of extending church power. Wickliffe had fecn the bleffed fiu- 
crament adminiflered in both kinds to Philip king of France, to Joan 
his queen, and to John duke of Normandy their eldefl fon, by virtue 
of diploma from Clement VL in the third year of his pontificate ; the 
date, Avigaon, 2ifl June 1.344> The French monarchs have fincc 
that time availed themfelves of this privilege at their ccM*onation and. 
at their death ; but this new reformer found out that popes had no juft 
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light to reftrain any perfon from partaking the blood his Saviour 
ihed freely for alL Thefe opinions publiflicd abroad, won the hearts 
of many who groaned under papal and prieftly oppreffion; and feveral 
princes caught the new flame, lighted indeed from that fmall inextin- 
guifhable fpark which had remained warm in the world fmce the 
Waldcnfcs, and after them the Lollards, with indignity, but without 
adequate cffeA, had been trodden down. 

John of Gaunt, heroick Edward's fon, faw, as 'tis faid, his father's 
death approaching in an illnefs which many years preceded it — he 
was, if not afpiring, at leaft turning his thoughts towards the crown of 
England, and he avowed himfclf convinced by WicklifFe, who fpund 
i^ many powerful proteftors, that the pope w^as accounted wife in 
punifliing him only by command of perpetual filence : although Gre- 
gory XI. was no pufillanimous chara<5ler. That he removed the fee 
back from. Avignon to Rome, although himfelf a Frenchman, nephew 
to Clement VI. is a proof of his good fenfe; he faw the neceffity of 
refiding at the centre of his dominions: the dreadful fchifms had, by 
ftarting up in various places, probably reminded Gregory of the old 
Prince in profane ftory and early days, who planning a removal of his 
royal court, a trufty favourite begged leave to bring a dried ox's hide 
into the chamber, and threw it dow n : then {landing on it at the 
four corners alternately, obfervcd he could not keep it to. lie quiet and 
Heady ; but fixing his pofition in the middle of the fkin, he Ihewed 
the king that none of the parts wxre then difpofcd to ftart up and be 
troublcfome. Inlhort, prudence became now a neccflary qualification 
to the pontiffs. Urban, the laji pope intermediate between the two 
of the family de la Rofiere, had exerted that quality with regard to John 
Palaeologus, the Greek emperor, who came to Europe and fubmJtted 
his opinions in theology to Rome, uniting as far as in him lay the long 
feparated Greek and Latin churches. He had married Helena, daugh- 
ter to Cantacuzenus, and Orchanes the Turk had taken her fifter into 
his fcraglio— his death however, and the fucccflQon of Amurath as 
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fultan, gave the Chriftians little hope of mercy. Thofc who reiided i^ 
Scrvia were all driven out, while the Grand Signor, fo he began to be 
called by the Genoefe, increafmg in power and wealth by conquefb 
almoft incredible, tore all the diftrifts of Thrace and'Myfia from their 
original pofleflbrs; took Gallipolis, defied the prince of Bulgaria to 
fmgle combat, rallied his new militia of apoftates round his perfbn*, 
chaftifed his infolent baflas, put out the eyes of the rebel prince 
young Aladine, who had abetted their feditious fpirit ; and after per- 
ibnally gaining thirty-fcvcn battles, and marrying his favourite foa 
Bajazet to the daughter of Jermenogli, died in the year 1 SQO, and was 
Succeeded, as he wiflied to be, by the furious youth celebrated, or at 
ieaft configned to long remembrance by Rowers delightful play. 'Twas 
at his wedding that Eurenofes fent as a prefent one hundred bcaute* 
ous boys, as many girls, the firfl eighteen, the laft fifteen years of age, 
all richly dreffed, each with a cup in hand containing of fome rarity: 
gems, ipices, pearls, worthy fo great a fovereign's acceptance; while 
poor Conftantinoplc, in a miferable ftate as Rome was under her laft 
emperors, looked tamely on to fee who next would invade, or who 
proteft the fading purple— once fo venerated by mankind, but now 
fcarce an obje<ft worthy general compaffion, when weak Andronicus 
went into Afia, a willing penfioner upon the Turkilh court, leaving 
Emanuel, who fiicceedcd Palseologus, as a kind of tributary fovcreign 
tied to .a j)oft no longer tenable, and feebly feigning to fupport a 
Iccptre which daily fhrunk from grafp of Chriftian priaces. Among all 
thefe, England with jufticc names her own the greateft. Incompa- 
rable Edward's triumphant fuccefs at Poidiers over John of France, 
who inherited his country's prejudices againft our ifland with his pre- 
deceffors' obftinate valour in defending his own, fettled thofe difputes 
which. the cardinal de Perigord vainly attempted to compofe before 
beginning of the combat. 

The yoimg hero's behaviour when he brought his royal prifoner to 
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that tent where viAory fate on his brave parentis head, arrcfts, wcll- 
pleaied, the retrofpeStwe eye,, which fees, upon that memorable occa- 
fion, difplayed all thofe delights that valour and virtue can either ex- 
hibit or beftow. Our Prince of Wales, warm with ideas of duty due 
to exalted rank, and full of tender feelings for dignity in diftrefs, 
waited himfclf behind his captive's chair, while John in return, re- 
pofing upon his heroick foe's high fenfe of honour, willingly accom- 
panied the Englilh conquerors to London, where we read of his din- 
ing with our city raagiftrate, who had invited' to meet him, David' 
king of Scots, taken by queen Philippa — and her confort, EdwarA 
himfclf, firfl among the fovereigns of his century. Many gay tilts and 
tournaments were Ihewn in honour of fuch guefts : a folcmn challenge, - 
thirty knights againft thirty, was given and accepted, and the count 
de Beaumanoir cried out aloud — " It Jhoiild he feen that day who had 
•^ the faireft mijirejfes'' 'Twas feen indeed when only fixteen of the 
whole fixty combatants \yere left alive, and they fore vooundedj fays 
Knyghton. Yet 'twas to this fpirit of chivalry we owed the gallant 
conduA of our Black Prince, fo named, I think, from the colour of his 
arms in war: he married his coufm the Fair Maid of Kent, who 
brought him only one fon and died; but among all the annals of 
mortality, none fo afFe(fts an Englifti heart as that of her valiant huf- 
band— or fills the Britifli eye with genuine tears, like that death which 
defalcated our happinefs, and threw a gloom over all our glories. 
King Edward could furvive it but a year — he left the infant Richard 
fucceflbr, appointing a regency among his uncles: he left our lan- 
guage fpoken in courts of juftice, fome new coins invented, and a 
great advance made in woollen manufactures. With the affiftance of 
his commons, he prevailed on the nobility no longer to abet rapine 
and robbery, by affording open protedlion to thieves or murderers be-r 
longing to their numerous dependants ; and was publickly applied to 
(but without fiiccefs) to make no churchman chancellor or fecretary 
of ftate ; under pretence that they had no leifurc to attend in both 
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capacities. Windfor's proud turrets now lifted their heads on high, 
and every thing evinced the progrefs of authority from barons 
independent of their fovereign, to a confolidated mafs of king and 
commons, fupporting royalty againft the nobles of the land. Many 
things however retarded, though many contributed to accelerate thefc 
events, and RetrofpeSfton will need little more than one faft to fliew, 
that if fuch a change was indeed coming forward, it was coming very 
flowly. This may be proved by my Lord Morley's killing the biftiop 
of Worcefter s deer in this reign, and the biftiop making him do pe- 
nance for it in Worcefter cathedral, bare-headed and bare-footed : 
while the king interceded for him in vain, and even offered the biftiop 
a prefent if he would remit the puniftiment. A continuance of the 
ariftocracy for more years than it had rcafon to hope for, was afforded 
by the reign and charadler of Richard II. whofc propenfity to fa- 
vourites, and whofc rapacity for money to fuppiy ihetr rcquefts, turned 
his thoughts to fuch praAices as highly and even juftly offended the 
old barons, and half forced them upon n.fferting their ancient privi- 
leges, infolently broken in upon by a king, who, though he could con- 
troul a lawlefs and fcnfelefs rabble, as in the cafe of Wat Tyler's in- 
furredion, knew not either to conciliate by fweetnefs, or overawe by 
virtue^ the nobles \\ ho had not yet forgotten their original equality 
with princes, who could not count anceftry higher than their own. 
•Added to thefe demerits, Richard had no children ; and Lionel, duke 
of Clarence, next brother to the Black Prince, had only one child, a 
daughter, of whom little feems to have been thought, while the great 
duke of Lancafter, third fon of Edward and Philippa was cruelly and 
•foolifhly infulted by his reigning nephew, who banifhed the young 
«rl of Hereford, his only fon, and then feized the eftates and perfbn- 
alty of the offended and expiring parent — fuch conduA could not long 
be tolerated: Jlenry, upon pretence of refuming his rights, andclainv- 
ing the juft inheritance of his father, hurried from his exilc^ and 
i^rayed.king Richard on his owjn ifland— where, ijupport^d .by many of 
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tlic barons, and at the head of numerous and powerful partizans, the 
^luke-of Lancaftcr ftretchcd his pretcnfions foon, and feizcd that 
crown, which his uncle knew not how to keep, how to enjoy, or how 
to dcferwi ; and fromH<!nry of Hereford, became in a few months, with- 
tKit any oppofitioo, king of England. That his weak predeceffor Ihould be 
killed in prifon furprizes no one now^ and it appears that few were 
affeded by it when the affair happened. That his youthful confort 
was rcftored to her own country, where after only half a year's 
rnouming, Ihe wedded le due d'Orleans, was another proof of the 
low ftandard our Richard had rifen to, but that no one ftirred in fa- 
vour of the right heir, is ftranger ; for Philippa, fole daughter of brave 
Lionel, Edward the third's next fon, had married Edmund Mortimer, 
earl of March, and their boy ought affuredly to have iucceeded upon 
dcmife of Richard. The young duke of Lancafter however, with 
ayde iff kyn^ as4ie called it, and good friends, obtained the thtpnc 
about the year 1400. 

Before that time fir John Philpot, citizen and merchant of London, 
had undertaken to clear the Channel of pirates at his own expence, 
tsvincing the fpirit and opulence of our nation, while Germany boaftetf 
the birth of Berdiold Swartz, whofe inventive head found out new 
modes for the deftrudion of his fellow creatures : the ufe of ordnance 
in war is attributed to htm, who firft proved his cannon at Venice, 
'where he refided during the time Germany was divided into fadlions 
concerning the choice of an emperor. That country had never been 
at reft fmce Charles IV. fon to John of Bohemia had bought off Fre- 
derick the marquis of Mifnia, with 1 0,000 marks, and made com- 
pofition with Guntheris, earl of Swartzburgh, who was fuppofed 
to die poifoned, becaufe four of the eledors had preferred him to his 
opponents in 1350, when Mecklenburgh was firft creded into a 
duchy : though Martinus Polonus tells of a brave leader from that 
diftrift in 1274, or then abouts, who fighting in the holy wars, was 
detained prilbncr at Grand Cairo twenty- fix years, and being then rc- 
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leafed, went home and was obeyed by his fubjcdls as ufaal. But our 
eye mult be a moment kept on Charfcs, who reigned thirty years I 
think, having ridded himlclf of all competitors ; and failencd his Ton 
Wcnceflaus the ugly and the indolent, upon the fticceffion, by mak^^ 
ing him in early youth king of the Romans. The odd fcizure of his 
cmprcfs Anne, daughter t(^ Count Palatine of the Rhine at Pifa, by 
feme young madmen enamoured of her beauty,, is related only by. Du* 
bravius ; l believer it was in order that the vaiorou* koights^ who rcfcued 
her with the young princefs,. might be duly celebrated.. Such an^occur^ 
rcnce, however, Ihews the backward ftate of civilization in Germany and 
Italy, about the middle of the fourteenth century^ which witneffcd a. 
violent. infurreiVion of the French peasantry near Bcauvoiii, and.faw 
them burn, as^Ffoiffart fays, iSxty caftles belonging to nobles wllo had 
offended, andgrofsly injured them, before the tumult was qticlled: in 
thi» laft occurrence, and in the manner of their behaviour, when for 
a moment the fword was their own, might have been^ traced the even 
then quickening fpirit of democracy in France;. but penetration^ had 
little place in thofc days, while the arts were making aftonifliing^ tha 
half unheeded progreft — ^poetry gave hopes of pcrfeftion in a latent 
Ariofto, and painting threatened to flicw in a few years- more, that 
point of excellence which none have power to pafs over^ 

Thefe probabilities of future fkill ibon to be arrived at fiipreme emir 
nence, were however centemporaneous with the tale of the py'd Piper : 
and fuch was the credulity of mankind in thefe times, that it was 
tmiverially believed how a ftrange perfon^ appeared in the town* of Ham?' 
melin, drefled in a ftrange drefs of various colours — how he would 
neither eat nor fpeak, but played upon his pipe a ftrain fo fweet and 
fo uncommon, that while all eyes were turned to gaze upon him, 
rats were obferved running from their holes, and fitting in the 
fquare, carclcfs of men or dogs, obfervant of his mniick. This event 
feized on the imagination of the magiftrates, and they bargained with 
iuch a piper for a fum of money, if he would coll the rats out of the 
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town — ^by figns the contraft was foon made, and the muiiclan rifing 
and walking towards a large cave juft at the entrance of the cit/r 
playing as he walked, the creatures followed after him, and he fcduced 
them on to their dcftrudion. Claiming his meed however, 'twas 
rcfufed ; the plague of rats infeftcd them no more, and the old ma- 
giftrates, like Pharaoh, being relieved, hardened their hearts — ^but like 
him they were punifhcd. The py'd Piper ftood once more in the 
fquare, and changed his mode of playing — but fo celeftial, ib perfua- 
live were the notes, from every houfe rufhed forth a troop of children, 
and furrounded him; nor could the mayor keep his own fons at 
home-— every infant from two years old to twelve, followed the pre- 
ternatural mufick to the cave, where the mufician himfclf walked in 
with all his train of innocents : the mouth of the place clofed, and 
they came out no more. 

Such a tale Ihould not have croffed our retroJpeSihe eye however, 
bad not the writings of the town borne date even to the year 1700, 
ah exitu ptierorunij and w^as there not even yet a pillar of ftone with 
the (lory engraven on it at the cave's moiith. Mufick was perhaps 
lefs undcrftood than were other arts, or elfe her powers were thought 
kfs limited than thofe of her fifters. King Eric the Good, had a har- 
per in Denmark, v^ho boafted uncommon and immediate influence 
over his hearers ; it is related of him, that the mild monarch chaU 
lenged him to exert his energy to the utmoft, confiding in his own 
philofophipal evennefs of temper. The muiician however, like Timo- 
theus of old, is iaid by his hiftorians to have fo tranfported the king^ 
(and courtiers of courfe) that Eric leaping from his feat, threw himfelf 
Upon the harper fword in hand, and the attendants pretending equal 
paflion with the prince, difpatched him in an inftant ; leaving aci ex- 
ample for future artifts to fupprefs fuch dangerous powers, and con-, 
fine themfelves to amufc their Superiors, not drive them quite dif- 
traded. 'Twas after Eric's death and that of his fucceflbr, that time 
labouring with new births, produced the Semiramis of the north, 

3 G » Margaret 



420 PROM A, D. 1 350, TO THE YEAR i4oa [ch. xxii. 

Margaret of Waldemar, who wc have feen uniting under her own 
government the frozen realms of Denmark, Sweden* and Norway r 
endeavouring, as it fliould appear, to fynthctize fomc parts of Europe,- 
and ccmeni them; while thefouthern nations were breaking into parts. 
The death of Gregory XL threw all Italy, and thofe countries im- 
mediately connedlcd with it into terrible confufion. The fchiiin was* 
tremendous. Urban VI. was inaugurated at Rome, to which place 
the late pope had transferred the feat of majefty ; Clement VII. 
reigned at Avignon. The Italian populace had befieged and cla- 
moured round the conclave, '* No French man> no Frenchman — a 
*' Roman fovereign or death," till the cardinals were frighted into 
their firft eleftion of Bartolo Bari, a native of Naples, but refpeded by 
the whole peninfula for his ftri<?l life and manners. His unfeafonable 
fcverities however, incenfcd many nobles, who then complained of the 
undue cleAion, and favoured the caufe of a gentler and politer Cle- 
ment, whofe prctenfions were abetted by Charles the Wife of France,, 
a man of eloquence and learning like himfclf, and who coUeAed nine 
hundred books placed in the library at the Louvre. The kings of 
Caftile and Scotland declared for this party, while England remained 
with the Roman pontiff refidcnt in Italy. Urbanifts and Clementine* 
divided all Chriflendom between them, and tearing the ecclcfiaflical 
power in pieces, tore likewife the veil which had till then concealed 
much mifcondud. Difgraceful truths were told on both fides, and 
while the partizans of one pope thought they were only tormenting: 
his rival — all aided in reality the feft of Wickliffc, which fpared no 
pains in pulling out the black deformities of the ^^/^//^w^r, rcgardlefsr 
of any particular individual, and expofing them to open view. The 
commons too, in ours and other countries, filently won thdr way 
through this whole century, (for church and flate arc neceflarily con- 
nefted) and as the tiers ctat of clergy gradually weakened, the plebeian 
order ftrengthened in proportion : for king and barons found their af- 
fiflance ufcful, to counterad what each termed incroachment in the 

other. 



€H. XXII.] FROM A. D. 1350, TO THE YEAR 1400. 4M 

other. Nor were the charafters of tbofc who now contended for thc^ 
command of every prince's confcience, Icfe luckily deiigned for pro* 
moting the deftrudion of both. 

When John XXIL had been oppofed and- thwarted' many years by 
Corbarius the anti*pope^he ordered him on the very firft appearance of- 
iubmiilion, to be ablblved and brought before him,, when he received 
Ihe kifs of peace beftowed with kind and Chriilian hafte for reconcile* 
ment, manifefted by that meek fpirited' and exemplary pontiff: M^ 
men on the contrary, had no Ipirit of yielding or of forgiving, and' 
ftood upon their own independence completely, recklels of the com* 
mon cauie, and perfuaded of* their own right to the iubmiflion of man^ 
kind. * 

Urban, who wore a hair-lhirt next his ikin; and^ mortified his ffeffir 
by voluntary tormcnts,^ took feven rebellious cardinftis, and tying them 
m feven :• facks, threw them into Tyber; Clement received with, 
elegance and fplcndour, thofe who inclined tt) run from fb rough a- 
mailer, and the fchifmlafted F think, fifty years. Meantime Spain 
ieemed as if recovering from Peter's cruelty, her wounds cteled, under 
Henry's rcign^ furaamedt the Gracious: but Mahomet,, the Moor oF- 
Granada, poifbned him in a pair of envenomed boots-: his {on John 
-who iuccecded,- fell from his horic and died in >lefs than twelve years ^ 
After his father, and one of his unhealthy progeny, Henrys fumamed 
tiic-Sick,. wore ArragoniaV crown, when the year 1400 fkw England's 
peers di/graced.by a new power> cxorcifed now for the firfl time by- 
kings, the making nobles by royal patent : a dreadftil blow upon the 
ariftocracy, adcniffion^to which body was tiU that hour denied to every 
poffiHe -tnerit, (ave ddfcent— a-prodigious prerogative acquired by mo** 
narchs, who in the beginnings as^i we may fbppofe, ufcd it fpatingly. 
and with caution: but while fbvercigns of Separated ftates grew 
powerful, the weflem, and infinitely more ftill the eaftcrn empire, was . 
fHttering fifl away. Robertibn obferves, that although much fplcn-^^ 
dour of appcar9pcc.£iw)^ the cpuxitof Vienq,aj^the {»ince&asi4 infcfior 
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rftates of the empire were fubjctfts only in name, each of them poflefs* 
ing a. complete. municipal jurifdi<5lion within the precinds of his own 
•territory. All theie accidents combined to cncreafe the power of the 
Turk, who, when he heard that the young king of France had taken 
the Ulies CfleurdelysJ for his device in coat armour, becaufc emblc- 
.-matick of his youth and innocence ; rlaughcd and obfervad, " That the 
*' young king of England was /ending x)ver his uncle Thomas of 
** Woodftock to mow them down/* In efFeft, Bajazet, fucceiTor te 
Amurath, took that method with all whom he fufpededvof oppofition, 
and his ilrangling Jacvip, the next brother to the thcone, iet a favago 
jalhion, ibon imitated by fuccceding Ottomans. The ftory of this ty- 
rant .allowing court fees for adminiftration of juftice, is like wife ftrik- 
ingenough. His favoured fool Sinam, being excited to the work by 
Ali Baffa, one day when he thought his mailer in:good humour, drofled 
himfelf up as an ambaiTador, and Pegged to be fent as iuch to the 
iGreck emperor—*' For what purpo£b ?" iaid B^azet — '* To requeft 
'** fome of his poor miferable bare-^footed friars for us to nwke judges 
*' of-— now my dear lords arc fent to prifon,'* fays the jelter^ " I can, 
tteplifid the fultan^ '* fupply *hcir plsKres with my own fubjeds'*— 
*^ We have none as learned in our realms,*' anfwered the fool— 
^' Well, well, you loved them,'* -cried the fovcrdgn, " but they took 
^' fees, and I will have their heads fent mc to-morrow/' *' *Tis juft 
^* for that reafon/* fays the fly Ethiopian, *' that I am going to fetch 
^' thofe fooliih Chriftiaas hidier, as no men but they who take an 
^' oath to ftarve themfelves, will forbear accepting fees wJ^en you give 
^' them no falaiy/' '* ThechiW is right," rejoined the Turk after a 
moment's pauib, " 'tis a falfe prejudice; Til make my cadis, or 
" crown-lawyers, a handfome appointment in future, and till I have 
'^ done fo they may tak« the fees — ^bring the lords here again.'* 
3ut Tamerlane's* exploits attrad more forcibly the nxomentaiy glance 
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oi Retf-oJpeSIlon. A bright illuminated fpotis be, irradrated by glorice 
^f fuperior worth to all the oriental heroes, A new charader paffing, 
too quick acrofs the confined field of our mental telefcopc. Nor Pagan- 
»or Mahometan, nor Chriftian nor Jew ; this wondrous pattern of ex-^- 
celling virtue, burft fuddenly upon the aftoniftied world ;. and added ta 
his conquefts the- merit of difcovery. An immenfe tra<ft of eaftern- 
Scythia had, during'all the ages we have reviewed, lain far remote and 
heedleis of thofe ftrugglcs which changed the face of Europe, and dif^-- 
turbed thenatVal apathy of Afia, everdifpofcd to flumber life away in 
the dull round of fenfual pleafures, and to* exclude care from her- 
ftrong-built feraglio. The Chincfc empire ercdledon her confines by. 
Fohe or Noe, had rarely been approached, and little thought on; Trajarr 
himfelf tried not to pafs the facred Ganges, though he had thrown a 
bridge over Donaw> and Pompey was eafily contented with thofe li-^ 
mits which Alexander had. been taught to think, reftrained the race of 
man. But Tamerlane now (hook thofe worlds^ the Macedonian chief 
once wept fof, and fiione a- pfodigyof valour and good fortune*. He. 
fell upon, the unprepared and vainly- wife Chinefcr won from them- 
many provinces and. diilrids^ and on his return, through eaftem Sc^^- 
thia> or in more modem language Mufcovy, he dropt. down unex--- 
pe<5tedly on. the Greek empire, vifited with admiration the ncgledled" 
city of Conftantinople, and meditated her prcfervation from the up-^ 
lifted arm of Bajazet, juft terror of terreftrial multitudes. John Pa- 
laeologus had afifociated his third fon in ] 384,which preference, having 
irritated. the elder brother, fie had declared war of courfe> and weak- 
ened the fceptre by civil difTention that ended in imprifbnment of 
thofe who bore iv 

o^ld, . furaamed him Timvivlang PoHgnao fays ; Tioiur the Lame, as in our weftern an-* 
oals, Henry tiie Limping. This French writer fets his meridian later than does Ifaac- 
fbn, whofe chronology from Berg. Ann. Turc. was in^high reputation in days .ie6^ 
Aftaat tbaaoor own from the event. 

The. 
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The Turks however, on pretence oT taking fides in this family- 
quarrel for icarccly-cxiftcivt power, pulled the princes out again by 
threats, and Andronicus was given up to repent in the fultan's 
court, his hafty refentmcnts againft Emanuel. In this ftate were the 
.aiFairs af Chriftianity in the eaft, when its tyrannick mafter had fub- 
mittcd all TheffaJy and Thrace, and the Morea to his fway: not 
contented to conquer the king of Caramania, Bajazet hung him up 
on his own palace walls, and being as Knollys fays, furious of nature, 
and in anger dreadful, was, notwithftandlng, defied by the brave 
Comte de Ncvers, who brought into the field 2000 chofen knights. 
Frenchmen, to fight againft as many infidels, their tyrant at their 
'head. The event was fatal to our fcarlefs Europeans. Relcntlefs Ba- 
jazet dcftro}'ed them allj and cropt the flower of Catholick nobility. 
in this courageous ^hief the virtuous Tamerlane dcfcried an enemy fit 
for his fword to conquer and correct : lipon the plains of Stella 'twas 
they met, where Mithridates had been beat by Pompey, and Beli- 
farius, fix hundred years after that, had drenched the arid foil with 
Gothick blood. The Turk and Tartar here fought hard for viAory, 
ivhich fixed.at length upon the creft of honour ; and Bajazet, yet un- 
fubmitting^o hie fate, was feized, while his opponer>t fcoracd to 
take his life — but in a moving-prifbn brought him on, caged as a 
^Id deftrucJlive animal, not to be tamed by mild or gentle ufagc. No 
entry was ever fecn more glorious than that of Tamerlane into Con- 
ftantinople, which fmcc the^days of itsfirft founder, had never yet be- 
Jhcld fo great a man. With matchlcfs probity he there refufed the 
offer of a town he fo admired, a finking empire he had fo preferved ; 
and leaving Palaeologus in the throne, returned to adminifter ftrift 
Juftice in his native country, and keep his own perfuafion unprofancd. 
'Twas in or near A. D. 1400, when this brave prince fcfigncd his foul 
into the hands of that Creator whom alone he worfhipped, being in the 
moft abfolutc fcnfc a dcift, theofophite or unitarian : without religion 
therefore, though graced with virtues that would have adorned the 

bcft 
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bell : it is however, exceedingly observable, that as this heroick cha- 
racter tolerated all opinions, although his own led him to think no 
ecclefiaftical eftablifliments neceflary, fo with hina his empire feems 
to have extinguiihed. A Iblitary ftar he fhone,but unfupported by bor- 
rowed light, his own not being eternal, though inherent ; heaven re- 
fumed it : left his example might be followed by thofc. who would. 
have imitated his errors — ^npt his conduft* 
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CHAP. XXIII. 
FROM A. D. 1400, TO THE YEAR 1425. 

WE muft now turn our retroJpe5lwe eye back to the wcftern em- 
pire, where Wenceflaus, feized with a new humour of pro- 
tefting the hitherto hated Jews from maflacre in Bohemia, and not in 
the leall ftudious to fupport, by ftridnefs of morals, that extraordinary 
liberality which he profefled in matters of religion ; became ill thought 
on, and was at length driven out. His various efcapes and odd ad- 
ventures, marked with his own hand on his own Bible, I had the An- 
gular pleafure of feeing and examining at Vienna ; where the pretty 
waflierwoman's tenderly-requited kindnefs to her fovereign, remains 
recorded in a very neat miniature on a margin of the New Teftament, 
with lefs propriety than gratitude. Wenceflaus therefore, though ugly, 
found friends among the fex ; and although farnanicd the Indolent 
when feated on his throne, ceafed not by reftlcfs endeavours to regain 
it, after he had provoked his fubjcdls to withdraw their allegiance. He 
di^d king of Bohemia in 1418. A terrible pcftilencc during this pe- 
riod wafted Folonia ; and Cafimir's unkindnefs to his queen, daughter 
to a landgrave of Heflc, was fuppofcd to have called this vengeance 
down on a yet unenlightened nation. Her death gave him an oppor- 
tunity of leading a life lefs offenfive with Hedwigis, a confort of his 
own country, who was lefs irkfome to him with complaints of the 
coarfe manners in Polonia, and the preference (he gave to a more po- 
liflied though lefs powerful court. By this lady however Cafimir left 
.only two daughters, whom Lewis of Hungary foon threw into confine- 
ment. 
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ment, leaving their aunt, his mother, guardian over ifiem, and return- 
ing fouthward himfeU' in fearch of pleafures, which Buda could better 
bcftow than melancholy Cracow. There- however the queen regent, 
funk in fenfuality, hid her enormous vices from mankind, while taxes 
and tortures ib worried the poor fubjed:s, that fome lords fent a monk 
to let Lewis know that a rebellion was inevitable. He, at the inftiga- 
tion of his wicked mother, poifoned the monk, and made the vile 
biftiop, her confeflor, regent ; aflbciating him in power with the lady, 
who died in confequence of her exceffes, whilft her colleague ran 
madly up a hayftack after fbme peafant wench who fled his violence, 
and breaking his neck by a fall flie gave him from the top, completed 
the averfion taken to Lewis and his friends. Some noble Poles now 
met on horfeback, and refolved to pull the princefles from prifon. 
Hedwigis the elder was married to Ladiflaus, and reigned in peace over 
her native country ; while Mary, fcarce fourteen, was given to Sigif- 
mund, the impious but powerful emperor of the weft. ' 

John the Delicate and Henry the Sickly, had during this time feebly 
fopported the Spanifh fceptre ; but Ferdinand, furnamed the Honeft, 
brother to this laft-namcd fovereign, redeemed the honour of the old 
Ccltiberians, and taking Anquiterra, drove the Moors before him/ 
Fluflied with conqueft, he attempted Sicily, and added it to the pof- 
ieflions of the houfe of Arragon. This fovereign encouraged learning 
and learned men, and had the happinefs of feeing the Bible tranflated 
into the Portugueze tongue, i 

France meanwhile was a prey to civil commotions. Charles VI; 
furnamed le Bien-aime, felt his reign in early days difturbed by a fedir 
tion of the Mailktins ; for in every nation now Symptoms appeared of 
ftrength and a refifting power in the people, not dreamed of by the 
antecedent princes of Europe, and too little dreaded even by thofe that 
in this fifteenth century courted their kindnefs, in order to balance 
them againft the barons' power. The Flemings had revolted too,, 
fcorning their fovereign; and Charles the Weil-beloved met and chaf- 

3 H 2: tifedl 
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tifed them on the plains of Rofbach, where Frederick of PruiHa gain- 
ed a famous battle in our own times. The fame places are naturally 
fought out for the fame purpofes, and more than one vidory is boafted 
by many iituations convenient for mutual hoftility, A fun-ftrokc on 
the king's return to Paris robbed him for many weeks, months I be- 
lieve, of his fine intellefts, by bringing on a phrenzy fever, which left 
his nerves fb fhattered that he never more pofTeiled the powers of mind 
or body neceffary for governing a great nation. His fifter Ifabella,* 
married to our Richard II. was ient home by the fucceffor, and wedded 
in happier nuptials to the Due d'Orleans. Henry IV. meanwhile 
puihed condefcenfion to the lower orders further than any Elnglilh 
prince before had done ; and Shakcfpear I fuppofe exaggerated but 
little when he faid, that 

A brace of draymen bid God fpecd him well, 

And had the tribute of his fupple knee. 

With thanks my countrymen, my loving friends, &c. 

But Henry's title being more than weak, he made it a point to con- 
ciliate thofe whom Richard, more confident and fecure, had fcrupled 
not to opprefs. His reign, like thofe of moft ufurpers, feems wholly 
ipent in efforts to keep himfelf upon that throne by force, to which 
he had been raifcd by fraud and accident. Another circumftance arofc 
to keep the right heir from his crown, by the hot paffions of Owen 
Glendour, who in a private war upon the carl of March's territories, 
took the boy prifoner ; for he, although but thirteen years old, was 
fighting befide his uncle and guardian. Sir Edmund Mortimer, in the 
•field ; and Henry, happy he was thus difpofed of, went on to punifh 
other rebels, the Archbifhop of York being one. To the aftonilhment 
of mankind, he was executed, and Wicklift'e's notions were vifibly prac- 
stifed and realized in his execution. 

* It was King Richard's firft queen, Anne, that introduced j/f^-faddles for ladies to 
ride upon in England. 

The 
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The Commons, under this democratically- difpofed fbvereign, began 
to feel their own increafing confequence ; and if, in order to tread 
down the nobles, they now and then did make unwary conceffions to 
their fubtle monarch, they proved their fenfe of iiich conceffions* dan- 
ger by diligent retrajdioiji of them. Againft his deareft hope of new- 
eilablilhing the crown upon heirs-male^ thereby tacitly t'exclude the 
houfe of Mortimer, the Ho^ie of Commons, fcar'd at the idea of a 
falique law, inlifled on the fucceilion of princeiTes and their ifTue ; nor 
durft the king oppofe fuch a requeft, for fear the earl of March'9 pxt5- 
tenfions might be ipoken of. 

Churchmen next • lent an excufe for their ill-gotten wealth to be 
examined into. It was their way in England to oblige their villains 
or vaflals to marry free heirefles ; by which coUufion numberlefs ihiall 
eilates came into their hands. The people made a calculation of all 
the ecclefiaftical property, and offered to poffcfs Henry of 20,aooL 
o*year, dividing the reft among fifteen hundred new earls whom he 
was to create ; and found out that the clerical fundions would be 
tetter performed by fifteen thoufand parilh priefts, paid at the rate of 
feven marks o'year. The prudent prince however law plainly thsjt 
things were not ripe as yet for fuch large depredations : he knew the 
papal power was not fo declined as to have fufFered thefe immenfc cn- 
• croachments ; he feared left all the world fhould cry againft him as a 
Wickliffite, and raife commotions that perhaps would end in letting 
youthful Mortimer upon the throne. He therefore burned a wretched 
Iddlard of no family, as proof of his catholicifm ; rejefting the proposal 
of the Commons, and conciliating, in fome mcafure, the half alarmed 
and much offended clergy. 

One other incident demands a moment's glance of Retro/pe£iion, 
merely to prove the prodigious advances made by freedom under the 
reign of this great duke of Lancafter. His eldeft fon protefted a riotous 
companion, who had been condemned by Gafcoigne, the chief-jufticc, 
for fome enormous offence, and found no fafeguard from young Henry's 

favour. 
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favour. The prince, amazed to hear a man he countenanced was ftill 
detained in prifon by the laws, flew to the bench and ftruck the judge 
who fate there. The judge however had fo profited by the new doArines, 
that much more mindful of his own place's dignity than of the petu- 
lant fally of a hot-headed youth ; he gravely proceeded to commit the 
prince htmfelf^ and the king praifed his noble-minded conduA. While 
by fuch methods our Henry IV. heftowed that independence which he 
fought to obtain, and beftowed it too on thofe who had been hitherto 
looked down upon as mere appendages to greatnefs, and treated like 
the cattle which their paftures fed ; the commons of the realm rofe 
each moment in refpedability : their agriculture improved, their fhecp 
increafed ; corn was exported, wool was manufaftured ; and when 
they grew important, they found out they were aggrieved. A reiadcr 
of hiftory, from this hour will find the lower order ever reillefs, evet 
uneafy : they had tafted the tree of knowledge, and knew all their 
wants. The folitary Indian thus, among the Cordilleras de los Andes, 
worfhipt the invifible Naiad of the ftream which cooled his grot and 
gratified his third ; but* tracing the rivulet up to its origin, which he 
cxpefted to find paradifaical, he came, after long toil, to the foot of a 
tremendous glacier, the rough cataraft pouring floods of foam down a 
black rock. '* And is it fo indeed, (fays he) that keen rcfearch repays 
" her votaries ?*' It is fo : Oh then let the fpirit of invefligating deeply 
refl a while : a<3: well your parts, readers, each in your feparate fphere; 
-and' for knowledge of paft times, fpare from the prefent only a mo- 
mentary glance of general Retro/pefHon. The irregular behaviour of 
an eldcft fon was not a misfortune confined to England's king : Ro- 
bert carl of Fife, made regent of Scotland during his father's ftate of 
imbecility, imprifoned Alexander, a younger brother, for burning the 
cathedral church of Murray; and when at length he came himfeifto 
reign, the ftrange licentious manners of his heir, young David duke of 
Rothfay, were fo offenfive and intolerable, that he was forced tobaniih. 
the boy, and fomc old authors fay he died of want. The Iriflx had 

been. 
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been firmly hold together by Richard II. in defpite of deeds which 
hourly provoked and invited infurreftion. Our fovcrcign's daughter 
was the wife of Eric, the nephew and alTociate heir of warlike Mar- 
garet de Waldemar; while Joan, daughter to the carl of Holland, 
queen of Bohemia and emprefs by her marriage with Wenceflaus, left 
a fon William, furnanicd the Young. This prince, wedded with Phi- 
lippa of Flanders, being at dinner in the French court, an officer came 
forward and cut off the table-cloth before him, to fcparate his feat in 
a difgraccful manner from that of the company ; becaufe the death of 
Count William II. which happened 07ily one hundred and forty years 
before, had never been revenged by his family. *^ It was pardonable, 
" cried the herald, that his fucccflbr fhould forget an offence by which* 
'^ he came to the crown at fix months old. William the Good like- 
^' wife might have flood excufed : his fcrupulous mind, ever em- 
^' ployed in framing penances for imaginary faults and fancied crimes, 
'* was unlikely to have profecuted fuch an affair as that. William the 
" Mad could not be trufled with the fvvord of juflice ; but that none 
*' fliould for a century and a half have undertaken to wield it, was a 
" (hame to chivalry." In confequencc of this harangue the youth re- 
turned home, called together friends and followers, and flimulating 
them to the enterprife by an account of his own ill ufage when at Paris, 
a war againfl the Frifons was begun fuccefsfully ; the body of this in- 
jured anceflor was dug up, and brought in triumph to Valenciennes, 
where it was buried with pomp and pageantry, according to the fpirit 
of the times. That fpirit doubtlefs was excited and kept warm by 
metrical chronicles and pedigrees in rhyme, which Wartoh tells us of 
in thehiflory of poetry, and which tended no little towards keeping in 
all countries the afpiring flame alive. 'Twas to extinguifli fuch recol- 
Icftion in poor Cambria that cruel Edward I. had killed the bards. 
But Chaucer now refined our language, and wrote vcrfes for the cour- 
tiers, of which he was one, being a kinfman to the houfc of Lancaf tcr, 
that drove forward every pofTible improvement. The genius for de- 
votion 
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Totion, however, fecms oddly mingled with all his ideas, though light 
and playful, often indecently fo ; but 'tis pretty and curious when the 
birds are made by him to fing mafs upon May- day, the eagle taking 
Vent Creator, a popingjay Call enarrant, the owl Benedicite, whilft 
Te Deiim is chanted in alternate ftanzas by a thru/h. Querc whe- 
ther nightingales were then known in Great Britain? her ftrains 
would fiircly not have been forgotten. Our rougher dialeft indeed now 
fmoothed apace, and flic wed itfelf capable of wit and elegance. There 
was a llrong pufli made for a change of manners in mankind. Wcft- 
minfter Abbey was enlarged about that time, oil-painting arrived in^ 
fight of i^s uttermoft point of perfeAion, and fculpture feemed revived^ 
in Italy, as once in Greece, where fijgurcs firft began to live, and 
ftruggle too for immortality, fb long as this globe fliall. laft. 

A company of linen-weavers meantime increafed Great Britain's^ 
growing opulence, and London found herfelf well fupplied with coals. 
The German genius hovering over the mines of fulphur and faltpetre, . 
dug up deftrudion to the fons of earth, while cards were invented or 
imported from the eaft for amufement of the French king. This is 
national charafter. But the rebuilding Weftminfter hall, and the 
newly introduced ufagc of pleading in Englifli an Englifliman's caule, . 
arrcfts our hurried fight more forcibly, becaufe it paves the way, 'tis 
plain, for ampler reformation. He who can.ufe his tongue to plead* 
for property before his prince, will learn to plead for mercy in't before 
his God; nor long remain confined to utter founds, of which himfelf. 
knows not the meaning. tJniverfities indeed were Springing up on 
every fide : St. Andrew's, Leipfick, Salamanca, difFufed reviving know- 
ledge round the world ; and even northern nations now ftieltered her 
ftirinking branches : when lovely Hedwigis, the queen of Poland, left 
a large legacy for colleges at Cracow. 

Alexander V. who attained the dignity of pope only through his 
virtue and learning, and who confidered himfelf merely as an inftru- . 
mcnt of Providence to unite once more under one head a church lately 

divided 
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-<iividcd againil herlclf, and in greater danger of falling than thofc 
who headed either party could forefee ; >contributcd fo largely to the 
caufe of literature, that from a rich billiop (as he faid) he became a 
poor cardinal, and was contented to die a very beggarly pope : efcaping 
ealily the charge of nepotifm, for heliad never known parent or bro- 
ther, iiftcr, uncle, or any tie of blood, nearer than fomc one who pre- 
tended to be his coufin, becaufe like him he had been bom in Candia ; 
and Alejcander, laugliing, drove him from the door. 

-Such charadcrs were now neceflary to maintain the papacy, which 
3enedid and Boniface had fhakcn by their ill-"timed contefts ; and 
"which Innocent. and Gregory had as vainly ftrugglcd to fupport with 
empty menaces and fallacious miracles. The firft had been derided by 
the Florentines, who, when they refufcd corn to Rome, were threatened 
with an interdict, which never was laid on, for fearit fliould be laughed 
■ at inftead of regarded.: and as to the fatfc miracles, they had been de- 
tefted by John Hufs, confeflbr to Sophia of Bavaria, whom Alexander 
niildly exhorted to filence, but in vain. This bufy fpirit, warm with 
the notions that WicklifFe had inftilled, fcarcely defpaired of convert- 
ing the pope himfelf ; whofe candour and fciehce laid him open to 
jconviftion, and who had himfelf written a beautiful treatifc on the 
immaculate conception of our bleflcd Lady, which l^utlier many years 
after could not, and did not difapprove. 

Cardinal Coffa ho^^vcver, .the trufted friend and favourite of (bis 
mild and .virtuous fovcreign, lured him avray from Rome to Bologna, 
where he foon died, in tortures not much inferior to thofe fuffered by 
Edward II. of England, having had death adminiftered to him in a 
poifoncd e^hctna : vsrhile Coffa was quietly eleAed pope, under the well- 
known name of John XXIII. His elcftion was Angularly bold, as his 
life was eminentlv wicked: he threw St. Peter's mantle over his flioul- 
ders, and cried " 'Tis 1 who am chofcn now to the pontificate." 'EgQ 
Jiim papa. The ^conclave was awed, and the unhappy choice confirmed. 
Sigifmund, a charadler of no more virtue than Coffa, cleiled himfelf 
Vol, J. 3 1 to 
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to the empire in a mode not much diflimllar. When Rupert of Bcc- 
varla died, and the cledors met, he was firft, as Marquis of Brandcn- 
bourg enquired of, whom he preferred as worthy of the imperial 
crown. " Myfelfy Lords !" was the haughty and little cxpefted reply ; 
^ for Sigifmund is able (continued he) to rule the world, and I know 
*' not of whom elfe I can fo fay." Sigifmund however was apt to mif- 
take confidence for ability. Surveying his army and that of the allied 
Chriftians near Nicopolis, '* What need have we to fear the Turks 
^ falling on us," exclaimed this impious prince ; " if heaven itfHf were 
'* to fall, here are troops that could hold it up with their halberts.** 
From thofe plains however he made hafte to run, when heaven, to 
punifli fuch mad pride, forced his fine fbldicrs to fly before the infi- 
dels : yet was this emperor ftill felf-fufficient, obtrufive, and injurious. 
When he was vifiting poor Charles VI. at Paris, his curiofrty led hirrt 
to the courts of juftice, where a caufe of confiderable property was ac- 
cidentally trying before the judge, one Sigrit having endeavoured to 
wreft it from the right pofleflbrs, but was at length baffled, be- 
caufe having made fomc pretence which none but knights could 
claim, the bufinefs ended, and fentencc was about to be pronounced; 
but Sigifmund, who fate as a fpeftator, and till then hicognitOy leaped 
forward and fuddenly knighted the fellow, putting on his fpurs him- 
fclf, and fwearing he fliould not lofe his caufe for want of that cere- 
mony being performed. 'Twas on the honour of this emperor, who 
had in no tranfaAion of his life (hewn any care for juftice or decorunr, 
that John Hufs and Jerome of Prague, the new reformers, depended 
for protedion ; when by a folemn command, figned by himfelf, in a 
fafe conduft given them to arrive at the council of Conftance without 
let or hindrance, and with full permiflion to pafs, ftop, ftay or return 
freely ; he figned the fame with his own fignet, and pledged imperial 
faith for their kind treatment. All hiftories record the horrid perfidy ; 
all nations acknowledge thefe unhappy men as martyrs to opinions 
now thought wifely of, even by thofe regions who then looked with 

calmnef^ 
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<{almnefs oh the flames which burned the profeflbrs of them. Hufs 
had for three days preached againil the enormous wickednefs of the 
clergy, and maintained the right which all alike pofleflcd to the re- 
ceiving of the euchariftick cup ; yet had he never prefumed to admi- 
niiler it, though he faid mafs publickly at Conftance, where pope and 
emperor, and Tour patriarchs, twenty-nine cardinals, three hundred 
and fixty-five archbifhops and bifliops, five hundred and iixty-five ab- 
bots and do6kor3, with no fewer than fixteen thoufand princes, nobles 
and knights, made a temporary refidence. That three hundred and 
twenty minflrels, troubadours and jongleurs, fix hundred barbers and 
fcven hundred common courtezans, Ihould" follow fuch an aflemblage 
of nobility, need not be wondered at ; but I think little Conftance 
never could have held one half of them. Hiftory indeed makes flender 
rcfiftance agalnft the gripe of a rigorous computift. Wc will try to 
accomiiK>date all fides, by fuppofing fome buildings to have been 
crefted which time or hands, the purpofc once efFeded, have thrown 
down. There is a mention of the horfes being in danger of ftarving 
for want of fodder ; whilft all gravely attended the ftake, and heard 
Hufs finging pfalms in the midft of the fire, profcffing to obfcrve the 
tovni's appellation in his own confiant endurance of the torments foolifli 
zeal infli<fted, and telling his companion that the fathers were only 
roafting an cAAgoofe now (alluding to his name pronounced in the Bo- 
hemian dialed*) but that from his aihes fhould in future days fpring 
up a white fuoauy who fhould fly over all their heads. Protcftants 
have fincc applied that happy predidion to Luther. 

Something retributive however ought to be told, before we turn 
from fuch RetrcffpcSi away ; and it fhould above all things be remem- 
bered, that Gregory XII. anti-pope, and refident, I think, at Avignon, 
accufed John XXIII. of a long lift of heinous and truly atrocious 
crimes before this very council, adding the murder of his amiable pre- 

• Hufs, gutturally pronounced like Choos^ Gcofe. 

3 I 2 dccefTor 
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dcceflbr to the number. John generoufly offered to plead guilty, and 
confefs all the charges ; perfuaded that popes could only b<^ depo&d for 
herefy. In this however his friends over-ruled him, and he fled the 
town difguifed as a poftlUion. 

Sigifmund meanwhile, who betrayed the men this cruel pontiff 
martyred, had an Italian favourite, enc Pipo,.a Florentine by birth^ 
and whom no friendfhip could cure of prejudices againfta^ German 
Ibvereign. This man, that he made general in his wars agatnil the 
Venetians, underftanding their language, as h© comically urged; better 
than the emperor s guttural pronunciation, took a long purfe from Mo-- 
cenigo, then doge, and gave him an opportunity of cutting off the 
whole army. His perfidious prince however, detefting treachery ia^ 
any one except himfcif, meited ibme gold in a crucible, and pouring it 
hot down wretched Pipo*s throat, puniflied a traitor, and at the fame 
time condemned his own paft condu6l. A five years truce with Venice 
ended the difpute, and gave that republick leifure to adorn Its growing 
greatnefs. Part of St. Mark's church was burned by accident, and 
part of the ducal palace. It wasdecreed that none ihould, upon pain 
of paying 1000 ducats, move for the building them anew. Mocenigo 
paid the fine, and began the beautiful fabrick at his own expence, 
which I faw exifling in the year 1786* " Whatever this happy ftatc 
'* undertook," fays Tliloria Fiorentina, " commonly fucoeded even be- 
" yond its hopes ; and if they loft by war they won by ncgociation ; 
*' fo that peace ftill found Venice happier, richer, wifcr than before.'* 
Venezla ricca^faggia^ ejignorile. The Florentines too, under their pa* 
triot ruler John de Medicisr were cultivating arts and fciences, not 
arms. Their dread of the Bi/cione, or Milancfe, fo called from the 
coiled ferpent worn as coat-armour by Vifconti, made them cling 
clofcr to that ftate which had wedded and could rule the Adriatick fca, 
and called in commerce with every gale that blew. Their Tufcan 
artift Michelozzi was employed in making drawings from Venetian 
architeAure, Their learned Traverfari played the interpreter in con- 
ferences 
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ferenibes with the Greeks ; and every ftate of Italy, although in politi- 
cal interefts difunited, appeared of one accord to refolvC; that the pe* 
ninfula which once had ruled the world fhould now enlighten, civilize, 
seftore it. 

Poggio* dug out the claflick authors from thofe ruins which go- 
thick barbarifm had heaped upon their heads, with diligence rarely 
attendant on genius like his own ; and Aretine*s aquila volante began • 
to fly. His pretty quaint epitaph fliews the eftecm his countrymen 
had of him, when they tell us how eloquence was ftruck dumb by his 
death ; hiftory put on a black robe, and the mufes ceafed not to llied 
tears upon his tomb. Andrea Verocchio meantime employed his pen 
and ink in drawhigs, which will live as long as writing would have 
lived, had printing never been difcovered. But this vaft genius ftudied 
engraving too, and there are many piftures of his painting : every in- 
vention was welcome to his mind which could contYibute to retain 
memorial of the human face divine, which tells the gazer that foul 
dwells within. 'Twas he firft found the method of taking perfect re- 
femblanccs with plafter of Paris ; and late to recompencc fuch powers 
fo applied, his is the boaft that Peter Pcrugi no, a name for ever to be 
revered, and Leonardo da Vinci, philofopher, profe{ror,y^?///tT of the 
nafcent arts ; ftudied their rudiments under Verocchio's eye. Martin V". 
a noble pope of the.Colonna family, confirmed the paiTion for know- 
ledge by his example ; and by a long exertion of mingled . princely 
with Chriftian virtues, fupportcd . the authority whiHl.he increafed 
the influence of the papal chair. But whilft the laurel new revived 

• He found Quititiitan, Silius Italicus, and Valerius Flacciis, under ground at Porto 
St. Gallo, where he ufed to go out at Florence, per pigllar frefcQ (to take the cool air) . 
as the Tufcans call it. His letter giving an account how thofe three MSS. were dif- 
covered under the tovver of a monaflery, ereSed on what was left of an old caflle 
built in pagan days,^/// exijls. 'Tls dated 1417, and direfled to the Council of Con- 
ftance, where all the^wife men were ailknibled, to prevent, (had it been poiliblc) the 
revival of leari^ing and of tafle. 

put 
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put forth frcfli beauties from the layers which had fo long lain con- 
cealed under a weight of earth, t/iat branch, (in our day become fo 
luxuriant) called fcenick or dramatick rcprefentatioii ; ftill lingered far 
behind. \Micn to the great council of Conftance ilocked half Europe 
for curiofity and entertainment, great Ihows and fcalls of courfe were 
made in the town; one of which being recorded for its magnificence, 
llicws us the pitiable ftate of fuch diverfions. A theatre however was 
here erefted for the firft time after the Vandal irruptions, and the firft 
ftagc play exhibited had for its fubjedl Herod and the Innocents. A 
knight came forward and begged the monarch's leave to take the ad- 
venture : the fool laughs at him ; the women w^ith their diftaffs beat 
him off the ftagc ; fome children fliriek, and then their mothers, 
making ufe of ftrangc methods, drive away the baffled adventurer ; 
and the king fays he will commit the murders himfelf. Even t/iis 
however was nearer to modern manners, than were the pageants fet 
on foot in Italy fome years before, when at Epiphany a large body of 
mendicant friars at Milan made the whole town fubfervient to their 
iliow, reprefenting the three kings* offering to our blefled Saviour : 
an immcnfe procellion of horfc and foot filling the ftreets, which were 
ftrcwn with ruflics for the purpofe, pacing on to where the caftle 
{lands ; and on that eminence a group was placed, habited in imita- 
tion of a holy family, dcftincd to receive the prefents of thefe magi. 
When I was laft in Italy, 1/80, the idea was not worn outr 
Naples exhibited the fclf-fame device ; but then the figures were in 
wood, or ivory, or filvcr, very fmall ; but wonderfully elegant, neat, 
and cxpenfive ; whole terraces or fuits of large apartments being al- 
lotted to this odd contrivance, and called Prejepio, This one at Milan, 
related of by Flamma, muft have been only a like fancy realized, a 
Jtvc Prefepio, afted all by friars, inftead of little figures from fix to 
twelve inches high. 

Edward the third of England's reign, famous for fhow and gala, pro- 
duced at Coventry the Creation of the World, played by a focicty of 

grey 
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grey monks ; one of whom was drefsM up in a laced robe for God 
the Father, with a triple crown of gilt leather on his head : and the 
market crofs fenced round ferved as a theatre. But KeiroJ^eSiton % 
eye is better engaged by his great- grandfon Henry, the once wild 
Prince of Wales, who on his father's death leaped into his feat, like 
feathered Mercury, and nothing fcrupulous to feize that crown which 
of due right belonged to his young coufm, heirefs and daughter of the 
earl of March; invaded France, and fo completely dazzled England 
by the bright fplendour of his martial glories, that all objeftions to his 
title were forgotten, and the dcfeds of it fwallowed up and loft in 
the exceflive perfonal regard paid to a youthful hero moft refembl- 
ing the never yet forgotten uncle to his father, Edward our Black 
Prince. There is a curious MS. extant at Cambridge, faying, upon the 
teftimony of one Maidftone, that Henry the fourth's body was flung 
into the fea, and nothing buried but an empty coffin, which was fo- 
lemnly interr'd, I think, at Canterbury. But I quote only from me- 
mory, and that imperfed. 

Hume fays, and wifely, that the predeccflbr of this military mo- 
narch, being inccflantly employed to keep a throne on which he knew 
he was no more than an ufurper, laid out much time in holding faft 
his friends ; and fufFered no man to enjoy court favour, but partlzans 
of the Lancaftrian houfe. Henry V. more confident and kind, threw 
open hi5 protecting arms to all of honourable characters ; and fb 
flrong feemed to be the fond attachment (hewn his perfon and go- 
vernment, that when France bribed fome nobles to aflaflinate him, 
the earl of March was foremoft to deteCl the confpiracy. If fuch the 
fkft, we plainly fee how Henry was adored : if, as fome authors fay, 
the earl involved in it was freely pardoned by his generous fovereign, 
wx fee ftill plainer he deferved their love. 

Unhappy Charles de Valois meanwhile, a prey to illftefs and inex- 
tricable confiifion, which probably contributed to increafe it ; faw his 
once-lovely kingdom torn by fadions, his family embroiled in dan- 
gerous 
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gcTous contentions ; the dukes of Berry, Burgundy, and Orleans, 
armed all againft each other, and Henry of England preparing to invade 
and claim the throne of France, regardlefs of their hi /alique, efta- 
bliilied for fo many centuries : although willing enough to wear the 
Britlfli crown himfelf, which in pure ftridnefs did belong to Anne, 
furviving fiftcr of forgiven Mortimer, who died unmarried, and was 
foon forgotten. But, like the gay rake in a modern comedy, our youth- 
ful king confidered gencrofity as the firft virtue, and left lame jufticc 
to halt after in the rear. That fpirit of chivalry however, and genius 
for the field, which had outgrown and ftifled the vices of his youth, 
conquered likewifc or foppreffcd ambition in his kindred ; and Henry 
felt himfdf truly rcfiftlefs both at home and abroad, ivhilft Exlward 
Langley, carl of Cambridge, fon to the duke of York, and hufband to 
Anne Mortimer, fought by his fide upon the plains of Agincourt- The 
viftory won that day was fo furprizing, that no annals within the 
reach of RetroJ^eSI pretend to equal it. The king appeared a prodigy 
of perfonal valour ; and Frenchmen, difcouraged by their own haplcfe 
fovcrcign*s incapacity, looked on affrighted and amazed, as at a comet; 
till ours had dictated the terms of peace, and had taken quiet pofTef- 
fion of their princefs, and in her (by new appointment) of the fuc- 
ceflTion ; to the flrange detriment of their young dauphin's right. But 
Paris was in the vigor's hands, and 'twas he there prefcribed his own 
conditions; when on Whitfunday 1421 poor Charles VI. infirm and 
..powcrlcfs, fate down to dine with him, too much difordered in his 
fpirits even to obferve the marked diftindion in th^ honours paid to 
Henry from thofe few conferred upon himfelf; and in a few months 
more, too ill to feel the advantage when his fuccefsful rival died, leav- 
ing a new-born fon, unable to proteft the conqucfls made for him -, 
conqucfts in themfclvcs glorious,, but wholly ufelefs ; fcrving to drain 
our nation of its heroes, and what an Englifhman much more laments, 
its rn^enue: that had been calculated at 56,OOoL o'ycar in. Henry 
-the third's time : and although later reigns had fccn trade flourifh and 

increafe. 
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increafc, young Henry, fifth of the name drove the national incx>me 
back to the fame fum, during the ten years that he held the fccptre; 
He pawned his jewels, and even pledged his crown, for money to fiip- 
ply his ruling paffion ; and carelefs of inducement or provocation to 
the battle, was with, or without reafon, bent on war. His motto 
fliould have been the bullying verfe in Congreve, 

Fighting for fighting*8 lake's fufficient caufe; 
Fighting's to me — religion and the lawsu 
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C HAP. XXIV. 
TO THE SACKING OP CONSTANTINOPLE, A. D. 1456, 

AND ITS IMMEDIATE CONSEQUENCES. 

TN this ihoft period many charafters prominent beyond all the reft, 
-L pais through the field of our reviewing teleicope, and croud the 
glafs of wearied RetroJpeSfion. But unity died with the deftruftian of 
monarchick government : and although the general blaze is heightened 
by the cluftering of various qualities in numerous perfbns; 'tis but fiich 
effeft as is produced by breaking a large diamond into fmall bits^ and 
letting them the modem way, tran/parent. Circumftances make great 
men in little times, and 'tis the fa<ft that forces out the charaAer. 

Our infant Henry being crowned at Paris, and his brave uncles iu- 
vefted with the regency, war entertained ambition with wide profpefts, 
contracting on approach indeed, but ftill Spreading again before the 
eyes of the great duke of Bedford, whofe valour and accomplifhments 
furpafs'd his fellows, and crowded knights and Yquires round his ftan- 
tlard. The duke of Glo'fter, his brave brother, ruled at home ; and to 
the cardinal dc Beaufort, legitimated fon to John of Gaunt, was con- 
iigned the baby king for education. The Houfe of Commons, grow- 
ing in weight and wifdom every day, faw that a long minority might 
•tend to increafe the nafbent power of the nation, while quarrels for 
high place amu£bd fhdfe nobles who had not leifure to obfcrve their 
own dcclenfion. Bcfides that, Charles le Bicn-aime being dead, and 
xthe young dauphin in no wife di%>fed Jo fee his country loft, his claims 

forgotten. 
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forgotten,- gave the bold EngUfh iafinite vexation, by drawing their 
vmies down among thofe provinces where loyalty to the old houfe ftill 
refided, and every day produced new difficulty in keeping what our 
conquering king had gained, Charles VIL was, in addition to all this,-. 
a man every way pleafmg to the French by charafter : his love of feaft- 
ing, his romantick paffion for Agnes de Sorel, his ever-unfubdued ge- 
nius for hoping, and the vigorous renewal of hoftilitics after every de- 
feat, endeared him to the nobles who furrounded his pcrfon ; although/ 
when one of them faw him looking over his bill of fareupon the plains- 
of Vernoeuil, he drew a deep figh — ** Why, what d'ye think of it?** 
exclaimed the monarch. " I think. Sir,'* replied Louis de la Hire, 
** that never kingdom was more merrily loft."* In efFeft, the vidory, 
and traft of c6untry loft that day to. his enemies, might reafonably 
have difcouraged the braveft campaigner ; and 'twas an accident, if 
ought in this world ihould be termed iiich, faved his crown. 

Jaqueline, countefs of Hainault and H611and, whofe father, old- 
count Egmund, died hydrophobous by the biting of a favourite dog ; 
was left by him fole pofTeftbr of thofe realms, upon condition that fhe 
fliould marry the young duke of Brabant, firft couiin to ambitious Bur- 
^ndy. She fubmitted, and folemnized nuptials which Ihe could not per- 
fuade herfelf to endure even three weeks, with a boy not quite fifteen' 
years old. Forefeeing that his relations would confine her, flic took 
the ftrange refolution of flying to England, and throwing herfelf oH' 
the.protedion of our duke of Glo'fter, a man flie never faw; but 
wlio, charmed with the adventure, and fcizcd with a violent paflion 
fi>r the countefs, a beautiful woman of fix and twenty years old, mar- 
ried her inftantly, even without papal difpenfation, and prepared to^ 
put Jiimfelf at the head of an army to re-inftatc hia fatal bride in her 
dominions^ Such a ftep was certain to offend the court of Rome, and 
difoblige for ever the duke of Burgundy, on *wholc alliance our afl^irs 

• Jc pcnfe qu'on oc feuraiL-pcrdre fon royaumc plu^gaicment*- 
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in France chiefly depended. It had ftill vvoirfc cfFeA. The cardinal 
de Beaufort, our intriguing bifhop of Winchefter, had long watcheda 
moment to attack the Lord Protedor, and his mad marriage with 
Jaquelinc afforded it. Feuds of this confequcnce called Bedford from 
his army at Vernoeuil to quiet them, and the affairs of France bore a 
much better appearance. * 

We will not yet however lofc fight of the lady, whofc connexion 
with England was, before a year expired^ diflblved, by an cxprefs com- 
mand of Martin V. : and Ihe accepting her lecrctary's hand, the lord 
of Borfelle, he was foon apprehended, put in prifon, and threatened 
witli immediate execution, if the countefs would not make her will 
diredly, declaring Philip duke of Burgundy, firft coufm to^hc duke 
of Brabant, her hein She figned the teftamentary dl/pofition, and 
'died of grief The youth who had originally caufed all thefe diforders 
was already ^cad of that confumption which he was flruggling with 
at the time he wedded Jaquelinc.; and the good duke of Glo'fter 
(fo he was called) comforted himfelf in the embraces of dame Eleanor, 
made odious to us by Shakeipear, and pleafing to no one by the pea 
of any hiftorian. 

Charles meanwhile, well named le Bicn-fcrvi, found himfelf a fc- 

cond time aiiiiled by a woman, towards the regaining his original rights 

Tt fccros as if the highefl and loweft of our fcx had been, without their 

expedation, oddly ,enlifted to ferve as inftruments towards this man's 

:Te-inftatcmcnt on the throne of his anceftors : for in this place a flrange 

phenomenon preffes upon pur powers of RetroJpeSly and claims a tran- 

.ficnt glance for Joan of Arc. This artlefs and illiterate maid, born 

in a. cottage,. bred. a xx)w-keeper, and at the age of twenty- feven years 

advianced to menial fervice in a coarfe country inn ; after fomc 

oights paifed in ftrange perturbation, was fiiddenly, and, as fhc faid, 

involuntfirily impelled to feek the tent of an old French officer, 

•then upon guard, and to demand of him fafe convoy and entrance into 

.a far diftant chmch,. St. Catharine, Fier a Bois, where, fhe informed 

hira. 
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him, was dqxofited a fword and ftandard fcvenfcorc years before, With 
which (he was commiffioned to defeat the EngUfli army, then lying 
entrenched before the town of Orleans ; raife its fiege certainly, and 
iee the rightful monarch crowned at Rheims. Baudricourt, the fc^ 
cond general in command, hefitated^ but awed by fuperftitious vene- 
ration, after a ihort panfe granted her requeft, and introduced her to 
his royal chieftain, who was no lefs aftonilhed in his turn at her dif- 
ceming him from all his courtiers, drcfled in the fame uniform ; and 
at her fteady and minute defcription of this all-conquering fword 
and banner brought from the Holy Land fo long ago, upon a great 
t^ccafion (he ne'er heard of, and laid up in a place fhe never could have 
irifited. The fame of Joan's ftrange enterprise ar^ errand to the 
church at Fier a Eois, flew to the Englifh -camp, and facilitated her 
ftiturc vidiory by previous amazement. A fiipply of provifion was 
iighed for by the garrifon : the warrior maid covered its embarkation, 
and got in with her convoy. She next harangued both armies from 
the tower, and -with impreffive eloquence perfuaded the duke of Bur- 
gundy's defeftion from the Englifh. Enthufiafm infpired her hopes 
and feconded her views ; at the warm inflant fhe with joy difplayed 
her heaven-fent flandard from the wails of Orleans, and in a happy fally -: * 

laved the town. Charles, freed from immediate prefTure, purfued with 
fpirit all his advantages ; Joan too performed her miffion in due time, 
and faw her lawful fovereign's coronation performed, as fhe had pro- 
mifed him, at Rheims. There fhe requefled that her courfe might 
end, and begged retirement to her cot again. Not being permitted, 
Ihe afTured the king that vi<ftory would not in any preternatural mode 
further attend her lleps. This fad afTertion, never believed or liflened 
to in the French camp, was notwithflanding verified too early ; and 
our fhocked fight fees with affliftion their long-^rcaded antagonifl 
made prifoner by fome French troops in Englifh pay, who, under 
pretence of herefy and witchcraft, burned her alhei 

Jll fuccefs followed their favage decifion : our invading armies were 

dr'rvcn 
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driven home baffled^ or cut to pieces on the continent ; and while: 
Gharles wifely employed, regulated the affairs of his own kingdom, andr' 
endeavoured to reprefs the rifing.infolence of his young, fon: our tutored^ 
monarch now married to Margaret, daughter of Regner, king of Sicily^; 
Icemed as if transferred over to her care, rather than emancipated from^ 
that of his uncles; wbofc mad quarrel and . ei^erlailing bickerings,^ 
ended but in- the cruel <fcath of Humphry, . lord protestor. Thia 
dreadful event to.which it was fuppoied, that Suffolk,. xhe. queen's fa-« 
Yourite was privy, roufed the. lords who loved the ftook of Mortimer^ 
to excite. Richard, fbn of Anne, by Edward earl of Cambridge, ta 
claim the crown.: he was then duke of York in right of his. father,; 
who died before the title came ta him, and . he; was only child befide» 
of the immediate: heirefs to our throme; yet was he loth to flir in. 
h^s own caufe, or make pretenfions which, his nearer ancefkors had 
waved : a Prince of Wales being bora too within the lafl {tycn years^ 
Richard lay, dormant till provoked paft bearing by the prOud duke of 
Somerfct, who fmce the death of Suffolk had alone pofTeflfed court far 
vour, both from king and queen. 

England meantime, wearied with continuing to lofc tnFhince what 
ihe of right ought never. to have gained there, grieved and growled; 
and Ihowed fure lymptoms of that internal war^ which i^ndcred our 
ifland afterwards a prey to- its own teeth. , Her haplefs fovereign ill- 
afTured of loyalty among, the lower ranks, or.of lany, except partial 
fondnefs from the higher,, felt the enfeebling ppwer of .fcruples creep 
on him, and gave the houfe of York^fpirit to difpute with pious 
Henry^ that dominioa it had contentedly yielded to the hand of his 
warlike father* What appears mQA offenfivc on a Rftroj^£}, is to obr 
ferve Richard the true heir of our. crgjjv^n^ meaoly fomenting popular 
infurre<aion3 unde» Jack Cade, the demagogue of thofe days, in order 
to fright his coufin from a throne. the gentle prince had no ilrong iur 
clination to contend for : while the Lancaflrian partizans,. not lu'ged 
byjuflice, but heated. with dcfire of rejefting diAates . from other 

nobles, , 
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nobles, no way their fuperior, took the ncw-fafliioned method of reft- 
ing their king's title on the peoples choice^ when by [a fort of national 
acceptance, his anti-predeceflbr came to the regal feat, 'Tis thus we 
fee the barons on both fides engaged, as *twere without their own 
confent, to pull down their own power, and fubftitute that of the 
commons. While the yet unregarded peafantry, who were fuppoicd 
to be reprefented by that houfe of parliament, ranged themfelves under 
their fuperior lords, and took the field as Yorkifts or Lancaftrians — 
the leaders of one party, Margaret and her fon, with Clifford, Somcrfet, 
and many more ; Richard of York upon the other fide, fupportcd by 
the earls of Salifbury and Warwick — a white rofe being the badge 
of honour on their part, a red rofe on the other, according, to 
the fpirit of the times. By letters which paft then in private 
families, we learn how high fubordination was kept up : Suf- 
folk, in fome hot battle on the continent, was flruggling in the 
foffe of a fortified town, and forced to yield to his antagonift. Eies 
vous noble? was the queftion— ^^// the reply; but the Frenchman 
confeft himfelf no knight. Our duke then fainting with the loft of 
breath and blood, begged his antagonift to kneel a moment, whilft he 
dubbed him chevalier with his fword ; then yielding himfelf his pri- 
Ibner, was borne off the field. The ftyle of married women of the 
higheft rank, writing to their huft^ands was, moft worfliipful lord, and 
I humbly and reverently requeft your lordftilp, to give me order and 
full confent for a new gown, in which to greet queen Margaret on 
her progrefs, &c. But we muft leave our little ifland to itfelf ; on 
the firft blood being drawn in that fierce conteft, which was on the 
22d. of May, 1455, at the battle of St. Alban's, where Henry was 
taken by the duke of York, and yielded up to him his whole autho- 
rity ; but his proud confort was not ib content : fhe and her friends 
continued this divifion of the rofcs for thirty years from its beginning; 
and in the courfc of thofe years were fought^ with various fucccft, no 
fewer than twelve battles, in which, and in their confcquenxrc^, were 

loft 
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loft the lives of fourfcore princes of the blood, with iuch a fall oC 
Brltifli nobility, as nearly annihilated their cxiftence in England, and^ 
effedually ruined their power. But whilft -our Britifh heroifm thus 
partially, thus pcrverfely wafted, unconfcioufly contributed to change 
the world's acknowledged authorities, and fap the feudal fyftem long 
eitabllfticd ; the growing elegance of the Florentine ftate, the accu* 
mulating riches of the Venetian dominante, and above all, the meaa. 
Jcaloufy of the Gcnoefe, pronnotcd the fame caufc upon the continent J 
whore that improvement, by which all others arc recorded, that re- 
gifter of virtue and terror of >'ice ; thatbeft reward, of every human 
excellence, thv art of prtnitngy now began to employ the mind of Fauf- 
tus, a townfman of Mayence, who in partncrfhip with Gutterberg,. 
made fome attempts, which for the firft fifteen years hard fludy, ended 
at l&ft.in copperv plates. Schseffcr their derk however, in!Q>ired by his 
pailion for Fauft's handfomc daughter^ after his maftcrs had long 
toiled in vain, about the year 1448 obtained the girl's hand from her 
father^ in cheap exchange for a difcovcry of moveable letters, and a 
new mode of inking them. Their method was at.firft to make fac li* 
miles from the MSS they were wifhing to perpetuate, and fome were 
fold for fuch, till copies being multiplied, Fauftus was put in priibn as 
a necromancer — he faved himfclf indeed, but with fome difficulty, and. 
our hack phrafe ^'The devil and Dn Faiiftus^'' bears yet continued tefti- 
mony to his danger. The Mazarin library at Paris, fhewed in the year 
1 7/5, a Latin Bible of this kind, two volumes folio — a facfimile faid 
to have been done in. 1450 : but Tully's Offices was the earlieft book 
printed, as all agree. Thus Germany contributed to immortalize the 
praifes of Italians, who under Cofmo de Medicis were trying to make, 
young Florence rival ancient Rome ; while nothing was wanting to 
his confummate, though temporary and unconfined dominion, except 
the title of king, to which he preferred that oi pater patria, the father 
of his country. 

But Spain and Portugal feemed now left fmglc to go on quite id 

the 
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the old way : Henry of Arragon having married Catharine of Caftilc 
by force, and difobligcd his nobles who imprifoned him, many dif- 
putes arofe, till John's iucceflion calmed them for a time, and all 
united to obtain a vi<9:ory over the Moors, who were terribly wprfted 
at Figuera. Under Exiward of Portugal indeed they regained theit 
ground, and Alphonfo*s long reign kept them in check only, till the 
famous battle fought by Don Pedro with them in Andalufia, about 
] 450, feemed to threaten their total extirpation. The title of Sicily 
having been refufed by Pope Martin the Vth. to Alphonfo, the Spa- 
niards thought of It no more. That pontiff who fwayed the world by 
his virtue and wifdom thirteen years, a^d on whofe tomb 'twas re- 
corded, that he was the felicity of his times, had fo fet his face againft 
the ancient and dangerous fuperftitions, that when a half- mad mi- 
norite ran about Rome, expofing for adoration the holy name of J!g/«r, 
and calling oh his companions and upon paffengers in the ftreet for 
iiidden and immediate proftrations, the fovereign ordered him to be 
taken care of, but faid, *' The adoration of our bleffed Saviour was 
^' not to be thus transferred from himfelf to a painted board, which 
" fervcd only as a fnarc to tveak undcrftandings ;" and he puhiihed 
the ittihorites by taking every pifturc from their convent, left, as he 
feid, " they fliouW be tempted to idolatry/* His death was a hard 
blow upon the court of Rome, whofe power had been Ihaken even by 
his clc&ion : the general councils gaining every day influence, feemed 
upon that late occafioii to have afTerted authority too, and evince the 
incroachntfeints of that wiftocracy upon the church, which had long 
been in pdSeftidh of the ftate of Europe; and which at this monxefnt 
was begiufning to yield in its turn to democratick principles, faintly dif- 
cerntd, and hitherto at tab fmall diftance. Amadeus of Savoy, un-^ 
dcTr the afffumed title of Felix V. contefted the popedom with Condo- 
lirio, a low Venetian of Gondolier extradion, as his name imports. 
;But Felix was xivihappily wbrflted in the fbiiggle, which fboiji terminated 
in favour of his antagonift> an aSivc, though irreiblutc charafter ; and 
Vol. L 8 L known 
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known to hiftory by the ill-chofen appellation of Eugenms IV. for 
augentus means high-born.. 

This pontiff, ever fccking to recover fome lands loft to the church; 

and ever fixing, on the minute moft unfavourable for his purpofe, not-? 

withftanding. his having bribed the Greek emperor tO' acknowledge 

papal fuprcmacy, by exalting his two favourites,. liidore and Beflarion, 

to the dignity of cardinal, was at length dopofcd. A. council having 

now clearly decreed, that they had power to depofc popes who. pof^ 

fcffcd in turn no power at all to reverie decrees of council ; a new 

do6lrine, and dangerous in its nature to the efience of monarchickr 

government. Be this a& it may, Eugenius by their many mortifica-f 

tions impofed on his impatient endurance, loft his Itfe : and that awful 

moment which feldom fails to make a man fincere, however hypocri-» 

tical it may find him ; forced from this primate the fingidar confefSon^ 

that had he never been exalted to fupreme power in this world, he 

never fhould have felt reafon to fear for his fituation-in the next. Soon . 

after his dcmife, the beautifid library of the Vatican was ereAed by 

his learned fuccefTor, Nicholas V. who had the addrefsto pcrfuade the 

duke of Savoy into the truly wife meafure of withdrawing his preten* 

fions, and fending him into Germany as legate with an immense -ref 

tinue — the prince tranquillized his haughty fpirit into peace;. A jubilee 

announced the end of thefc fchifmatical contentions^ and five hundred 

and fixty. people pcriflied palling over Ponte. St. Angela,' fb im^moderate 

was the heat, and fo prodigious the throng, Holland about the fame 

period, faw no .fewer than 100,000 of her fubje6ls fwallowed up in 

the remarkable inundatioaof Dort, and'tisobfcrvable, that at no dif4 

tant moment, a new phenomenon appeared in Europe^ viz. a wander^ 

ing tribe, of people fpeaking in. an unknovsm laaguage, who peacefully^ 

but refolutely, overflowed many parts of Europe, occupying the wafte 

lands, and praftifmg chiromancy on fuch.as would lend their palms, 

in which thefe travellers pretended to forefee future events. Pafquier 

lays, ** They were originally 1 2,000 fouls ; Chriftians they called thenar 

" felv€s>^ 
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fclves, from the Lower Egypt, who had vowed a long pilgrhiiage ; 
'^ aud fome ihcwed paffports figncd by Sigifmund, a circumftancc 
" which afterwards induced the French to ndiVnc XhtvaBohemimis. Other 
" countries agree to call them, and thofe who imitate their mode of 
** life, by the appellation of Gypfics ; but forac who being connected 
** with them, learned their tricks, Ihowing flight of hand, and telling 
'' fortunes as they ftrolled along, were excommunicated by an adbivc 
^' biihop of Paris.'* Bohemia was however, become odious to all Ro- 
manics, flnce John Hufs and Jerome of Prague, had found and ren- 
dered it {till more the focus of what one party naturally termed rebel- 
lions — the other reformation. Both were true. 

The felling of indulgences, the preferment of boys to the bighefl: 
dignities of the church — witnefs Gregory XL who was made cardinal 
at fifteen years old, becaufe he was brother's fon to the fovereign ; with 
the refufal of the facramcntal cup to the laity, for the fake of augment- 
ing church influence, had revolted many : the cruel murder of two 
innocent men who only preached againft thefe and other enormities, 
never pretending to jufl:ificatioh by works— revolted more. Wickliflc 
had tranflated the New Teftament, and from that hour none would 
be forcibly kept ignorant of their Saviour's general dodrine. 

The Germans ftudicd with peculiar plcafiire every text that mili- 
tated againft ecclcfiafl:ical aggrandifcmcnt — reciprocal abufc between 
contending pontiffs too, fervcd to detecfl many an artifice by which 
the world had long been kept in darknefs. The blue mould of inci- 
pient putridity appeared at Ronoe, and Zifca was reiblvcd to cut it out. 
Leis a theolog^ian than a warrior, this bold afl!ertor of his and all his 
countrymen's pretenfions, had taken the field with 40,ooo men, fomc 
few months after the council of Conftance, and had fet mankind againft 
the emperor and pope, for decreeing death to thofe who really fought 
jeform only — not refiftance. John of Bohemia faid, " That his com- 
** miflion was to revenge their death :" I cannot find the tme name 
of his family, which was foon funk in that foushriquet by which he 
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claims our glance of Retro/pe£iion, and which conveys his moft illuftri-* 
ous deeds to late pofterity, perpetuating the remembrance of his eye- 
loft, and his vidorics won againft the abhorred and faithlefs Sigifmund, 
whofe mean dcfcrtion of the fubjetfls he had fworn to proteft, roufed 
warm refcntmcnt in his angry bofom, white negligent of Jefus!s com- 
mand at the laft fupper, to love all thofe who called themfelves difci- 
pies of the fame crucified mafter — he refolved rather to wreak vcn-^ 
geancc upon the Catholicks for paft abufes, and made it his immediate^ 
pretence, that he would never more lay down thofe arms he had taken, 
up, till in both kinds the eucharifts fhould be adminiftcred in Bohemia. 

Thefe were no empty threats, John Zifca kept his word, built cities 
too in feveral parts of Germany where Protcftant fettlers yet maintain 
themfelves ; one of thefe towns he called Tabor, and when he died, 
his foHowers were known by name of Thaboritcs : he died not how- 
ever, till after a decifive vi<ftory won. by him upon the plains of Auf- 
fig, where having performed feats of renown fo as to amaze the enemy, 
he loft his fight at once by an arrow's point piercing that fmgle eye 
which feemed almoft to penetrate futurity. 

Sigifmund now propofed a conference ; but on the road to where 
they meant to hold it, his great opponent worn with toils expired : 
leaving ftrift orders that his body fliould be flayed, and the fkin made 
a drum of : afluring his friends, that the weak emperor's armies would 
fly on every fide when they fliouId hear Zifca, though dead, founding 
the fatal fignal. I had the pleafure to be ftiewn an autograph written 
in a beautiful charafter upon ill-coloured paper, by this extraordinary 
perfon at Prague, in the year 1787- He figned his name, as 'tis tranf- 
mittcd down to us by the epithet one-eyed : Guercino the painter, who 
like himfelf immortalized a fimilar defeft, figned his ovm family ap- 
pellation Barhteri, in letters I have feen preferved of his. The Orphan. 
I^eglons, fo Proteftants were called when their chief was no more, 
trained many great advantages in fight. The drum did in effeft terrify 
the imperial troops,, who tired of the conteft, prevailed upon tlie em«f 
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peror and legate, after a long difpute, to pronounce at length thefe bold 
Bohemians true fons of the church, although they Ihould receive the 
iacrament in both kinds, for which they obtained leave befide, and the 
pragmatick fanc^ion confirming this decree, was publilhed afterwards 
at Paris : while marble monuments at Prague itfelf, gave local perpe- 
tuity to this triumph over the Romifh fee : which could alone revenge 
itfelf in future, by calling all its Chriflian opponents Picards, a name 
of great to all, to tfiem but undeferved reproach — ^Zifca had extermi- 
nate4 that whole {cSt as a difgrace to religion, and a ihame to human 
ifcsifon, referving only two to tell their opinions and vindicate their 
tpaiTacre. ^ Slcidan fays indeed, that his own followers were divided 
vpoQ many dogma — ^but Picards were they Jiot — ^all Europe frighted- 
at their frantic behaviour, rejoiced to fee them either cloathed or 
killed. But while fcdition, fchifm, cruelty, combined with good 
-fcnfe, decency, an4 fpirit of reformation to cut frefli channels in the 
wcftern world, for the full ftream of Chriftianity to flow in; by which, 
though it apparently refined its courfe, the tide loft much of weight 
and genoral force and power ; we muft confefs that unity itfelf could 
not pre/erve the Greek church from being devoured in the eaft, where. 
fince the day that Morofini crowned earl Baldwin in Sta. Sophia's tem- 
ple, A. D. 1205, the current even vi^bly leffened and failed, and gra- 
dually fhrunk away imder a feries of emperors, fome not unworthy of 
^e place they fate in. 

Theodore Lafcaris,. John of Jerufalem, with other names of note, 
brave though they were, could not withftand the crefccnt fpleiidour 
of the Sultan's glory : which as we have ieen blazed up to fuch a 
Jieightin the year 1400, that no hero of inferior virtues and courage 
to TamerJiuie, had it in their power by any means to keep them in 
check; and he couched only , not extirpated the rifing catarad; deftincd 
to put out the fight of ancient Greece and Afia, Egypt and Paleftine. 
His vigorous arnv removed the fatal film an inftant only : but under 
Ua, John VUth,, and Vlllth ;. Emanuel, and all the reft of the An- 
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flronici and Palaeologi, with mortal and dcftruAive fury it returned, 
when Mahomet, fon to Bajazct the Proud, fpared not the brothers of 
his blood, but following a horrible and newly fet example, murdered 
the youthful princes in the feraglio, who ftood the neareft to their fa- 
ther's throne, and hewed a paflage through his next of kin. His feat 
once well affured, however, the fubjed had no reafon to complain. 
Vid:ory in war, liberality in time of peace, marked the long reign of Ma- 
homet the firft, and rendered him fb perfedly obeyed by minifters, that 
when he on his death-bed gave them a fblemn charge to hide hh ill- 
nefs till the favourite fultana's fon Ihould come to Adrianople, where 
his father fickened, thofe faithful fervants, Ibrahim and Bajazet, fent 
for the deftined heir immediately ; and although Mahomet expired 
fome days before his fwifteft fpeed could reach the town, thefe baflas, 
with a Periick furgeon's help, deceived the anxious populace, by fliew- 
ing them their darling fovereign's robes covering a well inftrufted mi- 
mick, who, thoroughly acquainted with his matter's manners, pcr- 
Ibnatcd to perfeftion the royal invalid ; till Amurath arriving, reward- 
ed a deceit by which he rofe without oppoiition to fortune and to 
fame. A falfe Muftapha but ftopt his progrefs for a riioment : foon 
as great Mahomet's intentions were divulged, the trembling competi- 
tor offered his own head to the Sultan, and was fpared. Hh genius 
was awake to larger views : it foon impelled him on to conquer Hun- 
gary, where Albert duke of Auftria, who had married Sigifmund's 
daughter, and fucceeded to his dignity, feemed incapable of making 
much refiftance. 

Turkifh power being quite uncontroil'd by any fecondary or inter- 
mediate rank in the ftate, which, like the Babylonifli empire of old, 
admits but of two chara<fters, mafter and flave ; feems at firft glance a 
mofl enormous body, a monftrous weight of ruin to fall upon and 
crufh a finking continent. But to all poifons fome latent antidote re- 
mains. This huge mafs feels its difFufed animation- flowing from one 
fpringing mind alone.; and if that Ibul lie long fmothered in ftupefac- 
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tion or diflblvcd in voluptuoufnefs, the whole remains inert, innocuous^ 
ar compleat caput moriuum. That difpenfation too, under which all 
the inhabitants of earth cxifted not uncomfortably during the infancy 
of this our world, was little likely to fpread far a fecond time, when 
one whole quarter of It, broken by violence, had been again llrongly 
cemented in imall bits by commerce, gaining an artificial firm^ 
nefs beyond even its original ftrength. To fuch opponents Amu- 
rath difplayed a temper of mind which made him very formidable* 
Inflamed with martial ardour, he prefs'd on; and fare of pcrfc6l and 
implicit obedience, was followed with alacrity by his incomparable 
captain the valiant Carambey. Thofe who withftood a torrent fo tre-? 
mendous, Ihould not be ihaded from our Retrofpc^. Huniades, well-p 
named the Hungarian Heftor, tempering valour with clemency, and: 
animating the courage of his Chriilian legions by an example few 
could follow, was then Vay vbd of Tranfylvania : his right arm raifed 
by principle alone, fell not till it had gained from the Turks fifteen 
viftorics, chiefly by perfbnal prowefs, and an activity almoft unr 
equalled. It was he favod Belgrade long afterwards from the fwift 
iWord of Mahomet IL and fignalized himfclf chiefly at the fatal, the 
memorable battle of Varna, where his endeavours to refcuc the royal 
corpfe (fof Ladiflaus fell early in the engagement) fo attraftcd the nor 
tice of Amurath, that he ereded a column on the fpot, celebrating the 
eoiirage of a white knight who bore no device upon his armour, but 
whofe dauntlefs fervour in a fovereign's caufe merited the praifes even . 
of an enen>y. 

It was however at Cunobiza where Mount Haemus re/bunded with 
the claih of arms, that Cq/iriot^ by his defe<5lion from the infidels, who 
brought him up and called him Scanderbcg, meaning Lord Alexander, 
ftopt for a tinje the progrefs of their hourly* extending empire. This 
young prince, an early prilbner from the Europeans,. had been bred up 
a truftcd favourite in the Sultan's court, where his perfonal graces and 
hrilliantqualitics had fixed the afFcdiqns of brave Amurath during his , 
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father's reign, and heaped upon his head fincc the acceffion of fuch a 
friend to the throne, every pleafure that boundlefs power can bcftow. 
His birth, hisbaptifm, and precepts heard in infancy however, although, 
fmothcred under loads of kindnefTes, were never forgotten, or oblite- 
rated from a mind glowing with concealed defire to revenge his fa- 
ther's death, his own vile degradation, and the flavery of his country, 
which in him ought to have refpefted the blood of Pyrrhics and obey- 
ed their fovereign. To accompUfli thefe purpofes, he maintained 
a* private correfpondence with Huniades and warlike Julian, our Chrif- 
tian commanders ; told them the unfufpefting Sultan's aims, putting 
it often in their power to thwart them ; and in the decifive day at 
Cunobiza, watched for the moment of defeat and left the field, hurry- 
ing with him the rets effendl, an old (ccrctary who kept the fignct of 
the Grand Signor, and who, confiding in theic conftant intimacy, little 
fufpefted the motive of fuch kindnefs, and clung clofc to the fide of his 
imagined proteftor. Soon as they were out of fight however, Scan- 
derbeg roughly feized his companion, forced him to fign forged letters 
from the king, demanding of the governor of Croya that he fliould 
give the garrifbn up to hlm^ on pain of inftant and imminent difplea- 
fure. ^ This performed, he plunged his knife into the faithful fecre- 
tary's heart, whofe laft crime towards his prince had been his firft'; 
and having hid the body, marched on fwiftly to Croya with his coun- 
terfeited orders ; .where the governor, concluding himfelf fuperfcded 
*y Lord Alexander, quitted the city, and our artful Cq/iriot taking pof- 
feffion, let iii the Chriftian troops, who facked the place, and left not 
there an infidel alive. Shall wx lament that fad neceffity which forced 
Our hero on fuch treacherous condud ? and at commencement of his 
xrourfe obliged him 

To wade thro' ways obfcche, his honour bend, 

And fliock c'^n nature to obtain iiis end; 

or (hall wc turn the indignant eyes of RetroJpeSi away, and fix them 
rather upon generous Amurath, who after the great vidory at Varna, 

when 
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when his mean couHiers afked him why he was fo fad, the brave Turft, 
ftroking his white beard, replied, " Becaufc whoever triumphs here, 
^' I find ; 'tis death alone that conquers. How many gallant warriors, 
'' Chriftians and Mu£ulmen, lie this day mute beneath his cruel 
" fcythe !" The letter too from this wife fultan to his old acquain- 
tance breathes warm a manly tendemeis that gliftens through all the 
odd inveftive it abounds in, and begins, " Amurath Ottoman, Empe- 
*' ror of the Eaft; to the moft hollow and ungrateful Scanderbeg, fends 
** neither health nor welfare — ^though once love.*' To which the 
wording of the anfwer is no lefs obfervable ; but we can only note the 
fuperfcription : " The foldier of Chrift Jefus, George Caftriot, Prince 
" of Epirus and Albania, to Amurath Ottoman, King of the Turks, 
'* fends grccting/*^ Of fuch a controvcrfy the termination is left un- 
pleafmg than the continuance : all charge of black ingratitude how- 
ever ends with the life of the Grand Signior, who was particularly his 
friend, companion and prote^or. After his death, our honeft admi- 
ration willingly follows the valorous champion of trath^ the ftrenuous 
opponent of Mahomet the iecond, fo tmly termed the Great. We 
hear no talk of Scanderbeg indeed when that victorious monarch, his 
royal father^s obfequies performed, fet fleadily to obey his lafl injunc- 
tions, and drive Chriilianity from Conftantinople, which Palacok>gus 
endeavoured to defend ; and fuch were the advantages of fituation, 
that lefs than a defpotick power, that power by willing multitudes 
obeyed, could never have reduced it to iubmifGon : for though the 
haven was obtained through treachery, it was induftrious fortitude that 
took the due advantage of the foe*s perfidioufnefs, and drew a line of 
gallics over land; a plan fuggcftcd by the fraudful Genoefe, who. 
lived in conftant fear left the Venetians ihould gain or fhould enjoy 
that confidence from Conftantine which he was not likely long to 
have in his difpofal. They ftrove to burn this battery by night ; but 
that the Ottoman vigilance prevented ; and the next morning forty 
noble youths, natives of Venice, were, as a puniflunent for fuch at- 
VoL. !• 3 M tcmpt^ 
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tempt, maflacred in the Turklfh camp, where they were prifoncrs, by 
Mahomet's command. The Greek emperor retaliated this cruelty, . 
by fticking on the points of pikes the heads of two hundred Muflul- 
men, captives within the town, and fet them on the walls for him to 
fee : he faw and laughed, and looked with confidence upon two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand Turks bound to revenge their countrymen. 
And now, after a fiege oi forty days, a memorable number to both 
fides in thofe times,* the town was taken by a fierce afTault, for which 
prodigious preparations had been made. 

, Our previous pieafures bore another form. The Chriflian Empe- 
ror entered the dome of Santa Sophia*s temple by torch light : through 
the vafl edifice a Iblcmn filciw^e, a univerfal gloom ftruck to the heart: 
from the high altar only beamed thofe rays meant to illuminate the 
fad repofitory of our Lord's body, whofe lafl fuppcr was now, for the 
lafl time, celebrated there by his difciplcs. When the imperial lips 
had been thus comforted, thus flrengthencd, he addrefTed his followers, 
who recolleding they were fpokcn toby ConftantineXh^ {on oi Helena, 
burfl: into tears and audible laments ; and proftrating thcmfelves, fwore 
all to perifh in defence of the great name that founded their now- 
falling city, the fecond Rome, the aggregate of excellence, the envy of 
the caflcm world. Jufliniani only feemed obdurate: his private 
wrongs, fancied or real, rankled in his heart even at that awful mo- 
ment ; and hi^ory attributes the failure of the day to his defcrtion on 
the firfl wound received. A mofl unyielding fpirit poflefTcd the other 
allies, and caufed the infidels incredible annoyance ; while our brave 
Europeans fold their lives at a high price, and every foffe was filled 
with murdered Muflulmcn, whofc bold companions made of tJuir 

* For forty days deluge was acknowledged by Turks and Chriftians; 

forty days of faft had been obfcrved by Mofes, Elias, and Jefus Chrift ; 
forty days of penitence were allowed the Nincvites, not then forgotten ; and 
forty years war is, I believe, even yet cxpeftcd by orientals before the end 
of the world. 

bodies 
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bodies aftep to raife them on, and fcale the walls ; in vain. No Chrif- 
tian arrow, no ftone miiled its mark: flung by our gallant knights, the 
invaders fell^ heaped on their bleeding brethren ; till great Mahomet^ 
like Homer's heroes, refiftleft in war, drove to the breach, and with 
his iron mace burft every barrier between him and vi<9:ory. 'Twas 
then from a high tower his dreadful voice proclaimed a three days 
pillage of the place to troops who fhould bear him in conqueror, and 
leat him on the throne of Palaeologus. Conftantine heard ; and doubt- 
ing not his defliiny, tore the once facred purple from his fhouldcrs, the 
white plume from his head, dnd. plunging unknown amidft a hoft of 
foes, loon found the honourable death he fought for. 

Such deeds denote and render mofL r^markttblc the 20th of May 
1453, when the great city, founded jufl: J 1 20 years before, yielded her- 
Iclf up to vidorious Turcifm ; and the fine church raifcd with incre- 
dible expcnces by Juftinian was doomed to fufFer horrible profanation^ 
a turban being placed upon the crucifix, which they fliot at with ar- 
rows, carrying it round in impious proceffion : while the great temple's 
felf was made a flable of, only referving the richly-adomed chancel for 
a mofque, according to their own fiiperflition^ 

In the general confuiion^ while plunder, cruelty and murder ftalked 
around the defolatcd habitations of the rich, the publick libraries by 
chance caught fire, and no fewer than one hundred and twenty thour- 
land volumes were deftroyed. Mahomet, although no literary cha.- 
rader, exprefl!ed his concern ; he grieved at the excefles confequent 
upon his oath to yield fuch elegancies into brutal hands, and often cxr 
prefled his wifli that the three days were over. Obferving in tlie in«- 
terim a flave or buiy Mufl!ulman» breaking for iport the inlaid pave^ 
ment of fome church or palace, he ftruck him on the face with his flat 
icymitar, and bid him go ieek fome fenfiial pleafure for himfelf, and 
not fpoil things which could alone delight that intelleft he ought not 
to pretend to. " It makes a man s heart figh (faid he) to fee the Ipider 
^ weave her web in palaces, and hear the owls hoot from the foldier's 

*' watch- 
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'' watch-tower." This is the common feeling of humanity, expreffed 
by oriented language. Mahomet had not ftudied the philofophy of our 
days ; he had not hardened his mind by athcifm to infenTibility. 

Conftantine's corpfe was his firft objc<ft of enquiry : it was difcovercd 
by the Roman eagles embroidered on his fhoes. The viftor iaw it 
buried decently, and turned his thoughts to enjoyment of the con* 
quefls he had made. In company of one diftinguifhed female all that 
enjoyment for two years concentered ; and his hard-earned reward of 
toil and danger, was only found in a Greek flave, Irene; whofe powers 
of pleating, and confummate beauty; whoie noble birth and elegance 
of manners, proved his diicemment and fuperior tafte : whilft warm 
returns of the moft tender paffion upon the part of a Pheacian fair one, 
{hewed all mankind how Mahomet, in peace, could lay afidc the ter- 
rors of his name, and charm thofe hearts which were born hoftile to 
him. But the ftern JaniiTaries, grieving to fee their fpirit of a univerfai 
conqueft checked by the tranfports of voluptuous love, began to growl : 
a Chriflian captive now ruled over the Ottomans, they faid, and 
iighed indignant ; and not unlike to the prastorian bands fbme cen- 
turies before, murmured at diftance from the throne their iiiUen but 
dangerous difcontents. A trufty BaiTa well-informed of this, and 
hcedlefs of his own life when put in competition with his mailer's, 
now threw himfelf uncalled at the proud Sultan's feet, who liftening 
to his tale with varying expreffion, told him he ihould not die, but 
call the troops to-morrow to a general ai|d plenary review. Inftant 
obedience followed this command, and Mahomet pais*d the remaining 
. hours with more than ufual gaiety and ijplendour in the apartments of 
his fweet Irene ; where favourites alone partook a feaft, made fafci- 
nating by talents and lafting by luxury. Their revels ended not till 
morning called ; and the enamoured emperor bcfought his fair com- 
ps^ion to haften then, and adjuil all her ornaments ; for that ihc was to 
Ihihc brighteft at the review, and every eye bear witnefs to her 
charms. The hour arriving, to a temporary feat high-raifcd above the 

crowd 
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crowd Irene came, led by her royal lover, and fparkling in all the jewels 
of Golconda. When filcnt wonder held the aflembly mute, mixed as 
it was of warriors and of citizens, the monarch thus addrefled them : 
" Servants and foldiers ! from this hour confefs you are not flaves to 
" an unworthy fovereign : behold this model of perfection here, and 
" leam, that he who can thus mafter his own paffions, deferves to rule 
" the world, and with your help will conquer it." So faying, with 
his left hand he feized Irene by the flowing hair, and with one fuddea 
ftroke of his true fcymitar cut ofFher head, and tofled it to the terrified 
fpeAators. 

On this ftrange aft of favagc magnanimity mufl RetrofpeSfion paufc 
a while ; reflefting, that as it confirmed the Sultan in his dear-bought 
power, fo it extinguiihed ever}* diflant hope of Chriftianity*s revival in 
the eaft. 
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